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Fell Ponies Win the Bronze
for TEAM USA
at World Championships!
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over 40 members … and
growing!

Inside this issue:
Horse Motels??

13

Fell Ponies at Dressage at
Devon

14

Fell Ponies Win the Bronze
for TEAM USA

23

TEAM USA Challenges Limi- 24
tations

Regular Features:

Michael Muir at the World Championships for Disabled Drivers, Scotland, 2004,
with Fell ponies “Josh” (off side) and “Ben” (near side).
Photo copyright David Grant www.traceur.co.uk Reproduced with permission.

FPSNA is the first registered Overseas Branch of The Fell Pony Society.

• From the Editor

2

• From the Chairman

2

• Member News

4

• New Arrivals

12

• Competitions

12

• Exhibitions

20

• Upcoming Events

21

• News from Overseas

22

• Breeders

28

• Licensed Stallions

28

• Classifieds

29

• Membership Application

Message from FPSNA Chairman

I

t’s hard to believe another year has slipped by. It seems like just last
month that we were packing up to go to Equine Affaire in Pomona,
California and here we are beginning preparations for the 2005 event
now. It’s really amazing to see how many of our members have gone
out and promoted their Fell ponies at shows and exhibitions. The loyalty to the breed is commendable and admirable. I see photos of our
members driving, riding, jumping and just enjoying this amazing breed.
How lucky we are to be involved with such fine animals!
Thank you all for your help and loyalty in 2004! May 2005 be just as
wonderful for our breed as 2004!

Enjoy the newsletter and thank you for all of your contributions!
Shannon Albert & Stonecreek Priscilla

Shannon Albert

From the Editor

A

nd thanks to all of our great FPSNA
members and your Fells. You’re the
heart of the newsletter! Please let us know
what types of articles you’d like to see in
future issues.

Thank you so much for my copy of The Fell
Pony Express. I thoroughly enjoyed reading
it. Looking forward to the next issue…;-)
Gina Feakins - England

Roxanne Dimyan

Wow! Thanks so much from those of us
that ripped into the envelope with a big
smile! Very impressive!
Cathy Skivington - New York

Newsletter deadlines
for next year:
June 1, 2005
November 1, 2005

In a Little Corner of Cumbria ...

W

e back our
Fells at three
and then either put
them in foal if they
are a filly, or turn
the geldings away
until they are four, if
we haven’t already
sold them.
With our show Fells,
they are backed at
three and then
slowly brought on
until they are five,
when they make
their showing deJessica Woolley,
Lunesdale Mountain Heather but, aiming to peak
between eight to
fourteen years of age. We find that they soon
get bored with schooling / training, so we
make their training as varied as possible, from
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hacking out to shepherding our sheep. Our
top show Fells only do about 12 shows a year.
This keeps them from going stale and keeps
them fresh and alert, enjoying what they are
doing.
When we need to get our sheep in, the girls
shepherd them in with a couple of their Fell
ponies. The ponies really enjoy doing this
and I think show a natural ability at it. I have
heard Bert Morland comment that many years
ago, before quad bikes came along, he used to
go up the fells on a pony to shepherd his
sheep and many times bring a sheep back
over the front of the saddle.
We think the most important part of a Fell’s
training is to back it properly. We take over
eight weeks backing a pony. This year we
backed about 20 of them, who have all turned
out to be no problem and gone on to give their
owners (who own some of them) a great of

Emma Woolley,
Lunesdale Mountain Princess

pleasure. If the ground work is correct at the
beginning, you can slowly build on that, but if
it’s wrong, it takes a great deal to put it right.
These are just our ways and observations in a
little corner of Cumbria.
Nick Woolley
Great Asby, Cumbria, England
Note: Nick is the North America contact for
the Fell Pony Society Overseas Committee.
Read more about him on page 22.

FPSNA News
Council Member - Zone 3
The results of the last FPSNA Members
poll are in. Sheila Amdor has been
elected to the Council for Zone 3.

Zone 3
Zone 1
Zone 4

Zone 2

Zone 3 includes WA, OR, CA, ID, MT,
WY, ND, SD, NE, MN, IA, AK.
Welcome aboard, Sheila!

General Secretary
FPSNA Council Regional Representatives
Best wishes to Leah Hair and her new
baby! Leah has stepped down as General
Secretary and we will go back to just
having an Executive Secretary. Thank
you for all your help, Leah!

Zone 1: Mary Jean Gould-Earley
Zone 2: Kristen Staehling
Zone 3: Sheila Amdor
Zone 4: Shannon Albert
Zone 5 - Canada: Heather Rutherford

Here’s the crew … Your FPSNA Council

Shannon Albert

Sheila Amdor didn’t
send a picture, but says,
“I USED to resemble
Natalie Wood … or so
they say.” Is this close
enough, Sheila?

Chairman: Shannon Albert
1183 Oak Ridge Road
Denison, Texas 75021
903-337-0255
stonecreek.farm@thefellpony.com
Executive Secretary / Vice-Chairman:
Sheila Amdor
17138 275th St.
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503
712-566-9355 info@fpsna.org
Treaurer: Mary Jean Gould-Earley
546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
lhf@sunlink.net
Council Member at Large: Kristen Staehling
4937 Deer Path Rd., Suffolk, Virginia 23437
757-651-4601
RegalFells@juno.com
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Heather Rutherford

Mary Jean Gould-Earley

Kristen
Staehling

Council Member at Large:
Heather Rutherford
2611 20th Sideroad
Innisfil, Ontario
Canada L9S4J2
1-705-436-5476
rutherford_heather@hotmail.com

Roxanne Dimyan

FPSNA/FPS Branch Representative:
Jenifer Morrissey
P.O. Box 134
Walden, Colorado 80480
970-723-4316
workponies@frii.com
Newsletter Editor:
Roxanne Dimyan
2019 NE 179th St., #J45
Ridgefield, Washington 98642
360-258-5825
fellpony@pacifier.com

Jenifer Morrissey
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A Fell for All Reasons
I'm very excited about moving down to Lexington with Midnightvalley Sweet William!
No new interesting stories about William :(
We did have an judge at a local show think he
was an Andalusian though! Not sure why Andalusian's don't have feather, but whatever.
We've borrowed a friend's sidesaddle a couple
of times and played around with it.
The driving ones are of him learning to drive
and the XC one is our first mini horse trials.
He did incredibly well for the most part, and
took first against 20 or so other horses. The
jumping one is just schooling.

Midnightvalley Sweet William
Fell pony “all-rounder”

Allison Wolff
Kentucky

Long May He Wave
Regal Fells at Victory Acres proudly
introduces the newest FPS approved stallion ... Laurelhighland Knight Waver.
Wavy, as he is lovingly called here at
home in Virginia, was finally presented
for licensed status and he passed with
flying colors. He is the son of Waverhead
Robbie and grandson of 2000 supreme
champion, Waverhead Prince II. His
dam is the sweet, level-headed Lownthwaite Orange Blossom. He has inherPage 4

ited all the lovely movements, hair
and great, easy-going, mild-mannered
temperament. My 13-year old-daughter,
Koryn, is currently starting him under
saddle, with some help from Mom, and
we plan to debut him at the Carolina
Classic 2005.
Kristen Staehling
Virginia
Laurelhighland Knight Waver

Two Connecticut Yankees
Here in Connecticut, we are enjoying our
two Fells, Lena (Greenholme Tina) and
Sully (Stonecreek Song of Solomon).
While Sully is basically still enjoying his
youth, he also enjoys any ground work
we’ve done with him. He’s great at giving kisses and loves pushing Lena’s cart
backwards down the barn aisle. He’s
such a sweet little guy … really enjoys
people as much, if not more, than horses!
We plan to get him into training next
October with the same trainer we used
with Lena.
Lena is doing phenomenal! She’s been
driving now for 7 months and has been
recently broke to saddle. It’s been a huge

surprise for our trainer how quickly and
enthusiastically she’s taken to anything
new we’ve introduced to her. My 19year-old daughter, Jenna, just last month
took her on the first half of a local hunter
pace. It’s a 10-mile pace, but I had asked
her to turn back at the half-way point,
which she did, along with 3 other riders
on either very young or very elderly
mounts. Jenna was very pleased with
Lena’s ride, said she behaved like a real
lady … Never spooked at a thing and
went through anything she was put to.
Go Fells!!! She’s winding down now,
but still trailers to one lesson each week,
and actually looks forward to going, I
think. She’ll get a nice rest this winter,
as it’s forecast that Connecticut will get a
lot of snow!

