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Message from FPSNA Chairman   

 
 Hope you all have had a wonderful holiday!  Sorry this issue is a bit tardy 
but we needed to wait for the results of our 2011 year-end awards.  Hopefully you 
will agree that this—our biggest issue ever — was all worth the wait!  Enjoy!  
 
 Stay tuned for updates regarding “Get Your Fell Pony Kicks on Route 66” - 
the 2012 FPS International Convention 2012, a week-long celebration commemorat-
ing Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee as well as The Fell Pony Society’s 90th Anni-
versary.  (See page 5 for more information!) 
 
 Thanks again for all the wonderful news and stories that make this maga-
zine possible!   Have a safe, happy and healthy New Year, and I hope you get lots of 
time to enjoy your ponies!   
 
Best Wishes, 
 
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD 
Chairman, FPSNA, Inc.   

Important Reminder 
To Breeders  
from FPS: 

 
ALL FOALS MUST be  

MICROCHIPPED prior to  
registration!  Foals should be reg-
istered in their year of birth and 

registration forms MUST include 
VETERINARY PRACTICE 
STAMP with practice name/

address!   
Foals registered AFTER  

DECEMBER 1 in the year of 
birth will cost DOUBLE  
REGISTRATION FEES!   

Additional Late Fees also apply if 
foal is not registered during the 

year of birth.   
Please register foals promptly!  

Also please note that              
ALL MICROCHIPS MUST BE 
15-digit ISO 11784-compliant 

(e.g., Destron-Fearing LifeChip or 
equivalent) OR REGISTRATION  
CANNOT BE PROCESSED (per 

DEFRA in the UK!) 

FPSNA  BROCHURE!   

Download a copy online at  

www.fpsna.org 

On the Cover: 
Fells grazing on high moorland 

(Wild Boar Fell in distance)     
Ravenstonedale, Cumbria    

(Photo:  Inmagine) 

www.fpsna.org 
 

At the FPSNA web site 
you can: 

 

• Fill out online membership for 
FPSNA and FPS 

 

• Make payment by PayPal using 
your credit card for membership and 
fundraising items (shirts, bumper 
stickers, pins and more!) 

 

• Read back issues of 
      The Fell Pony Express 
 

Email:  info@fpsna.org   

Upcoming  
FPSNA Events 

 
FPSNA-Sponsored Events: 

Horse Expo 2012: 29th Annual      
Michigan Horse Council International      

Stallion Exhibition and Trade Show 
Michigan State University 

 Lansing, Michigan 
March 7-11, 2012 

www.michiganhorsecouncil.com/expo.html  
 

FPSNA-Sponsored Awards Programs: 
 

Be sure to enroll your ponies now! 
 

Performance Premium & Awards        
Program 2012 

 
USDF All-Breeds Awards 2012 

 
www.fpsna.org/awards.htm 

Check it out:  “Members Only” 
section at www.fpsna.org! 

• Performance Premium & Awards Pro-
gram Form 
• Exhibition Policy 
• Back issues of The Fell Pony Express 

 
Note:  Unique user name and password 

are provided with membership.          
Contact info@fpsna.org for more  

information!  

Mary Jean and yearling filly, Laurelhighland Diva. 
(Photo by daughter, Lauren!) 
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Here’s the crew … Your FPSNA Council & Staff 

Chairman and       
FPS/FPSNA Branch Representative:                               
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD 
546 Lehman Drive 
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728 
570-320-0254 
mj@laurelhighland.com 
 
General Secretary:  Lisa Lindholm 
2626 Diane Lane 
Hibbing, Minnesota 55746 
218-263-5217    
info@fpsna.org 
 
Treasurer:   
Kristen Staehling 
5333 O’Kelly Drive,  
Suffolk, Virginia 23437 
757-651-4601 
n2petstoo@juno.com  
 
Council Member-at-Large:   
Beth Dawson 
P.O. Box 549 
El Prado, New Mexico, 87529 
575-779-1520 
redwillowfells@yahoo.com   

Zone 3 

Zone 4 
Zone 2 

Zone 1 

FPSNA Council Regional Representatives 
     Zone 1:  Mary Jean Gould-Earley  
     Zone 2:  Kristen Staehling  
     Zone 3:  Rene' Bender  
     Zone 4:  Beth Dawson 
     Zone 5 - Canada:   TBA 

Vice Chairman &  
Executive Secretary:   
René Bender 
P.O. Box 31 
Lincoln, California 95648 
916-205-7103 
felllegendfarm@yahoo.com 
 

FPSNA Promotions Director: 
Nancy Weiss 
P.O. Box 577 
Malibu, California, 90265 
310-456-4180 
promotions@fpsna.org 
 
Webmaster:                                   
Megan Elisha Tong 
11 Spear Street 
Charlotte, Vermont 
972-658-7537                      
webmaster@fpsna.org 
 

 

Lisa Lindholm 

René Bender 
Beth Dawson 

Kristen Staehling 

Mary Jean Gould-Earley 

 

Have you renewed your 
2012  

membership? 
 

Now is the time! 
 

(This also applies to the annual 
Breeders and Stallions lists.) 

 
Go to www.fpsna.org  

   to print out a form or apply online. 
Overseas enthusiasts are also             

welcome to subscribe to                        
The Fell Pony Express! 

Megan Elisha Tong 

Megan Tong 
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From Your Secretary 
 
Dear Members, 

 
 One of my favorite jobs, as secretary of 
FPSNA, is to thank you for your 2011 mem-
berships and your support of our organization. 
This past year, FPSNA, under the direction of 
our chairwoman, Mary Jean, underwent a 
huge overhaul of our website! I want to thank 
all the members for your patience in learning 
the ropes of how to use the new site, while we 
worked out the bugs through the year!  We 
continue to hone the ease and accuracy of us-
ing the site and hope you have enjoyed being 
able to list things yourself!  As our 2012 mem-
bership comes due, I have one note of information for you:  Please remember that if you are an established mem-
ber with an existing User Email/ID and password, you should use this to log in to the Members Area and use the 
membership form there to renew.  If instead you try to use the publicly-available membership form, the system 
will not allow you to enter an existing User Email/ID.  (i.e., You will get an error message that “User ID already 
exists”.)  So make sure you log in to the Members Area with your User Email ID and password whenever you want 
to renew your membership, order merchandise, read back issues of the Fell Pony Express, etc., and hopefully eve-
rything will work like a charm!  It is all right there in the Members Area for 
you!  The new website really is a fabulous modern addition to FPSNA!!  

 

I look forward to seeing your memberships for 2012 roll in. Remember, all 
memberships expired December 31!!  

Wishing all of you, a safe and Happy Holiday Season! 

Lisa Lindholm, FPSNA Secretary, info@fpsna.org  

A friendly reminder to all exhibitors:  When you are showing your Fell pony, particularly  in a breed show 
or demonstration, please try to follow FPS Showing Rules and Guidelines whenever possible, which in-
cludes: 

• Pony should be shown in “natural state”, which basically means unclipped, unbraided, and clean!  Clip-
ping of winter coats on working ponies, “whilst not encouraged is not debarred”.  However, bridle path, 
facial hair and whiskers should never be clipped. 

• For ridden demonstrations, traditional “ratcatcher” is preferred (informal foxhunting-style tack and turn-
out), including fairly plain, hunter tack (without bling!), and typically without numnah or saddle pad (or 
the latter should be discreet).  Showing dressage-style is also perfectly acceptable, and helps to show off 
the versatility of the Fell, but please leave hair unbraided in a breed show or demonstration.  Ideally, hair 
should always be shown naturally— long, straight and silky.  (Coarse or curly hair is “objectionable”, so if 
you braid hair before a show to keep it clean or to keep the pony cool during schooling, be sure to rinse it 
out before showing so it is straight again!)  Leg bandages are also not allowed. 

• For detailed information, see “Showing Fell Ponies” (Fell Pony Express, Volume 9, No. 1), available online 
in the “Members Only” area (along with all other Fell Pony Express back issues.)  Please feel free to share 
this information with your rider, whip or handler if you are not showing your pony yourself.  Thank-you! 

Do you want to use our booth materi-
als and/or   represent the Fell Pony 

and FPSNA at an exhibition?   

Please see FPSNA’s Exhibition Policy                      
in the  Members Only section of  

www.fpsna.org,                                        
or contact promotions@fpsna.org  

Lisa enjoying some winter fun with her family and Victor! 
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“Get Your Fell Pony Kicks on Route 66!” 
The Fell Pony International Convention 2012 
The Fell Pony Society (UK) is planning a week of activities,  similar to the “Jubilee Week” (2002) and a “Week up 
the Wall” to celebrate  the Fell Pony Society’s Patron H M the Queen's Diamond Jubilee and the 90th Anniver-
sary of the Fell Pony Society.  The events will be along the Trans Pennine route joining Cumbria to County 
Durham and “will include stud visits, pleasure rides, displays, socials, and much more.  The week will  begin 
with  the FPS  Breed Show at  Brougham, near Penrith  on August 11th [2012] and will  conclude with the Fell 
pony classes at Appleby Show on August 18th [ 2012].”  More details will be published in the Spring FPS Maga-
zine.  In the meantime, mark your calendars! 

 

Amendments to FPS Regulations  
The following Regulations have been amended by Council in 2011 and were published in the Autumn FPS Maga-
zine (2011):   

Regulation 1.1.6 

Section (X)  -  contains   ponies  that   have  registered  and  licensed   sires  and registered dams but  are of a col-
our  other  than black,  brown,  bay or grey and /or have an excess of white  markings.  Mis-marked  ponies in  
this section  may not be shown in In hand, Ridden or WHP classes at Fell Pony Society affiliated shows, but may 
participate in  Fell Pony Society  performance events  (e.g. dressage, driving, endurance,  performance trials  etc.)   
They may  also participate in  the  relevant sections of the Performance  Points schemes but  are not eligible for 
any premiums paid  from  the  HBLB grant.  Any foal by an unlicensed but registered sire and registered dam  
will go into  Section  (X) but, after proof of  parentage by DNA testing,  may transfer to the main section,  subject  
to  Council approval.  Progeny of  ponies  in  Section  (X) may be registered  in  the main  section  provided  they 
conform to the breed standard and have registered  and  licensed sires and registered  dams.  NB Colts are not 
eligible for an FPS stallion license. 

Regulation 3.1 

Colours are black, brown, bay or grey.  Other  colours must be registered in Section (X).  Ponies with white on the 
front feet and/or a blaze or stripe  must be registered  in  Section (X).  If in doubt,  breeders should include a pho-
tograph  of the foal with  the  application for  registration.   If  it is subsequently found  that a breeder  has omit-
ted to  declare white markings,  Council have the right to move that pony from the Main section  to Section (X). 
This regulation to apply  to foals born in 2011 onward  and not to be applied  retrospectively. 

Updates to FPSNA Performance Premium & Award                               
Program Regulations  
 

As a result  of the above FPS changes with regard to Section X, FPSNA will be modifying its award program 
rules for the current year 2012.  Previously, Section X ponies could not be shown as Fell Ponies as per FPS regu-
lations, but since their rules have been modified, we plan to modify our rules accordingly.  The FPSNA Council 
will post updated program rules for 2012 to the FPSNA website  www.fpsna.org by February 15 — please see the 
awards page for updates and more information.  
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News from the Wolverine State:  Michigan 
 

The geldings (Laurelhighland Beau and Laurelhighland Odin) are pictured 
here under harness after just 70 days of training.  David used them in a benefit 
drive last fall.  They were perfect!!  I call Beau "Wizard Eyes" — his eyes are really 
special.  The first mare in hand is (Laurelhighland) Beauty...the second 
(Laurelhighland) Delilah.  I will have  to send pictures of (Laurelhighland) 
Shimmer another time.  Want to send more recent ones...she has grown up.  What a sweetie she is! 

Nancy (and David) Haylett 

North Country Farm 

Coldwater, Michigan 

Clockwise from top left:  Beau in harness, David with Odin in 
harness, David with Delilah, and David with Beauty 

Editors Note:  David and Nancy Haylett will be rep-
resenting FPSNA and bringing their new stallion, 
Lunesdale Mercury, to Michigan Horse Council    
International Stallion Exhibition and Trade Show in 
March, 2012 (See page 2!) 
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Dedication, Enjoyment and Useful Work: 

THE CHARLTONS  

AND THE  

LINNEL FELL PONY STUD 
  By Jenifer Morrissey 

This article continues FPSNA’s “Breeder Profile” series about long-time UK breeders of Fell Ponies.   

“My parents were deeply interested in [the native Dales 
and Fell Ponies], and some 50 years ago they used to 
pack their bags, yoke up their best harness pony, and 
take me as pony boy….  On one of these driving tours 

we overtook in Teesdale lots of families of gipsies and 
tinkers with their caravans and covered carts and 
loose ponies, and always grey-hounds and dozens of 
bairns.  One old fellow on a flat cart came swaggering 

Grandpa Roy (Bob’s grandfather) above Angle Tarn, Ullswater in the late 20s/early 30s.  The photograph was taken by A.F. 
Tschiffely, best known for his horseback ride from Buenos Aires to Washington, D.C.  Grandpa is leading the pony that 

Tschiffely was riding.  Photo courtesy the Charlton family.  
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past us, driving a broken down horse that was getting 
over the ground at great speed.  We happened to be 
driving ‘Little Jean’, then the world’s fastest trotting 
pony for her height, which was 12.1 hands.  Imagine 
we three people being away from home on a driving 
tour of perhaps 130 miles, for which we would take 
seven to ten days, going quite leisurely with a 12.1 po-
ny.  I was generally the driver.  When the old gipsy 
was on a bit of straight road, and about 300 yards 
ahead of us, my father said:  ‘Go on Jennie and let the 
old fellow see what real trotting looks like.’  Jennie 
went on at such speed that the flat cart was pulled 
aside and the horse stopped, the tinker staring, with 
his mouth open….”  That evening and again two days 
later, the tinker tried to buy the pony, unsuccessfully.  
Little Jean was a purely bred Fell pony, wholly dark 
brown in colour and very heavily built.  She trotted 
fair and square.  By this I mean that she did not ‘pace’ 
like the American horses.  She became the dam of 
many famous ‘Linnel’ ponies.” 1(From A Lifetime With 
Ponies by Roy B. Charlton, 1945. )  

 

 This story of Little Jean illustrates the 
themes of the Charlton family’s long involvement with 
ponies and Fell Ponies in particular.  They enjoy 
them, give them useful work to do, and dedicate time 
and energy to the breed societies that work for the 
preservation of purely bred ponies.   

