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FPSNA is the oldest and 
largest Fell pony breed or-

ganization in North America, 
with over 100 members …  

and growing! 

  FPSNA, Inc.  is the first registered Overseas Branch of The Fell Pony Society.        

W ith so few Fell ponies now kept on the upland 
grazing that helped form the breed, it is crucial 

that breeders, especially abroad, ensure that the ponies 
they produce adhere to the breed standard. . .     

 
 (Excerpt From Clive Richardson’s “Preserving Fell Type” —  See inside this issue!) 

Lunesdale Fell Mares and Foals on Roundthwaite Common, Cumbria, UK                           
(Photo courtesy of Mrs. Carole Morland   www.lunesdalestud.com) 



 

 

Message from FPSNA Chairman   
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First, I would like to welcome to all our new members!  I hope everyone is having a 
great year with their Fell ponies, and that foaling season is going well for all our 
breeders! 
 
Welcome also to our new Promotions Director, Melissa Kreuzer!  Melissa was   
appointed by the FPSNA Council and is an Ex-Oficio Council member .  She has 
been a huge help to us already and we are very grateful. 
 
In addition, I would like to let you all know that your FPSNA Council, General Sec-
retary, and Promotions Director will be having a Council meeting at Laurel High-
land Farm during the weekend of October 20, 2007.  If you have any issues you 
would like to include in our meeting agenda, please forward it to the Council      
Representative for your zone. 

Well, yes, it is me again. . . this time act-
ing as co-editor for this newsletter!  
 
A big thank-you to Roxanne Dimyan for 
all her help in the past as our Newsletter 
Editor.  Roxanne did a wonderful job and 
we miss her expertise!   
 
Thank-you also to René  Bender and 
Melissa Kreuzer for filling in as         co
-editors to help me get this issue out to 
all of you.   
 
And last but not least, thank-you all for 
your contributions — we couldn’t have a 
newsletter without all your great stories 
and photos!  And remember that the 
deadline for the Fall/Winter issue will be 
November 1, 2007, which we hope to 
publish before the holidays. 
 
We appreciate your patience in waiting 
for this issue of The Fell Pony Express, 
now in its 6th year of publication, and we 
hope you enjoy it!   
 
Sincerely, 
Mary Jean Gould-Earley 
On Behalf of  FPSNA’s  “Fell Pony    
Express” and our Acting Co-Editors 
 

Mary Jean and newborn filly,  
Laurelhighland English Rose  

(August, 2000) 

 

 

Important Reminder 
To Breeders  
from FPS: 

 
ALL fillies AND colts born in 

2007 or later  MUST be  
MICROCHIPPED prior to  

registration!   
Foals should be registered in their 

year of birth.   
 

Foals registered AFTER  
DECEMBER 1 in the year of 

birth will cost DOUBLE  
REGISTRATION FEES!   

Additional Late Fees also apply if 
foal is not registered during the 

year of birth.   
Please register foals promptly!  

From the Editors 

Lastly, I would like to thank Heather Rutherford for all her help and many years of service as the Canadian Representative on the 
FPSNA Council.  Heather recently resigned for personal reasons, and we will surely miss her!  If any of our Canadian members are 
interested in volunteering for her position, please let us know! 
 

Best wishes, 
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD 

Chairman, FPSNA, Inc. 

We are pleased to  
announce that FPSNA, Inc.  

has a   
NEW BROCHURE!   

Download a copy online at  
www.fpsna.org! 

 
 

Visit the 
FPSNA 

Booth in 
the Breed 
Pavilion 

Upcoming 
Events 

 
EQUINE AFFAIRE: 
www.equineaffaire.com 

 
November  8-11, 2007 

Springfield, Massachusetts 
 

January 31—February 3, 2008 
Pomona, California 

 
Please let our Promotions Director 
know if you would like to represent 
FPSNA, Inc., at any other upcoming 

event!  Thank-you! 

On the Cover: 
Lunesdale Fell Ponies   

(a semi-feral herd on the fells  in 
Cumbria, UK).  

Photo courtesy of Mrs. Carole Morland  
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Zone 3 

Zone 4 
Zone 2 

Zone 1 

FPSNA Council Regional Representatives 
     Zone 1:  Mary Jean Gould-Earley  
     Zone 2:  Kristen Staehling  
     Zone 3:  Rene' Bender  
     Zone 4:  Jenifer Morrissey 

                   Zone 5 - Canada:   Heather Rutherford   

Here’s the crew … Your FPSNA Council 

Chairman:   Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD 
546 Lehman Drive 
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728 
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254 
lhf@sunlink.net  
 
General Secretary:  Lisa Lindholm 
2626 Diane Lane 
Hibbing, Minnesota 55746 
218-263-5217    
info@fpsna.org 
 
FPS/FPSNA Branch Representative & Treasurer:   
Jenifer Morrissey 
P.O. Box 134 
Walden, Colorado 80480 
970-723-4316 
workponies@frii.com 
  
Council Member-at-Large:  Kristen Staehling 
5333 O’Kelly Drive,  
Suffolk, Virginia 23437 
757-651-4601 
RegalFells@juno.com  

Council Member-at-Large:  Heather Rutherford 
2611 20th Sideroad 
Innisfil, Ontario 
Canada L9S4J2 
1-705-436-5476 
rutherford_heather@hotmail.com 
 
Vice Chairman & Executive Secretary:   
René Bender 
P.O. Box 31 
Lincoln, CA 95648 
916-205-7103 
felllegendfarm@yahoo.com 
 
FPSNA  Promotions Director: 
Melissa Kreuzer 
N1101 County Rd HH 
Kewaskum, WI  53040 
262-844-7878 
info@dreamhayven.com 
 
 

Mary Jean Gould-Earley 

Kristen 
Staehling 

Heather Rutherford 
Jenifer Morrissey 

 

        Have you renewed your  
2007  

membership? 
 
 

We hope so! 
 

(This also applies to the annual 
Breeders and Stallions lists.) 

 
If not, go to www.fpsna.org to  

print out a form or apply online. 
  

Lisa Lindholm 

Melissa Kreuzer 

René Bender 
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Thank you for electing me to the FPSNA Council and allowing me to serve as 
your treasurer.  And thank you especially for your patience as I take over the 
reins from our former treasurer, Mary Jean Gould-Earley. There’s a lot to 
learn! 
Just a quick reminder that you can shop on-line for lots of pony-related items at 
Country Supply and benefit FPSNA at the same time.  Visit horse.com and 
after you fill your shopping cart, enter ‘FPSNA’ in the Care Code box.  Thank 
you for supporting us in this way! 
Also, if you have a pony for sale, consider listing it on the FPSNA Classified 
page.  A nominal $10 fee helps support FPSNA and gets your pony listed on 
our web site. 
Best wishes, 
Jenifer Morrissey 
FPSNA Treasurer 

Report from Your Treasurer 

Jenifer Morrissey  
& Restar Mountain Shelley III 

Hello members! 
This is my first newsletter as the secretary for FPSNA! I am very excited to be part of the team and am  looking forward 
to all the positive changes we can make for the future. Speaking of the future, I am  presently in charge of setting up our 
first council meeting where all council members can meet in person. The time has come, as our organization matures and 
grows, to bring the council together to discuss strategies, policies and facilitate plans that can help us realize even bigger 
goals. The main purpose is to make our society one that you can be proud of and enjoy the Fell Pony breed in general 
with other Fell Pony lovers. Our official meeting date and location will be Saturday, October 20th at Mary Jean's home, 
Laurel Highland Farm. Some of the council will arrive Thursday and Friday. I look forward to meeting with everyone 
and having a full day of Fell Pony Society business!  
One thing I'd like to ask from all of you, is to submit to your zone rep by email or regular mail, your thoughts on how we 
can improve, what you feel we are doing right or what you'd like us to do better (Canadian members may send their 
comments to me directly). I would like you to submit these by September 30th if you would. We really do want to hear 
from you and I believe as members you are the most important voice we have. SO SEND YOUR COMMENTS AND 
IDEAS! 
I will be writing all about our meeting in the Fall/Winter issue. I'd like to 
thank you all for your patience in the arrival of this newsletter. This is one 
of the "bugs" in the system that we plan to iron out at the meeting. One of 
my suggestions to council will be a membership card. I would like each 
member to get a simple card that says you are a current member in good 
standing of FPSNA. That way, you will know we have received your mem-
bership renewal or new member  information. We'll see if we can get that 
idea approved. 
Again, thank you to all our members for helping to make this such a fun 
organization to be a part of. I am honored to be serving as secretary at this 
exciting time! 
Have a lovely rest of the summer! 
Lisa Lindholm,   
FPSNA Secretary 

Here is my helper, the "Assistant" General 
Secretary, Laurelhighland Victor with his 

official Press Hat on! 

