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Message from FPSNA Chairman

A

nother year has come and gone already, but it has been another
good one for Fell ponies in North America! FPSNA, Inc. has once
again promoted the Fell pony from coast-to-coast, enabling new people
to discover the Fell pony everyday. We have a great group of people
here and thanks to everyone’s efforts a bright future for the Fell pony in
North America seems assured. The North American Fell pony herd thus
continues to grow by leaps and bounds.
I’d like to thank Sheila Amdor for doing a great job as General Secretary. Sheila will continue to serve as Executive Secretary while Wendy
Ihlang has stepped in to help out with General Secretary duties. Thankyou, Wendy! And thank-you Roxanne Dimyan for doing a great job as
newsletter editor!
Remember we are all volunteers and with an organization of over 70
members now, it is a lot of work for any one person to keep up with!
Anyone else that is interested in helping out, please feel free to join in!
Memberships expire as of December 31 so please remember to get your
renewals in … Thank-you again for all of your support!

Mary Jean and newborn filly,
Laurelhighland English Rose (August, 2000)

2006!
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
Chairman, FPSNA, Inc.

Wishing peace and best wishes to you all and to all your ponies for

I

received my copy of The Fell Pony Express [Summer 2005] in the post yesterday and I
wanted to say what a lovely surprise to see my colts on three different pages! I am honoured that you chose to use the pics and I am sure it will be something I will be able to look
back at in years to come and cherish.
Thank you so much. It's a great newsletter and one that I always look forward to receiving.
Best wishes,
Lesley Weston
Stoneybank Fell Ponies
Shropshire, England

Message from the Editor
My first pony wasn’t
a Fell, but it was the
next best thing until
the real one came
along!

2006 Newsletter
Deadlines:
June 1, 2006
November 1, 2006

Best wishes to all for
the New Year!
Roxanne Dimyan

Season’s Greetings!
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FPSNA News
Wendy Ihlang has volunteered to pitch in
as General Secretary. Thanks, Wendy!

Zone 3
Zone 1
Zone 4

Zone 2

Wendy Ihlang

General Secretary:
Wendy Ihlang
P.O. Box 1185
Rainier, Washington 98576
360-446-0142
info@fpsna.org

FPSNA Council Regional Representatives
Zone 1: Mar y J ean Gould-Earley
Zone 2: Kr isten Staehling
Zone 3: Sheila Amdor
Zone 4: Shannon Alber t
Zone 5 - Canada: Heather Ruther for d

Here’s the crew … Your FPSNA Council

Shannon Albert

Sheila Amdor didn’t
send a picture, but says,
“I USED to resemble Natalie Wood … or so they
say.” Is this close enough,
Sheila?

Chairman / Treasurer: Mar y J ean Gould-Earley
546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
lhf@sunlink.net
Executive Secretary / Vice-Chairman:
Sheila Amdor
17138 275th St.
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503
712-566-9355 info@fpsna.org
Council Member at Large: Shannon Alber t
1183 Oak Ridge Road
Denison, Texas 75021
903-337-0255
stonecreek.farm@thefellpony.com
Council Member at Large: Kr isten Staehling
4937 Deer Path Rd., Suffolk, Virginia 23437
757-651-4601
RegalFells@juno.com

Heather Rutherford

Mary Jean Gould-Earley

Kristen
Staehling

Council Member at Large:
Heather Rutherford
2611 20th Sideroad
Innisfil, Ontario
Canada L9S4J2
1-705-436-5476
rutherford_heather@hotmail.com

Roxanne Dimyan

FPSNA / FPS Branch Representative:
Jenifer Morrissey
P.O. Box 134
Walden, Colorado 80480
970-723-4316
workponies@frii.com
Newsletter Editor:
Roxanne Dimyan
2019 NE 179th St., #J45
Ridgefield, Washington 98642
360-258-5825
fellpony@pacifier.com
Jenifer Morrissey
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Is this in your
Fell pony library?

Have you renewed your 2006 membership?

We hope so!
If not, go to www.fpsna.org to
 print out a form
 apply online

Traveling to the UK? Try out Bed and Breakfast for Horses, by The Br itish Hor se Socie-

Fell Pony Society (UK) News
I received a note from the FPS Secretary, Mrs. Parkin, who asked me to
share the following with you:
"Council agreed last month to add a £5 postage charge to all Overseas
transfers because of the high cost of sending passports to Europe and the
States by recorded delivery." So the cost of transfer is £15 total now. I
was also told this would be updated on the FPS website soon.
Also, as a clarification for AI permits to those who asked, "it is £25 each
year and is for a calendar year". So you have to pay once each year for
a permit for 2005 calendar year, 2006 calendar year, etc.
Thanks,
Mary Jean Gould-Earley
FPSNA, Inc.

In Memory of
Frank Wales,
Lownthwaite Stud,
Cumbria, England

Three Lownthwaite Fell
ponies are currently in
North America, at Laurel
Highland Farm in Pennsylvania.

Lownthwaite Evelyn

Lownthwaite Monarch

Lownthwaite Orange Blossom

Pearly Bright

Laurelhighland Pearl with her “big sister” Jordan

Laurelhighland Pearl has been doing so well. This has not
been a very eventful year, no shows yet. We are just practicing
walking calmly on the lead (she still stops to stomp her foot when
she thinks we have done this one too many times) and trailer loading. I will be taking Pearl to local shows next year in preparation
for going to Dressage at Devon. So, I hope to be able to send
some interesting news during the next year.
Ann Riveiro
Pennsylvania

New Gelding in Town

MERRY
CHRISTMAS
and

a Happy Fell Year!
from

Sweet William
I’m enjoying my new home. We’ve been
doing a lot of riding, driving and getting to
know each other. I love peppermints!
More later.
Midnightvalley Sweet William
(and Susan Hulls)
Indiana

Bodie’s Buddy
Laurelhighland Knight Waver - ”Wavy”

Wavy [Laurelhighland Knight Waver] is now a gelding in
training to be ridden for US Pony Club.
Kristen Staeling
Virginia
Volume 4, Number 2

Bodie (Deerstones Boadicea) is two year s old. We
are in the process of building a relationship, as well
as setting some ground rules with respect!
Elissa Toro
Rhode Island
Bodie is the first Fell in Rhode Island!
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Fell Legend Farm’s New Addition
Out on our rolling fells in Lincoln, California are 4 black faces and lots of manes
and tails. If I close my eyes, I am 6 years
in the future and over half way to my
goal. We are growing by leaps and
bounds, but we are so blessed to have
been able to begin to make our dreams
come true.
In November, Cheryl Dutton, from Braeberry Farm in Oregon, entrusted me with
her wonderful 6-year-old stallion,
BroughHill Hadrian’s Wall and her
mare, Townend Bunny with little Braeberry Anne, 3-month-old filly by her
side. The three of them arrived in the
dark on [November] 15th. I had to use
floodlights for 3 days before I could see
them Saturday morning in the bright 75
degree California sunshine. I still pinch
myself every time I look out and see
them on our green pastures.
Hadrian and Bunny will be here until
March for training and return to Oregon
in time for the Equine Affair Expo. Annie will remain as part of our growing
herd of Fell mares. So you see, I am
looking into the future, at least until
March, dreaming of the day when I have
4 Fell ponies at Fell Legend Farm.

A Star is Born

First Trail Ride on
Hadrian
I rode Hadrian yesterday for the first time.
He remembered me
from last March at the
Equine Affair in Oregon and was a perfect
gentleman. After a
refresher in the round
pen, we headed out to
the 400-acre oak forest
and rode up and down
hills, through streams
and creeks. Hadrian
was accompanied by 3

Rene Bender and Broughhill Hadrian’s Wall

geldings and started in the back, but
worked his way up to the lead position
and remained there the rest of the ride.
The first creek was small and he worked
his way across without jumping. The
second creek is Coon Creek, wider water
crossing with a small current. He bravely walked in, and then bolted half way
across, running into old Woods, a 22
+++T.B. gelding. I think he thought he
needed to rush before the water swallowed him up. He seemed to realize all
the other horses were enjoying the cool
drink and he was happy to try it too. The
rest of the water crossings he took in

stride. He made quite an impression on
my friends, who came to watch me ride
him for the first time here at Fell Legend
Farm. Everyone expressed an interest in
owning a Fell after seeing Hadrian and
his calm good nature and brave trailblazing.
Rene Bender
California

“Kris Fulwiler, who many of you know
from watching her transform from
fearful to confident on the “Jumping
with Confidence” DVD with Linda
Parelli … ”
Sounds like a must-have DVD, even
though she wasn’t riding her Fell mare,
Midnightvalley Mountain Daisy!
Kris’s story is updated in the October
2005 Savvy Times, p. 48:

Kris Fulwiler &
Midnightvalley Mountain Daisy,
Midwest Horse Fair, Madison, Wisconsin,
April 2005

Who knew we had a star in our midst?
If you belong to the Parelli Natural
Horsemanship Savvy Club, you might
have read the following in the July 2004
Savvy Times, p. 25:

Woolie Minnie
Here she is, Newfarm Minneola! 5months-pregnant and in the beginning of
her winter woolies. I think that she is
enjoying pregnant life (much more than I
did) and the trail rides that we go on together. She just plows right through the
trails and is so much fun! She's such a
sturdy pony and has a great upbeat walk.
Elise Miller
Washington State

“Parelli official Level 3 graduate, Kris
has become one of the first two nonDutch judges for the Royal Friesian Stud
Book. … Congratulations, Kris!”
Kris herself says: “Daisy and I haven’t
been doing much of anything, actually.
Just no time. Too many horses … I am
interested in promoting the grey Fell.”
Kris Fulwiler
Wisconsin

Right - Newfarm Minneola & Elise Miller
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In Classy Company
I love the picture with my daughter England and Majestic Madeline. We took
that picture after we had her for about
two weeks.
England loves the horses. Mustahevonen
Zorro and Majestic Madeline ar e her
favorite. She trail rides with Zorro. He
has been lightly broke out and England
weighs a whopping 43 lb. He is so laid
back and just a joy for us to have
him. He is by far one of the friendliest
ponies.
Some people came out today to see the
horses and, of course, Zorro had their full
attention. He is so cute! That's what
everyone says. I'm sure he has found his
forever home.
England is so comfortable with Zorro, I
think they have a special bond because
it's almost like he knew she was kind of a
timid rider and he just does whatever she
wants and they do it together. He was
the best gift Grandma could have ever
given.
Now, Casper [Stonecreek Grey
Ghost],on the other hand ,is a sweet-

Majestic Madeline & England

heart, but I think I'm more partial to him
and I am going to keep him for myself. He is going to be an awesome guy!
TaLeekia Bennett
Michigan
www.abitofclassfriesians.com

Above , right - Casper (Stonecreek Grey Ghost)
Right - Mustahevonen Zorro & Steffen on his first
day in Michigan

Regally Yours

A Majority of One

Laurelhighland Jake, is now called
"Regal" , our bar n name. He is now 16
months old and was at the Equine Affair
in Springfield, Massachusetts over this
past weekend [November 9-12, 2005].