Best wishes for a happy Thanksgiving to
all and many blessings in the Holiday
season.
Sue Barry
Connecticut

Greenholme Tina - “Lena”

Greenholme Tina (left) at her first hunter pace

Stonecreek Song of Solomon - “Sully”

Smooth Sailing with Spring Storm
We have been working with Esther
[Regal (USA) Spring Storm] in dressage. She has an abundance of personality and believes everyone who comes to
the farm is there just to see and pet her.
She brings me much joy. Just looking
out the window and seeing her in the
paddock brings a smile to my face.
[Esther is Midnightvalley Poppy’s second foal.]
Dee Dee Dupont
Ridgecroft Farm
Virginia
“Esther” - Regal (USA) Spring Storm
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Esther
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Orton Hall Danny
Dan [Orton Hall Danny] and I have been playing together on
some very exciting liberty tasks. I allow Dan to think that the
task I wish to do is of his choosing, or that it is something we
discovered together. Praise for every positive thought or move
is essential. The next day it is very simple to repeat the task or
exercise because he has been rewarded, and because he then
has confidence in me. From small tasks to complicated ones,
the training progress is a delight to both of us when positivity
prevails. Whatever discipline I choose for my horse/pony, is
incredibly enhanced by the groundwork. Whatever tools I need

Dan learning to back up as he stays in stride with me, at liberty.

each time I ask something of him. This has been a super learning process. I cannot think of anything more engaging and
rewarding than true communication with my pony partner.
In all our work and play, I see in Dan the wonderful Fell pony
personality -- the desire to please and the willingness to work
and play. What teachers our ponies are for us!
Patricia Burge
Lost Creek Ranch
Colorado
Dan jumping on command. The light rope is to remind him
he is not to use the full ring but stay in a small circle for intricate work. Eventually, "on command" will be executed with no
strings attached!

Patricia and Dick live at Lost Creek Ranch in northern Colorado and
raise rare breeds of ponies and horses. They especially love to work
with training young animals. They also take in abused ponies and
retrain and sell them to good homes.

for a solid pleasure horse, a dressage horse, a cutting horse, or a
driving horse, I must first teach those tools from the ground.
When Dan licks and chews after completing a task, I know he
understands. I have to be sure that I have done my very best

Photos by John Hockensmith, Lexington, Kentucky. He did much of
the photography of the Rare Breed Show at the Kentucky Horse Park
summer before last.

Want to show
off a photo of
your Fell
in the

2005
FPSNA
calendar?
See back page
for details.
Townend Dinkie V (Poppy) letting off some steam! I’m glad to
say that she has never done anything like that while I’m on
board! Can any of yours buck higher??
Lesley Weston, Shropshire, England
FPSNA Overseas Member
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Winston [Stonecreek Timothy’s Mir Image] and his
new friend, Ruby, a 3-month-old Bull Mastiff … They
just love each other. (Ruby thinks she’s a horse!)
Pam Walters, California

Traveling Poppy
Poppy [Midnightvalley Poppy] has officially moved to Van Alstyne,Texas! We
were sooo excited to finally have her
here! It seems like we've been planning
for her to come for so long that we'd almost forgotten that she was actually going to be here. She came at the perfect
time--I had just gotten out of school and
was able to be there (camera in hand!)
when she got to our land.

roads and let her get some nice trotting
and cantering in. She needs to work on
her transitions, both up and down, and
they are getting snappier as she is ridden
more often.

Poppy is absolutely gorgeous! She is
sleek and fit, a bit weary from her travels, but took everything in such stride
that she might have been stepping off a
fifteen minute jaunt in the horse trailer.
She has settled in amazingly well already
and shows more interest in sampling the
new Texas grasses than talking to the
other horses in the pasture next to her, to
their surprise and dismay!

and white or sepia, but for the first day
when she wasn't terribly interested in
posing, the pictures turned out pretty
well! She is a natural model :-) Thank
you Kristen!!! I can't wait to take her for
a ride!

The light was blue and not too vibrant, so
I changed most of the pictures to black

November 6, 2004 ...

Midnightvalley Poppy

As soon as I find a harness that fits her,
we'll be working on getting her to drive,
which I think she'll be wonderful at! She
really can extend that trot of hers and it
will be competition for everyone else
once she's put to a carriage! I can't wait.
Within the next week or two we'll have
our first dressage lesson, which I'm very
excited about.
Megan Tong
Texas

I've ridden Poppy several times! Boy, I
need velcro or something to stick to that
trot of hers... I'm used to that nice western bounce of my Quarter Horse cross!
However, I'm getting back into the
rhythm of English riding and once my
legs get back in shape, I'll be able to keep
it up for longer!

An eye to the future - Midnightvalley Poppy

She's got a darling canter, though. This
past ride she was very quick and forward
in the arena, so I took her out on the

Blazing a Trail to the Czech Republic
We were thinking about starting to breed
some breed of horses or ponies already
before, but the decision that it was going
to be Fell ponies, was made right at the
moment, when we saw an eye-catching
Fell stallion on the Internet for sale.
After a few, very long weeks we became
happy owners of a grey stallion, Lunesdale Mountain Mist. We are very grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Morland, because we
understand that it was not easy at all to
say goodbye to him.
Despite the fact we had never before had
the chance to see Fell ponies in reality
and all the information we had came
Volume 3, Number 2

Only the beginning ...

- FPSNA Overseas Member

from pictures, books and the Internet,
these ponies are more that we have ever
expected. Although we were a bit nervous, we honestly must say that we don´t
regret our decision at all.
Joe won everybody´s heart with his mesmerizing appearance, excellent character
and broad range of different abilities. He
brilliantly represented his breed at several shows and exhibitions, successfully
attended many "handy pony" competitions, non-professional western competitions and some non-professional and two
professional show jumping competitions.
We are very proud of him and because of
his amazing movements we are going to
break him to drive soon.

Lunesdale Mountain Mist - “Joe”
First Fell pony in Czech Republic

We hope the story about the first Fell
ponies in the Czech Republic will continue...
Gabriela and Vladimir Jasurek
Czech Republic - www.fellpony.cz
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Fells with a View
It’s been an exciting fall here at Turkey
Trot Rare Breeds. A trip to Dressage at
Devon for the Mountain & Moorland
Pony class affirmed my breeding program, two new colts this year grace my
herd, Val joined the working pony ranks,
a new web site has been launched, and all
the ponies have thick coats early, perhaps
a portent of the winter to come!

In October, Newfarm Valencia (Val)
harkened back to the breed’s past and
became a pack pony, bringing pine cones
in for holiday wreaths (see the classified
section!) She dealt well with the steep
terrain of Custer Mountain and with the
funny noises that cones make in panniers.
It was a thrill for me to have a working
Fell pony join my non-Fell “employees!”

Turkey Trot Mountain Man (Monte)
arrived in April, and Turkey Trot Yarrow arrived in August. Monte immediately bonded to his older brother Willow,
and Yarrow beats up on both of the older
boys because he still runs in his mom’s
dominant sphere. Lily, my two-year-old
filly, grew by leaps and bounds during
the summer and continues to impress me
with her curiosity and level-headedness,
not to mention her bone and substance. I
feel so fortunate to watch these youngsters grow and change, informing me
about what my breeding program is producing for the long-term.

Midnightvalley Timothy (“Midnight”)
has become a good trail pony this summer and just wishes I’d had more time to
ride. Sleddale Rose Beauty honored us
with foaling in our presence and continues to be a great mom to her sixth foal,
Yarrow.
Our best to everyone for the holiday season and the coming year.
Jenifer Morrissey
Turkey Trot Rare Breeds
Colorado

Newfarm Valencia & Don Ewy enjoy the view on the way up Custer Mountain
“… Oh, beautiful … for spacious skies …”

Turkey Trot boys on the run…
Willow, Monte, Yarrow

Jenifer Morrissey & stallion
Midnightvalley Timothy

”I give thanks to my Fells for allowing me to express my love to

”I am thankful for Moses, my first Fell, because he helped open my

them individually and as a breed and for requiring me to be a better

world to many new friends, helped me realize a childhood dream

leader than I’ve ever been before!”

and helped me discover things about myself that I never knew!”

Jenifer Morrissey

Sheila Amdor
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NATIONAL FELLVET
Ever dr
ea m o f y
our
Fell star
ring
in a mov
i e?

Mo
ses

How about … Llancloudy Moses as
Elizabeth Taylor’s steeplechase
winning “Pi”, in the 1944 classic, National
Velvet. The jumps may be a bit
of a stretch, but we think this guy’s got the moxie to pull it off!
Created by Roxanne Dimyan

Moses Supposes — Driving School?!?!
know that he got off to a fabulous start!! Every e-mail from
Muffy Seaton was "glowing",
telling me what a fabulous student he was and how he was the
barn favorite. WELL, this past
weeks e-mail wasn’t as glowing.
I am supposing that Moses is like
any kid that goes to school. The
first few weeks are great and
then, as the routine stays pretty
much the same each day, it becomes a little less fun!! This is
the last e-mail I received:
Llancloudy Moses, driven by Muffy Seaton,
on his first outing

Late last spring I was reading my children’s books about Moses, the Fell pony,
and Clarence, the miniature donkey, to a
class of 5th graders in inner city Omaha.
After I finished, I told the class that
Moses would be going to "driving
school" in the fall. One of the young
boys raised his hand and said, "I didn’t
know horses could drive cars!!"
For those of you that have read my emails about Moses being at school you
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“Moses is doing really well. He
pulled a drag with blinkers on
yesterday, and we'll hook him next week.
I just want to wait until he's totally ready
and good in the bridle before I get into
anything on wheels behind him! Ha!
But he's taken everything in stride, so to
speak. He didn't really want to learn how
to bend to the right much, but he got it in
the end. :-)
I'll give him a hug for you.