Report from Your Secretary 
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FPSNA / FPS Branch Representative Message 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your FPS Branch Representative.  My  responsibility is to represent FPSNA’s interests to 
the Overseas Committee of the Fell Pony Society (FPS).  FPSNA is one of six approved FPS branches worldwide. 
FPS requires each of its branches to submit an annual report as part of its renewal  application.  Our annual report summarized the 
eight exhibitions and two shows that we sponsored in 2006.  We have received word that our branch status has once again been re-
newed.  Thank you to the members that made these events and our organization a   success. 
I would like to point you to a terrific opportunity in England in September.  Volunteers with our mother society, the Fell Pony Soci-
ety, are organizing a week of festivities called “Week up the Wall,” centered along Hadrian’s Wall September 23-29.  The week be-
gins at the Fell Pony Society Performance Trials and continues through the week with rides, stud   visits, and presentations about 
local history.  I highly recommend attending, especially if you have never been to the native country of our ponies; it will be a fabu-
lous crash course!  If you can’t attend in person, then you could attend in spirit by helping to sponsor an event.  To find out more 
information about “Week up the Wall,” check the Fell Pony Society web site at http://www.fellponysociety.org.  To sponsor an 
event, contact Judy Hill at judy@gileshill.plus.com . 
Best wishes, 
Jenifer Morrissey 
FPSNA Branch Representative 

Report from Your “New” Promotions Director 
It was quite an honor, and a surprise, to be elected by the FPSNA Council to this newly-created position earlier this year.  But really, 
FPSNA has never had a Promotions Director before.  What in the world can a Promotions Director bring to our association? 

If you are receiving this newsletter, you’re probably already in love with Fell Ponies!  And if 
you’re lucky enough to own a Fell Pony already, you are probably familiar with the excitement 
that  occurs whenever you are out and about with your Fell.  I can’t go anywhere with our Fells 
without being surrounded by people admiring and asking questions about this unique & wonderful 
breed. 

It is this excitement and curiosity that I hope to nurture in our association.  The North American 
Fell Pony population is growing up, and those owners that started out with foals are just beginning 
to experience the next stage of their relationship with their maturing Fells.  And one of the most 
amazing things about Fells is their versatility.  Fells really have the capacity to excel at so many 
disciplines, whether its carriage driving, dressage, trail riding, or something else, there’s a good 
chance if you have an interest your Fell Pony has the ability to join you.  Although M&M shows 
are few and far between, especially considering how large the United States is, our small size as 
an organization sets the stage for an ‘anything is possible’ attitude.  As Promotions Director, I 
would love to hear your thoughts on what types of activities and opportunities you wish were out 
there for your Fells.  How far is too far when considering the distance to drive to an event?  What 
are your thoughts on the costs of showing and competing, and your opinion on reasonable costs to 
participate?  The direction of our association is driven by you, the members, and what is most im-
portant to you. 

One of the tasks at hand in this position is trying to bring cohesiveness to the FPSNA sanctioned 
expos across the country.  These events, although not sponsored by the FPSNA, are monitored to 
make sure the Fell Pony is presented in a way that respects the standards already established by 
our governing registry the Fell Pony Society.  We also try to ensure the Fell Pony exhibiting in Georgia, for instance, will present the 
same picture to the public as the Fell Pony seen in Minnesota.  One of the ways this is accomplished is through the FPSNA Exhibi-
tion Policy.  For those not familiar, this is an agreement between the member who volunteers to run the event (the Event Coordina-
tor), the members participating at the event (Event Exhibitors) and the FPSNA.  This Policy has been revised, through many hours 
logged by FPSNA Council Members and myself this summer.  If you are thinking of attending an FPSNA event, or are just curious, 
this document may be found on our Yahoo Group for FPSNA Members, under the Files section, titled FPSNAExpoPolicy072007.  If 
you are considering volunteering as an Event Coordinator for an event in your area, or if you just have questions regarding showing 
& Fells, feel free to email me at info@dreamhayven.com.  I look forward to hearing from you! 

Melissa Kreuzer, FPSNA Promotions Director 

Melissa & Dickens 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Texas Rangers  

 
Wow, it seems like we just wrote an      
update for the Express and here it is, 
time to write again.  So much has 
happened since our last   update, I’m 
just not  exactly sure where to begin. 
 
I guess I should start with farm news.  
We completed a very successful foal-
ing season,  having 9 beautiful, 
healthy purebred Fell Pony foals.  It 
was kind of a busy season, with 5 
foals arriving in 7 days,  including 2 
on the same day.  Nothing like getting 
it over with at once.  We had 4 fillies 
and 5 colts.  It’s always so much fun 
getting to know each new personality.   
Ranger and       Minstrel both pro-
duced  offspring via frozen semen in 
several states, so all in all, we’ve been 
busy.    
 
We are very excited to  announce that 
we now have our 3rd licensed stallion,          
Stonecreek Grey Ghost, a grey stal-
lion with black mane and points.  Cas-
per was born right here at Stonecreek 
farm, spent 2 years in Michigan and 
we then had the opportunity to bring 
him back home.  We had been look-
ing into acquiring a grey  stallion and 

this couldn’t have worked out better.  
Casper will be available to outside 
mares in the spring of 2008. 
   
We are also very excited about our 2 
new additions,  Broughhill Ryanne, a 
5 year old mare and her companion,     
Majestic Rover, a 4 year old gelding.    
Ryanne is trained to ride and drive 
and Rover is started under saddle.  
We can’t even begin to express how 
pleased we are. We are  expecting 
both of them to  arrive at the farm at 
the end of August.  This will work out 
well as we will just be getting into 
prime riding season here in North 
Texas. 
 
We hired a new, full time trainer in 
January and are very pleased with 
him.  He is  absolutely fabulous with 
all of the ponies and we are  looking 
forward to wonderful things from 
him.  His name is Greg Watson and 
prior to  coming to work here at  
Stonecreek Farm, he worked for sev-
eral very good trainers in this area 
after he retired from riding bulls in the 
PBA.  Truth be told, he doesn’t find 
riding    untrained Fells all that          
exciting, but you didn’t hear that from 
me. 
 
  

This fall, we will again be  traveling 
to several major  exhibitions.  We  
will be  attending Equine Extrava-
ganza in  Richmond, VA and then on 
to Equine Affaire in W.  Springfield, 
MA.   We exhibited at both of these 
events last year, and are more than 
happy to be returning.  We are look-
ing   forward to  seeing the friends 
that we have made at these shows.  If 
you are planning on attending  either 
one of these events, please stop by our 
booth and say hello. 
 