Stonecreek Morgaine has been with
me almost a year. She is growing well,
and definitely has lots of hair. She is
learning to ground drive (in a halter),
getting used to traffic, and basically just
learning her ground manners. Most of
the time she spends in the pasture playing
with her friends. She is the only Fell
pony I know of in eastern Washington
and attracts lots of attention wherever she
goes.
Susan Hill

He was the only baby of 5 Fells in attendance. It was a great learning experience for him and he was a big attraction.
He enjoyed being in the breed demonstration on Friday morning and in the
booth stall both on Friday and Saturday.

Washington State

Mary Jean was there to see him and took
pictures. I think Shannon or Karen may
also have taken some photos. Sorry we
have none to offer at this time as we had
to resort to a throw away one as our camera also recently died. Maybe Santa may
come up with a new one? Olga and I are
finding our new "son" a challenge, but a
great pleasure. We look forward to the
day when we will be able to drive and
ride him.
Bruce and Olga Hausser
Massachusetts

Regal (Laurelhighland Jake),
Bruce and Olga Hausser
at Equine Affaire Massachusetts,
November 2005

Right - Stonecreek Morgaine
Volume 4, Number 2
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A Magical Visit
Just returned home from a magical visit
to Stonecreek Farm to meet all their celebrated Fells.
They have 28 horses and ponies on the
ranch altogether. With almost all the
Fells being black, it was mind boggling
trying to remember who was who, so it
took me almost a full day just to sort out
their names. As the old saying goes, "All
the girls were pretty and the men handsome." Baby Rosie, I just wanted to
stuff in my pocket and fly home with, but
I think Stonecreek would have missed
her right away!! They have one young
mare, named Bonny, that I just adore,
and Marti was very friendly, too!

all I can say is, she's like riding a rocket.
At any time I expected her to sprout Pegasus wings and take flight! She is incredible! Karen had said Glory would be
an awesome ride, and she was right. I
really wish I had taken my 13" endurance
saddle, as the western that they put me on
was 17", the stirrups could not be raised
short enough for me and flapped about
considerably, so it was even more amazing to ride her and feel how smooth she
was and how very fast.
Five of the 2005 foals are still there, being weaned in preparation to go to their
new homes and it was a neat experience
to meet them all, to see how their person-

Both the stallions, Ranger and Mini,
were very well mannered and friendly.
They know they are pretty cool guys! So
awesome and impressive, but quite sweet
with it. It’s great how both the stallions
will take time to play and fuss with the
foals.
I truly could go on forever, they all really
impressed me. So much that we are even
talking of moving to Texas!!

Some of the older mares were quiet, but
they were all nice. I think all the younger ones really enjoyed having a visitor, as
it seemed that all I did was walk around,
petting and hugging black ponies!
(When I wasn't playing with Sushi that
is, one very amazing Sphinx cat, who is
smart, friendly, and incredibly playful.).
Aly looks like a unicorn she is so very
white, her feathers actually sparkle. I
was even tempted to look under her forelock for a spiral horn.
Glory is the glamour girl. She loves having an audience and all the devoted attention you can lavish. Definitely a "Look
at Me" kind of girl and deservedly so!
Shannon and Karen let me ride her, and

who is out of Inglegarth Celebration,
"Glory" (same girl that I was lucky
enough to ride), by Goytvalley Magic
Minstrel. I loved that I was able to play
and work with him on my visit and I
think he is going to be a very special boy.
He will hopefully be delivered to our
farm sometime next week and I just can't
wait, I already miss him so much!

Thank you so much, Shannon and Karen
for my Magic visit, I hope we can Celebrate together again sometime!! Happy
Holidays to all from everyone at
Darchangel Farm!
Sue Brown
Indiana

Sue Brown & Glory (Inglegarth Celebration)

alities differed. One of the youngsters is
my little colt, Stonecreek Black Prince,

Hullabaloo
Larry and Wendy Ihlang of Musta Hevonen Farm in Rainier, Washington, are
proud to announce the arrival of our 2nd
stud colt for our breeding program: English import, BAY Fell stud colt, Geordans Prince Baloo! Baloo's Sir e: Wellbrow Raider, Dam: Meres Juliette. He
was purchased from Jules and Tim Jordan of Geordans Stud on Hayling Island
(UK).

Far left - weanling,
Geordans Prince Baloo.
Photo by Jules Jordan
Left - yearling,
Geordans Prince Baloo.
Photo by Gina Feakins

Baloo is a lovely boy and will be a great
addition to our breeding program as will
our other BLACK stud colt, Laurelhighland Romany Boy, who was imported inutero by Laurel Highland Farm. We are
looking forward to having them both get
their stallion licenses next year!
Larry & Wendy Ihlang
Washington State
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Elise Miller came to our farm to see our
new stud colts. Right - Elise Miller and
her daughter, Mustahevonen Taisto and
our trainer, Lucas Stoehr.
The Fell Pony Express (FPSNA) - Fall/Winter 2005

Show Me Fells
Things are busier than ever at Kimberlake Farms. Thornbeck Jade began in
hand training with Sarah Burke at Sac
River Stables in Springfield, Missouri.
Jade often became the center of attention
at Sac River Stables. On one occasion,
her corral was next to the show ring and
she became visibly excited when children
began showing up for a 4-H horse show.
When the kids started to run barrels, she
would race each one to the end and back.
Eventually, when she showed no signs of
tiring, she had to be moved to another
area so the kids could focus! Judging by
her high-flying antics when she is excited, Jade is going to be quite the jumper.
After training with Sarah for two months,
Jade made the 1,100-mile trek to Devon,
Pennsylvania. Jade debuted in her first
USA show at Dressage at Devon. She
competed in a class of 5 Fells ranking
third with a score of 76. We are pleased
her scorecard showed she received all
points possible for conformation and
movement. With some maturity and experience in the ring, Jade is sure to make
it to the top of her class in the future.

Ready, Set … Trot!

Meres Juliette will soon join Kimber lake Farm. She is expected to begin her
journey from Hayling Island, England in
November and arrive at Kimberlake just
after the start of the New Year. Juliette
is in foal for 2006 to Llancloudy Gabriel.
We are quite excited about this pairing.
Juliette will be Kimberlake’s first bay,
and our first ridden Fell pony. It will be a
couple of years before Jade and the others are ready to ride, so Juliette will get
to travel with us to the expos across
America to display the Fells under saddle.

Dana Hern & Thornbeck Jade

Stonecreek Magic Minstrel has
been a very busy boy this fall.
With the successful completion
of his stallion inspection and
licensing, we expect his first
foals in the fall of 2006.
Kimber Bishop & Dana Hern
Missouri

Stonecreek Magic Minstrel, Drybarrows May,
Kimberlake May Belle, and Kaylee

they trotted out onto the track with all the
"professional" Standardbred horses!
They drew quite a crowd of people, all
asking, what ARE they? They held their
own amidst all the racehorses, and never
spooked or got nervous with all the goings on at the track.
After a month they came home, and the
trainer remarked that they are so easy to
work with, just take them out and jump
on their backs - they will be fine! He
was right. My 9-year-old daughter,
Meaghan, has been breaking Gypsy,
since Mom can no longer ride, and a
friend of the family is working Winston.
They are coming along nicely, and are

really fun to work with.
Enclosed are pictures of Winston under
saddle, although I would not say he loves
to work (he would rather socialize), he
tolerates all our antics very well. One
final note - if Winston looks large, it is
because he is. We finally put a stick on
him, and he is a whopping 15.1h - the
large economy size Fell!
Thanks for letting us share!
Patty Gallagher
Gypsy and Winston

Majestic Winston

Well, here is the news from Sunshine
Hill Farm, home of Majestic Winston
and Laurelhighland Gypsy. Since my
husband Matt owns trotters, we decided
to send Winston and Gypsy to his trainer
for driving lessons.
The pair were the talk of the town, as
Volume 4, Number 2

Heading down the home stretch … it’s …

Majestic Winston!!
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Fit for a King
Kings Oak Stables is nestled just 2 miles
from the shores of Lake Huron in the
"Thumb" area of Eastern Michigan. My
husband and I bought the 30-acre farm in
1997 and spent 2 years fixing it up. Our
first residents were Clydesdales, which
we just used for pleasure driving.
Being originally from the UK, although a
North Londoner and not from "Fell"
country, I had always wanted to introduce British Native ponies to my area.
As a child, I was always in awe of the
Fell ponies that I saw, but never able to
afford to own one! We were, however,
lucky enough to have run-of-the-mill
ponies with whom we were quite successful at local shows and British Pony
Club rallies.
With over 30 years experience with horses and ponies and the opportunity now

upon us, we have just imported two exceptional "Littletree" colts. Littletree
Sirius Black (by Lunesdale Prince Albert, out of Restar Mountain Dolly)
and Littletree Highwayman - a grey colt
(by Lunesdale Mercury, out of Lunesdale
Gypsy Rose) will be the foundation
stallions for our small Fell pony stud.
Next July, we will also be bringing over
the outstanding filly Littletree Tia Maria
and broodmare Greenholme Una to complete our foundation stock. Tia Maria has
already had a very successful show ring
career in the UK, ( winning at the Royal
Agricultural Show this year) as has

Heather S. Kyle
Michigan

Sid - Littletree Sirius Black

Greenholme Una

Littletree Tia Maria
Royal Show 2005

Prince Albert and Gypsy Rose. Their
accomplishments too numerous to list,
but can be found along with photos at
www.littletreestud.com. Our goal is to
produce top quality Fell ponies from
champion bloodlines for all disciplines.
For more information, feel free to contact
me at KingsOakStables@AOL.com!

Ned - Littletree Highwayman

Strolling Stallion
Now that the weather has cooled,
Starbuck has resumed his ground
work. We're ground driving him up
and down the roads, through the
woods and pastures … just trying to
expose him to as much as possible.
He's taking to it like a duck to water.
He has also passed inspection and is
now a licensed stallion.
Stonecreek Starbuck
(Ferrymount Timothy X Heltondale
Rosanna Xl)
Reg. No. FP70208
License No. FP394
Stonecreek Starbuck
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Jan Galland
Texas

Stonecreek Starbuck
& Jan Galland
Starbuck is now a licensed stallion
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Changing Seasons
Seasons Greetings from the snowy
mountains of Colorado. My stallion
Midnightvalley Timothy has been assisting me with timber cruising this fall,
evaluating the quality of timber to enable
my partner’s logging business to bid on
it. The picture shows us coming in from
a snowy ride that was highlighted by my
dog surprising a rabbit and chasing it
under Midnight’s nose. He just stood
and watched; I felt very lucky to have
such a mild-mannered mount. I’m wearing orange because it’s hunting season.