 

Dedication to Breed Societies 

 The current generation of Charltons is espe-
cially dedicated to the Fell Pony breed.  In addition to 
breeding and showing, they give substantial time and 
energy to The Fell Pony Society.  Bob is currently 
serving a term as President, after serving for more 
than two decades on the Council, including six years 
as Chairman.  Sarah is currently on Council.  Their 
daughter Jennie is a probationer judge for the Fell 
Pony Society.  Second daughter Lucie has just fin-
ished her degree in Equine Science and Business 
Management which has given her tremendous per-
spective on the breed, the breed society, and breeding.  
Both Bob and Sarah say that the people they meet in 
the context of Fell Ponies bring them great friend-
ships. 

 

 Jenny and Lucie are the fifth generation of 
Charltons to be involved with Fell Ponies.  The open-
ing story above took place in the early 1900s and is 
told by their great grandfather Roy B. Charlton in his 
book A Lifetime with Ponies.  The aim of that book 
was to encourage people to undertake the breeding of 
British Native Ponies.  Around the same time he as-
sisted the National Pony Society in the publication of 
a book on the Mountain and Moorland breeds with 
similar aims.  While the National Pony Society was 

On the back of this prize card is 
written “Linnel Jean, 13h saddle 
class, 1909.”  Linnel Jean is Little 
Jean in the opening story of this 

article.   
 

The Tyneside Show still goes on 
today.   

 
(Courtesy the Charlton family.)  
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started to produce polo ponies, Roy recognized the im-
portance of the British Native Breeds on their own.   
“The great object of the National Pony Society is to 
preserve this ancient stock, it is absolutely essential 
that it must be preserved.…   [The] advice to those 
who wish to start a pony breeding stud is that they 
should very seriously consider the breed which has its 
homeland nearest to where you live….  The War years 
have depleted our stocks of native pony to such an 
alarming degree that it will take all the hard work we 
can possibly put into it to save from extinction certain 
of the Mountain and Moorland pony breeds…  These 
most useful ponies got into the large towns of the 
Kingdom and are so useful that they will never go 
back to their native heath.  The depletion was so com-
plete that now we have to appeal for everyone inter-
ested to help in any way they can through the Nation-
al Pony Society.”2 

 

 Bob admits his grandfather could be some-
thing of a bully, pushing people towards Fells and the 
other native breeds and away from ponies containing 
horse blood.   

 

 Roy’s dedication to the National Pony Society 
extended beyond publications; he also went to great 
lengths to support shows.  Bob and Sarah recount this 
story:  “Before the Second World War, Bob’s grandfa-
ther Roy Charlton (Grandpa Roy, born 1878) each 
year would gather together from all over the north a 
group of Fell Pony stallions to take to the London 
Show at Islington. Having been prepared and trained 
at The Linnels, the stallions were transported down to 
London by rail. On arriving at Kings Cross station, 
the pony’s carriage would be shunted back and forth 
over night to arrive at its destination.  After the War 
this trip, then to Rowhampton, the new showground 
on the polo field, was continued by Bob’s father (also 
Roy Charlton).  In 1948, on arrival at King’s Cross, 
Roy discovered it was going to take the ponies most of 
the night to be shunted to their final destination on 
the other side of London. Not being happy with this, 
he unloaded the ponies and he and his team led the 
ponies through the streets of London seven miles in 
the night to arrive at Rowhampton.  Can you imagine 
doing this now? Well maybe we can.  Vyv Wood-Gee’s 
recent trip is a modern example, riding her two Fell 
Ponies from the Isle of Skye to central London and her 
final destination Smithfield earlier this year.”3 

Fell Ponies in London for the show at Islington, around 1930.  Grandpa Roy is in the middle in the bowler hat.           
Photo courtesy the Charlton family.  
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Useful Work to Do 

 The Charlton family’s involvement with ponies 
began in the late 1800s with Bob’s great grandfather.  
“My great grandfather was born in 1851 and lived to 
the senior age of 101 years.  He only had one leg from 
the age of seventeen, hence the great need for pony 
and trap transport.  Probably his father would also 
have had lots of ponies for going to work.  They used 
to go by trap down to Hexham station, and then get 
the train to our engineering business in Newcastle.  
About the turn of the 
century, they had a 
mixture of ponies – 
they had Hackneys and 
all sorts – and then 
suddenly they decided 
to go entirely to Fells 
and Dales.”4   Bob still 
has the ‘tub’ that his 
great grandfather used 
for commuting. 

 

 Sarah and Bob 
recall a commuting 
story about Bob’s 
grandfather and great 
grandfather.  They regu-
larly drove a pony named 
Linnel Lady to the station.  Lady 
was stabled all day at the station 
while the Charlton men were at 
work.  The trip home from the sta-
tion went through Hexham where 
they had to cross a busy road.  
Across the road was a steep hill, and 
adjacent to the intersection was the 
Criterion Pub, now called the Tap 
and Spile.  The pub used to empty 
out each time Lady and the Charl-
tons appeared in the evening be-
cause Lady was checked and held at 
the intersection until it was safe to 
cross.  Lady expressed her enthusi-
asm for getting on towards home 
and her evening meal by lifting up 
as she was held.  Then when she 
was finally allowed to go, she went 
at that hill with great enthusiasm, 
much to the delight of the onlookers. 

 Bob tells this story of the useful work that 
Fells used to do. “Whether they pull a cart or you ride 
them or they move machinery on the pit head – which 
is now gone – or pull a milk cart, they’re a worker.  All 
of our ponies have done those things.  I remember 
when my grandfather went to Ashington mines and he 
had eighteen ponies there in a row of his, all lined up, 

Linnel Poppy ridden by Lucie Charlton. Full sister to Linnel Peaches.                      
Photo courtesy the Charlton family  

Peaches and Poppy 
Linnel Peaches is the only Linnel pony 
currently in North America.  But she wasn’t 
supposed to be here!  Sarah Charlton tells 
this story.  “Nick Woolley (Littletree Stud) 
bought Linnel Poppy. When he came to 
collect her, I was ill in bed. Bob and Lucie 
went out bye to the forest with Nick to load 
her into the wagon.  But Poppy would not 
load, so Bob said take her (full) sister 
Linnel Peaches.  Peaches climbed on to the 
wagon without hesitation and went with 
Nick. Needless to say the following morning 
when I was feeling better and up and about, 
I was furious. At the time, I preferred 
Peaches to Poppy because she’s a bit 
taller.  But as fate would have it, Linnel 
Poppy has been a star for us and a brilliant 
pony for Lucie while she has been coming 
and going from home during her school and 
university days.”   

Linnel Peaches, currently owned by Heather Kyle,           
Scafell Pike Fell Pony Stud, Kentucky.                               

(Photo courtesy of Heather Kyle) 
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and they all had a milk cart behind them because the 
old mines bought the land where they dug the coal so  

they became big farmers and ultimately then they had 
milk cows so they had to sell the milk and the ponies 
pulled the cart.”5 

  

 Times have obviously changed, and the useful 
work that the ponies did with commuting and at the  

pits is no longer possible.  The current generation of 
Charltons therefore emphasize other types of useful 
work for the ponies. Sarah explains, “I think most Fell 
breeders have an expectation to try and breed the best 
Fell Pony they can, absolute classic show pony, but 
there are many, many other ponies that don’t quite 
reach that standard, and they’re the ponies that go 
out and are the general work pony.  They do riding for 
the disabled, they teach children and adults to ride, 

they drive, they do endurance, they do trekking, and 
do many other things and give so many people so 
much enjoyment.  How many people have learnt to 
ride on a Fell-type pony and have great memories of 
their childhood coming up with a Fell Pony?”6 

 

 Bob showed Fells for most of his life, starting 
at age ten and only retiring two years ago.  In addi-
tion, Bob foxhunted until he was seventy.  As Master 
of the Haydon Foxhounds, he used a Fell Pony for ex-
ercising the hounds at the beginning of each season.  
He appreciated the pony’s steady speed, the ease with 
which he could get on and off, and that he didn’t have 
to wear out the Thoroughbreds before hunting got un-
derway. 

 

Sarah is riding Linnel Damsel at one of her first shows.  Sarah says, “she went on to shatter us by being Reserve Champion Ridden 
Pony at the 2009 Breed Show as a total Novice at five years old. Sadly she injured herself very badly in deep snow later that year, 

and we have not ridden her since.”  Photo courtesy Sarah Charlton. 



Page 12 The Fell Pony Express  (FPSNA, Inc.) - Fall-Winter 2011  

 In the Charlton’s 
breeding program, they have 
put an emphasis on the “riding 
type”.  Yet their definition of 
“riding type” is broader than 
what many think.  It is based 
in the importance they put on 
making these ponies useful.  
Sarah’s description of her fa-
vorite pony, Linnel Rosie, 
perhaps best describes their 
breeding philosophy.  “Rosie 
and I have fun together.  We 
had our first go at an Olympia 
Qualifier in Scotland in 2009, 
we were a brilliant 6th in a 
very large class. Rosie and I do 
everything together equine, 
from early morning doggy 
walks, helping youngsters, 
riding up the Cheviot Hills in 
North Northumberland and 
the Fells of Cumbria to having 
a go at dressage.  We even won 
the local summer dressage 
league this summer.  She is a 
star, and we argue constantly as we both have strong 
opinions.  Well, who knows how to open a gate best!  
Lucie did very well on Rosie at previous Performance 
Trials.  I must retire her next year to stud as I really 
want a foal or two from her, but the choice of riding 
your favorite pony is always a happy thought.”7 

 

Enjoying the Ponies 

 The Charltons combine their dedication to the 
Fell Pony Society, giving ponies useful work to do, 
and enjoying the ponies by hosting the Fell Pony So-
ciety Performance Trials each September at their 
home at Linnel Wood.  The Trials were introduced in 
1980 with an aim to balance an enjoyable day out 
with competition.  There has always been a policy of 
non-elimination.  Bob expands on the motivation be-
hind the Performance Trials.  “They were started be-
cause showing became terribly serious.  We wanted 
something that caters for everyone, from the very 
young to the very old.  It’s about enjoying the pony.  
The trials are similar to eventing with three phases:  
dressage, show jumping, cross country.  The rules for 
the trials are: 

1. No one is allowed to object. 

2. Everyone gets a rosette; you can’t get         
 eliminated. 

3. There are 3 heights of jumps so everyone 
 can do the course.”8 

 

On the Fell Pony Society DVD, Bob is shown at the 
Performance Trials saying, “The atmosphere is love-
ly, the people are enjoying themselves, there’ve been 
no complaints, we’ve got good entries, and the sun 
has shone!” 

 

 Last year Sarah solved a mystery about a his-
toric photograph of Bob’s grandfather.  The picture 
came to mind when she was considering how previous 
generations of Charltons enjoyed their ponies.  In the 
photograph, Roy is riding a Fell Pony in the Lake 
District and leading a second saddled Fell.  Sarah 
couldn’t quite understand why he would be leading a 
saddled pony, but then she found a bit of information 
that explained it.  A.F. Tschiffely, who is best known 
for his long horseback ride from Buenos Aires to 
Washington, D.C. from 1925 to 1928, visited The Lin-
nels on several occasions.  On one of those occasions, 

Is this the next generation? Grace Charlton on Linnel Rosie, being led at the                          
2010 Breed Show by Jenny Charlton, her Aunt. Grace is Bob's granddaughter,                       

the sixth generation.  They won the lead rein class.  Photo courtesy Sarah Charlton.  
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Roy took Tschiffely riding in the Lake District.  The 
picture was taken at Angle Tarn at 2,000 feet in eleva-
tion on Place Fell beside Ullswater  by Tschiffely of 
Roy.   

 

 When Sarah looks to the future and considers 
advice to give her daughters as stewards of the Charl-
ton legacy, the first thing she says is, “First and fore-
most, enjoy your Fell Ponies.”  She then goes on to 
say, “There is always more to learn.  I hate the word 
‘expert’ — no one in my mind is that.  There are many 
people within the Society who have a vast knowledge 
of ponies from whom you will gain knowledge from 
listening to them and observing how they handle a 
pony, but you are just as likely to learn something 
from an observation from a small child. Keep an open 
mind.”9 

 

About the Ponies 

 Bob says, “There’s something virtually unique 
about these ponies, something special because they’re 
so very versatile.  They’re very tough; most stay 
sound.  They’re not numb slugs, they’re nicely naugh-
ty at times.   Every one is different, they have charac-
ter.  Father once yoked a 16.1hh Irish hunter with a 
Fell.  For the first two hours the hunter was going like 
mad; after four hours, the Fell was still going strong 
but the hunter had tired out.”10 

 

 Sarah says, “I think their calm kind nature, 
they’re not that big, they may be strong, they can be 
very strong, but just in general their temperament is 
very well suited to children and adults alike so they’re 
an all-round family pony.  For driving they have the 
strength and the stamina and they’re very sure-
footed, being bred on the fell, they’re very good on 

Sarah is on Linnel Rosie at an Olympia Qualifier in Scotland in 2009.  Photo courtesy Sarah Charlton.  
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their feet.” 11   Bob adds, “The trot is the main gait of 
the breed and the important pace for driving.”   