Shannon Albert and Karen Sorensen,  
Stonecreek Farm 
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Stonecreek Cody  

Stonecreek Ivy  

Visit the FPSNA Booth  
In the Breed Pavilion! 
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A ccording to the World Dictionary 
of Livestock Breeds, in 1988 

there were nearly 500 horse and 
pony breeds in the world, a further 
90 breeds had become extinct in very 
recent times, and around 20 more 
breeds were on the verge of becoming 
extinct, with another 70 breeds so 
low in numbers that they were likely 
to disappear in the foreseeable fu-
ture.  In the British Isles, the conser-
vative and parochial tradition of 
“local breeds for local needs” pro-
duced more distinct races of agricul-
tural livestock, including equines, 
than any other similarly sized coun-
try. and the isolation of breeding ar-
eas for feral native ponies just added 
to overall diversity.  Writing in the 
early 19th century, an equestrian 
commentator noted:  “As to the Eng-
lish pony, almost every district has 
its breed, more or less commingled; 
and the variety would appear to be 
the most suitable to the circum-
stances of pasture and soil,” leading 
another writer of the time to specu-

late that there could have been as 
many as fifty regional types in the 
British Isles of which only around 
20% survive today.  Famous breeds 
like the Devon Pack Horse, Galloway, 
Cornish pony, Long Mynd, Goonhilly 
and many more have gone forever. 
 British native pony breeds 
have suffered every form of persecu-
tion over the centuries from being 
hunted for food to wholesale slaugh-
ter under Henry VIII’s statutes to the 
arrival of railways and the motor car, 
yet nine breeds have survived.  Now, 
perhaps the greatest threat to their 
survival comes as a result of their 
popularity. 
 At one time, Fell ponies were 
virtually unknown outside of their 
traditional territory in the North-
West of England where the climate, 
terrain and vegetation had long since 
established the characteristics of the 
breed.  However, the popularity of 
riding as a recreational pursuit in 
the more affluent post-war years saw 

Fell ponies scattered to the four cor-
ners of Britain, and those factors that 
had influenced the development of 
the breed over the centuries were 
replaced with different criteria like 
milder weather and lusher grazing 
which would impart their own influ-
ence on the direction of the breed.  
Moreover, with studs established in 
several countries abroad, the danger 
was that the prevailing conditions in 
those countries would initiate 
changes within the breed causing it 
to adapt to survive in its new sur-
roundings.  All species survive by 
very gradually changing to meet the 
geographical demands put upon 
them, and horses are better at it than 
most species which is why we have so 
many separate horse and pony 
breeds living in locations of great di-
versity and type across the world. 
 Looking at old photographs of 
Fell ponies it is evident that the 
breed has already changed more in 

Fell Ponies Roaming the Fells . . . Naturally! 
Murthwaite Fell Ponies on the Howgill Fells in Cumbria, UK 

(Photo © MJ Gould-Earley 2004) 

Preserving Fell Type      By Clive Richardson (UK) 
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the last fifty years than, perhaps, in 
the previous five hundred years.  The 
popularity of showing has seen black 
become the most fashionable colour 
in the show ring, and now more po-
nies are registered of this colour than 
of the other three permissible col-
ours.  Grey, and old Fell colour dat-
ing back to Tudor times, is least 
popular as grey Fells are occasionally 
inadvertently mistaken for High-
lands in the show ring.  Some people 
also erroneously believe that black is 
a more typical colour for the Fells 
although up until the late 1800s 
brown was the most common colour 
for the breed.  Similarly, show ring 
preferences have reduced the per-
centage of ponies being registered 
with white markings, the fashion 
fuelled by the implication being that 
any pony with more than  a small 
star or a little white on the back feet 
could have cross-breeding somewhere 
in its ancestry. 
 The breed standard says that 
the feather may, with the exception 
of that at the back of the heel, be cast 
in summer.  However, in recent years 
the fashion has been for considerably 
more feather, although it must be 
fine and silky as coarse hair is objec-
tionable.  As ponies with more abun-
dant feather have become more suc-
cessful in the show ring, the trend 
has been promoted by breeders and 
judges alike.  Similarly, over the 
years it has become more fashionable 
to favour ponies with more bone than 
was once the case.  Judges have con-
siderable influence as, with the craze 
for showing and expanding competi-
tive opportunities for native ponies, 
this relatively small panel of people 
tend, by their preferences, to dictate 
the direction of the breed. 
 Some years ago the Fell Pony 
Society council controversially raised 
the height limit from 13.2 to 14 
hands to 14 hands with the aim of 

increasing the scope of the Fell to 
make it more attractive as a riding 
pony for adults.  It was also thought 
it would help it to compete on more 
favourable terms with ponies of the 
other native breeds in equestrian 
sports.  From earliest times the 
height of the breed was dictated by 
the terrain it roamed over and the 
quality and abundance of this vegeta-
tion it lived on.   An animal of fifteen 
hands would never have survived on 
the bleak Lakeland Fells.  With so 
few Fell ponies now kept on the up-
land grazing that helped form the 
breed, it is crucial that breeders, es-
pecially abroad, ensure that the po-
nies they produce adhere to the breed 
standard and remain within height.  
It is acknowledged, for example, that 
Connemara ponies tend to grow big-
ger and lose breed type when moved 
away from their indigenous habitat, 
and the possibility is that Fells could 
do the same.  Without the natural 
selection criteria of weather, terrain 
and vegetation, it is up to breeders to 
be selective and to breed for correct 
conformation including height, ac-
tion, pony quality and native charac-
ter.  Emulating the natural habitat of 
the breed as much as possible helps, 
and so does avoiding the temptation 
to treat Fells as other than native 
ponies with unnecessary stabling, 
rugging and general mollycoddling.  
The standard of presentation, espe-
cially for winter shows, is often 
achieved by clipping and rugging and 
other artificial means but, in theory, 
any native pony should be capable of 
being roughed off after a show and 
turned out in its native environment.  
If it could not comfortably survive, 
the mountain and moorland charac-
ter and hardiness has been lost and a 
separate “show type” is evolving. 

 Back in the 1950s there was 
a movement within the Fell Pony 
Society to produce what was called a 
“riding type” of pony which, fortu-

nately, was short-lived as breeders 
soon realised that the old-fashioned 
type of pony could also be a good ride 
and could jump and go well in har-
ness.  Fragmentation within any 
breed inevitably leads to weakening 
of standards, and ill-conceived at-
tempts to improve breeds by making 
them larger or stronger or whatever 
to suit short-term demands has al-
ways been detrimental eventually.  
The lamentable cross-breeding that 
turned the Shetland pony into the so-
called American Shetland pony must 
never be allowed to ruin the Fell 
pony.  Considering that the Fell pony 
was developed as a draught and pack 
animal in the first place, it is com-
mendable that it is now essentially a 
riding pony, capable of galloping and 
jumping, and yet it has lost none of 
its original type nor had to compro-
mise any of its true characteristics. 
 As Fells are essentially work-
ing ponies, making appropriate use of 
them helps to ensure the inherent 
qualities of stamina, surefootedness, 
natural instinct and hardiness are 
not lost.  George Bowman, the four-in
-hand driving champion, once re-
marked that the thought the practice 
of showing overweight and unfit Fell 
ponies in-hand did nothing but harm 
to the breed.  His father used to buy 
unbroken Fell pony mares of five or 
six years old straight off the fell at 
Brampton Fair and drag them home 
to Penrith tied to the back of his flat 
cart.  Known as “Brampton Widows”, 
they were broken and sold on to the 
tradesmen for use in harness, and 
they were hard, tireless ponies with 
all the best qualities of the breed.  
Working the breed in the sort of occu-
pations which showcase and preserve 
its best performance qualities and 
capabilities is essential. 

 While the survival of the fell 
pony breed is now probably assured 
because of its popularity (continued)
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(continued from previous page)  both at home and 
abroad, the challenge    facing the Fell Pony Society and 
its daughter branches in other countries is likely to be 
the survival of the breed standard.  The true Fell pony 
and the breed standard are synonymous, and responsi-

bility for the    future of the Fell pony now lies in the 
hands of those breeders, enthusiasts, judges and sup-
porters who value this ancient breed wherever they live 
in the world.     C.R. 

We hope you are all having a lovely "Mid Summer" I had 
to throw in a little Swedish heritage! All is well at our 
farm, Mini Whinny Acres! The Fell Pony news here is 
exciting! First off, Victor (Laurelhighland Victor) , Paul 
and I went to a Welsh Pony show in Ladysmith, Wiscon-
sin in May. We competed in a Mountain and Moorland 
class with two Welsh Ponies. I loved the grounds and we 
had a wonderful first of spring outing!   Victor  took a first 
and was very proud of himself as you can see by his pic-
ture! He tries to be  humble by taking a bit of a bow! He 
makes me laugh! I have kept Victor off my dressage cir-
cuit this summer as he has accomplished all he can in the 
Dressage Suitability In Hand classes. We will be venturing 
on a very big trip at the end of  August to Littleton, Colo-
rado. This is our second biggest trip after the Dressage at 
Devon Show last fall! We, along with Jenifer Morrissey 
and a few of her Fells, will be participating in the M&M 
class at the Welsh and Connemara Show,  August 24th. 
We have planned for this long trip and hope to meet many 
new Fells and Mountain & Moorland folk! One of the 
events that has begun a yearly sojourn, along with Devon 
and a trip to Mary Jean's, has been the Midwest Horse Fair 
in Madison,  Wisconsin. We have a blast there!                                                                 

This year,  however, we did not bring a pony. We went  
to help out in the booth and assist Melissa Kreuzer, who 
was the Event Coordinator, in any way  we could. I was 
surprised and honored to be able to ride Melissa's beautiful 

gelding,  “Dickens “ (Florence), in the Demo ride, as well 
as, the Parade of Breeds. I had so much fun riding him, he 
is a lovely pony. Thank you, Melissa for the experience! I    
encourage anyone who can, to bring a pony to this expo, 
it's a beautiful town and a HUGE expo with lots of breeds 
and spectators!  
 