I am just getting excited to go drive
him!! And then to be able to drive him
whenever I want.
Update from Muffy Seaton: Nov. 9, 2004
“We hooked Moses yesterday! Yippee!!!
He was absolutely super. It was a total
non-event. I hate that first time, as there
really isn't any intermediate step between
longlining and pulling a carriage. But he
was a star, and even pushed the shafts
over when turning all by himself. Horses
usually get "stuck" the first few times
turning. I was really proud of him. I've
attached a photo of him for you finally.
… What a nice pony!!”
Sheila Amdor
Iowa

Sheila has plans to
publish her children’s
book about “Moses, the
Fell Pony”!

Muffy”
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California Girl
The call came Wednesday afternoon after
waiting 7 long days… They will be in
Lincoln, California at 4 a.m., Thursday
morning, and will call one hour before
arrival. As we have no phone service at
our ranch, this meant driving to the town
of Lincoln at 3 a.m. to get the call. I got
up at 2:30 a.m., with very little sleep, and
made a Thermos of coffee and headed for
the Safeway Parking lot on Highway 65
in Lincoln. My old truck's heater
stopped working last year so at 48 degrees, it was a bit cold, but she was coming and I didn't care. After 3 long years
of waiting, never seeing a Fell pony in
person, after all the wait the past week as
she traveled from Pennsylvania to Kentucky to Washington State, she was coming.
At 6 a.m., still no call. My husband had
stopped by on his way to work and still
no call. My daughter stopped by on her
way to work and still no call. I knew I
had to wait for dispatch to come in at
7:30 to find out what had happened.
I'm freezing now (I know what you
east coasters are thinking, but I'm a
Californian born and raised and 48
is cold to me), so the only thing to
do is to get out of the cold and Starbucks has just opened up. So, I
wait at the Starbucks and warm up.
Of course, I have to share the story
with whomever was willing to listen, and then at 6:50 a.m. I get the
call. WE ARE AT DUNNIGAN,
northeast of Sacramento and will be
there in an hour…

new home. She never spooked, shied,
got excited, she just checked out her new
digs and demanded Breakfast… I took
the day off to bond with her and spent the
morning in my lawn chair in her paddock
and fed her, loved on her and just
bonded. I tried to take pictures of her,
but she wouldn't leave my side to even
get a picture. At 3:30 her Dad (my husband Tom) came home and he sat in her
paddock and got to know her, too.

Here she is!

grabbed the camera and took her picture
in the truck, still tied.
Then they lead her so carefully down the
ramp… My heart is racing at this point.
I handed the handler my camera and said
please take my picture for Mary Jean,
and he said ok. I knew I must have
looked a sight, but it didn't matter ...
First kiss ...

Here are a few pictures of our now
California Girl, Princess Petal and
her Fell-crazy parents on her first
day in California.
Rene' Bender
California

Almost there ...

Still not believing she will be here at all,
I am now really chatting with these poor
Lincolnites, who just wanted their morning coffee… This kind lady I was talking to said, ”Is that the truck?” And
there it was, pulling in at 7:50 a.m., just
as promised. I didn't care I had waited in
the wee hours, after all, isn't that what all
expectant mothers do?
Within moments they had the door
opened and I was looking toward the
front of the truck, but as I got closer, I
see this beautiful black face peer out
around the corner, and there she is, Miss
Petal [Laurelhighland Rose Petal].
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Then we loaded her into my trailer and
headed for the ranch, about a 20-minute
drive. I have a very rare trailer that is a 3
horse across. We decided the middle
stall would be the safest. When I got to
the ranch, she had limboed under the
divider and was standing in another stall,
still tied in the middle. (Clever Girl). As
I pulled into the ranch named FELL
LEGEND FARM, the name took on a
whole new meaning… Our first Fell filly
was really home.
Petal jumped out of the trailer, circled me
twice and seemed to know this was her

Rene’ Bender &
Laurelhighland Rose Petal

Airplanes!

- FPSNA Overseas Member

I went out driving yesterday, (alone, I
know that’s not good, but only in weekends and in summer at evenings my boy
friend can help me). It was a lovely day.
Many people were walking, with or without their dogs, and a couple people were
hunting. I have trained my Fell
[Murthwaite Ladies Man] for hard noise,
guns and firework, so he wasn't scared.
There also was a little
airplane flying circles
above the fields, an
old airplane with
double wings.
It was painted
blue/yellow, it
was very loud, but
was fun looking at.
When I got further, the airplane started making these dives
over the fields, then it was 1 to 2 metres above the ground and going up. My
Fell didn't mind the airplane, so I got
closer and closer. He still did not react at
the airplane. I drove till the point where
the airplane made the dive and stopped
there. Then the airplane made his dive
again, and went very short (3/4 metres)
above me. The pilot waved at me and I
waved back. I was very proud that my
Fell didn't react. He was looking in the

sky and followed the plane, which was
funny, but wasn't scared at all. You can
train them for many things, but I don't
know how to train them for airplanes!!
Fells are just amazing!
My other two Fells are fine, just started
with some ground work with Murthwaite Brown Eagle and Drybarrows
Boxer for driving.

Simone & Murthwaite Brown Eagle

Simone Frissen
Belgium

Drybarrows Boxer

Simone Frissen &
Murthwaite Ladies Man

A Natural Fell
riding using only the rope halter. She is
going very well and takes to new objects
and situations with a mild manner. It
should be a great time for all of us.

JuneBug [Deerstones JuneBug] has
been working hard to prepare for the
Equine Affaire in Massachusetts. We
will be there from November 10th
through the 14th. I have been working
with a Natural Horsemanship Trainer,
named Dan Kuhn, to prepare JuneBug
for the event. We have been doing a lot
of ground work with her and some basic
Volume 3, Number 2

I've used [Parelli Natural Horsemanship]
with a couple of horses and it works so
well. Dan, my trainer, trained with Parelli, and Pat and Linda Parelli with be at
Equine Affaire as well. So for the demo
Dan will do some games with JuneBug
and then I am going to ride her in the
rope halter.
Once the Equine Affaire is complete, I
will begin looking for a trainer to start
JuneBug on her driving training. I've
gotten the names of some local trainers
and will be researching more trainers
over the next couple of months. I hope

Deerstones JuneBug

to send her out over the winter so we'll be
all ready for Spring.
Lisa Kyer
New York
Editor’s Note: Lisa hopes to introduce JuneBug to
the Pat and Linda Parelli. We don’t think they’ve
ever met a Fell pony before.
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New Arrivals

Fell Foal
Deliveries
’R’ Us …

We can’t forget
the “bonus babies”
… foals born since
the last newsletter!

Stonecreek Morgaine

Stonecreek Texas Ranger
s. Ralfland Ranger
d. Llancloudy Firestone

s. Ralfland Ranger
d. Llancloudy Stor

TurkeyTrot Yarrow
s. Midnightvalley Timothy
d. Sleddale Rose Beauty

Walnut Hill Carriage Driving Competition
and also Gibside Countess (with Erica
Brunner, from Canada). Dan Shanahan
also competed in the Commercial Division with a pair of Fell/Hackney crosses
(Vicki and Angel). All were in the ribbons, so it was a good week for Fell ponies!
Fell ponies went head-to-head at the
Walnut Hill Carriage Driving Competition (Pittsford, New York) in August
2004, the world's largest carriage driving
competition and Part II of the North
American Pleasure Driving Championships. http://www.walnuthillfarm.com
4-year-old Laurelhighland English
Rose made her big debut with John and
Cathy Skivington. The other Fells competing included her half-brother, Waverhead Robbie (with Nicole Cable),
Page 12

“We were MORE than
thrilled with Chloe’s
first debut at the largest
Pleasure Driving Show
in North America! She
was so eager to please
and gave my husband a
really great go … Who
could ask for more?”
Cathy Skivington
New York

Waverhead Robbie & Nicole Cable

Walnut Hill Carriage Driving Competition

(continued)

All photos by My Star Photography

Gibside Countess & Erica Brunner

Above Left - Laurelhighland English Rose, John & Cathy Skivington
“This was Chloe’s very first class ever with about 20 other ponies in it.
(Pleasure Turnout). It was a crazy madhouse. As you can see [above
left], John had her on a very loose rein just as to keep her happy.”
Cathy Skivington

New York
Laurelhighland English Rose (“Chloe”) & John Skivington

Horse Motels???