 

 Lucie says, “I am only 5 foot 2 inches and 
quite slight in build.  I have ridden all my life and con-
sider myself a competent rider.  I like a challenge and 
a pony with spark and attitude but at the same time I 
cannot abide disobedience.  So with the Fell Pony's 
build and stamina, stubbornness, but kind and intelli-
gent nature I find that no other equine can compare.  
After many years being involved with horses, I have 
been given opportunities to ride Thoroughbreds, Ar-
abs, all different native breeds and a number of cross 
breeds but I will always come back to the Fell Pony.”12 

 

And The Future 

 While the numbers in our breed are now good, 
challenges remain for the Fell Pony.  Sarah notes 
management of the presence of Foal Immunodeficien-
cy Syndrome as one of those challenges.  She also 
says, “Preservation of grazing rights for our Hill 
Breeders in Cumberland is another.  And preservation 
of Hill Breeders themselves!  I think you would find 
that generation to generation the ponies would grow 
up to height because they’re not having to strive to 
survive on the fell which is why it’s so important to 
keep ponies running in semi-feral herds in the Cum-
berland fells.  A stud like us here has to keep return-
ing to the Cumbrian fells to bring in the old blood and 
the new blood that lived up on the high Cumberland 
fells…  Fell Ponies are part of my girls’ heritage — 
they are fifth generation breeders. We are custodians 
of that heritage, and during that custodianship we 
must strive to keep the ponies true to their breed 
standard, and go on to the next generation with their 
future secure on the Northern Hills of England.”13 

 

 Both Jenny and Lucie have given lots of 
thought to the future of the Fell Pony.  Lucie shares, 
“In my time at the Royal Agricultural College my 
course incorporated a number of different modules 
that help students to gain not only an understanding 
of the Equine Industry but an understanding of its 
position against other industries and the ripple effect 
it has on these industries. Overall in respect to Fell 
Ponies it has helped me understand the Fell Pony's 
position against other equines, and the position of the 
breed society in respect to other societies and organi-
sations in the equine industry. So with this under-

standing it has become obvious that the Fell Pony and 
its breed society need a lot of assistance due to its own 
status with the Rare Breeds Survival Trust as only 
being "at risk", therefore not so rare that we are in 
danger of losing the breed and able to gain more assis-
tance with its preservation, but also the pony is not as 
popular as some of its fellow native breeds such as 
Welsh Mountains. So the Fell Pony is in a catch 22! At 
the present moment there is little we can do except for 
what we have already been doing, as the economic 
climate at present puts Fell ponies at the bottom of 
the public's list. People are only just hanging onto 
their own jobs and can't afford the expense of another 
mouth to feed, never mind all the other expenses in-
curred by having horses. With the poor prices breed-
ers are receiving from selling stock and charitable or-
ganisations receiving fewer donations we are going to 
have to wait for the economy to recover. Until this 
time we cannot expect the Fell Pony's position in the 
equine industry to improve. So through my degree I 
have learnt to look at the Fell Pony within the bigger 
picture which does not only include the Equine Indus-
try, but all major industries worldwide. So with this 
bigger picture I am able to understand why the breed 
struggles and that we just need to be patient for 
things to change whilst doing the best we can for the 
breed.”14 

 

 And Jenny shares,  “What I think is worth 
saying is that Fell Ponies are a hugely important part 
of the lives of all the Charltons, and the passion Fell 
Pony people feel for their ponies is fierce. What I hope 
for in the future is that the society looks to the young-
er generation to be innovative in the way we go about 
preserving and maintaining the breed, whilst the 
younger generation look to the oldies for advice, wis-
dom and the endless tales of ponies so that we can 
push the society forward in a way that both maintains 
the positive traditions of the FPS whilst also embrac-
ing the positive aspects of modern society.”15 

 

 To help present and future Fell enthusiasts 
understand more about the breed’s history, Sarah and 
Bob have recently republished A Lifetime with Ponies 
(see ad accompanying article).                                JM 

 
1Charlton, Roy B., A Lifetime with Ponies, Abbey Press, Hex-
ham, 1945, p. 24-28. 
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A Lifetime with Ponies  
 

 This book was originally pub-
lished in 1945 and then again in 1952 by 
the then patriarch of the Charlton fami-
ly and breeder of the Linnel Fell Ponies, 
Roy B. Charlton.    The book then went 
out of print for a number of years.  For-
tunately for Fell Pony enthusiasts today, 
the Charlton family has republished it, 
making it available through the Fell Po-
ny Society.  With a new introduction and 
epilogue by Roy’s grandson Bob and his 
wife Sarah Charlton, this book tells 
many stories about the ponies kept by 
the Charlton family and the uses to 
which they were put.  Originally pub-
lished as an encouragement to people to 
breed British native ponies, today the 
book  is a historical work of great value. 

 

Jenifer Morrissey is coordinating a 
group purchase of A Lifetime with Ponies 
for FPSNA members from the Fell Pony 
Society.  If you are interested in pur-
chasing a copy at a cost of about $40, 
please contact Jenifer at (970) 723 4316 
or workponies@frii.com by January 30, 
2012. 

2Charlton, Roy B.  “Introduction,” in Mountain and Moorland Ponies of Great Britain, National Pony Society, circa 1947, p. 3-4. 
3Charlton, Sarah, email response to interview questions posed by Jenifer Morrissey, 11/13/11 and phone interview with Bob Charl-
ton 23 Oct. 2011. 
4Charlton, Robert B.  The Fell Pony, Fell Pony Society DVD, Videoex Productions, Performance Trials Section, 2009. 
5Charlton, Robert B.  Fell Pony Society DVD. 
6Charlton, Sarah.  Lord of the Fells DVD, BBC, circa 2007. 
7Charlton, Sarah, email to Jenifer Morrissey, 11/13/11, containing photo captions. 
8Charlton, Robert B., phone interview with Jenifer Morrissey, 23 Oct. 2011. 
9Charlton, Sarah.  Email response to interview questions. 
10Charlton, Robert B.  phone interview 23 Oct 2011 
11Charlton, Sarah, Lord of the Fells. 
12Charlton, Lucie, email to Jenifer Morrissey, 11/23/11. 
13Charlton, Sarah, Answers to interview questions and Lord of the Fells. 
14Charlton, Lucie, email to Jenifer Morrissey, 11/23/11. 
15Charlton, Jenny, email to Jenifer Morrissey, 11/20/11.  



Page 16 The Fell Pony Express  (FPSNA, Inc.) -  Fall/Winter 2011  

 

The ink had barely dried on my signature for the re-
tirement papers.  My friend Bonnie calls me to tell me 
about a Fell pony that needed a new home. His owner 
was in some serious difficulties and despite desperate 
measures, could no longer afford to take care of him.  

 

It seemed a perfect match! I had my micro farm all 
set-up for a horse- new shed, horse fencing, two small 
pastures on a country road that led down to a river- 
perfect place to take walks in the woods! 

 

I had had 25 years of “professional” horse background. 
I had taught riding, judged dressage, had a pony mule 
team and a Morgan pony with whom I had plowed, an 
assortment of other ponies that I had used for teach-
ing, driving, and giving sleigh rides in winter. 

 

Certainly, I could handle a 14.1 Fell pony (whatever 
that was!). I started doing lots of research and felt this 

was truly a match made in heav-
en! Besides, except for the feath-
ers and somewhat longer legs, he 
looked so much like my 14.1 old style Morgan pony, 
Mr. Buttons, that I fell in love immediately! 

 

When Laddie (Midnightvalley Wild Carrot) arrived 
at my home. I felt like a five year old all over again! 
Christmas in June! The first job was to get him up to 
weight, get him wormed, deal with the thrush in his 
feet and groom out the old winter hair and grime that 
had accumulated.  

 

Things went well for a while. I was able to lunge him, 
but basic manners were harder. He was difficult to 
halter. We found that his tongue had been severed 
and when surgically repaired, the bottom had been 
flipped up and stitched, leaving a very ragged and 
rough edge exactly where the bit would sit. He would  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laddie’s StoryLaddie’s Story  

Laddie was underweight and in very poor 
condition in May 2010 

A much healthier-looking Laddie in August 2011 

By Eileen Gunning (New York) 
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be quiet and polite for a bit, then get terrified at the 
slightest thing and jump in panic. 

 

Because Fells are so rare, I connected the club 
(FPSNA) through the list and was able to pinpoint his 
birth date and year, and traced a lot of his history. It 
was not pretty.   Many “trainers”, always a tale of 
“dangerous”, “he hurt me”, etc. Owners who knew lit-
tle about horses— the trade for a herd of alpaca to a 
person who had never led a horse before! Owners who 
realized this was not a pony for the child as intended! 
A challenge, indeed! 

 

In December, we were hit with a series of snowstorms 
that accumulated almost 4 ft. of snow in a short peri-
od. I was having a very hard time caring for him. 
Working him was out of the question—an old lady, a 
wheelbarrow, and 50 lbs. of manure daily! 

 

At that point, I found a nearby commercial stable with 
an indoor ring that I could afford and moved him 
there. For a while things went well. I could work him 
everyday, but problems started to arise.  He was not 
able to be out all day and he tended to get fresh with 
other horses in the big fields. 

 

My dream had been to teach him to drive. When lung-
ing him, I asked “gee” and “haw” and he actually re-
sponded!   So one day I was reading “Rural Heritage” 
a favorite “old-timey” magazine.  There was an article 
on teaching how to drive safely by Margaret Beeman. 
This seemed perfect. I read and re-read the article and 
thought wouldn’t it be great if I could bring him to 
someone like Margaret! Ironically, on seeing the name 
of the “ranch” as “Broken Wheel Ranch” I absurdly 
thought it must be out West somewhere and never 
even consulted the credits until one day I see 
“Millerton, NY”.  NY??   That’s a few miles from me! 
The next day I went to see Margaret and the following 
day I was transporting him to the “ranch”!  

 

This has been the best decision ever for both Laddie 
and I!   At this point I was so discouraged. It was more 
than a year and I was still not able to reliably halter 
him. The thought of actually riding him was distant. 

 

Margaret immediately started working on his man-
ners. Her system is called “A Better Deal”.   She sets 
the herd rules and lets the horse know that following  

 

 

 

Look out—here we go!  (December 2011) 

Yeah!!! 
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the herd leader will keep him safe.  I started to ob-
serve a remarkable change. The Horse that would 
not be haltered, puts his head down to allow you to 
halter him. The horse who was terrified of any 
“snakes” i.e., a rope on the floor, a hose, a rein 
hanging down, allowed Margaret to hose him in the 
wash stall, use the clippers, brush his ears, etc. etc. 
All the things that a “normal” horse allows on any 
given day in a stable! 

 

We early determined that a bit was out of the ques-
tion. We are using a hackamore type “bridle” that 
avoids the discomfort he must feel with that 
tongue. 

 

The horse that was termed “dangerous” now stands quietly and lets me mount. (and believe me, it takes me a while 
to get up there!—a few knee operations, foot surgeries, a broken back have all contributed to my being slow— very 
slow!)   When being ridden, he is responsive but has never bolted. He has accepted the rider as the herd boss and if 
given the time to figure out the “scary objects”, he is quietly accepting!  

 

I have been recording all our training sessions and watching the videos is truly amazing. The beautiful calm eye, 
the way his back has relaxed and his head comes into the reins, the lengthening change in his strides as he 
achieves a balance is so satisfying. If there is one message that I 
can offer is that if one is willing to take the time, if one is willing 
to learn from the horse what he can understand and help him, if 
one can be a partner to keep the horse feeling safe, then miracles 
do happen! 

 

And the biggest thank you to Margaret Beeman, for her patience 
with my Fell pony and especially with me! 

 

http://www.beemansbetterdeal.com/my_weblog/ 

 

Laddie has sure come a long way! 

Editor’s Note:  Thank-you, Eileen, for giving this poor 
pony a great, permanent home which he so desperately 
needed!                                                                      MJG 

Looking good! 
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News From the Land of 10,000 Lakes:  Minnesota 

Happy Holidays to all our Fell Pony friends! 

 
I think I say this every year but I feel like the snow here just left!!  I want to 
share with you what a blast I have had with both of my ponies this year! Victor 
and I worked hard at Training Level Dressage and hit the show circuit with the 
goal of winning the All Breeds Award, which we accomplished.  Our trainer continued to recoup for the summer 
from a broken arm and kept us going with lessons.  As I said in the last issue, we decided to wait to do First Level 
in summer of 2012.  Our trainer Keri is once again able to ride and train Victor! Victor is schooling Second Level 
now and I will be training First Level for next year.   

 

My big goal for next year is to do a First Level Freestyle on Victor!  We just recently had Terry Ciotti Gallo chore-
ograph and design our First Level Freestyle test, and we are excited to practice it this winter! Terry did a won-
derful job and has choreographed freestyle for the 
likes of Debbie McDonald and Brentina, as well as 
Steffen Peters and Ravel.  You can imagine how excit-
ed we are to go out and do our dance, lol!  The music is 
really cute for a Fell Pony.  It's Celtic and fits Victor's 
personality to a T!!  Keri Erickson, our trainer, has 
been a lot of help in the whole process and we have 
truly appreciated her input and support!  

 
Laurelhighland Frivolity, a.k.a. Lettie, has been my 
trail pony this fall and has gained so much confidence 
as we explore the woods!  She is SO brave! We usually 
have to go out by ourselves, so she has really im-
pressed me by how willing she is to trust me and get 
through the scary moments!  I recently bought an Aus-
tralian saddle and I absolutely love it!  I would recom-
mend it to anyone for trail riding.  They are much 
lighter and have a higher pommel.  This winter I plan 
to keep riding her in the snow.  She is so much fun and 
very trustworthy!!  As I've said before, she is like a 
loyal dog...follows me everywhere when I do chores 
and will even walk away from her breakfast to stay 
with me while I get things done!  She is an absolute 
doll and her personality is the epitome of what we love 
about Fell Ponies:) 

 
I look forward to hearing what you have all been up to this past summer with your ponies too!  
We wish all of our Fell Pony friends and your Fell Ponies a blessed and happy New Year! 
 

Lisa Lindholm, Victor and Lettie 

Hibbing, Minnesota 

Me and My British Pony!                                   
(Laurelhighland Frivolity, a.k.a. “Lettie”) 
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Adequan®/USDF All-Breed Awards  
 

FPSNA is a participating member and 
sponsor of the USDF All Breeds 
Awards Program for Fell Ponies. 

The requirements to win this award in 
Training through Fourth Level are as fol-
lows: 
  

• Minimum of eight scores: 

• From four different judges 

• From four different competi-
tions 

• Including two at 58% or higher 
from highest test of the level. 

• Median score of 60% or higher to quali-
fy. 

 

FPSNA had four participants competing 
this year.  They are: 

Hinter, 2003 Fell Pony 
Dam: Drybarrows Linda Sire: Heltondale Bobby 

Rider: Jessica Viveiros O’Donnell  Owner: Kevin B. Tarsagian 

Laurelhighland Rambler, 2003 Fell Pony 
Dam: Inglegarth Radiant Sire: Bracklinn Fergus 

Rider: Cynthia Mancini  Owner: Cherie Van Putten 

Laurelhighland Victor, 2004 Fell Pony 
Dam: Sleddale Lib V Sire: Towerview Spirit of Joy 

Rider: Lisa Lindholm Owner: Lisa Lindholm 

Littletree Born Supremacy, 2005 Fell Pony 
Dam: Lunesdale Blackbird Sire: Littletree Bodini 

Rider: Allison Wolff Owner: Allison Wolff 

 

The top Fell pony for 2011 is Laurelhighland Victor, ridden and owned by Lisa Lindholm, who won the 
Training Level Fell Pony Championship.  Victor and Lisa (Adult Amateur) did Training Level Test 2 and re-
ceived a score of 65.000%!!  Their median score was 61.200%.  They are officially done with Training level, and now 
on to First Level. . . 

Congratulations to all, and thank you for participating in this prestigious awards program.  They are all extraordi-
nary Fell Ponies. 

 

René Bender 

FPSNA Vice Chairperson/Executive Secretary 

Lisa and Laurelhighland Victor, Training Level Fell Pony Champion 2011 

Lisa and Victor with their USDF Medals 
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The Great Horse Breeds of the World, Volume 1 
Now Available For Purchase Online at WWW.FPSNA.ORG! 

This beautiful, full color, hard cover book brings together some of the most beautiful, rare and amazing breeds 
available to horse and pony lovers today, including the Fell Pony! Inter-
esting facts and information about each breed, along with contact infor-
mation, are included.    

Book includes a 3-page section all about the Fell Pony, which was spon-
sored by FPSNA breeders both as a fundraiser for FPSNA and to help 
educate about this breed.  Thank-you to all those who helped make this 
possible! 
 