Jenifer Morrissey and
The Fell Ponies at
Turkey Trot Rare Breeds
Colorado

The second picture is of Guards Apollo
and some of our fall colors. I imported
Apollo this summer after he was licensed
as a stallion in England. I’m thrilled with
his temperament and conformation so
far, and he grows and changes every day.
I look forward to many years of with
him.
Best wishes for healthy and happy holidays,

Wedding Fell

Left - Guards Apollo
Above - Jenifer Morrissey & Midnightvalley Timothy

An Evening Jaunt

“Bridesmaid” Chloe (Laurelhighland English Rose)
Bride, Courtney, and father-of-the-bride, John Skivington

Midnighvalley Poppy and Megan Tong

Although Chloe [Laurelhighland English Rose] was a
gift to me from my husband, as you can see, she quickly
became the love of his life, along with the bride, Courtney! Apparently she became bored the week of the wedding and ate her beautiful black leather halter, so John
had to make a quick substitution. Too bad we didn't
have a pink one on hand!

[An update from Megan Tong, before she and Midnightvalley Poppy left for their fir st ter m at the Univer sity of Texas-Austin.]

Another good plug for the breed ... Chloe is staring at an
enormous white tent with about 125 people and a 10
piece band playing. Her paddock is in another part of
the property, so she had just come around a corner and
seen the activity for the first time. We love her calm
disposition. We can always count on her to be a good
girl!
Cathy Skivington - New York
Volume 4, Number 2

We've been taking her for evening drives on the road and she is
doing fabulous … There was a point in her training ... that she just
suddenly and calmly accepted that this was her new job and from
then on has been wearing the harness and cart as though born to it,
which I suppose in a way she was!
She enjoys her carting evenings as much as I do.
Megan Tong
Gig-on-the-Fell Farm
Texas
New web address:
www.theclassygoldhat.com/farm.html
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Wild Is the Wind

Deerstone’s June Bug
2004 Equine Affaire, Massachusetts

This has been a great year for WindSwept Farms. We are now up to 3 Fell
ponies with two foals expected for next
summer. Our first Fell, Deerstone's June
Bug, is in foal to Waverhead Model IV
for a 2006 foal. June Bug finished her
riding and driving training this past year
as well. My middle daughter, Kacy, has
been riding and driving her, and having a
great time.
Our first import is now in the country.
Lunesdale Mountain Heather, aka
Mary, is currently at the Cornell CEM
facility in Ithaca, New York. We will be
bringing her to our farm on November
4th or 5th. Mary has many ridden championships in the UK and has competed at
the top level. She is bred to Guards Jester for a 2006 foal. We will be r iding
Mary for only about another month or so,
and then she will be turned out until after
the foal is born. We hope to continue her
riding career next year after the foal. My
youngest daughter, Emily, will show
Mary once they are ready.
We are also thrilled to announce the addition of Hardendale Black Jack, aka
Merlin, to our farm. Merlin is an 8-yearold gelding who is trained to ride and
drive. He has spent two summers at the
Kentucky Horse Park promoting the Fell
pony and we hope to continue using him
for educational purposes. Merlin will
continue to be used for showing and expos to help promote the Fell pony here in
the US. My oldest daughter, Lindsey,
will be working with Merlin using Natural Horsemanship and will be helping me

Laurel Highland Farm Celebrates 10th Anniversary

Waverhead Robbie and Waverhead Model IV
with Nicole Cable on Laurel Highland Farm’s
10th anniversary cake
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We had our Open Day at the
farm on September 30th with a
quiet little 10th anniversary celebration for Laurel Highland
Farm. What a treat it was to be
able to enjoy it on a gorgeous
fall day with Fell owners from
as far away as California, Florida, Minnesota, Texas and the
UK! Thanks also to Nicole Cable and our stallions who helped
to “decorate” the anniversary
cake!
Drs. Ed & Mary Jean
Gould-Earley
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania,
USA
www.laurelhighland.com

with the expos in the future.
Our goal at WindSwept Farms is to breed
ponies true to type with exceptional temperaments. We believe that our three
wonderful ponies will be great ambassadors of the breed.
Lisa Kyer
New York

Lunesdale Mountain Heather & Lisa Kyer

Above - Hardendale Black Jack and
Deerstone’s June Bug
Left - Lunesdale Mountain Heather and
Jessica Woolley (in England)

What a Goodfella!
Our Canadian driving trip this summer
was great. Bullwinkle [Kelmscott
Goodfella] was ver y patient and did
well. We even got him hitched to a
cart, all very successful for a first time.
Since then my mother has been very ill
and I have not been able to devote
much time to my horses. I try, but it is
not near enough. My husband, son and
I did make it to the Equine Affaire in
Massachusetts, and I introduced myself
to Mary Jean. The booth was great and
it was really nice to meet her.
Marci Wenn
New York
P.S. Maybe Santa will bring a new
computer and a digital camera so I can
send pictures through email.
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Sweet as Candy
Mustahevonen Rheged’s Lemon Drop
is doing wonderful. She definitely has a
mind of her own. We took her to the
Grundy County Fair and put her in some
draft pony in hand classes over the
Fourth of July. She received a first
place in the Junior eighteen and under class and she received third in
Showmanship.

let all out together they are inseparable. She does tend to think that she
is the boss sometimes with our other
horses, but they usually put her back
into line pretty fast.
She is very smart and sociable. My
grandchildren love her and claim her

She does get a lot of attention when
we take her places. We also think
she enjoys that attention.
She does have this stubborn streak
that arises whenever you try to make
her to what she doesn't want to. It
takes some patience to coax her into
doing those things, but she doesn't
seem to balk at things. She loaded
her first time beautifully, without
hesitation.
She has already made friends with
our other horse, Rose, and when we

Mustahevonen Rheged’s Lemon Drop

as their own, and Lemon Drop is very
gentle with them and other children. She
does like attention.
Jean and Tim Wissmiller
Illinois

Mustahevonen Rheged’s Lemon Drop

Me and My Shadow
shows were truly all about experience for him and me as well! I have
never handled a stallion before and
he is really a good-natured boy considering his excitement at seeing
large horses!

Scooter and Laurelhighland Victor

It has been a busy summer for Mini
Whinny Acres! Laurelhighland Victor
went to two dressage shows and did very
well. He placed third at his first show
and behaved like a teenager at the second
one, so we didn't place, but we learned a
lot! He still put on a great show for everyone, strutted his Fell pony self all over
the warm up pen, bucking, whinnying
and flying around at mach 12 when I let
him loose for a while in the pen. Both
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As many of you remember, he lives
with three miniature horses, Bo Bo,
Nugget and Scooter. Scooter is the
boss, even over Victor! They are
together all the time and Scooter
was pretty sad when Victor went to
an overnight show. I plan to take
Victor to Devon next year. Perhaps
Scooter will have to tag along! As
you can see by the picture, Scooter
has copious amounts of winter hair!
Victor is catching up and Bo Bo is
furry, too. We have to add that
Nugget went to nationals in Tulsa
and won Reserve National Champion in Geldings 32" and under and was
away at the trainers for four months. I
was nervous that Victor would not accept
him back, but Scooter had a little talk
with Victor and after one day all was
well.

big the horse was, I said, “Well, she is a
two-month-old filly,” and the staff all
said, "Well, this shouldn't be too bad
then." I said, "You haven't seen a Fell
pony butt! She has a butt like a bale of
hay!" It was a cute butt, a powerful kick,
and I still love her and her princess attitude. Incidentally, she is Mary Jean's
foal out of Brackenbank Poppy, who
went on to win Supreme Champion in the
Mountain and Mooreland class. I believe
Miss Athena was well known by all at
the end of the day.
So, it is after all that commotion and
wanting to show Victor myself that I
have decided to geld him so that I can
have a better chance at staying out of
harm’s way!!
I hope everyone enjoys the upcoming
holidays and stays cozy and warm with
their Fells and animals this winter!
Still Scootin’ along!
Lisa Lindholm,
Victor and Scooter
Michigan

I sure had a good time at [Dressage at]
Devon, despite a kick from a little
"princess" named [Laurelhighland] Athena. I had to " stop" by the ER to get
checked out and when they asked how
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Summer Breeze ...
Hello everyone from Maryanne, Roger
and Cody Spencer, of Summerfield,
Florida, home of Llancloudy Magic Diamond. So much has happened this
year. As some of you know, we finally
received Diamond, our 5 y/o grey Fell
stallion the end of May, from Llancloudy
Stud, in Hereford, England. Diamond is
sired by Goytvalley Magic Minstrel in
Texas, and older brother to Tuck
[Llancloudy Abraham] in Califor nia.
Diamond is really sweet, and intelligent.
And, as you can see in the pictures, he is
quite capable and willing. We plan to
further his training in several disciplines,
including driving. He has been shown
twice so far, once at a local show at Wellington in Florida, and then, Dressage at
Devon in Pennsylvania, and was in the
ribbons in both shows.