Lastly, my greatest thrill this year has been the under sad-
dle training of my beloved Victor. I first saw Victor at 
Mary Jean's when he was only two months old. I wanted 
him on the spot. Bonding with him from a baby has led to 
an extraordinary   relationship that has created a bond and 
trust I have never had with a horse before. Short end of the 
story is getting on him with my trainer, Keri Erickson, at 
his side, has been a wonderful  experience.  No bad behav-
ior whatsoever, but he's thinking so hard I see smoke com-
ing out of his ears! He is bright and catching on quickly. 
Keri keeps his lessons to 10 to 15 minutes and works 
slowly, building up to each new step so he is truly under-
standing what is asked of him. He's really trying! My filly 
Lettie (Laurelhighland Frivolity) will be starting training 
in October, so I will send info and pictures of her at that 
time.  
 
Thanks for listening to the news at our farm! 
Lisa Lindholm, Victor and Lettie Lou!  
Hibbing, Minnesota 
 

Hejsan from  
Northern Minnesota! 

“Victor took a first and was very proud of himself”  

 

 

“My greatest 
thrill this 

year has been 
the under 

saddle train-
ing of my be-
loved Victor” 
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It’s the Mares, Mostly By Jenifer Morrissey 

I enjoy being a student, and studying the 
breeding of quality Fell Ponies is a pas-
sion of mine.  When I began breeding, I 
came to it with the belief that mares and 
stallions    contribute equally in  genetic 
terms to their offspring.  My 2006     
foaling season and subsequent trip to     
Cumbria taught me, though, that overall 
it’s the mares, mostly. 

 
Last year I had four foals:  two Fells, 
one Fell cross, and one Norwegian Fjord 
Horse.  I had bred three of these foals 
from ponies I owned.  I owned the ma-
ternal grandparents of one of the foals, 
and I have known personally the pater-
nal grandparents of two others. I still 
have two of my 2006 foals with me.  My 
biggest lesson from all these family rela-
tions reinforced that it’s the mares, 
mostly. 

 
I recently read an article in another 
breed’s newsletter.  It discussed a highly 
regarded  stallion well back in the 
breed’s history.  The article bemoaned 
the fact that this stallion was only repre-

sented in mare lines today; that no stal-
lions traced back to him.  The implica-
tion was that “It’s the Stallions, Mostly” 

for that breed.  This seems to be a com-
mon belief, based on the advertising I 
see in horse magazines.  Perhaps it’s my 
deep feminism that makes me question 
that belief; logic says the mares contrib-
ute 50%, too. 

 
I should continue with a confession.   
I’ve always preferred mares to stallions 
and  geldings.  It was a Fell mare that 
first captured my imagination for the 
breed.  On my first trip to Cumbria in 
2005, before I  understood the impor-
tance of mares, it was nonetheless the 
mares of  particular herds that caught my 
attention. Despite attending the FPS 
Stallion and Colt Show and having the 
opportunity to see many highly regarded      
stallions including champions at various 

studs, it was still the few studs with a 
particular type of mare that inspired me 
to continue to breed Fell Ponies.   
When I think of some of the  successful 
and long-time breeders of our ponies, 
it’s easy to recognize mares that they 
seem to revere and retain above any stal-
lion.  Lunesdale White Rose of the   
Lunesdale stud comes to mind, as does    
Lownthwaite Star Trek of the Lown-
thwaite stud, Sleddale Lib of the Sled-
dale stud, and Brackenbank of the 
Brackenbank stud. Greenholme Jess of 
the Murthwaite stud is the dam of two 
highly regarded Murthwaite stallions:  
Look at Me and Windrush. 
 
Master breeder Joe Langcake of the Re-
star Fell Pony Stud in Cumbria says the 
mares contribute 60-80% of the quality 
of the foal.  At times he is emphatically 
on the high side.  I doubted this initially, 
as logic says the mare can’t  contribute 
more half. Last year made a believer of 
me, though. The foals that arrived all 
more closely resembled their dams in 
terms of conformation than their sires.  I 
also watched my homebred filly become 
a mare and grow and change to more 
resemble her mother than ever before.  It 
was my crossbred foal who solidified 
my understanding, though.  She surely 
has her Fell father’s black coloring and 
copious mane, tail, and feather, but it’s 
her mother she reflects in the way she 
stands and how she looks at the world.  I 

Willowtrail Rose-
hip is Newfarm 
Valencia’s 2006 
foal.  I see lots of     
similarities be-

tween how Rosie 
stands and how 
Val stood at a 
similar age. 

Newfarm Valencia As Foal:  This pic-
ture appeared in the Fell Pony Society 

Spring 1994 newsletter. 

Turkey Trot Sand Lily was my first Fell 
foal.  This picture was taken when she 

was a few months old. 

Mya the Wonder Pony is a Shet-
land/Welsh mare and dam of Willow-
trail Meg.  Even in a crossbred pony, I 

see great similarities between dam 
and daughter. 

Willowtrail Columbine is Lily’s first 
foal.  Again I see similarities in the way 
Collie and her mother stand at similar 

ages. 



 

 

Kimberlake Farm sponsored the Fell Pony Society of North 
America booth this year. This annual event is held in Columbus, 
Ohio in early April. We were joined by members Shannon Albert 
and Sue Brown. Ponies in attendance were Kimberlake May-
Belle, Stonecreek Magic Minstrel, Thornbeck Jade, and 
Stonecreek Black Prince. All the 
ponies were wonderful ambassadors 
for the breed and many  visitors ex-
pressed how they enjoy seeing the 
Fells. The breed demonstration was 
held Saturday during the event. Jade 
was joined by Prince in-hand, and 
Magic was in harness for the breed 
demo. Dana and I are thankful to have 
had extra helpers this year. 

Kimber Bishop 

Kimberlake Farm, Missouri  
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Willowtrail Meg is by a Fell stallion out 
of a Shetland/Welsh mare.   

Kimberlake Farm made their second appearance at the 
3rd annual Horsefest in Springfield, Missouri, March 9-
11. The 3 day equine event drew a few thousand horse 
professionals and hobbyists.  

Thornbeck Jade and Kimberlake MayBelle greeted 
visitors in the breed barn.  We moved to a different aisle 
this year and with the help from some local Gypsy Cob 
breeders filled the aisle with “harries”. It is always great 
to see the children's eyes light up when they see the po-
nies. One little girl while    peering into Jade’s stall said, 
“That is the horse I dream about at night.”  We had sev-
eral that remembered the Fells from last year and came  
looking for us in the new location. 

Kimber Bishop, Kimberlake Farm, Missouri  

Springfield Missouri  
Horse-Fest 2007 

2007 Ohio Equine Affaire  

couldn’t be more thrilled that it’s the mares, mostly. 
Mr. Langcake goes on to emphasize the  importance of choosing 
the right mare in breeding situations.  That advice covers not 
only mares chosen for a breeding herd/program.  Stallion own-
ers should also be choosy about the mares they breed their stal-
lion to, as the foals will reflect the dams more than the stallion.  
And if you’re looking at a  prospective stallion, make sure you 
like the stallion’s dam, as she’ll influence his get significantly.  
My experience also emphasizes the importance of the mare in 
cross-breeding.  Someone interested in cross-breeding should be 
thoroughly enamored with a non-Fell mare put to a Fell stallion, 
as the resulting foal will likely show that it’s the mares, mostly. 
 