So if you are looking for the perfect gift to give to all the horse and pony 
enthusiasts on your list, this is the book!  
 
Hardcover: 112 high gloss, museum quality paper pages 
Publisher: Whitehall Publishing; First Edition (July 22, 2011) 
Language: English 
ISBN-10: 1935122258 
ISBN-13: 978-1935122258 
Product Dimensions: 11.1 x 8.6 x 0.6 inches 
Shipping Weight: 1.5 pounds 
Breeds and Photos: more than 250 photos of fabulous equines from around the 
globe representing more than 2 dozen breeds (including 8 Fell Pony photographs 
from FPSNA and UK breeders). 

Price: $32.00, including Priority Mail shipping within the United States when 
you purchase at www.fpsna.org .  (Please contact us for a shipping quote if 

you need it shipped outside the continental USA.) 

UK Research Regarding the FIS Mutation Is Published 
 The UK research team that discovered a DNA marker for the FIS mutation has published the findings of 
their breakthrough research  (Fox-Clipsham LY, Carter SD, Goodhead I, Hall N, Knottenbelt DC, May, P.D.F., Olli-
er W.E., and Swinburne, J.E. (2011) Identification of a Mutation Associated with Fatal Foal Immunodeficiency Syn-
drome in the Fell and Dales Pony. PLoS Genet 7(7): e1002133. doi:10.1371/journal.pgen.1002133).  The marker  was 
found on equine chromosome 26, which spanned an area including at least 14 known genes.  A subsequent detailed 
analysis of this area revealed a mutation within the sodium/myo-inositol cotransporter  gene (SLC5A3), also 
known as “SMIT”, with FIS-affected foals having a double mutation.  This cell-membrane transporter protein is 
responsible for the transport of sodium ions and myo-inositol.  It plays a crucial role in the regulatory response to 
osmotic stress that is “essential in many tissues including lymphoid tissues and during early embryonic develop-
ment.”  How this mutation results in erythropoiesis failure with severe anemia and severe B lymphocyte deficiency 
after birth remains unknown, but the authors proposed that the mutation “alters the function of SLC5A3, leading  
to erythropoiesis failure and compromise of the immune system.”   However, functional studies will be required to 
prove this.  The authors acknowledged:  “Whilst there is no doubt that the mutation in this gene is predictive  of 
carrier or disease status, the mechanism by which this amino acid change could lead to the two described patholo-
gies is speculative. It is, of course possible that the mutation site is close to another, as yet unidentified, mutation 
that is ultimately responsible for the severe hematological and immunological changes in homozy-
gotes.”  (Incidentally, SLC5A3  may also play a role in the pathogenicity of Down Syndrome in humans.)  In any 
case, the identification of a mutation which segregates 100% with the FIS disease has thus resulted in the develop-
ment of a diagnostic test, enabling breeders to avoid carrier-to-carrier matings and thus reducing or eliminating the 
incidence of the disease (FIS).    

 Since the marker is now published, Dr. Gus Cothran at Texas A&M hopes to have the test available at his 
lab later this year, at en estimated cost of about $35.  Currently the test is exclusively performed at Animal Health 
Trust in the UK, with test kits available from FPS.  See the FPSNA website www.fpsna.org  for more details and 
updates.  (DNA-testing information can be found via the “Links” page.)  
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New Arrivals!  

Laurelhighland Lilibet II 

s. Waverhead Model IV  

d. Guards Blossom 

 

2000 filly,  
Mustahevonen 

Deco, 
 is the original 

“stork foal” 

News from the Bluegrass State:  Kentucky 
 

The National Dressage Pony Cup (sponsored by FPSNA) was not as well populat-
ed as in past years, but it was apparent the ponies were there, mixed in with the 

MSEDA dressage show going on also, and 
there was good competition and full classes, 
so I'm definitely proud of winning training 
level champion and first level reserve cham-
pion with Littletree Born Supremacy (a.k.a. “Jason”).  We really had to 
work for it!  More people than I ever remember in the past were able to correct-
ly identify the breed, even though he was the only one there, and several peo-
ple talked about seeing Fell Ponies from past years and wishing that more had 
come.  Overall, it was a great weekend and I met some really great people and 

had a blast all around.  As you can tell from the photo with the Haflinger, Jason was just as excited to make 
friends, even if it wasn't always reciprocated.  To his credit, it was a mare.  Jason truly does give his all in the show 
ring and is as consistent as can be, which helps immensely with my nerves.  I never question what I'm going to get 
from him and numerous times have gotten more than he's ever given during schooling.  We got our highest score 
ever, a 72%, including a 10 on harmony between horse and rider, which I doubt I'll ever match again in my life, in 

Blossoms Lady Liberty 

s. Hinter 

d. Laurelhighland Blossom 

Liberty’s Justice 

s. Laurelhighland Romany Boy 

d. Braeberry Liberty 

Scafellpike Jive Talkin’ 

s. Littletree Highwayman 

d. Littletree Tia Maria 

Firefly Morning Star 

s. Laurelhighland Rambler 

d. Regal (USA) Spring 
Storm 

That’s it for 
2011 —  

See you next 
spring! 

Kimberlake Isabelle 

s. Kimberlake Gabriel 

d. Kimberlake May Belle 
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one of the training level tests.  I was thrilled.  Personally, I 
think he thrives on the attention and I know he was having a 
blast trying to eat all the ribbons hanging from him.  I know 
we'll be attending next year and hope to have some fellow 
Fells there to enjoy the atmosphere and pony-only judging 
with me. 

 

Allison Wolff 

Lexington, Kentucky 
 

Pictured:  Allison riding Jason and     
receiving their awards 
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News From the Pine Tree State:  Maine 
 

 " A native pony is a complex product of its environment with a plethora of 
physical features designed to help it cope with its surroundings, including a weath-
er-resistant coat with vortices ( changes in the direction in which the hair lies) de-
signed to channel away rain, a chute tail for shedding water, hard and resilient 
hooves to cope with rocky ground and well-developed teeth and jaws for grazing on 
the roughest terrain. In addition to these visible features, there are equally im-
portant invisible qualities like hardiness, stamina, vigour, self reliance, sure-footedness and instinct that were vital 
to the survival of ponies, which have been acquired over a long period, but which can be lost within a few genera-
tions if no longer needed. The evolutionary process discards what it does not need. 

 Once native ponies are kept on better ground in a milder climate, hand-fed, stabled and blanketed, grain fed 
and generally given a softer lifestyle, the attributes of survival will soon begin to fade.  The invisible qualities will 
only be retained by working ponies in appropriate occupational fields so that these attributes are called upon, and by 
allowing them to live and breed in an environment as close as possible to that in which they evolved.  For this rea-
son, breeders, especially those from outside Britain, need to go back to source periodically to retain that important 
link and preserve those unique characteristics and inherent skills. 

 Nature’s survival of the fittest regime, sometimes brutal but natural, in the fells of home saw survival of most 
of the pure-bred ponies, these surviviors going on to breed further survivors.  In wild herds ponies follow a natural 
cycle whereby they can lose up to one-third of their body weight over the winter, and with the coming of spring graz-
ing ready for the following winter. 

 If young ponies could be kept in conditions similar to that of their native habitat for at least part of their life, 
perhaps some essential traits would point to their occupational usefulness as breeders, farmers or riding ponies." 

  

The above quotation from Clive Richardson's book British Horse and Pony Breeds.  ( I have his personal permission 
to use his writings for the future of the British Fell Pony). 

  

I would like to have this extract read by all Fell Pony owners, prospective or current. This might ensure that our 
'American Fells' stay evolutionary correct to type and inherent characteristics. 

  

Judith Bean-Calhoun 

Sabattus, Maine  

Our new and improved awards program was off to a great start in 2011, with 15 ponies enrolled across North 
America. In our Performance Division, many ponies successfully competed in both open and Mountain & Moor-
land competitions from coast to coast! We also had entries in our Handy Pony Division, earning points both as 
ambassadors and working ponies. Congratulations to all our winners and North American "Fell Ponies of the 
Year"!  
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We are pleased to announce this year's Supreme 
Champion is Laurelhighland Sapphire, owned 
and handled/ridden by 11-year–old  Miss Lauren Ear-
ley (Laurel Highland Farm). Reserve Supreme 
Champion went to Lunesdale Rock Rose, owned 
by Drs. ET & MJ Gould-Earley and handled/ridden by 
9-year-old Miss Janelle Earley (Laurel Highland 
Farm).   Laurelhighland Sapphire also won the Born 
in North America High Point Performance Champion-
ship, in addition to other awards.  Please see the fol-
lowing pages for all the results and photos of  our 
North American Fell Ponies of  the Year!  Congratula-
tions to all for all of your hard work!  We  hope to 
have even more ponies enrolled in 2012!  See our web-
site for more details about this program, or contact 
awards@fpsna.org 

 

(Above left) Reserve Supreme Champion, Lunesdale Rock Rose, handled and ridden by Janelle Earley 
(Above right)  Supreme Champion Laurelhighland Sapphire, handled and ridden by Lauren Earley 

Cara Hartigan and Laurelhighland Pearl:  3rd Place Junior Ridden Division 
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Divisions  Pony Name   Points Placing Owner/ Rider/Handler           Breeder  
                      (for Born in NA Award)    
A.1.1. Open Ridden BroughHill Hadrian's Wall  40 1 Rene’ Bender/ Jo De Collins  
A.1.2. Novice Ridden Laurelhighland Rose Petal 240 1 Rene’ Bender/ Jo De Collins  
A.1.3. Junior Ridden Laurelhighland Sapphire  3220 1 Lauren Earley/ Lauren Earley  
   Lunesdale Rock Rose  960 2 Drs. ET & MJ Gould-Earley/Janelle Earley  
   Laurelhighland Pearl  540 3 Ann Riveiro/ Cara Hartigan  
A.2.1. Foal In-Hand     -    
A.2.2. Yearling In-Hand Felllegend Rembrandt  260 1 Elaine Dunson/ Elaine Dunson  
A.2.3. Two-Year-Old In-Hand    -    
A.2.4. Three-Year-Old In-Hand    -    
A.2.5. Four-Year-Old and Over In-Hand  
   Laurelhighland Sapphire 690 1 Lauren Earley/ Lauren Earley  
   Lunesdale Rock Rose  320 2 Drs. ET & MJ Gould-Earley/ Janelle Earley  
   Laurelhighland Rose Petal 200 3 Rene’ Bender/ Elise Miller  
   BroughHill Hadrian’s Wall 140 4 Rene’ Bender/ Jo De Collins  
A.3.1. Open  Dressage Stonecreek Lily   610 1 Anita Castricone/ Cailin Sanford  
   Laurelhighland Victor  600 2 Lisa Lindholm/ Lisa Lindholm  
   Laurelhighland Rambler  540 3 Cherie van Putten / Cindy Mancini  
   Majestic Madeline  350 4 Diane Moose/ Diane Moose  
A.3.2. Junior  Dressage     -    
A.4.1. Open Driving     -    
A.4.2. Junior Driving     -    
5.1.1. Grand Champion Ridden Performance Pony          Laurelhighland Sapphire  3220 1  Lauren Earley/Lauren Earley 
5.1.2. Reserve Grand Champion Ridden Performance Pony  Lunesdale Rock Rose 960 2 Drs. ET & MJ  
               Gould-Earley/ Janelle Earley 
5.2.1.  Grand Champion Performance Pony In Harness  -    
5.2.2.  Reserve Grand Champion Performance Pony In Harness -    
6.1.1.  Overall Grand Champion Performance Pony (Ridden &/or In Harness)  
     Laurelhighland Sapphire  3220 1  Lauren Earley/ Lauren Earley  
6.1.1.  Overall Reserve Grand Champion Performance Pony (Ridden &/or In Harness)   
     Lunesdale Rock Rose       960  2   Drs. ET & MJ Gould-Earley/ Janelle Earley 
6.2.1. Youngstock Champion (Foal, Yearling & Two-Year-Old In-Hand)      -    
6.2.2. Reserve Youngstock Champion (Foal, Yearling & Two-Year-Old In Hand)   -    
6.3.1. Grand Champion In-Hand  Pony Laurelhighland Sapphire 690 1 Lauren Earley/ Lauren Earley  
6.3.2. Reserve Grand Champion In-Hand  Pony  
     Lunesdale Rock Rose  320 2       Drs. ET & MJ Gould-Earley/Janelle Earley 
6.4.1. Supreme Champion (Overall Champion In-Hand and Performance Pony)  
      Laurelhighland Sapphire  3910  1  Lauren Earley/Lauren Earley  
6.4.2. Reserve Supreme Champion  (Overall Reserve Champion In-Hand and Performance Pony)   
      Lunesdale Rock Rose   1280  2  Drs. ET & MJ Gould-Earley/ Janelle Earley 
7.1. Mare Progeny Performance Premium           Ludworth Lady Grey    3910 1 Drs. ET & MJ Gould-Earley
   
7.2. Stallion Progeny Performance Premium   Waverhead Robbie 4630 1 Drs. ET & MJ Gould-Earley
   
8.0.  Born in North America – High Point Performance Champion  (award for both owner and breeder)                                 
   Laurelhighland Sapphire 3910 1 Lauren Earley/Lauren Earley/Drs. ET & MJ Gould-Earley 
B.1. Ambassador Pony  Stonecreek Lily    240 1 Anita Castricone/ Anita Castricone  
   Laurelhighland Rose Petal 80 2 Rene’ Bender/ Rene’ Bender  
B.2. Working Pony  Laurelhighland Rose Petal 40 1 Rene’ Bender/ Rene’ Bender  

2011 FPSNA Performance Premium & Awards Program Results 
(Total of 14 Ponies enrolled with 10 qualifying entries) 
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Broughhill Hadrian’s Wall and Jo De Collins:  1rst Place Open Ridden 
Division.  Hadrian also placed 4th in 4-yo and Over In-Hand. 
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Stonecreek Lily and Cailin Sandford:  1rst Place Open Dressage Division 
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Laurelhighland Rambler and Cindy Mancini:  3rd Place Open Dressage Division 

Laurelhighland Victor and Lisa Lindholm:  2nd Place Open Dressage Division 
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Felllegend Rembrandt and Elaine Dunson:  1rst Place Yearling In-Hand 

Majestic Madeleine and Diane Moose:                                  
4th Place Open Dressage Division 

Laurelhighland Rose Petal (and Elise Miller):  Petal 
won 1rst in Novice Ridden and Working Pony, 3rd in  

4-yo and Over In-Hand, as well as 2nd in the                          
Ambassador Pony Division. 
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Preserving SemiPreserving Semi--Feral Fell Ponies . . .Feral Fell Ponies . . .  