L

ast spring, when I decided to take
Moses [Llancloudy Moses] to
Dressage at Devon, in Pennsylvania, I
was so excited to be planning such an
adventure. Then the thought crossed my
mind, how will I be able to travel 1,200
miles without stopping!! When we
wagon train, we will pull into a fair
grounds or rodeo grounds and spend the
night. But I had thought I would be by
myself, and the thought of trying to find
a place to pull off that was safe for a single woman was even a little "spooky" for
me. (I know that will shock some of you
that know me.)

My partner, Dave, who has traveled the
trail for 18 months with only his horse
and mule, suggested I find a horse motel
along the way!!! He was from Ohio and
knew there were such motels back east!
Taking his advice I got online and
searched -- horse motels. And lo and
behold …I found Horse Motels International (www.horsemotel.com) and in one
click my worries of EVER traveling
alone were over!!
I planned how far I wanted to travel the
first day and then I went online to find
horse motels in the vicinity of where I
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wanted to stop. For my first stop, I
wanted to be on the east side of Indianapolis, Indiana. I found about 3 motels
within the area I wanted to be. I emailed them to find out their rates and
availability for the night I was wanting to
stop. The first person to respond was
perfect, the price was only $12 per night
and they had a primitive bunkhouse area
in the old barn for me to stay if I
wished. PERFECT!! BOOK IT!!
Deciding not to drive into Devon late
afternoon, I then found motels within a
reasonable commute to Devon. I found a
B & B/ Horse Motel about 100 miles
from the final destination. Historic farmstead to boot!! GREAT…
BOOK IT!!!
Then I had to find a place to
put Moses for 3 days after
Devon, before he went to
school. I investigated motels around his school. I
needed one that would be
able to keep him for the 3
days. VOILA!! Perfect location, easy to find, and they
were willing to cut the rate
since he would be staying
for 3 days!! WONDERFUL….BOOK IT!!

There are several sites for horse motels
on the Internet. Horse Motels International just happened to be a perfect site
for me!! They had a rating system and
comments from previous guests and I felt
it my duty, when I got home, to rate my
stays and write comments to help other
horse travelers along their way.
It ended up that my brother traveled with
me, so I was not alone, BUT we found
the "motels” and the owners to be quite
delightful, fun, and it definitely took a lot
of worry out of traveling. I know if I had
been alone it would have been even more
wonderful. Each motel owner was more
than willing to help unload, help feed and
water, and load out
in the morning. It
sure made traveling
a lot more fun and
it was not that expensive. I will be
"horse moteling"
when I pick up
Moses and hope I
can stay at some of
the same places on
my way home!!
Happy Trails,
Sheila Amdor
Iowa
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Dressage
At
Devon

F

ell ponies outnumbered all but the
Connemaras in the first ever Mountain and Moorland Pony class at Dressage at Devon. Held September 30,
2004, in Devon, Pennsylvania, the class
during the Breed Show had 32 entries
from six native British pony breeds. The
Fell Pony Society of North America, in
the person of Mary Jean Gould-Earley,
organized and co-sponsored the event,
and FPSNA has already been asked to
organize next year’s class, scheduled for
September 29, 2005.
The Mixed Mountain & Moorland class
was an in-hand competition, open to all
purebred, registered native ponies, and
included Fell, Dales, Connemara, Welsh,
Dartmoor, New Forest and (British)
Shetland ponies. The M&M class was
one of the largest in the breed show
and was recognized by the Breed Show
Committee as “Overall Best-handled
and Best-turned-out.”

There were seven Fell ponies in the class,
all owned by FPSNA members. Laurel
Highland Farm showed six, and Sheila
Amdor’s Llancloudy Moses was the
seventh. Lune Valley Dolly from Laurel
Highland Farm was the top placing Fell
pony, taking fourth place overall and
Supreme Champion Fell Pony. Laurelhighland Jake, who at two months old
was the youngest participant in the class,
was Reserve Champion Fell Pony.
Scores were based on 30% for trot, 30%
for walk, 30% for conformation and 10%
for general impression. The spread in the
scores from the top to the bottom of the
class was quite close, only 15 points.
One observer noted, “Those are amazing
scores. You know it was a great class
when the 10th place pony had a score of
76% and the lowest score was 68%.”
There was a 4-way tie for second place
based on scores, and the judge had to
rank the ones that tied.
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Fell Ponies at Dressage at Devon
Mary Jean’s stallions, Waverhead
Model IV and Waverhead Robbie,
were handsomely shown in in-hand stallion harness, as is done in England. Unfortunately, under show rules, those harnesses were not allowed, but a series of
errors on the part of the ring staff allowed the stallions in the ring to compete
nonetheless. Says Mary Jean, “So much
for trying to be ‘correct’! We did not
know it was not allowed, nor did the ring
steward tell us before entering the ring
(nor did the judge know ahead of time).
Dressage at Devon is a USEF-sanctioned
event so USEF rules must apply. Next
time I must remember to read the small
print!”
Bert Morland of the Lunesdale Fell
Pony stud came from Cumbria, England,
to officiate the event. Mr. Morland has
over 40 years experience judging British
native ponies for the National Pony Society and Ponies (UK). He is also a member of the Fell Pony Society Council. He
indicated that the Connemara and Shetland ponies that he saw were of better
quality than most of the representatives
of those breeds that he sees in England.
Shetland pony exhibitors were especially
thrilled to participate in the first breed
show for British Shetlands in the United
States in one hundred years.
The Thirtieth Annual Dressage at Devon
(http://www.dressageatdevon.org) featured the world’s largest open breed
show as well as a world-class dressage
competition, sanctioned by both the US
Equestrian Federation and International
Federation for Equestrian Sports (FEI).
Competitors from 12 nations, 29 States
and 5 Canadian provinces were represented during the event.
Native ponies were also entered in the
performance division of the show. Glenhaven Barossa Valley, Reserve Champion Welsh Pony & Cob in the breed
show, won the Born in the USA award.
He had to accumulate enough points
competing against imported warmblood
horses (many stallions) and German riding ponies to win the title.

The New Forest pony breed was well
represented in the FEI dressage pony
tests by Van Gosh and Zippity Do Da.
Van Gosh placed first, ridden by Meagan Davis, and Zippity Do Da placed
fourth, ridden by Julia Warstler. These
results were quite an accomplishment,
as it was the first time ponies have been
allowed in FEI level competition in
recent years. Breed champion Dales
stallion, Village Sovereign, was also
entered in the under saddle competition
during the breed show. Finally, a
driven dressage exhibition starred some
very talented Dartmoors, Connemaras,
and a Welsh Cob.
The in-hand champion native ponies
returned later in the day for a Native
Pony Exhibition, and the winners of
each breed also participated in a Parade
of Breeds at day’s end. Exmoor pony,
Marlyn Domino, joined the class winners in the exhibition to round out the
representation of the native breeds.
Unfortunately, the Highland pony representative was unable to make the
show.
Mary Jean Gould-Earley received kudos from class participants for her efforts in organizing the event, undoubtedly contributing to her willingness to
go through it all again next year! Additional co-sponsors of the M&M in-hand
class were The Native Pony magazine;
Personal Ponies Ltd., home of North
America’s British Shetland Pony Registrar; America Connemara Pony Society; The Moonlight Ranch, LLC; The
Dartmoor Pony Registry of America;
Claudia Novak; Exmoor Pony Enthusiasts; New Forest Pony Society of North
America; The Dales Pony Society of
America, Inc.; Lone Tree Farm; Scottish Highland Pony Society of North
America; Kellwould Highland Ponies;
George and Barbara Clardy; Dales
Pony Association of North America;
and Pony Enthusiast magazine.
Jenifer Morrissey
Colorado

4.
13.
15.
23.
25.
27.
29.

Fell Ponies in M&M Class
Lune Valley Dolly
Laurelhighland Jake
Brackenbank Poppy
Inglegarth Radiant
Waverhead Model IV
Llancloudy Moses
Waverhead Robbie

Dressage at Devon M&M Top Ten
1. Balmullo’s Miss Lucy (Connemara)
2. Kynynmont Moira (Connemara)
3. Friars Sion (Welsh Section A)
4. Lune Valley Dolly (Fell)
5. Cassochie Westray (Shetland)
6. Village Sovereign (Dales)
7. Windfield Watermelon (Dartmoor)
8. Kynynmont Haley (Connemara)
9. Patty’s Look at Me (Connemara)
10. Canadale Bronze Belle (Dales)

Laurelhighland Jake
Reserve Champion Fell Pony

Friars Sion, Lune Valley Dolly (Champion Fell Pony),
Shilstone Rocks Snowshoes

Dressage at Devon M&M Breed Winners
Connemara:
Champion: Balmullo’s Miss Lucy
Reserve: Kynynmont Moira
Welsh Pony & Cob:
Champion: Friars Sion
Reserve: Glenhaven Barossa Valley
Fell Pony:
Champion: Lune Valley Dolly
Reserve: Laurelhighland Jake
Shetland Pony:
Champion: Cassochie Westray
Reserve: Lakewood Brighide
Dales Pony:
Champion: Village Sovereign
Reserve: Canadale Bronze Belle
Dartmoor Pony:
Champion: Windfield Watermelon
Reserve: Shilstone Rocks Snowshoes
New Forest Pony:
Champion: Hoppenhof’s Jennifer

Village Sovereign, Friars Sion, Lune Valley Dolly, Shilstone Rocks Snowshoes, Balmullo’s Miss Lucy, Kynynmont Moira, (Canadale Bronze Bell, back row)
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Dressage
At
Devon

Parade of Breeds
Class #60: Native Ponies of the British Isles

A

n impressive array of smaller equines originated in the
British Isles, collectively known as “Mountain and Moorland Ponies”. Many are very ancient breeds, although some
have been “improved” over the centuries. Nonetheless, they
have been able to retain special qualities of hardiness and pony
character which resulted from each breed’s local and relatively
harsh environmental influences. Sparse grazing conditions limited stature while also promoting efficiency in the use of available feed, resulting in “easy-keepers”. These native ponies
include Ireland’s Connemara; four varieties of Welsh ponies
from Wales; the Shetland, Highland and Eriskay from Scotland;
as well as England’s Dales, Exmoor, Dartmoor, New Forest,
and Fell ponies.