I have seen that it’s possible to breed a good mare to a moderate 
quality stallion and still get good stock.  Mr. Langcake goes 
even further to say you’ll breed a better pony from a good mare 
put to a moderate stallion than a moderate mare put to a good 
stallion.  Stallion owners beware.  Once again, it’s the mares, 
mostly. 
 
On my trip to Cumbria last fall, my focus was seeing the mares 
of the ponies I’ve imported.  I saw the dams of my stallion 
Guards Apollo, my mare, Restar Mountain Shelley III, and my 
new filly, Bowthorne Matty.  Seeing them helped me under-
stand what I might be breeding in the  future.  I also was privi-
leged to see some other incredible mares that have inspired me 
to    continue to improve the quality of what I breed. 
 
I know time will teach me more about breeding quality Fell po-
nies.  Perhaps it will become clear the contributions that stal-
lions make.  For now though, I’m fascinated by the idea that it’s 
the mares, mostly. 

 

Editors Note:  From a genetics standpoint, there is actually 
truth in the concept that the “dam contributes more than the 
sire to the foal”.  That is, while nuclear DNA is contributed 
equally (50%) by each parent, mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) is 
contributed exclusively by the dam in most mammals.  Appar-
ently the egg cell destroys the sperm’s mitochondria at the time 
of fertilization . . . Or something like that! :)   This is the basis 
for (both human and equine) ancestry studies  through  mater-
nal lines using  mtDNA .                         MJG-E 

Dana Henry and 
Thornbeck Jade 



 

 

Anne & Jaimee,       
Petal & Tomas             
at Brookside 
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A Full House at Braeberry Farm 

2006 Fell Legend Farm Goes to the Shows! 

We’ve had the   pleasure at      
Braeberry Farm of having a full 
house plus some this year with our 
Fells.  Every one of the mares we 
own had healthy foals.  Rene’ at 
Fell Legend Farm welcomed two 
for us, and then we had three more 
on our own property.  Rene’ wel-
comed Greenholme Viv’s filly in 
April.  With no white hairs other 
than her star, I assumed she was 
going to be 
black and 
started 
advertising 
her as 
such.  But a 
couple of 
months 
later when 
she started 
shedding 
her baby 
coat, it was 
obvious I was wrong.  She is cov-
ered in white hairs now all over her 
body, definitely going grey!  
Townend Bunny gave Rene’ a 
special thrill that she’s shared, by   

foaling in the middle of the after-
noon!  We’ve named her Brae-
berry Liberty as the next day my 
husband became a US   citizen.   
We’ve had so much fun   watching 
our herd in Boring interact and 
grow.  Midnight Valley  Thistle 
and her first foal have been espe-
cially fun during the first few 
weeks as my     almost 4 year old 
son could go out to the field and 
right up to Silverton, hug him, lift 

up his tail, 
pick up all 
four feet and 
even look in 
his mouth 
without 
Thistle or 
the colt 
minding at 
all.  I wish I 
had been 
able to con-
tinue the 
visits, but on 
putting all 
the mares 

and foals together and the    arrival 
of  BroughHill Hadrian’s Wall 
back at breeding time, we watched 
our visits more carefully.  Herd        
dynamics, no matter how  gentle, 
takes precedence over a little boy 
walking through the middle!  
Ravenscairn Selkie had her sev-
enth or eighth foal now,  another 
colt that is as square as a foal can 
be.  He is going to be sturdy and 
ready for work  someday.  She 
seems to pass her sire’s traits quite 
strongly onto her foals, as this foal 
again looks very similar to 
Greenfield Gay Lad’s foals I’ve 
seen.  Our third purebred, 
Murthwaite Chanthal, had her 
foal about a week after Hadrian’s 
arrival and a month early accord-

ing to her covered date.  As I was 
not  expecting her to foal, she was 
in with the herd being foal minder 
and stallion chaser as the need 
arose.  I was gone for the day and 
came home to a bright bay filly in 
the pasture, keeping up just fine 
with her dam.  All the other foals, 
no matter how young have flinched 
at my first few touches.  Brae-
berry  Clarabel, though at least 
five hours old, responded with no 
flinch at all, she has loved     hu-
man touch from the very first and 
still does.  She is going to be an 
easy filly to raise and train, and a 
looker too!  I wish I could keep 
them all! 
This was Hadrian’s last season 
with us as a stallion, assuming our 
two young colts mature enough for 
the next season.  We have thor-
oughly enjoyed Hadrian’s person-
ality,  friendliness and eagerness to 
please.  Everyone who meets him 
can’t help but enjoy his presence; 
he is kind, beautiful and a joy to be 
around.  We will miss him.  In his 
place we co-own with Jennifer 
Costa,  Copperbeech Casper and  
Braeberry Barnabas.  Casper 
(aka Copper) is an imported bay 
colt of unique and quality blood-
lines.  We visited Copperbeech 

Stud when he was a foal, and had 
the fun of a local pony find, as 
their herd had decided grass was 
greener on the other side of the 
fence and down the road too!  His 
temperament, as that of his sire and 
dam, is  awesome.  He is gentle 
and kind. Barnabas was a reluctant 
sale last year and we welcome him 
back.  He’s a solid black, lovely 
yearling who moves so easily 
through the pasture.  More than 
one visitor has wanted him for 
dressage.  Both currently stable 
with Jennifer in Bend, Oregon. 

 
Our big news besides foals is we 
will be changing homes in Septem-
ber.  We will be moving to the 
Oregon 
Coast and 
it looks like 
we will 
have to 
leave our 
herd     
behind for 
a year or 
two in care 
of a very 
horse savvy 
friend.  We 
will be able to come back to our 
farm from time to time and con-
tinue to manage our herd in its 
many locations, but direct contact 
with the  ponies will be limited.  If 
we  succeed at finding some     
property, we will be able to get 
them to join us, but for now, that’s 
looking slim.  It will be a strange 
feeling possibly having to board a 
pony at the beach instead of having 
them in my front or back yard all 
the time. 

Cheryl Dutton ,  

Braeberry Farm, Oregon 

Braeberry Clarabel, 
1 day old 

Braeberry  
Douglas,                

5 days old 

Braeberry  
Silverton &  
Jonathan 

Braeberry  
Whimsical Legend,  

25 days old 

Braeberry  Liberty,           
7 weeks old 

BroughHill Hadrian’s 
Wall & Laura at                
Loomis Basin 

Petal & Tomas at 
Brookside 

Braeberry Anne & 
Deanna at              

Loomis Basin 

Laurelhighland Rose 
Petal & Joanne at                             

Loomis Basin 

René Bender & Ha-
drian  at                             

Loomis Basin 
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England’s Legendary Fell Pony:   
The Pride of the North 

By Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD 

T he northern hills of  “Cumberland and West-
morland”, now known collectively as 

“Cumbria”, have been home to an ancient pony 
breed at least since Roman times.  This is the rare 
Fell pony, whose native habitat is found high on the 
peaks of the Pennine Mountains, where the “hills” 
are also called “fells”.  It is just one of an eclectic 
group of native “Mountain and Moorland” ponies of 
the British Isles, which also includes four varieties 
of Welsh ponies from Wales; the Shetland, High-
land and Eriskay from Scotland; England’s Dales, 
Exmoor, Dartmoor, and New Forest; as well as Ire-
land’s Connemara and Kerry Bog ponies.  Apart 
from the Exmoor, the Fell pony is probably the old-
est of the native pony breeds. 

 
The origins of the Fell pony have been 

shrouded in the mists of time, and made more con-
fusing by more than one “hairy piece of hillside my-
thology”.   A good example would be the long-held 
notion that the Fell pony originated back in Roman 
times by crossing Friesian stallions and native po-
nies at Hadrian’s Wall.  It is true that during the 
first few centuries A.D., the Roman Emperor Ha-
drian decreed that this wall should be built, 
stretching across what is now roughly the border 
between England and Scotland, to defend against 

the northern warrior tribes.  This happened to be in 
the vicinity of what is now Cumbria.  Stallions were 
brought there by Friesian mercenaries in the Ro-
man army during the construction, and this is the 
basis for a popular theory about the origin of the 
Fell pony.   However, this explanation for the origin 
of the Fell pony is surely a myth, because fossils 
resembling the Fell pony have been found else-
where in England dating back to 60,000 B.C. -- long 
before Caesar ever invaded British 
shores. Moreover, the modern Friesian horse is no 
doubt a far cry from its Roman counterpart, which 
Caesar described as “bad and ugly”. 