Helingey Baroness
Photo: Gina Feakins

Devon was so exciting, and electric. We

Llandoudy Magic Diamond in training at Willow Run Farm, ridden by Jennifer Holling.
Photo: Reg Corkum

Llancloudy Magic Diamond in training at
Willow Run Farm, Ocala, Florida. The rider
is Jennifer Holling, who is long listed for the
Canadian Team.
Photo: Reg Corkum

finally met some other Fell owners, including Mary Jean Gould-Early, Lisa
Lindholm, Kimber Bishop and sister Dana, Rene Bender, Elaine Dunson, and
Mr. and Mrs. Bert Moreland. I hope I
got everyone's names right. Please forgive me if I didn’t. It was a little stressful at times there. This was our first time
there, so we were very enamored with
the atmosphere and stunning presence of
the beautiful and so talented dressage
horses, ponies, and of course, riders. Not
many people knew what Fells were, and
were eager to know more about them. I
was more than happy to tell them of the
Fell’s versatility, stamina, kind nature,
and intelligence.
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Diamond's first breed class was an inhand, open stallion, 4 y/o and older class.
As this was his first show in the U.S.
against horses, (not ponies) of different
breeds, Hanovarian, Andalusian, Thoroughbred, etc., I did not know what to
expect. However, to our delight, he took
5th out of 10! Several people came up to
us and complimented him on his movement, conformation, and beauty. We
were very pleased he was so well received.
And of course, the Mountain & Moorland Class was an eye opener. I have
never been around so many different
British ponies of different breeds in one
place. This was our first M & M Class,
and we learned a lot. Diamond did extremely well, taking Reserve Champion
of the Fell Class, and 7th out of the top
ten of the whole M & M Class of Ponies
of the British Isles!
Last, but not least, we have just received
our 3½-year-old black Fell mare, Helingey Baroness (s. Underwoods Drummer, d. Brakenbank Gypsy II), fr om
Llancloudy Stud in England. She is 9
months in foal to Llancloudy Gabriel, of
Hayling Island, England, Jules Jourdan

Helingey Baroness
Photo: Maryanne Spencer

(owner). So, we can officially call ourselves " Fell Pony Breeders".
Diamond will be available for stud starting Jan. '06, via A.I. Our farm is now
named "Summerfield Stud". Our Web
site is still: www.magicalsteeds.com,
e-mail is: info@magicalsteeds.com. It
will be updated soon.
Thanks for listening,
Maryanne Spencer and family
Summerfield Stud
Florida
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Doodle Bug

him to keep him in shape and happy. Of
course, we spoil him when he lets us and
he lets us do that quite often. He loves
his carrots and gets a good supper each
night. Once a week he gets a peppermint
treat, which hangs outside his stable. He
will play at that for hours, nibbling it
away.
Anyhow, I am attaching a couple photos
I took over the last weekend of Doodlebug... relaxing and working pulling his
work buggy. He has a more formal buggy, but ‘til he has a little more training
we are saving that one to show him off :)

Deerstones Doodle Bug

Deerstones Doodle Bug is doing quite
nicely and turned three in July :) We are
taking our time training him and driving

Deerstones Doodle Bug

and insights.
Derrick Manson
New York

It is nice that the "fell society" is composed of such nice people. I have been
very thankful for some of their comments

Two of the ponies
at Stoneybank
Fell Ponies
Lesley Weston
Shropshire, England
FPSNA Overseas Member

Townend Dinkie V

“Pretty in pink” - Llancloudy Mina

Final
deliveries of
the year!

New Arrivals

Majestic Lucy
s. Waverhead
Model IV
d. Carrock Sybil

Braeberry Anne
s. BroughHill Hadrian’s Wall
d. Townend Bunny
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Braeberry Bonnie Lass
s. Peepings Raven
d. Ravenscairn Selkie

Stonecreek Fawkes Mystique
s. Goytvalley Magic Minstrel
d. Sprintghyll Peggy
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Laurelhighland Fell Pony Twins!
While Mother Nature’s wrath devastated the south in the form of Hurricane
Katrina, our area was hit with a deluge.
But while all of this was going on, Laurel
Highland Farm had a miracle occur: the
stork dropped off an unexpected, extra
heavy load -- TWINS! Venus and Adonis ar e out of Guards Blossom (aka
Jasmine) by Waverhead Robbie.

and also because of the timing of the
subsequent Ultrasound (too early … and
then too late!), this mare's twin pregnancy remained undetected until birth.
Two nights before the birth, my husband asked our 3-year-old daughter,
Janelle, what she thought the mare would
have … She said, "It's a girl … No it's a

helped that his mother seemed to have
more milk than a dairy cow! But his
sister had definitely had more than her
fair share of the uterus, being betternourished and nearly straight-legged at
birth, while poor little Adonis looked so
skinny and crooked from being crammed
in a small spot. Both were structurally
sound, and with a little time and activity
Adonis’ legs “unfolded” to a more normal appearance.
Sadly, Mother Nature's reprieve was
far too short and tragedy ensued … We
lost little Adonis just shy of 5 days old.
The poor little guy was just too small about 32# or roughly15 kg, which is less
than 1/2 the size of a normal newborn
Fell - so small I could easily pick him up!

Venus (right) and Adonis (left) at 12 hours
old - wet from the hurricane!

Out of about the last 1,800 registered
Fell pony foals, there have only been 2
sets of registered twins (at Townend and
Dene Fell Pony Studs in the UK). Including our twins, that would make the
incidence about 1 pair of live twins in
600 births, so this was a rare event indeed. The horse is one of the few mammals that cannot readily adjust to carry
twins. The problem is that a single foal
requires a large placenta, which is just
not efficient enough to share the uterus
with another fetus. Less than 10% of
twin fetuses make it to term, and only in
about 15% of those will both twins survive after birth. More often than not, one
twin is much smaller and weaker than the
other, and most often will perish within a
week or so of life. Twins are also dangerous to the mare, resulting in increased
complications such as retained placenta.
Normally, if twins are diagnosed by 30
days gestation, one of the sacs will be
"pinched" by the veterinarian in order to
decrease the risks for the dam while increasing the chances the 2nd twin will
survive. This is something we have had
to do several times with a Friesian mare
known to regularly double-ovulate
(which is the source of twins in 95% of
equine twin pregnancies.) However, for
a variety of reasons, including being naturally-bred in a herd situation (when the
breeding season was essentially over),
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Blue-eyed beauties: Venus (left) and Adonis
(right) at 12 hours old (soaking wet
from the hurricane!)

boy … No … It's a boy-girl." Ok, so I
guess she is psychic! The night before,
poor Jasmine had the biggest bag of milk
I had ever seen on a pony, and could
barely walk! I asked the poor lass,
“What are you going to deliver … a
calf?!” The next morning, I checked her
and I thought labor was imminent, but
had to rush off to work. Sure enough,
right after I left, she gave birth. It was a
miracle that my husband happened to be
there – he usually is off at work that time
of day, but because Lauren started kindergarten that week and he was taking
her to school, he was around. Both twins
were still in their sacs after delivery and
were too weak to make a real effort to
break free, so I am sure if Ed had not
been there, they both would have died
right then. Venus was the larger/stronger
of the two. Adonis was “limp as a dishrag” when he was born, and Ed had to
stimulate him to get him to breathe and
then to try to stand up. He lifted him
right up and latched him onto his dam to
nurse, in order for him to get precious
colostrum. By afternoon Adonis was still
weak, but getting up on his own to nurse
and continued to improve after that. It

Mary Jean, Venus (rear) and Adonis (front)
at 1-day old.

He had been nursing fairly well up until
then, but not as well as his sister, and
being so small he just had no reserve. In
the course of a day he went from being
fairly energetic to suddenly weak, and
although he tried hard to nurse he just
couldn't seem to do it on his own anymore. Jasmine was easy to milk and he
gratefully accepted the supplement I offered. Nonetheless he continued to rapidly deteriorate, despite IV fluids and
medications, too. His bloodwork showed
he had kidney failure, and by evening he
passed away. We are heartbroken to
have lost such a beautiful and friendly
colt! But all the love in the world just
wasn't enough to save him. Just another
case of "survival of the fittest" … for
which Mother Nature had no mercy.
Perhaps the choice of names was a
curse - by all accounts Adonis always

The Fell Pony Express (FPSNA) - Fall/Winter 2005

Laurelhighland Fell Pony Twins (cont.)

seemed to be the "mere mortal" of the
two, just like the original tragedy. In any
case, we will never forget the miracle we
witnessed with the birth of such a beautiful pair - the sight of them together was
just so amazing - a special memory we
will always cherish!
Mary Jean Gould-Earley

Left - Venus, 5 days old
Above , left - Mary Jean and Adonis
Above, right - Venus, 5 days old

Competitions
2005 Lorenzo
Driving Competion

Laurelhighland English Rose (aka
Chloe) did ver y well at the Lor enzo
Driving Competition [in July], despite
the judge having an obvious bias
against feather!! She earned multiple
ribbons, driven by John Skivington,
and had the fastest time of any in the
5-mile marathon, despite grueling heat
and humidity. Chloe, you go girl!
MJ

Laurel Highland Farm’s licensed stallions
Waverhead Robbie (off side)
and Waverhead Model IV (near side),
driven by Nicole Cable.
Photos: My Star Photography

Walnut Hill
Carriage Driving
Competition
2005
Pittsford, New York
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2005 Dressage at Devon Mountain & Moorland Pony Competition
Overall Results
Results

Supreme Champion, Brackenbank Poppy
and Mary Jean Gould-Early
Photo: The Paisley Pony, www.theplaidhorse.com

Dressage
At
Devon

Pony

Score

Supreme Champion

Brackenbank Poppy (Fell)

87.000%

Reserve Supreme Champion

Tangwyllt Dawna Lisa (Welsh Cob)

84.000%

Third

Tudor Blue Bell (Dales)

83.000%

Fourth

Glenhaven Barossa Valley (Welsh Cob)

83.000%

Fifth

Kynynmont Moira (Connemara)

82.000%

Sixth

Morning Glory Ilyushin (Connemara)

82.000%

Seventh

Llancloudy Magic Diamond (Fell)

82.000%

Eighth

Mirkwood Midnight Aurora (Shetland)

80.000%

Ninth

Ridgetop Windy City (Connemara)

79.000%

Tenth

Ridgetop Hazy Blue (Connemara)

78.000%

Youngstock Champion

Fox Cry Nicodemus (Welsh)

77.000%

2005 Dressage at Devon Mountain & Moorland Pony Competition
Fell Pony Results

Devon, Pennsylvania

Pla

Fell Pony

YOB

Owner
Mary Jean
Gould-Earley

Breeder

Handler

Score

1

Brackenbank
Poppy

1999
mare

M/M D.
Wilkinson

Mary Jean
Gould-Earley

87.000
%

2

Llancloudy
Magic Diamond

2000
Maryanne
stallion Spencer

Llancloudy
Stud

David Linn

82.000
%

Thornbeck Jade

2003
filly

Dana H. Hen- JM Rawlinson
ry

Dana H. Hen- 76.000
ry
%

Laurelhighland
Athena

2005
filly

Mary Jean
Gould Earley

Nan Berry

73.000
%

Hinter

2003
colt

Stephen Feys

Kimberly
Beldam

73.000
%

ET & MJ
Gould-Earley

Llancloudy Magic Diamond

D

ressage at Devon, the world’s largest open breed show, featured the second annual MIXED MOUNTAIN & MOORLAND IN-HAND COMPETITION ), open to all purebred, registered British Native ponies .
Held on September 29, 2005, the class was judged by Bert Morland
from the UK. He is a recognized National Pony Society and Ponies
Association (UK) judge, who is on all of the Mountain & Moorland
Breed Judging Panels. Mr. Morland has over 40 years experience in
judging British Native ponies and is also a member of the Fell Pony
Society Council (UK).

Thornbeck Jade

A Native pony exhibition was also held , which included an instructional judging clinic. The day concluded with a Parade of Breeds,
once again showcasing all the British native ponies at this prestigious
event!