   Beyond Their Wildest DreamsBeyond Their Wildest Dreams  

By Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD 

The Fell Pony has been threatened 
with extinction more than once, and not that 
long ago.  Since then, the road to recovery 
has been a bit of a bumpy ride, so it is proba-
bly a good thing these ponies are surefooted!  
Over the last 10 years alone, while they have 
enjoyed popularity at times, they have also 
been adversely affected by a variety of issues.  
Some of these factors have targeted the Fells 
especially hard, like Foal Immunodeficiency 
Syndrome (formerly known as Fell Foal Syn-
drome).  Other factors devastated Cumbrian 
farmers -- and therefore also the local econo-
my where most Fells are bred, like the Foot 
and Mouth disease outbreak (affecting Fells 
indirectly).  And of course most recently 
there has been the global economic recession, 
which severely affected the horse industry as 
a whole.  New livestock transport rules, ris-
ing fuel and feed costs, and increased regis-
tration costs with new “passport” require-
ments have further escalated costs.  All of 
this is unfortunately coupled with a dwin-
dling population of hill breeders.  In some 
cases this may be due to an aging population 
of these breeders, with no younger family 
members to replace them; loss of grazing 
rights on the fell commons; and/or  economic 
concerns.  There have been times when Fells 
have surged in popularity and ponies could be 
raised and sold by farmers for a decent price, 
and other times when one could “fill up a lorry 
with Fell ponies for 50 pounds”.   Of course, those hill 
breeders that we are fortunate to still have with us 
have continued breeding through thick and thin, often 
as a labor of love, when the cost of rearing a foal may 
exceed the best sales price.  After all, for many of the-
se breeders, raising Fell ponies is part of a family her-
itage that has gone on for many decades, if not many 
generations, too.  The semi-feral Fell pony, which has 

roamed the Lakeland fells for hundreds if not thou-
sands of years, should also be considered an im-
portant part of national heritage, and a national 
treasure.  And yet, all things considered, one may 
wonder if the ponies’ wildest days are over?  That is, 
can the semi-feral herds be preserved?   

 

Semi-feral Fell mare and foal from Murthwaite herd, temporarily in a farm 
enclosure for breeding.  The vast tracts of common land on the Howgill fells 
— their native heath where they will soon return— are seen towering above 

the fell gate behind them.  
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Conservation Status 

The Rare Breeds Survival Trust 
(www.rbst.org.uk) in the UK maintains a “Watchlist” 
for native breeds, and the Fell Pony has jumped 
around a bit on that list, too, due to factors already 
mentioned. According to RBST’s Watchlist: 
“Placement of a breed within Watchlist categories may 
not be defined only by registered breeding female pop-
ulation size (the numeric thresholds serve as a guide-
line). Population genetics and current trends in breed 
density and distribution are also included in making 
assessments of endangerment.”  Within the last ten 
years, the Fell was considered Vulnera-
ble” (Category 3/ 500-900 breeding females).  The sta-
tus was then downgraded because of FIS (then known 
as Fell Foal Syndrome) to “Endangered” (Category 

2 / 300-500 breeding females).  More recently, howev-
er, the status was upgraded to “At Risk” (Category 4/ 
900-1500 breeding females).  This is unfortunate as 1) 
it implies there are 900-1500 Fell females being ac-
tively used for breeding, which is apparently not the 
case (based on number of foals registered); 2) a large 
percentage of the global population of Fells is geo-
graphically-concentrated, which could pose an added 
threat to the population as a whole in the event of a 
national disaster, 3) the FIS mutation has been found 
in up to 50% of Fell ponies tested thus far, and (like it 
or not) may influence breeders’ decisions on whether 
or not to use a potentially large number of ponies for 
breeding; and 4) despite the “upgrade” in conservation 
status, the number of hill-bred, semi-feral Fell ponies 
registered each year — consistently less than 150 — 
implies the number of semi-feral mares used for 
breeding remain within the “Critical” range 

Cold-hardy Fells:  Lownthwaite Orange Blossom and Brackenbank Poppy were reared in semi-feral herds in Cumbria, and 
although they have since lived for many years on an upland farm in Pennsylvania, they do not seem to have lost any of their 
native hardiness.  Each winter, like the rest of the herd, they “grow their own blankets” which are so well-insulated the snow 

doesn’t easily melt on their backs, and they rarely if ever use available manmade shelters. 
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(Category 1 /less than 300 breeding 
females) .  Incidentally, the RBST 
actually lists semi-feral Welsh 
Mountain Ponies in a separate 
Watchlist category – why not simi-
larly recognize the precious semi-
feral Fell herds, too?  Furthermore, 
the total number of Fell ponies born 
globally in the most recent years 
suggests the number of mares used 
for breeding (or successful breeding) 
is currently within the “Endangered” 
Category range, with less than 500 
foals born globally each year.   

 

Semi-Feral Herds 

At present, there are 22 semi
-feral Fell herds recognized by the 
FPS Council, including Bracklinn, 
Bybeck, Dalefoot, Dalehead, 
Dalewin, Drybarrows, Foggy 
Gill, Greenholme, Hades Hill, 
Heltondale, Huntsmans, Lock-
holme, Lownthwaite, Lunesdale, 
Murthwaite, Peepings, Rundales, 
Sleddale, Stennerskeugh, 
Townend, Wansfell, and Wellbrow.  Unfortunately 
some of these herds are no longer actively breeding.  
Other herds, believed to have been semi-feral at one 
time but which stopped breeding during the past few 
decades, or in some cases as recently as the past few 
years, include:  Tebay, Lune Valley, Askham Gate, 
Adamthwaite, Bluecaster, Bowderdale, Brafell, 
Breatherdale, Cautley, Crossfell, Gaisgill, High 
Fawes, Keldhead, Laithes, Low Haygarth, Ra-
venstonedale, Roundthwaite, Sprintghyll, 
Stouphill and Twislehope.  Others, like Bracken-
bank -- although still very actively breeding -- no 
longer have fell grazing rights.  Birkett Bank is also 
an old prefix that once referred to a semi-feral herd:  
the prefix was recently “resurrected” by a family 
member, however they do not have fell grazing 
rights.~ 

 
What are “Semi-feral” Fell ponies?  These 

are semi-wild ponies which roam freely on the open 
fell commons “above the fell gate”, where the hills 
are unenclosed and are grazed under rights held 
by local farmers and others.  In Cumbria, which 
has the largest area of common land in England, 
farmers adjoining the fell common land often own 

grazing rights (or “rights of pasture”) to graze so 
many horses, so many cattle, so many sheep, etc.  
The common land itself, however, is owned by the 
Lord of the Manor, who owns the land but may or 
may not own any grazing rights.  Stallions are no 
longer allowed on common land because there are 
mixed herds present (not to mention public walk-
ways, etc.)  Semi-feral Fell herds may thus have 
access to grazing upon thousands of acres, where 
they usually fend for themselves most of the year.  
The ponies are typically rounded up each spring, 
returning to the farm for about 6 weeks for foaling 
and breeding to a stallion (selected by the breeder). 

 

The approximate numbers of Fells regis-
tered and bred from semi-feral herds are shown in 
the table below.  This table also includes the total 
number of foals registered with FPS and NFPS in 
recent years (with data courtesy of FPS and NFPS).  
The vast majority of those foals registered in the FPS 
Stud Book are bred within the UK, rather than over-
seas.  (Note:   UK/Overseas Total figures over the last 
5 years also include a small number of ponies origi-
nally registered with NFPS, the Netherlands FPS 
daughter Stud Book, but do not include the majority 

Efficient Fell Grazers:  Another previously-semi-feral mare, Sleddale Wild Rose V, 
pictured at dusk.  The Fell is a naturally efficient grazer, whose tough, relatively 

large, hard feet are not only helpful stabilizers on both soft or uneven, rocky ground, 
but they also double as handy tools such as “icepicks” or “spades” to help forage in the 

snow.  Here this mare has managed to uncover some greens despite the snow cover! 
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of foals registered with NFPS, which are listed separately.   Thus, the total registration numbers may be falsely 
amplified slightly, with a few Dutch registrations tallied twice – i.e., a few NFPS-registered ponies are dually-
registered with FPS because they have offspring in the FPS Studbook.)   

 

 
+Data supplied FPS (includes Section X)  *Estimated – may not include late foal registrations, if any 
**Data from NFPS (includes Section X)  (Remainder of data tallied from FPS Stud Books) 
xThe year passports became compulsory in UK (thus likely fewer (if any) unregistered ponies beginning 2004 onwards.  

  This change may at least partially account for the apparent spike in registrations in 2004.) 
++Many thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Bert Morland, Mrs. Christine Morton, and the Fell Pony Society for their help in       

  identifying prefixes of semi-feral herds, particularly those that are no longer active!    

 

One may also observe declining UK foal registrations in the mid- to late-1990’s, which incidentally is one of the 
things that prompted the initial investigation into the foal syndrome.  Additionally, one may note that current 
(2011) FPS foal registrations are at a level comparable to 2004, and total global number of registra-
tions are comparable to 2003, when the Fell was classified as Endangered.  Hopefully this is just another 
bump in the road, but with the global economic outlook not so bright, one has to wonder what the future holds.  
For most people, ponies are a luxury item, and in difficult economic times they may have to be one of the first 
things to go, or at best they may not be reproduced.  The same thing happened after the World Wars, when trac-
tors replaced them on farms, and they nearly went extinct.  It was the leisure and sporting industry, when times 
were better, that gave them a new lease on life.  Hopefully such a demand will continue through tough times.  
Furthermore, a small but steady demand for Fells as working ponies (light draft work, deerstalking, etc.) may 
also provide another helpful buffer to this situation.  What will help guarantee the future of the Fell Pony in gen-
eral, is a continued demand, and fortunately for the Fell Pony in general, “There will always be a demand for a 

Year Semi-feral 
UK 

(approximate)++ 

Total 
UK/Overseas 

(FPS Stud Book) 
(Includes Semi-

feral) 

Netherlands 
(NFPS Stud 

Book) 

Grand Total Global 
Fell Registrations     
(FPS and NFPS 

Studbooks) 

2011 128*+ 383*+ 25** 408* 

2010 136+ 409+ 45** 454 

2009 146 475+ 65** 540 

2008 146 468+ 64** 532 

2007 148  426+ 67** 493 

2006 135  400+ 76** 476 

2005 143 375+ 82** 457 

2004x  147 387+ 86** 473 x 

2003 121  330+ 77** 407 

2002 123 306+ 61** 367 

2001 104 277+ 62** 339 

2000 99 272+ 42** 314 

1999 110  254  31** 285  

1998 106 269 14** 283 

1997 125 280 14** 294 

1994 111 288 - 288 

1990 125 242 - 242 

1984 62 150 - 150 



Page 34 The Fell Pony Express  (FPSNA, Inc.) -  Fall/Winter 2011  

good horse [or pony!]”   But what about the Semi-feral 
ponies?  

 

Beyond  the “numbers games” with Watchlist cat-
egories, and difficult economic times affecting most 
breeders today, as noted previously a major threat 
facing Fell ponies is loss of hill breeders raising the 
upland herds.  Most of these ponies are, after all, semi
-feral, and thus someone has to be responsible for 
managing them.  Someone has to have access to the 
vast tracts of common land in their native fell habitat, 
so that the ponies can roam freely.   The indigenous, 
semi-feral herds are critical in survival of the breed as 
a whole, particularly when considering hardiness and 
important other traits which the habitat itself helps to 
reinforce and preserve.  A number of other non-semi-
feral herds are also maintained on the rugged fellsides 
or “upland” hills (> 650 ft. A.S.L.), without direct ac-
cess to the open fell commons, such as Waverhead 

and Guards.  Such herds are 
also very valuable in ensuring 
that hardiness and other traits 
breed true.   

 

Incentives for Semi-Feral 
Breeders 

So, what else can be done to help 
preserve these precious herds?  
Encourage hill breeders and their 
families to continue, and develop 
additional economic incentives 
(when possible) to continue 
breeding,   Upland hill farmers 
without current  fell grazing 
rights may also be at an economic 
disadvantage compared to those 
with access to extensive grazing 
opportunities (and thus lower 
feed costs).  Thus (ideally) im-
proving or increasing access to 
those hill farmers with suitable 
herds, wherever possible, may 
help maintain or even increase 
the semi-feral population in the 
long-term.  In addition, perhaps 
it would be useful, for conserva-
tion purposes, for the FPS to 
identify semi-feral ponies directly 
via the registration number – 

e.g., with a suffix “s” (for “ semi-feral”), similar to 
what is done to identify the semi-feral Welsh Moun-
tain Pony (Sect. A), with this status being cancelled if 
the pony leaves its native heath.   And finally, encour-
age putting semi-feral ponies to work, while still keep-
ing them semi-feral, which in turn could increase the 
demand for semi-feral Fell ponies.  How is that possi-
ble?  By encouraging the use of Fell ponies in Conser-
vation Grazing programs.   

 
In recent years, there has been a big push in na-

ture preserves and parks all over the UK and else-
where for conservation grazing, which is a way of 
managing the land that encourages desirable plants 
and wildlife.  Grazing animals such as horses/ponies, 
cattle, and sheep are used to reduce or remove grass-
es, scrub, and other undesirable plants to benefit wild-
life, their habitats and the landscape.  To this end, 
local/native breeds may be favored since they are spe-
cially adapted to the local environment and available 
(often lower quality) feed, are more resilient to climat-

Hardiness Breeding True:  Laurelhighland Skylark, a newborn filly that arrived a little “out 
of season” on an upland farm, in subzero temperatures and a wind chill of  -15 oF (-26 oC)  
—  Brrrr!  While she had free access to a shelter, she preferred to be out frolicking most of 

the time and never wore a blanket!  Fell Pony hardiness is truly remarkable,   even amongst 
newborns, and should be credited to the original native, semi-feral stock. 