 
Indeed, scientific evidence suggests that a 

common prehistoric ancestor is the most likely ex-
planation for resemblances between the Fell pony 
and other breeds, including the modern Frie-
sian.  One of the few types of ponies to survive the 
Ice Ages was called the “Forest-type”, variably re-
ferred to as Equus robustus and Equus caballus syl-
vaticus.  Standing at approximately 13.2 hh, this 
sturdy, heavy-boned prehistoric pony flourished in 
the vicinity of the cold, boggy forests of central and 
northwestern Europe.  It was this northern pro-
genitor pony that likely contributed to the develop-
ment of many draft breeds, through both selective 

Waverhead Robbie  
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breeding upward in size and cross-breeding with 
other taller types.  Thus, although “Equus robus-
tus” eventually gave rise to the “Great Horse”, it 
started as a “Great Pony”, whose closest living pro-
totype is probably the Fell.  Abundant fossil re-
mains, including those found at Hadrian’s Wall and 
in Europe, as well as Stone Age cave drawings 
which are nearly indistinguishable from the mod-
ern Fell pony, provide evidence this is true.  

 
Like the modern Fell pony, its prehistoric 

counterpart had characteristically short, heavy can-
non bones, allowing it to bear the weight of its 
small but heavily-built frame, while its broad feet 
helped to keep it from getting stuck in the swampy 
ground.  Its long, sloping shoulder 
gave it knee action, which helped it 
to clear fallen trees and other ob-
stacles without stumbling, and also 
enabled it to move quickly through 
the snow while fleeing from Ice Age 
predators.  Its long fetlock hair or 
“feather”, long forelock, well-
furnished mane and tail, and char-
acteristic “beard” provided warmth 
and facilitated rainwater runoff.  
Its dark color aided in camouflage 
and also retaining heat, while 
large, relatively forward-projecting 
eyes set on a short, broad face pro-
vided optimum vision in this envi-
ronment.  Its ears were small and 
tucked beneath the heavy mane to 

protect them from the cold.  The same sure-
footedness and knee action which had 
evolved over the forest floor obstacles were 
also ideal adaptations for the Fell pony’s 
rocky terrain, while their broad feet also 
protected them from getting stuck in rocky 
crevices.   

 
Domestication of the Fell pony’s an-

cestors may have occurred as early as Phoe-
nician times, when the use of pack ponies 
was first documented for the tin trade in 
southern England and France, which was 
subsequently exploited by the Romans.  An-

cient Celtic coins also show credible Fell po-
nies, as do Roman tombstones and military stan-
dards.   

 
After the fall of the Roman Empire in the 

fifth century, one of the greatest native kingdoms to 
emerge was Rheged.  Carlisle, in northern Cum-
bria, was the capitol of Rheged and some believe it 
was one of the primary meeting places of King Ar-
thur’s “Knights of the Round Table”.  Being cen-
tered around Carlisle, could it be that Arthur’s fa-
mous “black horses” were Fell ponies?  Although 
they seem like they would be the obvious choice in 
the Celtic stronghold of Rheged, this is perhaps just 
another of Arthur’s many legends that cannot be 
proven one way or the other. 

Fell Pony Medieval Re-enactment at Carlisle Castle.   
Photo courtesy of the late Mr. Jim Bell 

Castle Hill Dainty 
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Later in the eighth century, Viking raids 

began.  These Scandinavian invasions brought a 
new language to the north, where many places 
there owe their names to this Viking heritage.  This 
includes “fell” which is of Old Norse origin.  The Vi-
kings also enjoyed horseracing, and several north 
country names are derived from the Old Norse 
word for racecourse.  Fell ponies, being fast trot-
ters, have been used for racing since at least the 
time of the Norman conquest, if not before.  
While under Norman rule, the Cistercian 
monks of northern England prospered and re-
lied heavily on the local ponies for both pack 
work as well as breeding “running horses”.  
Back then the Fell pony was referred to as the 
“fell galloway”, as they are still known to some 
longtime breeders today.  The Cistercians’ ex-
panded mining operations involving slate, cop-
per, lead and iron ore relied on pack ponies, 
while the wool industry also necessitated their 
use for both transporting wool and shepherding.  
In addition, the Cistercians, being a “White-
robed” Order, also may have introduced the 
grey color to the native Fell pony breed at that 
time through Irish Hobbies imported for their 
running horse studs. 

 
For over 350 years up to the end of the 16th 

century, life in the north “rang to the clash of 
steel and the thunder of hooves” over the dis-
puted boundary or “Debatable Land” between 

England and Scotland.  For centuries these 
warring families, collectively known as the 
“Border Reivers”, fought to uphold their honor 
while expanding their possessions in what 
was a lawless place -- the home of the Fell 
pony.  Like the modern Fell pony, the Reivers’ 
horses were shaggy, small but sturdy ponies 
which were fast over even the most difficult 
terrain.  The Border horse was variously 
called a “hobbler”, “bog trotter” and “nagg”, 
and was known for being an easy-keeper as 
well as for its stamina and sure-footedness -- 
prerequisites for the boggy marshes of the Sol-
way and the moorlands of Tynedale and Tevi-
otdale.  The Border Reivers’ talents were also 
used on the “right” side of the law, being fre-
quently commissioned for military purposes.  
Although strong and fast, their ponies were 

too small to carry the weight of armor, but nonethe-
less their expertise was vital for battle in the peril-
ous Border country, being best-equipped to handle 
the difficult terrain.  The Scots made of use of them 
in the military first, and their tough ponies nearly 
made a mockery of the great English chargers.  
These Northern Horsemen served as scouts, 
“border prickers” or “light lancers”, eventually mak-
ing up one half of the King’s Light Cavalry.  They 

Waverhead Robbie  with Brian Raymor   
(Photo courtesy of Equesse, Inc.) 

Ludworth Lady Grey and Laurelhighland Sapphire 
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also served as mercenaries in military campaigns in 
Ireland, Holland, Flanders and the Belgic Wars.   

 
In the 18th and 19th centuries, Great Britain be-

came the "Workshop of the World".   One of the un-
sung heroes of this success includes Fell pony power, 
which provided fuel for the Industrial Revolution as 
it “carried the weight of Cumbria on its back.”  At 
that time, before the advent of railroads, northern 
industries still relied heavily on pack-ponies as a 
primary means of transportation, not only for haul-
ing products like wool, iron ore, etc. but also for the 
coal needed as fuel and just about anything else 
that needed to be transported.  Without them the 
rugged fell terrain would otherwise have remained 
impassable, and these industries could not have 
taken off there when they did.   

 
Ironically, the Fell pony’s hardiness, 

strength and usefulness almost brought the breed to 
extinction in the 20th century when they were sold 
in droves to the army to pull and pack artillery 
throughout World Wars I and II, which left but few 
Fell stallions behind.  With mechanization, tractors 
and cars replaced them on farms, and many more 
ended up being sold for meat.  Fortunately, the de-
velopment of the leisure industry in the 1950’s and 
60’s gave them a new lease on life, when the versa-
tile Fell pony adapted to this new market for an all-
around sport pony.  Today’s Fell pony is a sure-
footed, larger-type pony that stands 14 hands or less 
and is used for riding, driving and jumping by both 
children and adults alike. It is most commonly black, 
but sometimes bay, brown or grey, with a long mane 
and tail, luxurious "feather", and well-balanced knee 
and hock action. It is also well known for stamina and 
a kind and sensible temperament, and is thus fre-
quently used in programs for riding and driving by 

the disabled.  In addition, they are used for both pony 
trekking and deerstalking at Balmoral Castle, Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s estate in Scotland, and 
by the Duke of Edinburgh in combined driving compe-
tition.  Fell ponies can also still be found roaming in 
semi-feral herds in their native home of Cumbria. 