Organized and co-sponsored by the Fell Pony Society of North
America, Inc., this event was in memory of
Exmoor enthusiast, Sarah Selby.
Laurelhighland Athena
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Two Fell-Crazy Gals at Devon

W

hat a fantastic event. I flew to Philly
with Elaine [Dunson], practically holding my hand the whole way. I hadn’t flown in 30 years and it
took these Fell ponies to get me to hold my breath all the way
there and back. We arrived and got to the show early. The rain
was threatening, but it held off most the day with just a few
sprinkles. The Mountain & Moorland class was an all-morning
event. We saw every Native breed except the Exmoor. Of
course, for me the Fells were the best. Llancloudy Magic Diamond, from Florida, was spectacular and really showed us his
stuff. We visited him and his owners and had a delightful conversation and saw him up close and personal. And then I saw
her…after 41/2 years of emails and phone calls, I finally got to
meet Mary Jean. She is so gracious and fun loving and was just
the way I imagined her to be. After big hugs, she rushed down
to show her Fells in the class. When the awards were given out,
it was the perfect ending to a perfect day, with Mary Jean winning the overall. It couldn’t have been more exciting.

from California and we came to just watch this class … We
must have been known as the Fell-Crazy Gals from California….
Rene Bender
California

Bert Morland did an educational talk after placing the ponies
and gave handouts to us all.
Elaine and I did a little shopping at the show, and jumped in our
car and headed across half the state of Pennsylvania to Williamsport and spent the night. Lisa [Lindholm], from Minnesota stayed at the same hotel, so we gave her a ride to Mary Jean’s
the next morning, after a very leisurely breakfast, talking Fells,
the show, and the excitement Lisa had at the show with little
Athena.
We arrived at Mary Jean’s early to help her ready the ponies for
all the guests later that day for the Open House. I really think
this was the best part of the trip for me. We started with the
babies and we saw little Venus, who will be living in California
with Joanna soon. Joanna lives about ten miles from my house
and has visited [Laurelhighland Rose] Petal many times. I
took lots of pictures with Oreo the goat, following me around,
getting in the way of my shots. Finally, I got the group together
with a group shot and, well, Oreo made it in the picture. He
popped his head up just as I snapped the picture. I think this is
my favorite shot, good of everyone including the goat …Oreo.
As we made our way from paddock to paddock, the ponies all
came to greet us. Mary Jean did most of the work, but I enjoyed the conversations and learned so much from her during
this grooming session. The truth is, Mary Jean loves these ponies and they all love her. She was such a delight to watch.
It was time to go back to the house as the guests were arriving.
I did get to talk to Mr. Bert Morland and shared with him a few
pictures of Petal. He was very kind and I felt I was in the presence of a wonderful man who really knows his stuff. We had to
go, as we knew on a Friday night, traffic would be bad, however, I could have stayed a week just talking Fells. The food and
drink was wonderful and Mary Jean gave me a piece of the 10
Years Cake as we left for the airport. I will never for get this
trip and it took the incredible pull of the Fell pony to get me
back in an airplane. When people asked at the show, “where do
you live?”, it was fun to see the reaction when we said we are
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Llancloudy Magic Diamond & Maryanne Spencer

Lisa Lindholm, Mary Jean Gould-Earley, Oreo the goat,
Laurelhighland foal, and Elaine Dunson

Mary Jean with Guards Blossom and Laurelhighland Venus
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After an intense foaling season (8 foals in 7 weeks),
[Goytvalley Magic] Minstrel and I headed for Louisville, Kentucky. Sheila Amdor brought her 3-year-old,
Llancloudy Moses, a son of our own Minstr el to shar e
in the booth duties. This event was a busy one, as we only
had two ponies. For our ridden demo, I handled Moses,
and we were able to sweet talk the clinician, Julie Goodnight, into riding Minstrel. I was glad that Julie is such a
great rider, because as Mini went into the arena, he had to
give a little buck. With Julie on board, I don't think anyone even noticed!

Louisville, Kentucky
Sept. 16-18, 2005

Mini was scheduled to do a demo on the last day with
Julie Goodnight in the Youth Pavilion for the kids. Mini
& I walked from the barns to the farthest reaches of the
fairgrounds to get to our demo. We were being led by one
of the Equine Affaire clinic coordinators. We arrived and were
sent into the demo ring. Both Mini and I stood there in front of
a crowd of about 100 people, sweating and out of breath. A
woman with a microphone walked into the arena with us and
began talking about clicker training. You can only imagine the sinking feeling I got when I realized that this was
not Julie!! We scurried over to the coordinator and told
him again that we were supposed to be doing a demo
with Julie Goodnight! The coordinator swung open the
gate and all 3 of us took off running for another part of
the building. Fortunately, it wasn't far and we arrived in
the nick of time. Mini did well with his demo, but it
took me until it was half over to recover.
Karen Sorensen
Stonecreek Farm
Texas

Goytvalley Magic Minstrel
and Julie Goodnight

“GaWaNi Pony Boy
stopped by and commented
on what nice conformation
[Moses] has. I think that
made both Sheila’s and my
day to hear a well-known
clinician give a compliment
like that.”
Kimber Bishop

Llancloudy Moses

of 4 days. We decided to take Glory
(Inglegarth Celebration) for our East
Coast debut. Sue Barry brought two ponies, Stonecreek Song of Solomon
(Sully) and Greenholme Tina (Lena),
Susan Roy brought Laurelhighland
Prince, and Br uce and Olga Hausser
brought Laurelhighland Jake (Regal).

Springfield,
Massachusetts
November, 2005

For our final exhibition of 2005, we decided do the Equine Affaire exhibition
that is held in West Springfield, Massachusetts. This is one of the largest equine exhibitions in the country with over
100,000 people attending over the course
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Glory and I took off on Saturday, November 5th, for the 1800 mile trip. We
took it slowly, not traveling more than
about 430 or so miles per day
before stopping for the night. It
took 4 days to get there, but
Glory had the chance to get at
least 10 hours of rest in a stall
and some turnout every night. I
think it worked out well for us,
as she arrived fresh and ready to
go (me too).
It was great to have all of the
help and the additional ponies in
the booth and the ridden demo.
Shannon and I actually had a
chance to do some shopping and
see some of the other exhibits.

The ridden demo went very well, with
Lena being driven, Glory ridden Western, Prince ridden Dressage and little
Regal being shown in hand. It gave us a
great opportunity to demonstrate how
versatile the Fell pony really is.
Karen Sorensen
Stonecreek Farm
Texas

Greenholme Tina (Lena) with trainer John Bennett
(Hi-Vale Morgans) in the breed demo
The Fell Pony Express (FPSNA) - Fall/Winter 2005

Equine Affaire - Massachusetts (cont.)

Lena and John warming up outside
the Mallary Arena.

Lena being driven to the demo.
Proud “daddy” Steve Barry cleaning the cart wheels

Stonecreek Song of Solomon
(Sully) attempting to take a nap
in the breed booth. He was so
good, and just loved all the petting and kissing.

My husband, Steve, was beaming when John drove Lena
(Greenholme Tina) in the br eed demo. He kept saying,
"That's our little girl in there!"
John Bennett, our trainer, did a fantastic job with her. He
showed the crowd just how handy these ponies can be … even
at the young age of 4-1/2! We had a lot of fun at EA. It was
tiring, but was such a good experience for the ponies as well as
myself. I know that if my ponies can handle all of that, they
can go anywhere! I am also the more confident for it. We also
could not have had 2 finer people to share the week with than
Karen and Shannon ...along with Goldy; Bruce & Olga; Sue
and Sherry; and Mary Jean. It was nice to finally meet some of
the Fell folks!
Sue Barry - Connecticut
See page 7 for photo of Regal (Laurelhighland
Jake) at Equine Affaire-Massachusetts.

Sherry leading Laurelhighland Prince down to the demo. Walking
beside her is owner, Sue Roy. To the right of her is Mary Jean.
Walking behind are Shannon Albert (in red) and Karen’s mom, Goldy.

Other than Glory (Inglegarth Celebration), this was the first
expo for the other four ponies and they just took it all in

Upcoming
Events

This is Winston [Stonecreek Timothy’s Mir Image] and myself at the Los Angeles
Fairgrounds in September for the "Horses of the World". He was the only Fell around
that could make it. It was a good experience for Winston and myself. It was his first
time out with a group of horses. Here he’s pictured after getting out of the ring (not
me holding him) and in the barn with my niece Nicki and myself. We are off to a
driving clinic in January and then maybe the Equine Affair in February and then off to
colt starting. Can't wait to ride... ...maybe I will see some of you there.
Pam Walters
California
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FPSNA
plans to
participate
at:

 Equine Affaire:
www.equineaffaire.com
February 2-5, 2006
Pomona, California
April 6-9, 2006
Columbus, Ohio
November 9-12, 2006
Springfield, Massachusetts
 Northwest Horse Fair & Expo
March 17-19, 2006
Albany, Oregon
www.equinepromotions.net/Oregon1.HTM

 Midwest Horse Fair
April 21-23, 2006
Madison, Wisconsin
www.midwesthorsefair.com
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Bringing Up
Baby
By Mary Jean GouldEarley, MD

T

he Fell pony
population continues to grow in
North America, primarily through the
breeding and selling
of youngstock, which
comprise the current
majority. As new
owners are anxious to
get their little ones
started on the right
track, they often ask
Lauren Earley (as 4 yo) &
for advice. The most
Laurelhighland Beatrix (10 days)
common question is,
“When is the best time to start training and/or breeding a Fell
pony?” While various trainers and perhaps new breeders may
disagree on the “right answer” to this, most veterinarians would
probably give the same answer. That is, wait until a filly is at
least 3 to breed. And wait until a pony is at least 3 or 4 to start
any serious training – even then going slowly with them because they are still growing! The medical rationale behind this
training doctrine is also probably why the British Driving Society will not allow ponies younger than 4 years of age to compete in their events, just as years ago by law ponies were not
allowed to work in the mines until at least age 4. And if one
asked longtime hill breeders the same question, the answer
would likely be the same, not necessarily because of veterinary
advice, but because that is the way it has been done “forever”
and has worked! For centuries, weanlings or “suckers” would
be kept in semi-feral herds until they were “stags” (unbroken 3
and 4-year-olds), when they would be brought to the Brough
Hill Fair and other similar markets in droves. (Note: “Brough”
is pronounced like “tough”). The Brough Hill Fair was established in 1330 AD as a major autumn market in northern England for livestock and other merchandise, and especially for