This is Champion Connemara pony mare, Balmulla’s
Miss Lucy. The Connemara
pony is indigenous to the
rocky, inhospitable shores of
Connaught in Northwest Ireland. Exactly how the first
ponies arrived in the region is
lost in the mists of time, but
they were probably descendents of Iberian ponies imported to the busy port of
Galway many centuries ago.
They are rugged and sturdy,
mostly grey, and stand between 13 and 15 hands. They are famous for their jumping ability as well as an intelligent and cooperative attitude.
This is Champion
Dales pony stallion,
Village Sovereign.
Native to the upper
dales, or “valleys”, of
northeast England,
the rare Dales pony
was bred for the Pennine lead industry as
a pack pony, and was
also used for work on
small hill farms in the
area, carrying shepherds and hauling hay
for great distances.
They are strong, surefooted, as well as both stylish and fast in
harness. Usually standing at 14 hh to 14.2 hh, they are predominantly black, with some brown, bay, grey and, rarely, roan.
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September 30, 2004
By MJ Gould-Earley

White markings are not uncommon. Their action is straight,
high and true, with powerful knee and hock action. They have
tremendous stamina, an iron constitution, intelligence, and a
calm temperament.
This is Champion
Dartmoor pony filly,
Windfield Watermelon. The rare
Dartmoor pony originated on the moorlands of Devon in
southwest England. It
is usually brown, bay
or black and stands at
up to 12.2 hh. Being
surefooted, strong, and hardy, it is quite capable of excelling in
any number of pursuits. A calm temperament and friendly nature make the Dartmoor an excellent choice for a child’s firstridden pony, and yet it is strong enough to carry an adult, too. A
long and low stride provide a smooth and comfortable ride for
showing, hunting, or trail riding, while good looks, pleasant
manner and brave nature are also well-suited for driving.
This is an Exmoor
pony, Marlyn Domino. The endangered
Exmoor pony is
probably the most
ancient of the native
breeds, originating in
the windswept,
sparsely-vegetated
moorlands of Southwestern England. They are robust ponies of modest stature, 12
– 13 hh, but are capable of carrying both adults and children.
All Exmoors are bay, brown or dun with black points, a mealy
muzzle, ring around the eyes lighter underbelly, and no white
markings. This primitive coat pattern gives then ideal camouflage on the moorlands where these hardy ponies still roam and
forage for themselves. Their winter coat is a special double
layered coat that provides insulation and waterproofing allowing the ponies to stand out in all weather. Exmoors enjoy working, are quick learners, and posses an almost cat-like ability to
jump.

Parade of Breeds:
Class #60: Native Ponies of the British Isles

This is Champion Fell
pony mare, Lune Valley Dolly. The endangered Fell pony is
named after the
“hills”, which are also
called “fells”, in
northern England.
They have been used
for centuries as pack
ponies, and also for
shepherding and pulling carts. Fells are
strong and hardy, and stand up to 14 hh. They usually have
long manes, thick tails, and abundant silky feather. They are
fast trotters with well-balanced knee and hock action. Most are
black, but bay, brown and grey are also allowed colors. With
typically docile temperaments and tremendous stamina, they
are popular with riding and trekking stables, well-suited for
driving, and are also creditable jumpers.
This is Champion New Forest pony
mare, Hoppenhof’s Jennifer. The
New Forest is in southern England in
S. W. Hampshire. The first written
record of ponies in the New Forest
was before William the Conqueror
designated the area as his Novae Forestae, a royal hunting ground.
Canute’s Forest Law, dated 1016,
also mentions ponies among the wild
animals of the Forest. At different
times in their history, stallions of
other native breeds, as well as Thoroughbreds and Arabs, ran on the Forest, but no outside blood has been permitted since the mid
1930's. New Forest ponies are noted for their versatility and
kind temperament, range in size from approximately 12 hh to
no more than 14.2 hh, and can be any color except piebald,
skewbald or blue-eyed cream. They should be of riding type
with strong quarters and plenty of bone. Their movement is
free, active and straight but not exaggerated.
This is Champion British Shetland pony stallion, Cassochie Westray. The British Shetland pony, named for
the Shetland Islands, is
the smallest of the native British pony breeds.
For centuries the ponies
had to cope with an
environment that
howled hostility in
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every breeze. They grazed on poor vegetation, seaweed and
whatever else that may have washed in from the sea. These
sure-footed little ponies were once the chief means of transport
on the islands. Not only did they carry their owners, but everything that had to be carried on the islands, from peat, which was
the main source of fuel, to foodstuffs. Shetland ponies were
almost solely limited to the Islands until the 1850's when they
were sent by the thousands to work in the coal mines of Scotland, Wales, and the United States. Their intelligence and quiet
ways were ideal for the work of pulling coal carts through the
narrow mineshaft. Tens of thousands of these "Pit Ponies" labored in the mines well into the 1970's. The Shetland stands at
no more than 10.2 hh, has short limbs, a short back, a thick
neck, small ears, a flowing mane and tail, and a thick coat in
winter.
This is Champion Welsh pony stallion, Friar’s Sion. The
Welsh pony and cob are native to the hills and valleys of Wales.
Welsh Mountain ponies and the larger Welsh ponies and cobs
are registered in four separate sections of the Welsh Stud Book,
according to height and type, from the smallest, the Section A
Welsh Mountain pony, which stands up to 12 hh, to the largest,
the Section D Welsh cob, which stands at least 13.2 hh with no
upper height limit. The description for each section is similar,
with the typical short Welsh pony head with small ears, large
prominent eyes, well-laid shoulder, and good clean legs and
feet. The characteristic fast trotting action should be groundcovering with forceful impulsion from the hocks. Any color is
allowed - except piebald or skewbald (or “paint”). Welsh ponies and cobs are popular for riding and driving for both children and adults.
Unfortunately, our Highland pony representative was unable to
make it to the show. The rare Highland pony is native to the
Scottish Highlands and Islands, where it has been a universal
workhorse. Highland ponies are still used for deer stalking,
trekking, agriculture, driving, endurance riding and other recreational pursuits. Standing at 13 hh to 14.2 hh, they are most
commonly dun or grey, but can also be brown, black, and occasionally bay or chestnut. They are hardy and typically kindnatured.
In addition to the Mixed Mountain and Moorland in-hand competition and Parade of Breeds, native ponies were also featured
in a special in-hand exhibition and judging clinic with guest
judge, Mr. Bert Morland. In addition, a driven dressage exhibition, starring some very talented Dartmoors, Connemaras and a
Welsh cob, was also featured. All in all, Dressage at Devon
2004 has been a great promotion for all the natives!
A special thank-you for all the sponsors of Class #60, Native
Ponies of the British Isles … We would also like to thank our
guest, National Pony Society and Ponies Association UK judge,
Mr. Bert Morland, from England.
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FPSNA Members Describe
Their Own Dressage
At Devon Experiences
Sheila Amdor - Iowa

M

y brother Mike and I so thoroughly enjoyed the people and
animals at Dressage at Devon. For Midwesterns that are not exposed to such a
variety of horses it was a wonderful experience. Learning more about the native
British ponies was even more exciting
for me. The reactions of the visitors and
other exhibitors to the native British ponies was pretty interesting, as well.