Volume 10, Number 2 Page 35 

ic stress, and are more resistant to local parasites and diseases.  And what could be better-suited than ponies that 
have grazed there forever?  In addition to the Fell Pony, the British Isles is home to a treasure trove of unique po-
ny breeds, all specially adapted  and roaming freely in the regions after which they are named, including the Ex-
moor, the New Forest, and the Welsh Mountain Pony, among others.  Unfortunately, despite these ponies’ vast 
native expertise and credentials, in many parts of the UK, some folks have determined that there are other ponies 
better-suited for particular local jobs.  These ponies include the primitive Polish Konik (imported from Holland), 
which is essentially a man-made repro-
duction of the extinct European Tarpan.  
Better-suited . . .really?  If it was so well
-suited, then why did the Tarpan go ex-
tinct in the first place?  And why didn’t 
these Koniks or other Tarpan-like hors-
es find their own niche in Britain way 
back when, when all of these other 
breeds so perfectly adapted themselves?   
But these ponies reportedly do effective-
ly and selectively graze the specific 
plants that are not wanted, which is a 
primary focus of conservation grazing 
after all.  Still, it is a concern that a 
“foreign” animal is brought in to do con-
servation work for which a native breed 
may be perfectly-adapted, because some-
times if one brings in something foreign, 
it can become invasive . . . i.e., If they 
become more popular for use in conser-
vation, could these breeding herds even-
tually outnumber the local native semi-
feral ponies or displace them from their 
native habitat?  In any case, there are 
now Koniks living freely and grazing in 
Yorkshire at Blacktoft Sands, (not too 
far from native Fell herds) and a variety 
of other preserves in the UK.  According 
to Mr. Pete Short, Humber Reserves Site 
Manager at the RSPB (Royal Society for Protection of Birds), they chose the Koniks for their program there 
“because: 

• The advantages are that they graze a wide range of fen vegetation,  
• do not tend to suffer from laminates [sic] (as they manage their diet),  
• have very hard hoofs that require very little trimming (some sites have had no need for foot trimming 

in seven years),  
• will graze into wet areas and reedbeds,  
• tend to heal many wounds without treatment,  
• are very placid but still retain their distance from people (something even I was amazed at when I first 

helped at a foot trimming session)    
• tend not suffer from worms when grazed extensively 
• Are extremely hardy and able to survive down to minus 40 deg. centigrade 
• Can be kept on site all year round” 

It is unclear to this author how the above requirements would not be met by a typical hill-bred Fell, which also 
happens to be quite accustomed to the boggy ground that exists in the Lake District.  This is nothing against the 
Koniks – they seem to be very hardy and useful ponies that merit conservation in their own right, but shouldn’t 
the rare native breeds be prioritized in conservation?  Meanwhile critically-endangered Eriskay ponies have been 
added to a Cumbrian Grazing Program just recently as well.  In addition, another rare English breed from the 
south – the Exmoor pony, which is currently classified as “vulnerable”, is being used quite successfully and exten-
sively in conservation grazing.  In fact, according to Juliet Rogers of the Moorland Mousie Trust, there are approxi-

Adaptable Fell Browsers:  Laurelhighland Athena is shown browsing on a tree 
during a summer drought.  Fells are “easy keepers”  — a trait inherited from 
native semi-feral stock.  Although grass is by far their favorite food, they will 

efficiently switch from grazing to browsing when needed to maintain condition. 
Thus they make use of all available feed — consuming bark, leaves, twigs, fruit, 

and more — somehow instinctively knowing what food is safe to eat! 
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mately 130 Exmoors currently used 
in conservation grazing in the north 
east and Cumbria at more than a doz-
en sites.1  That is roughly 5% of the 
world’s population of Exmoors now 
located in northern England. . .where 
they also may be putting some local 
Fells out of a potential job!  Again, 
this is nothing against Exmoors 
which should certainly be a priority 
in conservation, too.  With the “vast, 
inhospitable fells” and more, there 
are probably more than enough graz-
ing projects in the UK to go around 
for all of  these rare breeds.  But the 
point is that conservation grazing of-
fers a useful local niche which semi-
feral Fell ponies might also readily 
fill.   

 

The Fell pony is ideally suited for 
conservation grazing in a wide range of 
grazing situations.  According to the 
Grazing Advice Partnership Breed Profiles Handbook, 
the Fell pony has been “hardly used in conservation” 
programs but is “likely to prove extremely useful”.  
Exceptionally hardy, thrifty, intelligent, adaptable, 
and surefooted, it thrives on rough grazing in both 
lowland and upland, exposed habitats.2   But for some 
reason, many Fell breeders have not 
been particularly interested in conser-
vation grazing programs to date.3  
Perhaps partly because the fell com-
mons are somewhat of a “giant graz-
ing project” anyway, with these po-
nies, along with sheep and cattle, 
helping maintain the fells in their 
present state?  But it is probably more 
complicated than that, including the 
logistics of moving semi-feral ponies 
from site to site.  (One must realize 
that some grazing “jobs” are seasonal 
or temporary with rotational grazing 
involving various livestock.)  In any 
case, this is a missed opportunity for 
these ponies, and it is a little discon-
certing to think there could soon be 
more Exmoor ponies  (and Koniks?) 
roaming northern England than semi-
feral Fell ponies. . . 

 

Ideally, the various conservation societies of na-
tive breeds in the UK, including birds, ponies, etc., 
will pool available UK resources and developed a 
unified conservation plan that would mutually 
benefit rare and endangered native species.  
This should include incorporating semi-feral native 
ponies into their own regional conservation grazing 

A Semi-feral Konik in Conservation Grazing Project at Blacktoft Sands Nature Reserve 
(Yorkshire)  Photo courtesy of Pete Short 

These rescued Eriskay ponies recently joined a herd of Exmoors in the Lake District 
(Cumbria) in a Conservation Grazing Project.  Photo courtesy of Rebecca Evans 

www.hauc ons.net/horses4homes  
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programs, and such use should be prioritized over other foreign 
rare or exotic breeds also in need of global conservation.   In-
deed, no matter what “experts” say, according to Mother Nature 
the local native ponies are most qualified for the job!  Having 
adequate grazing land also helps to lessen the labor and cost of 
livestock production, whether ponies are on the fells or in other parks and sanctuaries, and these grazing opportu-
nities may thus also provide a demand for ponies as well as a helpful economic incentive to Fell breeders.  Semi-
feral ponies may fare better with such projects at public sites (to keep a safe distance from visitors), rather than 
the tamer, more “cheeky” variety (which might tend to poke their nosey noses too often into visitors’ picnic bas-
kets!)  Such conservation projects would also give these ponies a “job” while allowing them to remain semi-feral!   
In addition, tourists and other nature lovers visiting these parks, even if they came to see birds or other wildlife, 
would also be able to witness herds of native ponies helping to maintain nesting grounds of native birds, etc.  This 
would be very educational and a great promotion for all the breeds involved -- a win-win situation!   

 

Wildest Days Yet To Come 

 Native Fell ponies, and especially the hill-bred ponies and semi-feral herds, are a national heritage, and 
an invaluable, core component of the global Fell population.  Hopefully these herds can be maintained and contin-
ue to roam freely one way or another -- through the stewardship of native hill breeders, and perhaps though devel-
opment of opportunities in conservation grazing.  With concerted effort, the breed, and the semi-wild ponies we all 
cherish, can be preserved.           MJG 

Selected References: 
1Juliet Rogers, Moorland Mousie Trust, Personal correspondence (January 2012) 
2The Grazing Advice Partnership Breed Profiles Handbook  (Fell section by David Anthony Murray)                                                   
http://www.grazinganimalsproject.org.uk/breed_profiles_handbook.html  (Accessed 11/2011) 
3“The Fells – Portrait of a Breed”,  Native Pony, December/January 2008/2009 
“Saving Graze for Northeast Pasture Conservation” , North East Life, October 18, 2011 (Accessed 11/2011)                                     
http://northeast.greatbritishlife.co.uk/article/saving-graze-for-north-east-pasture-conservation-36582/  
Pitt, Madeleine, “Wild Ponies are used to help an RSPB nature reserve”, Horse and Hound, November 17, 2011.                              
http://www.horseandhound.co.uk/news/397/310467.html     © MJ Gould-Earley 1998-2012.  All Rights Reserved. 

Exmoor ponies  (above) working in Cumbria (Drumbrough Moss) and 
(right) Northumberland (Longhorsley Common) in Conservation Grazing 
Projects.  Photos courtesy of Juliet Rogers www.exmoorponycentre.org.uk  
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Eastern National Show 2011 
Results - July 2, 2011 - Saugerties, New York; Judge Stuart Lloyd (UK) 

M&M Classes Sponsored by FPSNA, Inc.  

In-Hand Mountain & Moorland (M&M):  
1rst & Champion: Laurelhighland Sapphire (Fell) (Lauren Earley/Laurel Highland Farm),  
2nd: Braeberry Douglas (Fell) (Tina Turk/Anne Lyon),  
3rd: Lunesdale Rock Rose (Fell) (Terryanne Barbour/Laurel Highland Farm).  
 
Traditional Ridden Mountain & Moorland (M&M):  
1rst: Canadale Prim N Proper (Dales) (Ann Lyon),  
2nd: Laurelhighland Sapphire (Fell) (Lauren Earley/Laurel Highland Farm),  
3rd: Laurelhighland Jake (Fell) (Kate Steer/Bruce & Olga Hausser),  
4th: Lunesdale Rock Rose (Fell) (Terryanne Barbour/Laurel Highland Farm).  
 
Open Ridden Mountain & Moorland (M&M):  
1rst: Canadale Prim N Proper (Dales) (Ann Lyon),  
2nd: Laurelhighland Jake (Fell) (Kate Steer/Bruce & Olga Hausser),  
3rd: Laurelhighland Sapphire (Fell) (Lauren Earley/Laurel Highland Farm),  
4th: Lunesdale Rock Rose (Fell) (Terryanne Barbour/Laurel Highland Farm). 
 
The ponies also successfully competed in a variety of other open classes as well, mostly against Welsh 
and Connemaras in some very tough classes. Congratulations to all! 

(left to right):  Canadale Prim N Proper (Dales) - Jaimee Roundy; Terryanne Barbour and Lunesdale 
Rock Rose; Lauren Earley and Laurelhighland Sapphire competing in an Open English Pleasure class. 
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Laurelhighland Sapphire and Lauren Earley in  the (Open) Beginner Hunter Over Fences Class 

(l. to r.) Braeberry Douglas, Lunesdale Rock Rose and Laurelhighland Sapphire,                  
with Judge Stuart Lloyd (UK) in the In-Hand M&M class. 

Laurelhighland Jake ridden by Kate Steer in Open Sport Pony 
Dressage Type Under Saddle Class 

Lunesdale Rock Rose and Janelle Earley in               
Open Walk Trot Pleasure Class 
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News from the Show-Me State:  Missouri 

Show-M_ F_ll Poni_s! 
 

Greetings from Kimberlake Farm in central Missouri. It has been a busy 
year for our little farm. In April we wel-
comed a filly into the herd. We have 
named her Kimberlake Isabelle (see p. 
22), she is by K. Gabriel out of K. May 
Belle. She is a nice, thick bodied, solid 
black filly, and is as friendly as they get.  

 

In June of this year Kimberlake 
Gabriel made his first public appearance 
at the Longview Lake driving clinic in 
Lee’s Summit, MO. He and co-farm-owner 
Dana spent the winter months learning 
the finer points of natural horsemanship, 
working into the at-liberty moves before 
Gabe began his driving lessons. The clinic 
Judge told us he had “IT” and that all he 
needs is more miles. She was genuinely 
impressed with the young stallion’s move-
ment.  

 

Finally, in July my husband Paul 
and I entered our imported mare Ashness Mary D into the local 
Heritage Days Parade in Boonville, MO. What an adventure that 
was! We drove Mary the full 5 miles to town in our early Ameri-
can settlers costumes and wooden Meadowbrook cart. It took us 
30 minutes in the rain. After waiting in the parade line up an 
hour it was our turn, horses are always last in the parade. Mary 
did a great job with the thousands of people lining (and in) the 
street, balloons blowing in front of her, kids throwing snap-
dragon fireworks at her feet, little children running up to her 
asking to pet the pony, and of course the street sweeper on her 
heels. Just when we thought it was all they could throw at us, an 
Apache Military helicopter came flying low up from behind us 
over Main Street. Mary stopped and stood perfectly still until it 
passed overhead. It took some gentle encouragement and a fa-
miliar guiding hand on her bridle before she would follow my 
husband the rest of the way thru town. It was so much noise and 
commotion for one little pony. I can never say enough about how 
calm and level headed these ponies are. She never once thought 
about running off or acting silly. What a treat it is to have such 
willing ponies. 

Kimber Bishop 

KimberLake Farm, New Franklin, Missouri, USA   

Gabriel (with Dana) on the obstacles course at Longview Lake driving clinic 

Mary (with Kimber and Paul) in the parade 



Volume 10, Number 2 Page 41 

News from the Keystone State:  Pennsylvania 
We had an extra busy year as our girls went a little crazy showing their Fell Ponies, 
and doing very well!  One of the best times 
was at the Eastern National Show when we 
brought along our friends, Tracey Barbour and 
her daughters, Nell and Terryanne.  Tracey is 
English, and although she now lives on a farm 
near us, she spent many happy days in her 
youth foxhunting on her Highland Pony in the 
UK.  She really loves the Fells!  Anyway, there 
were plenty of  classes so we let Tracey’s girls 
ride the ponies in some of the classes, too, 
since they usually don’t get a chance to do big 
shows like that, and they were thrilled!  They 
thanked us with matching “I Love My Fell Po-
ny” t-shirts for the whole gang (including me!), 
with the Laurel Highland logo on back.  What 
fun!  Not sure what 2012 will bring but the 
girls have started it off by becoming members 
of the Keystone Pony Club, our local chapter of 
the U.S. Pony Club. 

Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD 

Laurel Highland Farm & Equine Services, LLC 

Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 

News from the Golden State:  California 
 

Minnie (Newfarm Minneola) joined our family in the beginning of this year. We are new 
to the horse world and to Fells, but with Minnie as a perfect ambassador, we have had 
many (and 
still do) won-
derful experi-
ences. 

  

Minnie and 
my 13-year- old daughter Victoria participated in 
their first Gymkhana event in September. Minnie 
was such an eye-catcher with her long, flowing 
mane, tail, and feathers. Many thought she was a 
miniature Friesian, so we had the announcer cor-
rect the misconception, and it ended up being a 
perfect way to educate the public about the Fell 
Pony breed :-) 

  

Minnie and Victoria are in Pony Club. They par-
ticipated in Halloween Play day, picture is at-
tached.  

 

Their next goal is accomplishing the D-3 level [in 
Pony Club]. 

  

Cheers!  

Eva Loeffler, Calabasas, California Minnie and Victoria 

“Team Laurel Highland” at the Eastern National Show, all wearing 
matching “I Love My Fell Pony” T-shirts, which were gifts from our 

friends, the Barbours.  (l. to r., Terryanne, Janelle, Nell, and Lauren, 
along with Lunesdale Rock Rose and Laurelhighland Sapphire) 
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From Washington, Oregon and Northern California,                           
Fell Ponies Brought Us Together! 
This was the 6th year the Mountain & 
Moorland (M&M) classes were held at the 
Pacific Coast Classic sponsored by the 
Welsh Pony and Cob Association of Cali-
fornia (WPCAC) at Brookside Equestrian 
Park, Elk Grove, CA.  The WPCAC always 
brings over a UK judge who is listed on 
the National Pony Society's panel for judg-
ing Mixed M&M classes.  This year's judge 
was Mrs. S. M. Williams, Gwynedd, UK.   