Fell ponies tend to learn quickly and approach new things
with sensible caution. Here Janelle seems to be showing she
has the same tendency!
Photo: Janelle Earley (as 2 yo) with Laurelhighland Sapphire
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Fell ponies. The unbroken stags would be sold to tradesman,
dealers, and other sorts to be trained for work under saddle, to
pull light carts, for packwork, or trained to gears for use in the
local mines. Although the Brough Hill Fair no longer serves
this purpose, the tradition of raising Fell ponies in this manner
continues, and there are still markets and fairs in which unbroken Fell ponies are sold. And while the numbers of semi-feral
herds continues to dwindle, young Fell ponies raised on the
fells today still may enjoy unbridled freedom (literally!) just as
Nature intended, until age 3 or 4 when they are bred and/or
started in training. If the training is started at age 3, it typically
consists of only a short period of light training to start the pony
under saddle or in harness. Not uncommonly, after this the
pony is turned back out with the herd until the following year,
to give it another year to mature.
Fell ponies, like most large or big-boned horses and ponies,
are slow to fully mature, and are not completely “filled out”
until age 7 or 8.
Nonetheless, depending on the
individual pony of
course, they can be
lightly started under saddle or in
harness at age 3-4,
and are usually
easily trained because of their intelligence. This ease
of training even
applies to fellraised ponies
which may have
had little or no
handling at all before maturity, yet
nonetheless with
the right encourLunesdale Rock Rose (aka “Roxy”) looks like
quite the ‘glamour girl’ with all that hair, but
agement can belooks are deceiving and she was still very much come as easy to
a baby at only 2 years old. At this stage she
handle as their
was too young for breeding or serious training, stable-raised counand lived out with our herd.
terparts. As with
any breed, young horses should not be overworked. This is
especially important before the growth plates in their long
bones have fused, since applying too much stress to these
weight-bearing bones (via riding or doing too much cantering
and/or lunge work on tight circles with 2-3 year-olds) can cause
permanent damage. Congenital unsoundness in Fells is almost
unheard of, but this does not mean that a Fell cannot be rendered unsound from overzealous training at a too-young age.
Patience in waiting for Fells to mature generally pays off, because they tend to be long-lived in addition to hardy and sound.
Thus, while many breeds might be retiring, a Fell may be just
coming into its prime. Indeed, most Fell ponies probably live
for more than 15 years, and many ponies compete successfully
in the show ring well beyond that age. Many live for 20 years
or more, and Fell ponies living and even being gently worked
until their early 30’s is not at all unheard of.
Skeletal maturation studies of various breeds have been reported. Although no one has done a detailed survey of the skeletal maturation specifically of the Fell pony, anecdotal evidence
(x-rays of various parts at different ages in this breed) thus far
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generally concurs with the literature, notwithstanding individual
variation.1 As a rough approximation, the horse's growth plates
tend to fuse from the bottom up, meaning those closer to the
ground fuse first. The actual times vary by breed and by individual. And although some breeds have been selectively bred
to for faster development (eg., Thoroughbred, Quarter Horse),
their development may appear more advanced on the outside
than it actually is on the inside. So take these numbers from the
literature with a grain of salt and remember that all horses, regardless of breed, take 6-8 years to fully mature (including
the Fell Pony. ) Individuals can also var y by a year or
more, especially when you are talking about larger breeds and/
or males, particularly geldings, which on average may take
longer to grow. (Castration before puberty delays the closure of
the growth plates.) Note that growth plate closure times vary
somewhat in the published literature.2,3 Approximate closure
times, as reported in the veterinary radiologic literature 3, include:
Forelimb:
Scapula (shoulder blade): 1-2 years
Humerus: lower par t 3-4 months; upper part 2-3
years
Radius & ulna (forearm): 2 - 3 years
Coffin bone: bir th
Small bones of knee: 1.5 year s
Cannon bone: 6 months
Pastern: bir th—1 year
Coffin bone: bir th
Hindlimb:
Femur: lower par t 2 - 2 1/2 years; upper part 2-3
years
Tibia: lower par t 1.5 – 2.5 years, upper part between
3 – 3.5 years
Hock (including calcaneus): 16 months—2 yrs.
(Lower portions below hock similar to forelimb.)
Pelvis: 10-12 months
Vertebral column (spine):
C1-C7 (neck): 4-5 years
T1-L6 (back): 2-4 years
The relative lag in “closure” of growth plates in the neck and
back is important to understand, particularly with an abundance
of vertebrae and associated growth plates there. This does not
mean they can't be ridden, but this has to be done in a safe way
to avoid permanent injury. Starting a young horse in driving
(as opposed to riding) is another option, which (assuming a
light cart/driver) may be less stressful on young spines. For
riding, a properly-fitting saddle that distributes the weight well
is imperative for any horse, especially if less than 8 years
old. It is equally important not to put too heavy a rider on a
young horse because of the increased stress that would
cause. The last growth plates to "close" are those in the animal's neck, so you also have to be very careful not to yank the
neck around on a young horse.4 This is also important to remember even before training under saddle – for example, some
people train a horse to tie by just tying them, and one should
realize that if the horse pulls back hard it could permanently
damage the growth plates there and/or fracture the neck, which
happens not uncommonly.
In my husband’s equine veterinary practice, the most common sites of growth plate injuries he sees include those in the
neck, the distal radius (at the knee), and the fetlocks. “It is easiVolume 4, Number 2

est to think of a 2-year-old horse as being equivalent to a human teenager – lanky, still growing, and prone to injury.”
With this in mind, let us now consider the topic of “teenage
pregnancy”! Just as it is important not to start serious work
under saddle or in harness before age 3, breeding a filly before
that age is equally risky to the long-term health of the pony.
The combined weight of a pregnant uterus eventually exceeds
100 pounds, which is an awful lot of weight for a growing filly
to carry for months on end, particularly with her immature
spine taking the brunt of it. Most hill breeders, “would not
breed a 2-year-old filly – or not on purpose anyway!” Some
other breeders have said they would breed a 2-year-old filly
simply to try to “stunt her growth” for fear she will go over
height. There is no scientific basis for this belief, and in fact
such a practice is unlikely to affect the ultimate height of the
pony. More likely it will simply delay the onset of maturity by
slowing the growth rate. Some breeders have also noted that
fillies bred before maturity may actually end up with a permanent growth disturbance such as uneven growth (with unequal
heights of withers and croup), but this anecdotal. There are,
however, well-documented risks in breeding immature fillies.
The first is that the added weight of the pregnancy can affect
the growing bones, in particular the joints, just as riding an immature pony can pose similar risk, and may thus result in premature arthritis. Another well-known risk of breeding physically
immature fillies is hip dystocia, in which the filly’s pelvis is too
small to deliver the foal, and the foal literally gets “stuck” in the
birth canal at its hips. This, of course, can have disastrous consequences, including death of both the foal and its dam. Thus,
most veterinarians and breeders recommend waiting until fillies
are at least 3 years old to breed them, not only so that they can
have a chance to grow and mature normally, but also to have a
much greater chance of a successful delivery.
A young Fell pony may appear very deceiving to those less
familiar with the breed -- that is, they are big-boned, sturdy
ponies and may seem “big enough” at a young age to train or
breed them. But do your pony a favor and err on the side of
caution, realizing they may look big on the outside but are still
babies on the inside! Each pony is an individual, which also

The most common question is, “When
is the best time to start training and/
or breeding a Fell pony?” While
various trainers and perhaps new
breeders may disagree on the “right
answer” to this, most veterinarians
would probably give the same answer.
That is, wait until a filly is at least 3
to breed. And wait until a pony is at
least 3 or 4 to start any serious
training – even then going slowly with
them because they are still growing!
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should be taken into account, including an assessment of both
physical and mental maturity. More often than not, if your
pony isn’t mentally ready for training, it will tell you! This
does not mean one should not do any training with younger
ponies. Of course, lessons on ground manners can begin with
youngsters of any age. And, as long as the pony is mentally
ready, it won’t hurt most 2-year-olds to get them used to tack

Lunesdale Rock Rose & Lauren Earley

and to begin teaching them with non-strenuous groundwork, as
long as they are not asked to pull or carry heavy weight or do
anything else that is strenuous. Most importantly, give your
young pony some time to grow and further establish a bond
with you. Patience will pay off because not only will the bond
will be unbeatable, but your pony will be much happier and
healthier in the long run!
MJG

When Roxy was imported at around 7 months
alongside her almost 5 yo dam, they were rather
“wild” as they came from a semi-feral herd. Nonetheless, with some handling, both became very easy
to train. As a 3 yo, Roxy was lightly started under
saddle, which she readily accepted. By the end of
her 2-month training period she was even quiet
enough to give our girls a ride lead-line, and smart
enough not to dare put a foot out of place with such
precious cargo! Of course, not all 3 yo Fells are
ready for this kind of job – some may take
longer … and some may never be this wellbehaved! But here is Roxy shown posing as a 3 yo
with 3 yo Janelle, and also with 5 yo Lauren Lunesdale Rock Rose & Janelle Earley
riding lead-line. After this she was turned
back out with the herd to continue to mature. She will not be full-grown until
age 7 or 8.

This article was excerpted and adapted from Gould-Earley, Mary Jean, The Fell Pony Family Album (manuscript), © 1998-2005. Please note
that original Fell Pony Express version of this article was printed in error but was republished in the archived version correctly..
Selected References:
1 Unpublished

data of author and Edward T. Earley, DVM

Bennett, PhD., Dr. Deb, “Ranger” (The Equine Studies Institute) http://www.equinestudies.org/conformation.htm, 2001
(Accessed 2002)
2, 4,

3Butler

JA, Colles CM, Dyson SJ, Kold SE, Poulos PW. Clinical Radiology of the Horse, 2nd Edition Oxford: Blackwell Science Ltd; 2000

Overseas News

Fell Foal Syndrome Update
2005
Summary of a presentation by Mr. Paul May, a Veterinary Surgeon from Cumbria, at the Fell Pony Society’s Autumn AGM
(October 2005). Paul May has been involved in caring for
foals and assisting researchers with the Fell Foal Syndrome
since the problem was first identified over a decade ago.

the inaccurate journalism has done far more damage to the
breed than the syndrome can through loss of affected foals.
The breed is buoyant at the moment, twelve years on from
when we reported the first identified case, but has gone through
some difficult times.

If a breeder has their first case, or suddenly has a greater percentage of their foals affected, they will think that it is on the
increase. So presumed changes in incidence can be very subjective.

I was disappointed to read that some believe that breeders are
holding up the progress of the research through not cooperating. I can only assume that the author was badly misquoted in the article. We have no right to demand material from
assumed affected foals, there is enough trauma involved with
the whole process of owning a foal where suspicion about an
illness gradually evolves to the realisation and then the dead
foal. The involvement must be freely offered and we must respect all points of view. Three or four years ago we told you
that we had all the samples we need, that large scale sampling
was no longer necessary. The truth of the situation now is that
we do require more samples but they are from specific animals
that we can target and the owners have already agreed fully to
that sampling. We will never turn away offers and in some way
can offer a service to advise on the likely outcome from tests.