 
(© Mary Jean Gould-Earley 1998-2006.   All text and 
images adapted from the author’s upcoming book, The 
Fell Pony Family Album (http://
www.laurelhighland.com/album).  No part of this arti-
cle may be reproduced in any form without permission 
from the author.  Article also published in the Equine 
Journal, September, 2006) 

Fell Pony Stallions Waverhead Robbie and Waverhead Model IV  
with the Author and Nicole Cable at Walnut Hill, NY, 2005 

        Overseas News 

On the 19th August the French Association of the Fell Pony (Overseas Branch 
France) held the 3rd Fell Pony Breed Show. This year’s judge was Mr. W S Potter 
(Greenholme Stud) and Ring Steward was Mr. T B Capstick (Murthwaite Stud). It 
was an enjoyable and interesting day for all who came, with the weather staying 
kind. The show is still the only "shop window" for the breed in France, though due 
to the large size of this country, not all Fell owners are able to attend because 
of distances. But thank you to all who did come and made the day a success.  More 
information is available at www.AssociationPoneyFell.org 

Supreme Champion 
Dene Demetra 
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Laurelhighland Skylark 
s. Waverhead Robbie 

d. Guards Blossom 

Laurelhighland Wild Rose 
s. Waverhead Robbie 

d. Sleddale Wild Rose V 

Laurelhighland Odin 
s. Waverhead Model IV 

d. Brackenbank Poppy 

Laurelhighland Rosebud 
s. Waverhead Model IV 

d. Lunesdale Rock Rose 

Braeberry Whimsical Legend  
s. Townend Jonty  
d. Greenholme Viv  
 

Braeberry Liberty  
s:  Broughhill Hadrian’s Wall 
d. Townend Bunny 

Majestic Abbey  
s: Waverhead Model IV 
d. Townend Mountain Gypsy III 

Laurelhighland Lucky Jim 
s. Waverhead Robbie 

d. Inglegarth Radiant 

New Arrivals  

Laurelhighland Sparkler 
s. Waverhead Model IV 

d. Castle Hill Dainty 

2000 filly,  
Mustahevonen Deco, 

 is the original “stork foal” 

Laurelhighland Duke II 
s. Waverhead Model IV 

d. Lownthwaite Orange Blossom 

Laurelhighland Beauty 
s. Waverhead Model IV 

d. Lune Valley Dolly 

  

What a bumper 
crop of babies!  
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New Arrivals - continued 

Stonecreek Cody  
s. Ralfland Ranger 
d. Llancloudy Firestone 

Stonecreek Dusty    
s. Ralfland Ranger 
d. Llancloudy Felicia 

Stonecreek Destiny  
s. Goytvalley Magic Minstrel 
d. Gemma 

Stonecreek  Ivy  
s. Stonecreek Starbuck 
d. Sprintghyll Peggy                              

Stonecreek Magic Minstrel II     
s. Goytvalley Magic Minstrel 
d.  Brocklebeck Briony    

Stonecreek Marty  
s. Ralfland Ranger 
d. Llancloudy Marti                                                                   

Stonecreek Zorra  
s. Ralfland Ranger 
d. Llancloudy Alyssum                                                                     

Stonecreek Sapphire                       
s. Goytvalley Magic Minstrel 
d. Heltondale Rosanna XI                                                                

Stonecreek Onyx  
s. Ralfland Ranger 
d. Llancloudy Stor                                                    

I’ll be working overtime, 
with more deliveries in the 

next issue! 

DreamHayven Balian  
s. Lunesdale Mercury 
d. Corrennie Afton                                     
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Kentucky Rovers 

We made the transition from Michigan to Kentucky fairly stress-free (!) 
and are busy fixing up our new farm for the arrival of all our ponies.    
 
Littletree Sirius Black and our grey stallion Littletree Highwayman 
have achieved their FPS stallion licensing and both are showing great pro-
gress with their training.  Littletree Highwayman is scheduled to appear at 
the “Celebration of the Horse" gathering in Metamora, Michigan in Sep-
tember - a small exhibition for local horsepeople, but growing every year.   
With regard to our mares, Linnel Peaches, who is currently still in the 

UK, is confirmed in foal to three times FPS Supreme Cham-
pion Carrock I'm Yer Man and we eagerly await her arrival 
later  in the Fall.  We are also hoping that Littletree Tia 
Maria will be bred to Littletree Highwayman (if his   sched-
ule allows!) for a late Summer foal in 2008. 
 
Best Wishes to all, 
 
Heather S. Kyle 
Scafell Pike Fell Pony Stud 
Owensboro, KY  
 

Littletree Sirius Black 

Littletree Highwayman 

“Work & play  
       in harmony. . . 

the greatest gift to 
me from my pony!” 

Orton Hall Danny and Pat Burge 
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Lettie’s Big Adventure!      Mary Jean Gould-Earley 
Raisburn Lettie II has come to live 
at Laurel Highland Farm for awhile.  
As you may be aware, Lettie is owned 
by Judith Bean-Calhoun, who is origi-
nally from Cumbria and now lives in 
Maine.  Judith asked us if we would 
like to lease her for breeding.  We 
were not sure if Lettie was too old to 
be bred for the first time (13), but 
nonetheless we decided to let one of 
our stallions give it a try. 
 
Despite  our 70 degree weather during 
the week prior to her arrival , we had 
the usual crazy March weather with 2 
blizzards subsequently over 5 days.  It 
was warm again followed  by freezing 
temperatures the night before her arri-
val, turning our driveway into ice.  
The weather was no better in Maine 
and they had quite a time sending her 
off, with the large trailer blocking the 
road.  Nonetheless, Lettie trotted up 
the ramp like a lady with local admir-
ers cheering her on her way.  When 
they finally arrived about 10 PM, I 
told them to park on the road and 
wait  for me, and I would walk Lettie 
up the driveway since I knew their 
truck would never make it.  
 
When I got to the trailer, they had the 
side ramp opened and they said "Here 
she is!"  I looked up and there was 
this stunning jet black pony with a 
roached mane and definitely Welsh-
type head. . . Very beautiful . . . But. . 
.??!!!  So all I could think was "Oh 
God - what have I gotten myself 
into!!!!"  A moment later another 
head peaked out the door and I 
breathed a big sigh of relief to see a 
beautiful (definitely Fell!) pony stand-
ing around the corner.  She was very 
calm as she came off the trailer and 
we started heading up our driveway.  
This was no easy task, not only be-

cause we were total strangers and it 
was pitch black out, but also because 
our driveway is a half mile up the 
mountainside and was covered with a 
mixture of snow and black ice.  How-
ever, I was less worried about the ice 
than I was about the "welcoming 
committee" looming up ahead. . . !  
Sure enough when we were about half 
way up in the darkness, Lettie sud-
denly stopped and her eyes grew big 
as saucers.  In the shadows were these 
"flying black blobs" coming straight 
at us from both sides - a Fell pony 

stampede!  The pastures flank the 
driveway on either side and pretty 
soon we were surrounded by the herd, 
with a barely noticeable fence in be-
tween us.  Of course the ring leader 
was our very own Laurelhighland 
Lyric!  Acch!!!  They were carrying 
on so all I could do was say half un-
der my breath (so as not to further 
alarm Lettie) "Knock it off guys or I 
shall wring all your hairy little necks 

in the morning!!!"  Poor Lettie just 
froze and buried her head in my coat, 
as if to say "Tell me when it is over!"  
I just kept petting her and saying 
"Don't worry dear - they are all just 
your 'cousins'.". . .:)  Slowly but 
surely we made it to the barn.  She 
seemed relieved to see some ponies 
(the mares and foals) in the light of 
the barn, and I put her in the stall for 
the night.  By the end of our little ad-
venture I think we had already 
bonded.  She is extremely good-
natured and I can tell has been very 

well-loved. 
 
Once spring arrived Lettie was turned 
out with Waverhead Model IV, and 
we are happy to say that Lettie has 
since been confirmed in foal.  Even 
though she is rather old to have her 
first foal, I am guessing she will be a 
good Mom next year since she has 
tried to befriend every foal in sight!  
We shall see. . .! 

Raisburn Lettie II at Laurel Highland Farm, just after her arrival.  She stared for 
a long time at the mountains, no doubt wondering “Which hill is home?” 
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Waverhead Model IV (front) and Raisburn Lettie II (rear) grazing happily together on the 
“Pennsylvania fells”  at Laurel Highland Farm 

including winning the Colt Championship 
at the FPS Breed Show.  We’re expecting 
more great things out of him—hopefully 
for many years to come!! :) 

Mary Jean Gould-Earley 

Laurel Highland Farm,  

Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 

Buildin’ the Dream. . . 