The four breeds represented this year 
were Fells, Dales, Highlands and Dart-
moors.   

This year six Fell ponies competed.  Fell 
Legend Farm had the pleasure of having 
two west coast Fell pony breeders stay 
with us and participate, Elise Miller 
(Moonlit Fell Pony Farm), from 
Snohomish, Washington, and Cheryl Dut-
ton, (Braeberry Farm), from Seal Rock, 
Oregon.  Both traveled hundreds of miles 
to help prepare and show ponies at this 
event. With three breeders under one roof, 
we enjoyed lots of “Fell pony talks” in be-
tween getting ready for the show.  Fell 
Legend Farm had four Fell ponies entered:  Laurelhighland Rose Petal, BroughHill Hadrian's Wall, Braeberry Whimsi-
cal Legend (Whimsey), and Laurelhighland Oliver.  Braeberry Farm entered Braeberry Princess Eleanor, and Elaine 
Dunson entered Felllegend Rembrandt (Remi). 
 
Here are the results for the Fell ponies:   
 

M&M	3	under: 1st place, Laurelhighland Oliver, handled by JoDe Collins; 4th place, Braeberry Princess Eleanor, 

handled by Cheryl Dutton; 6th Place, Felllegend Rembrandt, handled by Elaine Dunson. 
 

M&M	4	over: 3rd Place, Laurelhighland Rose Petal, handled by Elise Miller;  

5th Place, Broughhill Hadrian’s Wall, handled by JoDe Collins. 
 

M&M	Best	of	Breed:	Champion, Laurelhighland Rose Petal, handled by Elise Miller; Reserve Champion, 

Broughhill Hadrian’s Wall, handled by JoDe Collins; 3rd place, Laurelhighland Oliver, handled by René Bender; 4th 
place, Braeberry Whimsical Legend, handled by Jaimee Porter; 5th place, Felllegend Rembrandt, handled by Elaine 
Dunson.  (Princess had to leave early to get back to Oregon and did not compete) 
 

Laurelhighland Oliver won a spot in the NPS	America	Championship	&	Reserve	M&M	class. 

 

M&M	Ridden: 5th Place, Broughhill Hadrian’s Wall, ridden by JoDe Collins. 

 

M&M	Leading	Rein	Pony: 1st Place, Laurelhighland Rose Petal, ridden by Hailey Ganjouee (our 

granddaughter), handled by René Bender. 

Oliver and JoDe 



Page 43 Volume 10, Number 2 

 

M&M	Novice	Ridden: 1st Place, Laurelhighland 

Rose Petal, ridden by JoDe Collins. 

Thank you Elaine & Cheryl for bringing your adorable 
youngstock to the show.  Their ponies did very well inside and 
outside the ring.  I hope to see them both in future events. 
 
I would like to thank all the helpers and handlers who came 
and traveled great distances to help me prepare and show our 
ponies.  Thank you Elise, for showing Petal. You did a fantastic 
job and looked great in your tweed jacket.  A big thank you to 
JoDe Collins, for spending hours preparing Petal & Hadrian for 
their classes, and riding and showing them beautifully.  Jaimee 
Jo Porter (one of my graduated 4-H members) traveled down 
from Chico where she is attending college to show Whimsey.  
Thanks Jaimee Jo.  I would also like to thank my dear friend 
Karen Lowe, who shows up every year to help.  This year we 
needed an announcer and she stepped in and did a fantastic 
job.  Another big thank you to Steve Benham (Elaine’s hus-
band) and Mike Friebel (Joanna Gilbert, owners of LH Venus & 
LH Lib) and Laura Ganjouee (our daughter) for taking all the 
pictures.  And of course, my husband Tom, who kept us all fed 
and always supports me with the ponies. 

Princess and Cheryl 

Whimsey and Jaimee 
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Thank you again, FPSNA for spon-
soring the Best of Breed classes.  
This year WPCAC separated the 
classes into four separate breed clas-
ses and pinned them through 6th 
place.  This was done to show the 
spectators the differences between 
the breeds.  It really was nice to see 
only Fell ponies in their own class.  
What a great way of doing it.  Great 
show WPCAC! 
 
René Bender 
FPSNA Area 3 Representative 

 

René Bender 
Fell Legend Farm 

(Above) Petal and Elise (winning “Best of Breed”) 
 (Right) Petal and Hailey 

Remi and Elaine 
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News from the Green Mountain State:  Vermont 
 

Greetings from Vermont!  We had our open house on Sunday, November 6, at our 
farm, Firefly Fells.  The open house was a great success, with driving and vaulting 
demonstrations.  We made the front page of the local newspaper, The Northfield 
News, so our community now knows a lot more about the Fell Pony breed!  Our 
foal, Firefly Morning Star [see p. 22],  is doing well, running and leaping, and 
was a hit at the open house.  It was also great to see Star's sire, Laurelhighland Rambler, at the Fell Pony booth 
at Equine Affaire in Massachusetts. 

 
Laura Hamilton 
Vermont Firefly Farm & Figure 8 Riding 
Roxbury, Vermont 

Laurelhighland English Rose teaching 6-year-old to ride. 

Laurelhighland English Rose at Open House demonstration. 

(l. to r.) Cindy Mancini, Rambler, and Laura Hamilton 
at the FPSNA booth at Equine Affaire in Massachusetts 



Page 46 The Fell Pony Express  (FPSNA, Inc.) -  Fall/Winter 2011  

The Equine Affaire in West Springfield MA was the site of the largest Fell pony contingent to date at this type of 
event in N. America.  Nine ponies attended and participated in the demo as well as barn and breed exhibits.  Sev-
en ponies were housed in the C Barn for all 4 days of the event, so all visitors could experience these fantastic  po-
nies.  Six of these ponies also rotated into the Breed Barn for a larger presence, and two were brought in just for 
the demo day.  Attendees included: 

 

APPLEBYFAIR MAXIMUS, owned by Lisa Kyer, WindSwept Farms, Melrose, New York, and ridden by Shanna 
Mahar; BRACKENBANK ROMANY’S PRINCE driven to a Saylor Wagon by the whip, Mr. Bruce E Hausser 
and accompanied by Mrs. Hausser of Meadowlace Farm, Brewster, Massachusetts; HINTER, owned by Kevin and 
Ann Tarsagian of  Glenridge Farm, Rhode Island, and ridden by Jessica Viveiros O’Donnell; LAURELHIGH-
LAND BLOSSOM, owned by Maureen Welsh (Connecticut), along with  her 4-month-old filly, BLOSSOMS LA-
DY LIBERTY, owned and bred by Jessica Viveiros O’Donnell of Ladybug Stables) and making her first public ap-
pearance; LAURELHIGHLAND JAKE (aka Regal) owned by Mr. & Mrs. Bruce E Hausser and ridden by Kathe-
rine Speer; LAURELHIGHLAND RAMBLER owned by Cherie van Putten of Binghamton, New York and ridden 
by Cynthia Mancini; LUNESDALE MOUNTAIN HEATHER a.k.a (Mary) owned by Lisa Kyer and ridden by 

Mary, Max, Lily, Regal, Rambler and Hinter after the Fell Pony breed demonstration (Photo by Lisa Kyer) 
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Kristal Gesslar; and STONECREEK 
LILY, owned by Anita Castricone of Angel 
Meadow Farm, Ballston Spa, New York, 
and ridden by Cailin Sanford.   

 
The event was a huge success and the po-
nies were spectacular.  They wowed the 
crowds and drew in new admirers every-
where they went.  We couldn’t have asked 
for better ambassadors of the breed.  All the 
ponies showed their unflappable nature, 
great presence and charm!   

 

The demo was entertaining and education-
al.  Anita Castricone put together an excep-
tional script which gave a great amount of 
detail about the breed while taking the time to highlight each pony and rider individually.  The video of the demo 
can be seen here:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugQuTK2jUW0&feature=g-upl 

 

As further testament to our fan-
tastic breed, the Fell pony was 
sought out by the Equine Affaire 
staff when one of it’s clinics went 
awry.  In the midst of a clinic on 
massage, the horse being used 
became startled by applause and 
had to be replaced.  The EA staff 
came right to Barn C Fell pony 
aisle for the replacement.  Lunes-
dale Mountain Heather was 
happy to fill in for the massage 
segment and quite enjoyed herself.   

 

A great big thank you to everyone 
who contributed and attended and 
we hope to have even more ponies 
in 2012! 

 

Lisa Kyer 

 

 

(More Equine Affaire photos on next page!) 

(Above) Blossom, Liberty and Prince in the Fell Pony breed demonstration 

Hinter in the Fell Pony breed demonstration  
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Clockwise from above:  Prince with Bruce and Olga, and Rambler 
with Cindy, and Lily with Cailin at Equine Affaire 
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News From The Badger State:  Wisconsin 
Nutcracker on Horseback! 
 

 The theme for 2011 might have been quality, not quantity, as there were 
not a huge number of foals or events but what was accomplished I was very proud 
of! 

  

 I have decided that in the best interests of the farm, going forward, a herd reduction was in order, as 15 
Fells is a few too many for one person to manage properly. Congrats to all the new owners! My long term goal is to 
keep Littletree Bodini and 4 mares, of which I can then breed a foal or two here and there, and spend more time 
with all of them. 

  

 Bodini was a star once again at the Bristol 
Renaissance Faire this summer, with that perfor-
mance catching the eye of the Chicago-based train-
er Laura Amandis. She is well known for high-
level performances with her Andalusian stallion 
Acierto, at events such as Midwest Horse Fair and 
the World Equestrian Games. Laura requested 
that Bodini join her group of performing horses, 
and since his time with her has attended the Danc-
es With Horses Event in Waterloo, IA, and most 
recently played a part in the month long produc-
tion of Nutcracker on Horseback at the Noble 
Horse Theatre of Chicago. (There is a lot of history 
regarding Noble Horse, which has existed since the 
1800s in its same location, but I don’t want 
to take up too much space and they do have a 
website if you are interested in learning 
more.) I was able to attend a performance at 
the end of December, which included a back-
stage tour, and watched the entire show. If 
you ever have the opportunity to see a dinner 
theatre type show with horses, I highly rec-
ommend it. And witnessing the crowd reac-
tion when a hairy, powerful Fell Pony stal-
lion came into the darkened theatre under 
spotlights- well, that might just have made 
my year! 

 

 Best wishes to all of you for the up-
coming year!  

 

Melissa Kreuzer 

Dream Hayven Farm 

Kewaskum, Wisconsin Bodini in “The Nutcracker on Horseback” in Chicago 
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News from the Centennial State:  Colorado 
  

Three Gifts 
Some people have Fell Ponies that they can ignore for months at a time, then throw a harness 
on and go.  While I have a non-Fell pony that is that way, my first few Fells weren’t that way 
at all.  They needed work every day in order to be there for me, and even then it sometimes 
took a lot of convincing that my plan for our time together was worth their while. 

  

This summer I wasn’t able to give my ponies much 
attention, but three of my mares showed they 
might become a ‘there for me’ pony anyway.  Each 
of them allowed me to sit on their backs for the 
first time.  They each took the idea in stride, seem-
ing to ask, ‘what took you so long?!’ 

  

It began with Lunesdale Silver Belle, when one 
morning she stood along the wooden fence in a way 
that made it easy to slide right on.  From her per-
spective it seemed to be a non-event.  I, of course, 
was thrilled with this gift from Ellie.  Next was 
Willowtrail Wild Rose, my four year old homebred 
mare.  She had begun following me around when-
ever I would show up in her vicinity.  I love Rose’s 
height, just 13hh.  With my long legs it’s easy to 
ease right on, and after laying my leg on her back 
a few times to test her state of mind, I did just 
that.  It was a thrill, again, especially since this 
was with no tack, no halter and lead rope, and in a 
pasture with five other ponies about. 

  

My final gift came from Restar Mountain Shelley 
III.  Each morning before the summer pasture was 
ready, I walked her with her foal Madie down the 
driveway to a small meadow.  Over the course of a 
few days, we progressed from me walking to me 
riding.  This time the thrill for me came from Shel-
ley taking this all in stride despite the distraction 
of Madie running through the woods and around 
in circles and my dog chasing squirrels and my 
husband’s chainsaw felling trees nearby and un-
doubtedly the occasional smell of mountain lion 
since there was one in the vicinity.   

  

The three gifts these mares gave me suggest 
they’ll be there for me when I again have time for them.  I couldn’t ask for anything better!   

  

Jenifer Morrissey 

Willowtrail Farm, Gould, Colorado 

Willowtrail Wild Rose getting scratches of appreciation in her favorite place.  



News from the Evergreen State:  Washington 
 

Dear Fell Pony Friends, 

  

This has been a great summer, because I was able to make two Fell Pony 
trips.  The first trip was to Fell Legend Farm in Lincoln, CA where I stayed with 
Tom and René Bender.  It was great to meet them and all of their ponies in per-
son!  I helped them at the Brookside 
Mountain and Moorland Pony show, 
along with Cheryl Dutton and her fami-
ly from Braeberry Farm.  I showed 
Laurelhighland Rose Petal, where 
she placed very well.  (See page 36 for a 
photo of us together after she received 
first in the Best of Breeds.)  Petal is a 
full younger sister to my own pony, 
Newfarm Apple Blossom.  My second 
trip was to a new Fell Pony Farm; 
North Country Farm, in Coldwater, 
MI.  I was able to meet David and Nan-
cy Haylett, their stud,*Lunesdale 
Mercury, and five other Fell Po-
nies they recently purchased. 

  

We have not had any foals this year, 
but have been keeping busy riding and 
playing with our ponies, especially 
Newfarm Apple Blossom.  She's been 
enjoying weekly dressage lessons, trail 
rides, and whole family fun! 