In the News:

Status of Research:

The Fell pony has been blighted over the years by sensationalism in the reporting of the syndrome. It has often been said that

The situation from the various research centres is as follows. In
the UK, the samples are all stored and the laboratories are ready
to run, they just have no funding. The original grants have been

Incidence:
The incidence appears to be constant, there are minor fluctuations in presumed numbers but they do appear to average out
each year.
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spent doing the essential ground work that prepared the way for
the next phase. The University of Liverpool are providing a
pathology service to offer post mortem examinations on suspected dead foals. They can also help with blood testing of live
suspect cases using their B lymphocyte test, which is available
through your veterinary practice. This test can be helpful but
unfortunately if carried out at an inappropriate stage of the disease can give rise to false hope in an affected foal. In this country we do not have an import license to bring material in from
Europe or the USA.
As many of you will know, there has been a group set up in the
USA to organise a research effort over there. They have
brought together a similar list of specialities as we first assembled here in the UK to work together on the problem. The current situation over there is that they are going to start some preliminary genetic work in order to present enough evidence to
their National Institute of Health (NIH) to warrant a grant application that would fund the full genetic investigation. The geneticist at the University of Kentucky that is also working with
this team does have an import license in place to enable them to
receive samples from Europe. We have a package of samples
ready to go to them made possible by the generosity of those of
you who have donated money and blood and bone marrow samples. The situation in the USA represents a very exciting development with the first true genetic work getting under way.

to all those centres which are involved in the research without
favouritism. We feel very strongly that the momentum must be
maintained in the research and we must continue to contribute
towards the final goal of this research.
What We Know:
We don’t actually know very much that has any practical application after all these years. The major assumption is still that
this is a genetic condition but I agree with those who doubt the
simplicity of the expression of the genetic fault. There may
well be an environmental trigger that is needed for the foal to
become a syndrome foal or the inheritance of the trait may not
be the simple recessive condition that has been assumed. The
work that has been done was vital to establish some early principles. The time has come to move on to the next phase.
What the Future Holds. . .
Finally, I would like to say that I feel that there are many difficult times ahead but the sooner the research can be concluded
the sooner the information can be made available to Fell pony
breeders that will enable you to start to breed out the syndrome
in the way that suits you best.
(This information was kindly provided by Paul May.)

In my practice we have continued to act as a contact point for
the exchange of information for vets and breeders in this country and in other parts of Europe. We are collecting samples
when offered them and also actively seeking out the specific
animals referred to before. We are continuing to send samples
Frank Wales dedicated the Resurrection window which includes a Fell pony. . .
The Church is in Cumbria, England (St Cuthbert's Church, Milburn).
The Artist, Alex Haynes, writes…
The Brief
The brief from the church was to produce 2 new windows for the two light window
at the rear of the north side of the nave: the left hand light given in memory of Barbara
Alma Collins to depict the nativity and the right hand light given in memory of the
Wales Family to depict the resurrection. The two light work as a pair to represent the
birth and rebirth with the images of the sun and the moon to indicate the passage of
earthly time.
The Resurrection Window
The subject here is the appearance of the Risen Christ to Mary
Magdalene. The scene is in the Garden of Gethsemane at sunrise, the
rising sun and the strong red and gold light from the top of the window
indicating God the Father, the dawning of a new understanding of the
Resurrection and the certainty of Eternal Life through the Risen Jesus
with the dove of the Holy Spirit descending, thereby bringing together
the Trinity.
Mary Magdalene in the foreground is shown kneeling with her hands clasped, having been rebuked by Jesus for trying to touch Him. Her robe of violet indicates love,
truth and passion and close to her are the jars of spices and ointments which the tree
women had brought to the grave site earlier. The pomegranate to the right of the window is one of the symbols of resurrection and the hope of immortality contained in the
Easter message. The dedication panel in memory of the Wales Family of Lownthwaite
carries a Fell pony, a reminder of the work this family have done to support the
survival of the endangered breed.
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In Memory of Mr. Frank Wales (1924 - 2005)
Lownthwaite Fell Ponies, Cumbria, England

1964 photo shows Johnnie Walker 4140 winning the Supreme Championship at the FPS
Stallion & Colt Show with owner, the late Mr. Frank Wales of Lownthwaite (holding the Lady Yule Cup), and his brother Mr. Thomas Wales.
(Johnnie Walker was later imported to Canada by Mr. Edward P. Taylor (a.k.a. “E.P. Taylor”), a
Thoroughbred racing giant.)”
From The Fell Pony Family Album (c) Mary Jean Gould-Earley.
Photo courtesy of Christine Morton.

Henry Francis (“Frank”) Wales, 1924 – 2005
The son of Henry and Sarah Annie Wales, Frank was born at
the farm, Lownthwaite near Milburn, Penrith [Cumbria, England]. Frank was lucky to reach his 10th birthday; having contracted TB he spent two years in a Northumberland sanatorium
together with 443 other sufferers; he was later to learn that he
was one of only 2 people to survive. Consequently, Frank
missed much of his early years of schooling, returning home
from the sanatorium be travelled back and forward to Milburn
School each day riding a Fell Pony. Frank attended his first
meeting of the Fell Pony Society in 1947, which was held at
The Guards, the home of Mr Richard Little. It was at this meeting that the idea of the Stallion enclosure scheme was endorsed.
Pony numbers had plummeted in recent years, and it was estimated that there were no more than 50 registered mares and the
number of quality stallions was limited. This was the beginning
of Frank's close involvement with the Fell Pony Society, being
a Council Member until 1999.
Frank retired from farming in 1995, which gave him more time
to devote to his beloved ponies, taking great pride in the fact
that a number of Lownthwaite ponies were owned by her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. With great enthusiasm he would regale visitors with stories of 'what it was like in the old days.'
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Giving advice freely … Perhaps a lasting memory for many
will be his advice regarding the purchase of a pony ... " Buy a
pony because you like it. Listen to what others have to say, but
back your own judgement. Only ever buy a pony because you
like it; because if you don't like it when you buy it you will never like it. If you don't like it you won't enjoy it and if you don't
enjoy it, then you should sell it and buy something else."
Frank lived during a time of great change from a time when
horses and ponies were an essential part of everyday life to the
modern era when pony ownership is a luxury rather that a necessity. Frank feared that this social change would dilute rather
that strengthen the attributes of the Fell Pony. It was to this end
that the ponies of Lownthwaite continued to be kept and managed in the traditional manner.
Frank is survived by his wife Marjorie, daughters Linda, Christine and Frances and grandchildren Linda-Jane, Claire and Lucy
Rigby, George Henry and Alison Morton, Francis and Lyndsey
Awde.
Christine Morton
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Linda Jane Rigby’s address at
Frank Wales’ funeral:
“Frank was my Grandad. I always
remember him as a kind, funny man,
whom everyone was pleased to see.
He always had a twinkle in his eye and
a pocket full of midget gems, which
he’d happily share with you as long as
you did not mind the fact that they
probably had a bit of straw or fluff
stuck to them.
He always looked as if he was about to
get up to mischief and when he was
younger he looked so much like the
actor Danny Kaye that my mum remembers him being mobbed in Kendal.
He sometimes even signed autographs
for people!
I know that, for me and my sisters, our
happiest childhood memories are of the
holidays we spent at Lownthwaite
helping Grandad on the farm.
We were always excited at being allowed to help out and Grandad, (never
The late Frank Wales and family greeting HRH Prince Charles in Melmerby
a great fan of exercise), was quite hapat the opening of the new village hall.
py to sit on his Massey Ferguson tracLeft to right: Lownthwaite Bramble, Alison Morton, Christine Morton, Lyndsey Awde, Frank Wales,
tor giving instructions whilst we
Frances Awde; HRH Prince Charles in foreground. Photo courtesy of Christine Morton.
jumped out to open the gates or ran
behind the tractor acting as stand-in
shares to the very end, instructing Christine to buy 5,000 shares for
sheep dogs. I’m sure that we were often more of a hindrance than a
him 2 days before he died.
help, but he always had time for us and made sure that our stays were
interesting and fun.
Most importantly though, Grandad could talk to anyone and usually he
did. He had no airs and graces and he treated everyone the same. If
It was only last night that I discovered how jealous my two sisters
you went up the fields to see the Fell ponies, you had to climb into the
were that as the eldest grandchild I was the one who was most often
bucket/transport box on the back of his little grey tractor and hang on
allowed to go off with Granddad as he checked on the Fell ponies or
for dear life, praying that your route wouldn’t take you over too many
fed the sheep.
lumps or bumps which might result in you being thrown out.
Something that always struck me on these visits was the fact that the
animals would always come rushing over to Grandad. Partly because,
of course, they hoped that he was going to feed them, but because he
always treated them with kindness. I never once saw Grandad treat an
animal roughly.

When the Queen’s Equerry, Colonel Miller, came to view the ponies
for the Queen he had to climb into the bucket just like everyone else
and when Prince Charles came to Melmerby a few years ago, he was
probably surprised to find a Fell pony (brought along by Christine,
Frances, Alison and Grandad) waiting to greet him in the crowd.

Before Grandad died he told me how as a boy he had been in a sanatorium with TB. He and the other children had slept outside on wooden
verandas and if they didn’t like whatever they had been served for
dinner they’d drop it down the gaps between the boards. Not surprisingly the sanatorium developed a rat problem. The rat catcher was
called in and traps were set. Later that evening there was a terrible
noise. Frank got up to investigate and discovering that a hedgehog had
become trapped, he crept outside to release it.

It didn’t matter if you were the Queen or a tramp, Grandad would treat
you the same. He met the Queen and Prince Philip through his involvement with the Fell ponies and was very proud of the fact that it
was a Lownthwaite pony that featured in the Queen’s Jubilee Parade,
‘All The Queen’s Horses.’ and that the Queen’s riding pony came from
Lownthwaite.

The TB meant that granddad missed almost 3 years of schooling. He
remembers being made to wear a dunce’s cap and jointly held the record for the most canings.
However, when my sister Lucy introduced him to her Italian boyfriend, Grandad immediately began conversing with him in Italian. He
could also speak German, as I discovered when we bumped into my
German teacher in the street one day. All of this had been learnt at
least 40 years earlier from the prisoners of war Grandad befriended
when they were sent to work at Lownthwaite.