2007 has kind of been a rollercoaster year for us...but what has  remained steadfast 
is our true joy at being Fell Pony  owners!  
Our ponies weathered another Wisconsin 
winter in woolly style.  Some of you know 
we have been creating our “dream” farm 
from scratch for over a year now.  It is nice to say we are in the final stages of the 
home, and have finalized plans for the pony barn.  The fencing is almost com-
plete, and this year’s hay is in the shed. 

It was great fun to finally get some training time this spring with our stallion Lunesdale 
Mercury and our Fell gelding “Dickens” (Florence).  Both the boys went to a training 
barn together in March to begin preparations for riding season and in particular the Mid-
west Horse Fair exposition in Madison in late April.  It is a wonderful feeling heading off 
to the barn knowing your Pony is waiting for you, looking forward to whatever the after-
noon may bring!  Our experiences off the farm with the boys were uplifting and motivat-
ing, as they both had exceptional attitudes and are true performers.  Last but not least, we 
reveled in the birth announcements across the country as the first Mercury babies to be 
born in the U.S. came into the world.  Our mare Corrennie Afton gave us a cracking 
good grey colt by Mercury, DreamHayven Balian (you can see him on the foal page).                                              
Wishing you the best at all your Fell endeavors!                     Melissa Kreuzer, Wisconsin 

Halfway there in the spring of 2007 

Dickens & Melissa  performing 
at Midwest Horse Fair ‘07 

Our Young Prince! 
Laurel Highland Farm is proud to an-
nounce the licensing of our 3rd and 
youngest stud — an imported Champion 
—Brackenbank Romany’s Prince.  
Prince has since run with some of our 
mares and is expecting his first foal crop  

 

 

 

in 2008.  Prince had a number of show 
ring successes in Cumbria before export, Brackenbank Romany’s Prince (as an 

almost-2 yo) in March, 2007 
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So far, 2007 has been a very fun Fell year with Sweet  William 
(Midnightvalley Sweet William). We started off exhibiting 
with the Fell ponies at  
Midwest Horse Fair.  The 
coliseum was full of scary 
monsters but we both lived 
through it and met other 
Fell  ponies and their own-
ers. Among the other ac-
tivities we've been busy 
with are riding in gymnas-
tics classes, trail riding, 
walks down the road (in 
hand), ridden dressage les-
sons, drill team practice 
(our first performance 
coming up soon) and driv-
ing.  We competed in our 
first    ridden dressage 
show     receiving some good scores.  This fall we plan on com-
peting at a few ADS driving shows and we're thinking about 
going to the National Drive at the Kentucky Horse Park. 
Everywhere we go people just rave about Sweet     William and 
his way of going, his conformation, his intelligence, his  per-
sonality, his  athleticism, and his "handsomeness". 
 
Enjoy our pictures! 

Susan Hulls 
Galena, Illinois 

On the weekend of July 28th, Stennerskeugh Amanda May 
and I, along with my navigator, Pamela Patrick, participated in 
a High Country Drive Competition. 
 
The competition included various driving tests of dismounting 
my navigator on a red carpet, trotting quickly up to a cone and 
stopping even at the carriage wheel hubcap. 
 
There were several bridge crossings, and a cones course. 

My Illinois Boy! 

That’s The Mountain Spirit! 

 
We had a lot of fun, and Amanda May was amazing through it 
all.  We are getting ready to participating, at the Preliminary 
Level, in a Combined Driving Trial at the beginning of Septem-
ber. 
 
Amanda May has shown that she is zoomy on the cross country 
course, enjoying and having a keen interest in all hazard obsta-
cles.  Though September will be my first combined driving trial, 
I look forward to the event with excitement rather than nervous-
ness, because I know that Pony Amanda, dignified in the cones 
and dressage phases,  has all the gumption and courage one can 
ask for in the marathon phases. 
 
I am also doing a huge relocation, from Alberta to the Island of 
Vancouver in October.  I look forward to new and continued 
adventures with the Fell Ponies and with Life itself. 
 
Warm regards to all, and Bless all the Fell Ponies and the peo-
ple whom love them; 
 
Kim Renee Cote 
Mountain Spirit Ponies, Alberta, Canada  
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Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD 
 

A s you may recall, the last issue (Fall/Winter 2006) of The 
Fell Pony Express included the first part of a 1917 publi-

cation about British horses and the “Great War”, a.k.a. World 
War I. 
 
Although not specifically about the Fell pony, the article brings 
to light an important time in Fell history – so important, in fact, 
it nearly brought an end to the breed.  During that “Great 
War” (a.k.a. First World War (1914 – 1918)), the army had a 
tremendous demand for “gunners”, including the Fell pony, to 
pack and pull artillery.  Although mechanization had begun to 
play a role in the military at that time, real “horse power” (and 
pony power!) remained critical.  Thus, more than one million 
horses and mules were purchased in Britain, Canada, the United 
States and South America by the British Army, including a 
large number of Premium Fell stallions which never returned.  
By the end of the war in 1918, more than 250,000 British Army 
horses had perished.  And if this wasn’t enough to do them in, 
after World War I tractors and cars rapidly began to replace 

horses throughout Britain.  The result was near disaster for Fell 
ponies, which declined so drastically in numbers that in the 
years between the World Wars, only five registered stallions 
were left.  Had it had not been for a few dedicated breeders, the 
Fell Pony Society, and generous donations from King George V 
and Beatrix Potter, the breed might well have gone extinct.   
(This was not the first time the Fell pony played an important 
role in military history, but that we will have to save for another 
story. . . ) 
 
The following remaining excerpt from, “The Story of the Brit-
ish War Horse”, was published September 1, 1917 in a maga-
zine called, “The Great War:  The Standard History of the All-
Europe Conflict”, edited by H.W. Wilson.  The article includes 
photographs and discussions on how the animals were used and 
cared for, as well as how such a large supply of horses and po-
nies was maintained despite numerous casualties.  I hope you 
enjoy this insightful (and sometimes chilling) account of the 
fate of the horses and ponies that served the Allies so well in 
World War I.   
 
(Note: If you missed Part 1, members can access all back-issues of the Fell Pony Express 
online in the “Members Only” section at www.fpsna.org .)  © MJ Gould-Earley 2006-2007 

A Look Back In Time:  Fell Ponies and the “Great War” (Part 2) 

Fell Ponies Rock the Midwest Horse Fair           Melissa Kreuzer 

Midwestern Fell owners gathered forces this past April in Madi-
son, WI, and put together a wonderful showcase for the Fell 
Pony and our association.  It took lots of preparation and count-
less emails, but it was all worth it as the public came out to learn 
more about our ponies in record numbers– attendance topped 
70,000 over the 3-day event, in no small part to the excellent 
weather enjoyed during the event. 

Members came from all over and traveled hundreds of miles to 
participate, including Kris Fulwiler & Midnightvalley Moun-
tain Daisy from WI, Amy Kroll & Sandhaven Donavan from 
MI, and Susan Hulls & Midnightvalley Sweet William from 
IL.  Lisa Lindholm from MN & I joined forces, both of us show-
ing my gelding “Dickens” (Florence), and my husband handled 
our other pony Lunesdale Mercury.  We had lots of other help-

ers too– husbands, trainers, friends & family, to make the fair so 
successful. 

So we had an excellent team going into the event, & we had all 
decided during the preceding weeks that we would exhibit in the 
ring as the Pink Ladies, ala Grease, to coincide with the theme 
“Rock, Roll N Ride”.  We purchased matching outfits, put some 
great music together, and had 2 really fabulous presentations in 
the big arena, in addition to participating all three days in the 
Parade of Breeds.  Most of the ponies were new to expos, and 
Madison is a true testing ground for any horse, but our ponies 
were all well behaved and true representatives for the breed. 

It was a great time, and if you are thinking you’d like to join in, 
there’s room for you at Madison in 2008! 

Our FPSNA booth topped the charts! 

Lisa showing Dickens & Kris riding Daisy, with Kris’s 
friend Ellen in the warm-up area before a presentation. 
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