 

Best Wishes, 

 
Elise Miller 

Moonlit Fell Pony Farm 

Snohomish, 
Washington 
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Clockwise from top:  Apple and Elise, Mer-
cury and Elise, and Apple and Ashley 
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Angel Meadow Farm 
Anita Castricone 
491 Devils Lane 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
Phone:  518-885-9677 
Angelmeadowfells@aol.com 
  
Black Pony Farm                                              
John Rutledge          
26505 Rd N 
Cortez, Colorado, 81321                                                                  
Phone: 951-662-4143 
Email: john@blackponyfarm.com  
www.blackponyfarm.com 
 
Braeberry Farm 
Cheryl Dutton 
732 N. S-Low Road 
Seal Rock, Oregon 97376 
Phone: 541-563-6353 
www.braeberry.com   
Email: info@braeberry.com 
 
Chanhassen Farm 
Megan Elisha Tong 
11 Spear Street 
Charlotte, Vermont 
Phone:  972-658-7537 
www.chanhassenfarm.com   
Email:  megan-
tong@chanhassenfarm.com  
 
Fell Legend Farm 
Rene Bender - Trainer/Owner 
Tom Bender - Owner                            
P.O. Box 31 
Lincoln, California 95648 
Phone: 916-205-7103 
www.felllegendfarm.com 
Email: felllegendfarm@yahoo.com         
 
KimberLake Farm 
Kimber Bishop and Dana Hern                          
329 County Road 459 
New Franklin, Missouri 65274 
Phone: 660-537-4020  
www.kimberlake.com   
Email: kimberlakefarm@gmail.com   

 
Laurel Highland Farm & Equine  Services LLC                  
Edward T. Earley, DVM                                    
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD                                   
546 Lehman Drive                                                         
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728                    
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254                           
www.laurelhighland.com                                     
Email: info@laurelhighland.com 
 
 
Moonlit Fell Pony Farm                                              
Elise Miller  
21412 107th ST SE                                                            
Snohomish, Washington  98290 
Phone: 360-863-2710  
www.moonlitfellponies.com 
Email: moolitfellponies@hotmail.com 
 
North Country Farm  
David and Nancy Haylett 
163 N. Fiske Road 
Coldwater, Michigan, 49036  
Phone: 517-278-5724                       
or 517-819-8188 
Email: nhaylett163@yahoo.com  
  
SouthMoore Farms 
Kimberly Rojan;  
1041 Scott Rd,                                                                   
Coldwater, Missouri, 38618  
Phone : 901-212-2034  
Email : mokr@bellsouth.net  
 
Stonecreek Farm                               
Shannon Albert                                                
Denison, Texas 75021                                                     
Phone:  903-436-7449                                      
www.thefellpony.com  
Email:  Stone-
creek.farm@thefellpony.com 
 
Willowtrail Farm 
Jenifer Morrissey 
PO Box 1034 
Walden, Colorado 80480 
Phone: 970-723-4316 
www.fellponiescolorado.com  
Email: workponies@frii.com 

FPSNA  
Breeders 

www.fpsna.org 

Only FPSNA members residing in North America may advertise in 
the FPSNA Breeders & Stallions lists.   

Fell Pony Express 2010 Classified Ad Prices 
For FPSNA Members Only 

1/8 page:  $15         1/4 page:  $30  
1/2 page  -   $50           Full page  -  $75  

All ads include a free classified ad on the website for the calendar 
year, including one photo with contact information, which will also be 
distributed at FPSNA-sanctioned promotional events during the year.  
All ads are full-color and will be displayed for  the current calendar 
year in The Fell Pony Express. 

Submit ads to newsletter@fpsna.org 
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logo available in two styles: 
Black logo on stonewashed blue shirt:  Sizes avail-
able: M, L, XL  Price:  $20 (includes shipping 
within U.S.) 
Color logo on ash shirt.  Sizes available: M   Price:  
$22 (includes shipping within U.S.) 

 
FPSNA Color Logo V-Neck Tee:  High-quality Sport-Tek 
Dri-Mesh Ladies V-Neck T-Shirt in steel grey with FPSNA 
Color Logo. 3.5-ounce, 100% polyester double mesh; Sizes 
available: M, L, and XL. Price:  $35 (includes shipping 
within U.S.) 
 
Full color "I Love Fell Po-
nies" Bumper Sticker with 
image of Fell Pony and 
FPSNA logo. Approx. size 11" 
W X 3" H. Price:  $15 
(includes shipping within U.S.) 
 
FPSNA/FPS Color Logo Decal, designed to display 
on inside of car window, facing outward. Approx. 
size 4 3/4 " X 4 3/4 ". Note: Background is transpar-
ent (not white).   Price:  $15 (includes shipping with-
in U.S.) 
 
Full color “I Love Fell Ponies” Mug:  
ceramic 10 oz. mug with image of Fell 
Pony and FPSNA logo.   Price:  $19 
(includes shipping within U.S.) 
 
FPSNA Enamel Color Logo Pin with 
butterfly clutch. Pin measures approx. 1" W X 5/8" H.  
Price:  $12 (includes shipping within U.S.) 
 

Please contact info@fpsna.org first  
for all current item availability, or for shipping quote to outside the 

continental United States. 
 

Make checks payable to: FPSNA, Inc. and mail  to:   

FPSNA, Inc., c/o Lisa Lindholm,  
2626 Diane Lane, Hibbing, Minnesota, 55746 

 Or order online with Pay Pal at www.fpsna.org  
All proceeds go to FPSNA to help defray business costs.   

Thank you! 

A Humbling           
Experience 

This book chronicles the author’s 
first seven years learning about 
and experiencing the Fell Pony.  
Through more than forty stories 
and over one hundred full color 
photographs, Morrissey touches 
on breed history and conserva-
tion, natural horsemanship, sustainable agriculture, and 
draft power.   Stunning photography from the mountains of 
Colorado and the fells of Cumbria portray the many ponies 
that have crossed the author’s path so far. Available from the 
author at workponies@frii.com or at www.amazon.com.  

2004 Black Gelding:  Laurelhighland Jake 
FP70431G*, a.k.a. “Regal “, is a great all-around pony 

and is trained to ride and drive. He has been shown in Intro 
dressage winning both his tests with scores as high as 70%. 

Regal also loves to 
jump and would make 
a great hunter pony.   

Contact: Jessica 
Viveiros O’Donnell 
(Rhode Island) at 

LBsta-
bles1@gmail.com or  

Phone : 401-418-2106)  

2004 Black Gelding:  Sandhaven Donovan 
FP70450C:   Multi discipline - 
Dressage, Jumping, western, 
and driving. Has been used in 

pony club, 4H, equestrian team, 
trail riding and dressage shows. 
Excellent ground manners and 
quiet disposition. Great for kids 
and adults.  Contact Amy Kroll 

(Michigan) at                         
616-893-2964 or 

amy@friesianconnection.com  
www.friesianconnection.com  

2011 Black Filly:  Laurelhighland Empress 
FP5605* is a very out-
going, solid black filly 
with great conformation 

and movement, and should 
make an excellent riding or 
driving prospect.  She loves 
attention!  For more infor-

mation, contact Laurel 
Highland Farm 

(Pennsylvania) at                          
570-320-0254 or   info@laurelhighland.com. Additional pho-

tos and information about our ponies for sale can also be 
found at http://www.laurelhighland.com/sales.htm  

FPSNA MERCHANDISE  
Order online at www.fpsna.org 

 
High quality sweatshirts with FPSNA logo em-
broidered in color or black.  These sweatshirts are 
heavyweight (10 oz.) crews in ash (light gray col-
or).  Black logo sweatshirt sizes available: M, L, 
and XL. Price:  $30 (includes shipping within 
U.S.)   
Color logo sweatshirt sizes available: M and L. 
Price:  $35 (includes shipping within U.S.) 
  
High quality Hanes Beefy T 100% Cotton T-shirts with FPSNA 
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*Brackenbank Romany’s Prince 
FP70597G*, License No. FP446**, Black, Foaled 2005; 13.2hh 

Laurel Highland Farm &  
Equine Services LLC 

Drs. Edward T. Earley, DVM 
& MJ Gould-Earley, MD  

546 Lehman Drive                                                         
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 

17728                    
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254                           
www.laurelhighland.com                                   

Email:     
info@laurelhighland.com 

*Goytvalley Magic Minstrel 
 FP50026C*; License No. FP145J, Black w/ small star; Foaled 
1992;  13.2hh 

Stonecreek Farm 
Shannon Albert              

Denison, Texas 75021                                                     
Phone: 903-436-7449  
www.thefellpony.com                                        

Email: stone-
creek.farm@thefellpony.com   

  
*Hinter 
20030241 , License No. FP527, Black, Foaled 2003; 13.0 hh 

Glen Ridge Farm 
Kevin and Ann Tarsagian 

290 Frank Coelho Drive 
Portsmouth, RI, 02908 
Phone:  401-529-4427 

E-mail:  tsgn@aol.com 
 

  
 
 

 
Laurelhighland Rambler                                   
FP70144C*; License No. FP450** Black; Foaled 2003; 13.0 hh 

Fauxson Stable 
Cherie van Putten  

3833 Brady Hill Road  
Binghamton,  New York, 13903  

Phone : 607-343-8164                                                       
Email : po-

nies@fauxsonfells.com              
www.fauxsonfells.com 

 
 

 

 
Laurelhighland Union Jack                                
FP71428C*; License No. FP618** Black; Foaled 2009; 12.3 

hh (as 2 yo) 
Laurel Highland Farm &  

Equine Services LLC 
546 Lehman Drive                

Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 
17728                

Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254                
www.laurelhighland.com                

Email: info@laurelhighland.com 
 

 
*Lunesdale Mercury 

 FP50926C*; License No. FP306R** Grey; 
Foaled 1999; 13.0 hh 

North Country Farm 
David and Nancy Haylett 

163 N. Fiske Road 
Coldwater, Michigan, 49036 

Phone: 517-278-5724                
or 517-819-8188 

Email:  nhaylett163@yahoo.com 
  

 
 
 
 

*Ralfland Ranger 
 FP51261C*; License No. FP368, Black; 
Foaled 2001; 13.2 hh 

Stonecreek Farm 
Shannon Albert                

Denison, Texas 75021                
Phone: 903-436-7449  
www.thefellpony.com                

Email: stone-
creek.farm@thefellpony.com 

 
 
*Waverhead Model IV 
  FP51000C*; License No. FP289R**, Black; Foaled 1999; 13.3 hh 

Laurel Highland Farm &  
Equine Services LLC 

Drs. Edward T. Earley, DVM & MJ 
Gould-Earley, MD  
546 Lehman Drive                

Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728                
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254                
www.laurelhighland.com                

Email: info@laurelhighland.com 
 

* Imported;   **Has AI permit (per owner);                  
Note: Heights listed are per owner 

 
                       

FPSNA  
Licensed Stallions 

www.fpsna.org 

Only FPSNA members residing in North America may advertise in the FPSNA Breeders & Stallions lists.   
Note that stallions breeding via artificial insemination must possess a valid FPS A.I. Permit in addition to the Stallion License.  

DNA-testing with parentage verification is also required for foals bred by AI.  Please see FPS A.I. regulations for more information. 
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These are great “must see” videos for       
all Fell Pony enthusiasts —  

order your copies today!! 

“The Fell Pony”  
DVD 

 Available in PALS or NTSC (US) Format from FPS!  
Price:  £15 plus £3 postage (or $36 for FPSNA members 

if purchased through FPSNA).  Order online via 
www.fpsna.org. (Log in and pay $36 as “Misc. FPS 

Fees” and specify “Fell Pony DVD”, and we will wire 
converted funds to FPS and order DVD for you.) 

A friendly reminder to all breeders and stallion own-
ers:  The Fell Pony Society has regulations regarding the 
use of artificial insemination.  Stallions must have not 
only a license but also an AI permit.  Stallion and mare 
owners are advised to review all rules, and check with 
FPS for any changes/updates to these rules, BEFORE 
breeding.  The most current version of these regulations 
are reproduced below as a reference.  If you have ques-
tions, please contact our registry, the Fell Pony Society 
(UK). 
 

The Fell Pony Society  
ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION REGULATIONS  

The following regulations govern the entry of pure-bred 
foals got by artificial insemination into the Stud Book of 
the Fell Pony Society:  
1 Stallions must be registered, licensed and DNA tested 
in accordance with the FPS Regulations governing stal-
lion licensing and the owner of the stallion must be a 
member of the Society.  
2 Mares must be registered and DNA tested prior to or at 
the time of insemination and the owner of the mare must 
be a member of the Society.  
3 The stallion will be issued with a permit from the Socie-
ty at a prescribed fee; the Society having the right to re-
scind that permit where necessary at any time.  
4 The mare owner participating in an AI program must 
return to the Society details of semen used within 28 
days.  
5 The following forms must be completed:  
FORM A Certificate of Collection of Semen  
Collection of semen must be under veterinary or suitably 
qualified supervision and certified by the veterinary sur-
geon or qualified person and the owner on the Society's 
„Certificate of Collection of Semen‟ form (to accompany 
the semen in the Equitainer).  
FORM B Insemination Certificate (stating)  
i) Veterinary certified confirmation of the insemination 
dates and name of inseminator.  
ii) Registered name of mare and registration number.  
iii) If chilled/fresh semen, signed label by veterinary sur-
geon stating registered name of donor stallion. If frozen 
semen, code number of collector and code number of 
straws.  
iv) Where the insemination was carried out.  
 
Form B must be signed by a veterinary surgeon and 
stamped with the practice address.  
6 Please ensure that:  
a) Form A is completed by the veterinary surgeon or suit-
ably qualified person and accompanies the semen in the 
Equitainer.  
b) Form B is handed to the mare owner for completion by 
a veterinary surgeon.  
Completed Forms A and B must accompany the applica-
tion to register the foal with the Fell Pony Society.  
7 The resulting live foal must be DNA and parentage test-
ed before registration. (Revised May 2007) 

“Endangered Species:   
Fell Pony Breeders”  

DVD 
 Available in PALS or NTSC (US) Format from  the 

Fell Pony Breeders Association!  
Price:  £10 including postage (cash or check only (in 
pounds sterling)), available through the Fell Pony 

Breeders Association.  Contact Sue Mallinson,         
Secretary of FPBA, for further details at                             

fellponybreeders@hotmail.co.uk 

Photo: Tom Lloyd 



The Fell Pony Society of North America, 
Inc. (FPSNA), was the first Registered 
Overseas Branch of the Fell Pony Society 
(FPS) (UK) anywhere in the world.  
FPSNA is also the oldest and largest Fell 
pony organization in North America and 
was established in 2001 with the support of 
the majority of Fell owners and breeders in 
North America.  We were legally incorpo-
rated in January 2002 as a federally-
recognized public charity under Section 
501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code..  
 
Our mission is to promote and preserve 
the Fell pony breed in North America  

in ways that are consistent with the  
rules and regulations of FPS.   

 
All FPSNA breeders are members-in-good-
standing with our registry, FPS, through 
which all of our foals are registered and 
stallions are licensed for  breeding. 
 

The Fell Pony Society  
of North America, Inc. 

c/o Lisa Lindholm, General Secretary 

2626 Diane Lane 

Hibbing, Minnesota, 55746 

218-263-5217   info@fpsna.org 

We’re on the web!
www.fpsna.org 

Next newsletter 
deadline: 

 

June 1, 2012 
 

newsletter@fpsna.org 

Published twice a year,  
summer and winter. 

(Our yawning Fell model is 
Doobie (Mustahevonen 
Debut),  courtesy of 
Roxanne Dimyan) 

 

All contents and photographs in  
The Fell Pony Express  

are © FPSNA, Inc. 2011,  
unless otherwise specified herein. 

Hinter performing at Equine Affaire 2011 with Jessica Viveiros O’Donnell  
 (Photo © MJ Gould-Earley/Laurel Highland Farm) 