On a personal note: One day I had
bought a cup of soup at the food booth
raising funds for the Thorncroft Handicap Riding Facility. The older lady who
served me asked if I had a horse at
Devon. I mentioned Moses and she said
she would come visit him when she finished her shift. That evening, here she
came to the barn. After about a 30minute session of petting and talking, she
went home for the evening, absolutely in
love with Moses. She came back on Friday evening to say good-bye to Moses
and she brought him a "care package",
with peppermints and pony cookies!!
She left her name, address and phone
number so I could keep in touch with her
about Moses. It was a really neat experience!!
I hope to return to Devon again next year
with Llancloudy Moses and Stonecreek
Priscilla. I encourage all of the Fell owners across the country to come and experience Devon.
Mary Jean Gould-Earley - Pennsylvania

I

n organizing this event, it was great to
have so much help and support from
not only FPSNA, but also all the other
native pony associations, who seemed to
be “starved” for something like this! I
think what really made the event the best
it could be was to have a very experienced M&M judge from the UK, like
Bert Morland, not only giving the event
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real credibility, but also helping to provide a memorable learning experience for
all. We’re set to do it all again next year,
so everyone mark your calendars to attend and/or bring your ponies on September 29, 2005!

probably eventually get used to the fact
that there isn’t time and energy to absorb
everything I wanted to learn. I encourage all Fell breeders to get out and see
the other ponies in this country. It was
very educational to see the variations
within the breed.

Bruce and Olga Hausser - Massachusetts

E

nglish Mountain and Moorland ponies of all kinds were everywhere.
We found the Fells and Mary Jean in
barn #2. This was also our first chance
to meet our two-month-old "son", Laurel
Highland Jake, alias REGAL. MJ
wanted to show his mom, Brackenbank
Poppy and, of course, Regal had to accompany her. We thought he was beautiful! And so did the Judge, Bert Morland.
Regal went home as Reserve Champion
in the Fell category. Were we two proud
parents! (And MJ also!!)
The show, although hosting 600 plus
horses/ponies, was small enough to easily go from one area to another in order
to see and enjoy all the events we were
interested in. We also had an opportunity to talk with many owners, breeders
and trainers. It was an exciting experience and a great opportunity to see and
learn more about the Fells.

Sarah Vogeley - Virginia

A

fter all the years of admiring these
wonderful ponies from afar, I was
honored with the job of presenting them
to a judge of their homeland at DAD!
We all worked hard to get the ponies
back and forth from the arena and barns,
and the judge was quite accommodating,
especially for the mare and foal we presented. My tweed jacket will never be
the same, as I dropped it in a huge puddle
in the parking lot on my way out! Guess
I should have stayed the whole day instead! :) I hope to have the ability to
show my own Fell pony some day! I'll
never forget it!

Jenifer Morrissey - Colorado

G

etting to Devon ended up being the
most challenging part of the trip, as
our schedule had us landing at the same
time that Hurricane Jeanne descended on
the Philadelphia area. We finally arrived
at our destination six hours late, at 2 a.m.
We were glad we weren’t traveling with
a pony, like Sheila and Mike!
It was wonderful to finally put faces to
names of so many Fell owners, breeders,
and enthusiasts. Dressage isn’t an area
of interest for me right now, so I concentrated on spending time with the Fells
and their owners and with Bert and
Carole Morland, who taught me so much
about the breed in so little time. It was
fun to see the other British Native ponies
(some of which seem a far cry from
“ponies” to me) in the M&M class. I’ll

Is this in your
Fell pony library?
ISBN: 1-872082-58-0
Kenilworth Press, UK, 1994

From Our Judge
October 7, 2004

W

e arrived safely home today after
a wonderful time in America.
Our thanks to everyone for making our
visit so memorable! We met so many
kind people and the interest in the British
Native ponies was fantastic. Special
thanks to Mary Jean and her team for
their hard work in putting on the M & M
class, which seemed to have more spectators than most other classes, and the
competitors really earned their award of
the best class of the day. They were all
really lovely people and many of them
had travelled remarkable distances to
compete. The officials at the show went
out of their way to make us welcome,
plying us with food, and presenting Bert
with a "goody bag" containing all sorts of
gifts. We have made many new friends
who are going to keep in touch!
The only "blip" of the whole trip was
when we picked up the hire car at Philadelphia Airport and took a wrong turning! We went miles out of our way (we

obviously do not know North
from South), but were rescued
by the kindest taxi driver ever,
who not only led us 25 miles
on to our correct route, but
would not take any pay for
doing so!
Our visit to Mary Jean's farm,
Bert Morland inspecting Lune Valley Dolly
the day after the show was a
great experience and how she
managed to feed so many people with
the experience of a lifetime and if we
such delicious food after such a busy
have in any way helped the British Naweek is completely beyond me! Thank
tive ponies and the American people's
you, Mary Jean, and also thank you to
understanding of them, then our trip has
Don and Jenifer, who drove us there, thus
been more than worthwhile. Our grateful
avoiding a possible detour via Texas
thanks to everyone who made this trip
knowing our terrible navigation skills!
not only possible, but such a wonderful
experience. Perhaps if major country
Regards,
leaders owned Native ponies, then the
Carole (& Bert) Morland
world would be a happier and more
Lunesdale Fell Pony Stud
peaceful place!
Cumbria, England
November 3, 2004 addition:
We were privileged to meet so many
kind and genuine people. For us it was

Kind regards,
Bert (& Carole)

Open Day at Laurel Highland Farm

O

n October 1, 2004, Mary Jean
Gould-Earley hosted a get-together
at her farm in Cogan Station, Pennsylvania. As it was held the day after the
Mountain and Moorland class at Dressage at Devon, several attendees from
Devon ventured to Laurel Highland Farm
to see the many Fells there and enjoy a
pleasant lunch. An exhausted Mary Jean
was a gracious hostess, despite many
short nights in preparation for Dressage
at Devon and having a new well drilled
for her barnyard just hours before our
arrival!

We met first at the barn where the stallions Waverhead Robbie and Waverhead
Model IV were housed. Then we walked
the pastures where the mares and foals
enjoy Pennsylvania’s version of fells. It
was quite an experience to see so many
of these rare ponies run up and down the
steep hillsides with exuberance.
After lunch, we watched Nicole Cable
put Waverhead Robbie to a newly renovated dog cart for the first time. The
final event was to witness the stallions
being put out to pasture, including Robbie finding an open gate
and having to be collected
from the fence line separating him from two favorite
mares!

Lunesdale Rock Rose,
Mary Jean Gould-Earley

Thank you, Mary Jean, for
having us at your home and
amongst your herd!
On the Pennsylvania “fells” of Laurel Highland Farm
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Jenifer Morrissey
Colorado

Waverhead Robbie & dog cart
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Fell Pony Makes Its Debut in the Great Pacific Northwest!

I

went to the Equimasters
Horse Expo in Puyallup,
Washington, October 9-10,
2004, representing FPSNA.
Cheryl Dutton of Braeberry Farm, in
Boring, Oregon, brought her 5-year-old
stallion, Brough-Hill Hadrian’s Wall,
and I brought our 5-year-old mare, Newfarm Apple Blossom.
Before we left for the Expo, we had an
interview with the local paper! What a
great way to start a trip! (On the funny
side, according to the reporter, Fell ponies have “beards” around their feet!)
What was really exciting was that this
was the first time the Fell pony/FPSNA
were formally presented to the great Pacific Northwest! We all got a great response from the public!
This was Apple’s first outing since she
was shown as a weanling at a Native
British Pony Show near Seattle. Apple
had just completed seven weeks of training at Kathy McClarrinon’s Longmire
Training Barn & Arena in Yelm, Washington. Kathy’s apprentice trainer, Lucas
Stohr, rode Apple in the Fell pony presentations. Lucas had Apple go through
her paces: walk, trot, canter, along with
some spins and impressive stops. Lucas
mentioned to me that Apple was so quick
with her turns and spins that she would
make a great cutting pony! That sure
gives one something to think about. I
can see it all now, headlines reading,
“Fell Pony Beats Quarter Horses in Cutting Horse Championships!”

who ooo-ed and aah-ed at her. People
were so impressed with the Fell pony,
from older folks to little children. Eyes
just sparkled!
One of the most memorable things that
happened, besides seeing our girl being
ridden in the arena, was a lady who came
over to see Apple. I asked her if she
wanted to come into the stall. She smiled
and said, “Of course!” She proceeded to
touch Apple’s nostrils, moving her hands
over her head, eyes, forelock … commenting on how wonderful she was as
she went. She said she wanted to “look”
at Apple’s head, mane, back, legs and
check out her feather. This lady was
blind. She was touching Apple all over
to “see” her.
When she was through I asked her, if she
felt comfortable, she could go back and
“see” Apple’s thick tail. She didn’t even

Apple & Hadrian

hesitate and proceeded to check out this
lovely Fell tail while Apple took it all in.
It brought tears to my eyes. This lady
was so into checking Apple out and Apple was just soaking in all of the attention.
What a weekend! Both Apple and Hadrian were such a hit and great ambassadors for the Fell pony and FPSNA/FPS.
Seeing all of those smiling faces and
talking with all of those wonderful people, I know we met several future Fell
pony owners at the Expo, both young and
old.
I can’t wait until next year and we will
do it all again with FPSNA!
Wendy (& Larry) Ihlang
Musta Hevonen Farm
Rainier, Washington

Newfarm Apple Blossom & Lucas Stohr

Apple behaved like a trooper. She also
loved the attention from all of the people

The FPSNA banner sure gets around!
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(Left & above) - Brough-Hill Hadrian’s Wall
& Cheryl Dutton

(Right)
Strikin’ a pose
with Newfarm
Apple Blcssom

Newfarm Apple
Blossom & members
of her
“I Love Fell Ponies”
Club

Photos by Roxanne Dimyan

Sheila Amdor’s “I Love Fell Ponies” stickers
were a big hit. We could have used more!