By the same token, for many years Grandma and Grandad set a place
for one particular tramp, called Hughy, who would join them for
Christmas dinner.
Above all, Grandad was always there for his family. He gave us advice when we needed it and supported us with kindness and generosity
in everything we did. We all loved Grandad very much and he’ll be
missed by all of us.”
Linda Jane Rigby

Remarkably, Grandad never forgot what he had learnt. In fact, far
from being a dunce, Grandad was a natural businessman. As well as
running Lownthwaite, his great hobby was the stock market. He’d
check his shares daily in the newspaper and was buying and selling
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FPSNA
Breeders

PO Box 1034
Walden, Colorado 80480
Phone: 970-723-4316
Web:
www.raresteeds.com/TurkeyTrot
Email: workponies@frii.com
Fell Legend Farm

Braeberry Farm

Cheryl Dutton
11919 SE 272nd Ave.
Boring, Oregon 97009
Phone: 503-663-0868
Web: www.braeberry.com
Email: info@braeberry.com
Laurel Highland Farm

Edward T. Earley, DVM
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
Web: www.laurelhighland.com
Email: lhf@sunlink.net
Majestic Stables

Dan Shanahan
2687 St. Rt. 274
Huntsville, Ohio 43324
Phone: 937-686-5202
Web: www.majesticstables.net
Email: harnsmkr@loganrec.com

Rene Bender - Trainer/Owner
Tom Bender - Owner
P.O. Box 31
Lincoln, California 95648
Phone: 916-205-7103
Email: felllegendfarm@yahoo.com
KimberLake Farm

Kimber Bishop
329 County Road 459
New Franklin, Missouri 65274
Phone: 660-848-2882
Web: www.kimberlake.com
Email:
kimberb_comh@hotmail.com
Summerfield Stud

Roger & Maryanne Spencer
11155 S.E. Sunset Harbor Rd.
Summerfield, Florida 34401
Phone: 352-288-8993
Cell: 352-267-2402
Web: www.magicalsteeds.com
Email:
info@magicalsteeds.com

Musta Hevonen Farm

Larry & Wendy Ihlang
PO Box 1185
Rainier, Washington 98576
Phone: 360-446-0142
Web: www.fellponies.com
Email: info@fellponies.com
Sandhaven Stables

Amy Kroll
2685 144th Ave.
Dorr, MI 49323
Email: kakroll91@yahoo.com
Stonecreek Farm

FPSNA
Licensed
Stallions

Toadstool Farm

Stallions at Braeberry Farm:
Broughhill Hadrian’s Wall
FP50964C; License No. FP296R
Black; Foaled 1999

Shannon Albert and
Karen Sorensen
1183 Oak Ridge Road
Denison, Texas 75021
Phone: 903-337-0255
Web: www.thefellpony.com
Email: stonecreek.farm@thefellpony.com
Jacqueline Collen-Tarrolly
13547 Ventura Blvd. #443
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423
Web: www.toadstoolfarm.com
Turkey Trot Rare Breeds

Jenifer Morrissey
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FPSNA Licensed
(continued)

High quality sweatshirts with FPSNA logo embroidered in black. These sweatshirts are Lee 9.75
oz. crews in ash (light gray color). Sizes available:
M, L, and XL.
Price: $30 (includes shipping in U.S.)

Stallions at Laurel Highland Farm:
*Waverhead Robbie
FP50109C; License No. FP178K
Black; Foaled 1993
*Waverhead Model IV
FP51000C*; License No. FP289R
Black; Foaled 1999

High quality tees with FPSNA logo embr oider ed
in black. These tees are Hanes Beefy T 100% cotton in stonewashed blue. Sizes available: M, L.
Price: $20 (includes shipping in U.S.)

Stallions at Lost Creek Ranch:
*Orton Hall Danny
FP778C*; License No. FP104H
Grey; Foaled 1990

Native Ponies of the British
Isles poster: 15x20 poster
professionally printed at
high-resolution on semi-gloss
paper, suitable for framing
(or laminating for exhibition
displays).

Patricia Burge 970-493-3047
8679 Cherokee Pk. Rd., Livermore, Colorado 80536
patsponies@earthlink.net

All ponies shown are North
American representatives of
their breeds, with the exception of the Eriskay which
does not yet exist here.
Price: $15 (includes shipping in U.S.)

Stallions at Stonecreek Farm:
*Goytvalley Magic Minstrel
FP50026C*; License No. FP145J
Black; Foaled 1992
*Ralfland Ranger
FP51261C
Black; Foaled 2001
Stallions at Summerfield
*Llancloudy Magic DiaFP51140C
Grey; Foaled 2000

FPSNA
Merchandise

Order
online at:
www.fpsna.org

Make checks payable to
FPSNA, Inc.
Send to:

Please contact Mary Jean

Mary Jean Gould-Earley first for item availability:
lhf@sunlink.net
546 Lehman Ave.
Cogan Station, PA 17728 All proceeds go to FPSNA

Stud:
mond

to help defray business
costs. Thank you!

FELL PONY ORNAMENTS

Stallions at Turkey Trot Rare Breeds:
Midnightvalley Timothy
FP50889C*; License No. FP287Q
Black with star and white
bilateral hind coronet to
fetlock; Foaled 1998

Fell Pony Express
Classified Ad Prices
FPSNA Members
1/4 page - $20 (newsletter, per issue / + web)
1/2 page - $40 (newsletter, per issue / + web)
Full page - $60 (newsletter, per issue / +web)
Classified ads purchased for the FPSNA website ($10, one
photo, contact info, to be displayed for current calendar
year) will also appear in The Fell Pony Express.
Volume 4, Number 2

Horsegift.com is now offering Fell Pony Ball and Ring Ornaments.
The ornaments are hand painted and can be personalized with your
pony’s name. Available in Fell pony colors. The ponies are made of
wood and placed on a wooden 3 inch ring or into a clear 3 ½ inch ball.
Midnightvalley Sweet William is pictur ed.
Log on to www.Horsegift.com to order or call Patrick or Susan Hulls
at 815-777-6464. Priced at $11.98 (ring) & $14.98 (ball)
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The Official Publication of
The Fell Pony Society of
North America, Inc.
c/o Roxanne Dimyan
2019 NE 179th St., #J45
Ridgefield, Washington 98642
Email: fellpony@pacifier.com

We’re on the web!
www.fpsna.org

www.fpsna.org

The Fell Pony Society of North America, Inc. (FPSNA), is the first Registered
Overseas Branch of the Fell Pony Society (FPS) (UK), anywhere in the world.
FPSNA is also the oldest and largest Fell
pony organization in North America and
was established in 2001 with the support
of the majority of Fell owners and breeders in North America. We were legally
incorporated in January 2002 as a not-for
-profit organization. Our mission is to
promote and preserve the Fell Pony
breed in North America in ways that
are consistent with the rules and regulations of FPS. All FPSNA br eeder s
are members-in-good-standing with our
registry, FPS, through which all of our
foals are registered and stallions are licensed for breeding.

At the FPSNA web site you can now:
 Fill out online membership for FPSNA and FPS.
 Make payment by PayPal using your credit card for membership and
fundraising items (t-shirts, calendars … and more in the future!)
 Read back issues of The Fell Pony Express

Email: info@fpsna.org
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Fell Fall on the Farm
Laurelhighland Jewel (aka Emma)
is doing well in her new home. She has
had a little “school”: some Parelli
games, and some handling and leading
lessons, but most of her time is spent
with her friends.

Her first acquaintance was Bimini, the
Hanoverian filly. Bim is a few months
older and had one day’s seniority on the
farm. They love to graze, to nap, and to

Bimini (Hanovarian filly) and
little Emma (Laurelhighland Jewel)

frolic together, but they vary in their
approaches to life. One look at Emma’s
deep, wise eyes and her zen-like calm is
evident; her (adopted) sister Bimini, on
the other hand, is the drama queen.
Emma has used this trait to her advantage. Like many other Fells, Emma
loves her chow. If Bim is keeping her
from some choice morsel of hay in the
run-in shed, Emma has a subtle strategy. She saunters from the run-in and
then gives a delicate snort.
Bimini comes flying outside, tail
flying like a flag, eyes wide,
glancing from side to side,
“What?! What?!” While Bim
looks for trouble, her loving pal
the Fell is inside the run-in
munching hay from the best
spot in front of the hay rack.

The two of them spend much of
their time eating, but occasionally devote time to play. When
they get a case of the “friskies,’
they run a pas de deux round
the field: extended trot down
the steep hill, collected canter
around the flat lower end of the
pasture, and RACE up the hill

to the barn. Emma can fly ahead of the
longer-legged Bim on the last stretch
because of her mountain pony genes!
Emma has also been known to chat
with the black barn kitten, Boo. Boo
will come to the stall grate, and she and
Emma will be nose to nose – I’m not
sure what secrets they are sharing.
They might be discussing catnaps. Emma loves to curl up in a sunny spot on
the grass, and mirrors Boo’s window
ledge pose. They may also be hammering out rules of the “leaf game.” Boo
kitten loves the leaves and will pounce
and pounce and pounce on invisible
prey hiding within them. Emma sometimes follows behind her, nose down,
pausing to wait for the next pounce. It
looks like a dance or some crazy parade:
tiny black kitten shadowed by her much
larger Fell friend. Of course, the first
time I saw this, I panicked and tried to
rescue Boo, but she neatly evaded me
and ran back to play with Emma.

These are the highlights of fall on the
farm for Emma the Fell. The almanac
says the weather will turn soon, and I
look forward to the looks on the girls’
faces when they first see snow. Hope-

Adventures of Lena and Sully
Lena (Greenholme Tina) and Sully
(Stonecreek Song of Solomon) debuted at Equine Affaire in Springfield,
Massachusetts in November. Our
trainer, John Bennett, drove Lena in
the breed demo. [See photos on pages
20-21.]

Lena has been used by my 4Hers in our
4H horse program for unmounted safe
horse handling work. [For more on
Lena, Sully, and Sue’s 4Hers, Jennifer Wright and Tanya Seace, see
The Fell Pony Express, Summer
2005, page 10.]

Sully was at John Bennett Stables for
harness work and is nearly ready to
hitch. John says he's a quick learner
Page 31 (addendum)

and is a very fancy pony!

My daughter, Jenna, has done a few
trail rides with Lena also, but she
hasn't had the time to get to any
shows with college and work, plus
she's getting married next July!
Lena will be the only pony to drive
at the wedding, unless Sully's

Corrections:

Literary Fell
This photo of Doobie (Mustahevonen Debut) with her “guest”, Betty Stout, appeared
in the December 2005 online issue of The
Cannell Library Chimes.

Page 5: Change "Kristen Staeling" to "Kristen Staehling"
Page 14, 3rd column, first paragraph: Change "Brakenbank Gypsy II" to
"Brackenbank Gypsy II"
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