Newfarm Apple Blossom

Cornelia Moore’s Friesian, Tjeerd, meets Newfarm Apple Blossom

“Thanks for your wonderful display of the glorious Fell pony. It was very informative (and
seductive, I sure want one …) We Friesian Club members sure loved having you there!”
… Gratefully, Cornelia Moore, Seattle, Washington

Upcoming
Events

FPSNA
plans to
participate
in 2005 at:

All 4 Equine Affaires:
www.equineaffaire.com
February 3-6, 2005
Pomona, California
April 7-10, 2005
Columbus, Ohio
September 16-18, 2005
Louisville, Kentucky - New!
November 2005
W. Springfield, Massachusetts
Volume 3, Number 2

Dressage at Devon Mountain & Moorland Competition (Devon, Pennsylvania) which FPSNA is once again organizing, will be the week after Equine
Affaire-Kentucky.
September 27-October 2, 2005
www.dressageatdevon.org
Midwest Horse Fair
April 15,16,17 2005
Madison, WI
www.midwesthorsefair.com
Nebraska Horse Fair
March 11-13, 2005
Lincoln, Nebraska

Rocky Mountain Horse Expo
March 11-13, 2005
Denver, Colorado
www.rockymountainhorseexpo.com/home.htm

Northwest Horse Fair & Expo
March 18-20, 2005
Albany, Oregon
www.equinepromotions.net/Oregon1.HTM

Iowa Horse Fair
April 8-10, 2005
Des Moines, Iowa
Iowa State Fair
August 11-21, 2005
Des Moines, Iowa
http://www.iowastatefair.org/home.html
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Overseas News
A few photos from the 2004 Fell Pony Society Breed
Show, August 14, 2004, Brougham Hall Farm, Penrith,
Cumbria, England, by Mary Jean Gould-Earley. Ponies
and riders have been identified to the best of our ability.

Thomas Capstick, Murthwaite Irina
(s. Heltondale Bobby,
d. Foggy Gill Prim)

Georgina Callister,
Sleddale David

Heltondale Misty IV - Supreme Champion
(s. Tebay Campbell Ton Victor,
d. Greenholme Dusty)

Barbara Bell, Waverhead Pearl II,
Waverhead Jewel (s. Waverhead Prince II)

Castlehill Glen

Mr. P. Metcalfe, Severnvale Grey Bobby,
Lunesdale Prince Henry

Bert Morland, Lunesdale Wild Orchid
(s. Lunesdale Mercury, d. Lunesdale Rebecca)

FPS North America Contact

A

special welcome to new overseas
member, Nick Woolley.

If you don’t know who Nick is, he is the
North America contact person on the
FPS Overseas Subcommittee. I had the
pleasure of visiting the Woolley’s farm
in northern England last August.
You may be more familiar with Nick’s
daughters, Emma and Jessica, whose
photographs have appeared (with their
ponies of course!) in past issues of the
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Fell Pony Express and also the FPSNA
calendars for 2003 and 2004.
Mary Jean Gould-Earley

T

hank you for welcoming me to the
FPSNA. I look forward to being a
part of the Society.

My aims are pure and simply to contribute to the future of our breed.
As well as being the North America contact for the FPS Overseas Committee, I

am also treasurer and my wife, Jane, is
secretary for the Fell Pony Breeders Association in the United Kingdom.
We currently have around 30 Fell ponies
on our farm that we breed and show nationally under saddle.
If you would like to see more, please
visit our website on www.littletree.com
Thank you again,
Nick
Great Asby, Cumbria, England

Fell Ponies Win the Bronze
for TEAM USA at
World Championships!!

R

By Mary Jean Gould-Earley

ecently I was thumbing through the
American Driving Society’s official
publication, The Whip, which is a great magazine but usually totally lacking in Fell ponies.
. . But this time, much to my surprise, a pair
of handsome Fell ponies caught my eye in the
centerfold photo, under the caption “Team
USA. . .”! I could hardly believe my eyes!
Now, I thought I knew of every Fell pony in
North America, since there aren’t many (!),
but who could these two be? So of course I
had to read the article to find out. Turns out
that the pair of Fells actually belonged to John
Farmer of Blinkeerie Farm, Scotland, who
kindly loaned them to Michael Muir of Team
USA. The World Championships for Drivers
with Disabilities took place at Hopetoun Estate, near Edinburgh, Scotland, in 2004, and
this is where Mr. Muir and the Fell ponies
won the Bronze medal for the USA. The full
story about this exciting and inspirational
event, by Hardy Zanke, is found on the pages
ahead - “Team USA Challenges Limitations
at World Championships”, from The Whip,
Vol 31, No. 3, September 2004. The article is
reprinted with permission from the author and
Ann Pringle, editor.
(www.americandrivingsociety.org)
Michael Muir, who recently retired as President of the US Driving for the Disabled, Inc.,
drove the Fell pair to earn a final score of
215.6 and the bronze medal in IPEC
(International Paralympic Equestrian Committee) Pairs. When Mr. Muir was asked how
he liked driving the Fell ponies, he wrote,
“The ponies were very handsome and energetic. . .fun to drive!” Fell ponies, with their
wonderful driving abilities and temperaments,
are well-suited for disabled driving. Of
course in the UK they are also popular for
Riding for the Disabled programs for similar
reasons.
In the photos from the event, the Fell ponies
driven by Mr. Muir are “Ben” (near side) and
“Josh” (off side). Awards at the closing ceremonies were presented by His Royal Highness Prince Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh, who
was also there to compete in another national
driving competition that was held concurrently at Hopetoun Estate. HRH Prince Philip
won the Pony Team Division in that event
with Her Majesty’s 4-in-hand Fell ponies.
(Michael Muir's groom is Alison Tyas.) Photos from the Hopetoun events are courtesy of
David Grant www.traceur.co.uk.
Michael Muir was diagnosed with Multiple
Sclerosis at the age of 15. A dedicated horVolume 3, Number 2

Michael Muir (& groom, Alison Tyas) driving “Ben” (near side) & “Josh” (off side)

man, he is also a passionate believer in what
people with disabilities can achieve. “He uses
‘Horse Journey’ to show by example that
disability does not mean inability.”
http://www.horsejourney.com/ In 2001, the
Horse Journey across America traveled from
the Mission San Diego on the west coast, all
the way to Washington DC. Covering more
than 3,000 miles, this epic trek took nearly 10
months. Last year, Horse Journey Europe
traveled through France, Belgium, Holland
and Germany on the way to the World Carriage Driving Championships for Drivers with
Disabilities in Greven, Germany. In 2003,
Horse Journey followed the route taken by
John Muir in his first great wilderness adventure, “The Thousand Mile Walk” to the Gulf.
Starting in Louisville, Kentucky the Journey
went through Tennessee, North Carolina,
Georgia and Florida to arrive at Cedar Keys
on the Gulf of Mexico in December. On this
journey, Michael's companion was Cindy
Goff, who was paralyzed in a riding accident
more than twenty years ago. Cindy is a
wheelchair user working for the Cardinal Hill
Rehabilitation hospital in Lexington, Kentucky. She shows wheelchair patients how to
adapt to active living.
Michael Muir also happens to be the great
grandson of America's most famous naturalist, John Muir. Born in the coastal town of
Dunbar in southeast Scotland in 1838, John
Muir has been called “The Father of our National Parks”, “Wilderness Prophet”, and
“Citizen of the Universe”. “He started his
wilderness adventures following an industrial
accident which rendered him blind for a short
time. When he recovered his sight, he vowed
to never turn his vision away from the glories
of nature. He explored wilderness areas in
California's Sierra Nevada, and Alaska's glaciers. He was a passionate advocate for wilderness preservation. His writings contributed greatly to the creation of Yosemite, Sequoia, Mount Rainier, Petrified Forest, and
Grand Canyon National Parks. John Muir's
book, A Thousand Mile Walk to the Gulf is

what inspired his great-grandson Michael to
follow this journey.” John Muir was also a
founder and the first president of the Sierra
Club (http://www.sierraclub.org) . Today,
with over 700,000 members world wide, this
influential organization continues the important work of wilderness preservation. John
Muir had a great love for the hills and mountains here in the USA, much like his home
back in Scotland.
“Climb the mountains and get their good tidings.
Nature's peace will flow into you as sunshine flows
into trees. The winds will blow their own freshness
into you, and the storms their energy, while cares
will drop off like autumn leaves.”
(from Our National Parks , by John Muir, Boston
and New York, Houghton, Mifflin and Company,
The Riverside Press, Cambridge , 1901, p. 56.

United States Driving for the Disabled, Inc.
(http://www.usdfd.org/) was founded in 1982.
Their mission statement reflects their belief that the
lives of individuals who are physically, emotionally
and developmentally challenged can be improved
through experiencing the art of driving horses in a
safe and challenging environment. Their vision is
to provide the extraordinary benefit of therapeutic
driving to as many people as possible. ... United
States Driving for the Disabled, Inc. selects, trains,
develops and provides support for Team USA to
compete in international championship events. At
their headquarters at the Gayla Driving Center, in
the heart of the Bluegrass of Kentucky, they provide guidance and support for individual drivers
and instructors, as well as assistance in developing
new programs offering driving to the disabled
throughout the United States. They also maintain a
stable of suitable driving horses and a variety of
accessible carriages, offering training from the
beginning level to the peak of international competition. United States Driving for the Disabled, Inc.
supports, selects and trains the elite drivers of Team
USA that compete in the World Championships for
Drivers with Disabilities. Their design innovations
strive to bring the joy, art and skill of horsemanship
within reach of those challenged by disability. It is
great this organization has discovered that Fell
ponies are well up to this challenge!

Information about “Horse Journey” from www.horsejourney.com courtesy Michael Muir.
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FPSNA
Breeders
Braeberry Farm

Cheryl Dutton
11919 SE 272nd Ave.
Boring, Oregon 97009
Phone: 503-663-0868
Email: rcdutton@gbronline.com
Laurel Highland Farm

Edward T. Earley, DVM
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
Web: www.laurelhighland.com
Email: lhf@sunlink.net
Majestic Stables

Dan Shanahan
2687 St. Rt. 274
Huntsville, Ohio 43324
Phone: 937-686-5202
Email: harnsmkr@loganrec.com
Musta Hevonen Farm

Larry & Wendy Ihlang
PO Box 1185
Rainier, Washington 98576
Phone: 360-446-0142
Web: www.fellponies.com
Email: fellpony@yelmtel.com
Sandhaven Stables

Amy Kroll
2685 144th Ave.
Dorr, MI 49323
Email: kakroll91@yahoo.com
Stonecreek Farm

Shannon Albert and
Karen Sorensen
1183 Oak Ridge Road
Denison, Texas 75021
Phone: 903-337-0255
Web: www.thefellpony.com
Email: stonecreek.farm@thefellpony.com
Toadstool Farm

Jacqueline Collen-Tarrolly
13547 Ventura Blvd. #443
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423
Web: www.toadstoolfarm.com
Page 28

Turkey Trot Rare Breeds

Jenifer Morrissey
PO Box 1034
Walden, Colorado 80480
Phone: 970-723-4316
Web:
www.raresteeds.com/TurkeyTrot
Email: workponies@frii.com
Victory Acres

Kristen Staehling
4937 Deer Path Road
Suffolk, Virginia 23437
Phone: 757-651-4601
Email: regalfells@juno.com

FPSNA Licensed Stallions
Stallions at Braeberry Farm:
Brough-Hill Hadrian’s Wall
FP50964C; License No. FP296R
Black; Foaled 1999
Stallions at Laurel Highland Farm:
*Waverhead Robbie
FP50109C; License No. FP178K
Black; Foaled 1993
*Waverhead Model IV
FP51000C*; License No. FP289R
Black; Foaled 1999
Stallions at Lost Creek Ranch:
*Orton Hall Danny
FP778C*; License No. FP104H
Grey; Foaled 1990
Patricia Burge 970-493-3047
8679 Cherokee Pk. Rd., Livermore, Colorado 80536
patsponies@earthlink.net

Stallions at Stonecreek Farm:
*Goytvalley Magic Minstrel
FP50026C*; License No. FP145J
Black; Foaled 1992
*Ralfland Ranger
FP51261C
Black; Foaled 2001
Stallions at Turkey Trot Rare Breeds:
Midnightvalley Timothy
FP50889C*; License No. FP287Q
Black with star and white
bilateral hind coronet to
fetlock; Foaled 1998
Stallions at Victory Acres:
Laurelhighland Knight Waver
FP50188C;
Black; Foaled 2000

FPSNA
Merchandise

Order
online at:
www.fpsna.org

Pony-harvested holiday decorations that bring
the smell of the Colorado Rockies into your home
for the holiday season.
Wreaths $35+ $10 shipping.
Jenifer Morrissey (970) 723-4316 or
workponies@frii.com
For Sale: Gorgeous 2003 black Fell pony gelding, super-sweet disposition, looking for his own
human!

High quality sweatshirts with FPSNA logo embroidered in black. These sweatshirts are Lee 9.75
oz. crews in ash (light gray color). Sizes available:
M, L, and XL.
Price: $30 (includes shipping in U.S.)
High quality tees with FPSNA logo embroidered
in black. These tees are Hanes Beefy T 100% cotton in stonewashed blue. Sizes available: M, L.
Price: $20 (includes shipping in U.S.)
Native Ponies of the British
Isles poster: 15x20 poster
professionally printed at
high-resolution on semi-gloss
paper, suitable for framing
(or laminating for exhibition
displays).

2004 black colt with abundant mane and feather.
2004 black colt, very agile, stud quality.
Jenifer Morrissey (970) 723-4316 or
workponies@frii.com

For Sale: Fell Ponies in Colorado 2005 Calendar. A little history, a little current events, a little
fun, lots of pictures. Interesting to anyone with a
Midnight Valley or Newfarm descendant or someone wanting to know more about the Fell Pony.
Printed on semi-gloss paper with room to write
appointments. $20 + $5 shipping.
Jenifer Morrissey (970) 723-4316 or
workponies@frii.com

All ponies shown are North
American representatives of
their breeds, with the exception of the Eriskay
which does not yet exist here.
Price: $15 (includes shipping in U.S.)
Make checks payable to
FPSNA, Inc.
Send to:

Please contact Mary Jean
first for item availability:
lhf@sunlink.net

Mary Jean Gould-Earley
All proceeds go to FPSNA
546 Lehman Ave.
Cogan Station, PA 17728 to help defray business
costs. Thank you!
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The Official Publication of
The Fell Pony Society of
North America, Inc.
c/o Roxanne Dimyan
2019 NE 179th St., #J45
Ridgefield, Washington 98642
Email: fellpony@pacifier.com

We’re on the web!
www.fpsna.org

We need
your help!

Show off your Fell
pony in the 2005
FPSNA calendar!

W

e need your help! Please support FPSNA by sending photos
for the 2005 FPSNA calendar ASAP!
You may simply send in photos to share
at no cost to you, or, if you wish to use
this opportunity to advertise, you may
sponsor a calendar month on a firstcome/first-serve basis for $30. For
sponsored months, the calendar page will
include your contact information, e-mail
address, web address and any other information you would like to share (will be
edited according to space). Limit one
sponsored month per person or family.
Any other photos submitted will be used
for any unsponsored months or included
in a photo gallery page, which will in-

Just wanted to tell you how
much I enjoyed the FPSNA
web site. It is a pleasure to
view, a feast for the eyes,
especially the slide show.
Thank you. It was exquisite!
Linda Williams
L ouisville, Kentucky

The Fell Pony Society of North America, Inc. (FPSNA), is the first Registered Overseas Branch of the Fell Pony
Society (FPS) (UK), anywhere in the
world. FPSNA is also the oldest and
largest Fell pony organization in North
America and was established in 2001
with the support of the majority of Fell
owners and breeders in North America.
We were legally incorporated in January
2002 as a not-for-profit organization.
Our mission is to promote and preserve the Fell Pony breed in North
America in ways that are consistent
with the rules and regulations of FPS.
All FPSNA breeders are members-ingood-standing with our registry, FPS,
through which all of our foals are registered and stallions are licensed for breeding.

clude a photo credit for photographer
and name of pony/ owner/ breeder, but
no contact information. Photos and/or
sponsorships from overseas members
are welcome, too!

The January 2005 issue of the magazine Horse Illustrated will have an
article on Fell ponies. FPSNA will
be placing an ad in the magazine that
will appear close to the article. I
first discovered Fells in Horse Illustrated with an ad from FPSNA and
that turned out to be one of the the
best days of my life!!

To pay via Pay Pal at www.fpsna.org,
you will need to use the “donation” box
and put in $30 for the amount, then email Kristen to let her know it is for a
calendar sponsorship.

Sheila Amdor

Also, please send only highresolution photos via e-mail (300
dpi). Low resolution images won’t
print well.

www.fpsna.org

Please send photos and information
to:

At the FPSNA web site
you can now:

Kristen Staehling
regalfells@Juno.com
or 4937 Deer Path Road
Suffolk, VA 23437

•

Fill out online membership for
FPSNA and FPS.

•

Make payment by PayPal using
your credit card for membership
and fundraising items (t-shirts, calendars … and more in the future!)

•

Read back issues of The Fell Pony
Express

by December 10th (first-come/firstserve)
Calendars will be available for sale by
Dec. 15th.

Email: info@fpsna.org

