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From Your Chairman
IN THE HEAT OF IT
This summer has been setting
record breaking high temperatures,
in many places for weeks on end.
Our Fell neighbors in the UK have
been hit as well, and even Cumbria,
as far north as it is, has not escaped
the wrath of the sun. Grazing for
ponies in many regions has been
diminished due to the extreme heat,
combined with lack of rainfall. Back in 1996, the Atlanta Summer
Olympics provided researchers with plenty of data regarding how
horses are affected by extreme temperatures. Those studies revealed
that equines “feel” heat anywhere from 3 to 10 times faster than
humans1! This has certainly kept me motivated during these past
weeks to be extra diligent in monitoring my herd and their comfort
levels, no matter how uncomfortable I was feeling myself.
The heat may also be affecting how successful the breeding
season is this year. I have heard from many industry professionals
that mares aren’t cycling on schedule, AI conception rates are down,
and a higher than normal incidence of twin embryos have been
scanning on ultrasounds. I wish all of our North American breeders
the best outcome as we continue to do our best in stewarding these
rare ponies, both for our 2019 foals ahead and supporting our ponies
through this hottest season to the cool relief of fall!

Best wishes,

Melissa Kreuzer
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At Guelph, Professor Michael Lindinger, June 2010

FPSNA WELCOMES
NEW MEMBERS

T. Atkins-Dean, MI • J. Bean - ME
H. Furchner, MN • A. Banks-Mullen, MO
R. Mewszel, OK • S. Wu, OR
D. Lahr-Gnagey, IN • C. McCarthy, NH
S. Scheck, NC • J. Snar, OR

Drybarrows Joy and Drybarrows Dainty
Courtesy and Copyright Drybarrows Fell Ponies
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It’s Not Too Late to
Enroll Your Pony in the
2018 PPA Program!

Feel free to contact
promotions@fpsna.org
for questions regarding this program.

Foal registrations
are due November 30th.
Contact FPSNA if help
is needed on the process.
info@fpsna.org

CHAIRMAN &
ACTING SECRETARY
Melissa Kreuzer
Lafayette, Tennessee 37083
Email: Chairman@fpsna.org
(or Zone2Rep@fpsna.org)

FPE EDITOR &
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Terie Overbey
Bowie, Texas 76230
Email: newsletter@fpsna.org
(or Zone4Rep@fpsna.org)

As a 501(c)(3) non-profit, FPSNA is always
looking for ways to stretch our funding and
keep beneficial programs growing. FPSNA
shall again recognize a new & easy way to earn
extra cash for our club. FPSNA participates in
the Triple Crown Feeds ‘Partners Program’*,
which is a clip n’ save opportunity for anyone
using the Triple Crown Nutrition product line.
Proofs of purchase from every type of feed
are eligible for the program, from TC Senior
to Safe Starch Forage. At .25-.35 each, credit
per bag adds up quickly!
Members are able to gather proofs from
others as well, like friends or neighbors. You
may even be able to place a collection can at
your local TC feed supplier!
We will be continuing with this program after
having great success in past years. FPSNA
shall recognize the member who submits the
largest number of proofs in our PPA edition
of the Fell Pony Express. (Council members
not eligible).
Questions on this program may be directed to
our Chairman, Melissa Kreuzer, at chairman@
fpsna.org
*Our participation in the Triple Crown Partners
Program is not intended as a solicitation for
Triple Crown Nutrition, Inc.

PROMOTIONS
DIRECTOR:
Elise Miller
Snohomish, Washington
Email: promotions@fpsna.org
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Color
by
Numbers
AN ANALYSIS
OF FELL PONY
COLORS
PAST AND
PRESENT

It’s been a ‘colorful’ foaling season, judging from the posts
that have been made throughout social media, websites
and the like these past few weeks. Bays, greys and browns
have graced many a paddock, to several owners’ delights.
But what are the accepted fell pony colors and markings
when applying for registration of your foal? How are those
colors, and markings, defined? And after nearly 20 years of
breeding here on this continent, how do the foals born here
stack up by percentage to the color of Fell Pony foals in the
global population? Lastly, how do they compare with the
colors of decades past?
Most everyone is familiar with the four accepted colors
for full studbook registry with the Fell Pony Society (FPS):
black, grey, brown and bay. Foals that might be born another
color aside from these four (such as chestnut) would require
the pony to be registered in Section (X)1. The relevant
portion of the FPS Section (X) regulation as it pertains to
color and markings has been included in the footnotes.

SOME INTERESTING FURTHER DETAIL
ON EACH COLOR:
BLACK: In 1922, when the FPS was set up in its present
form, bay and brown ponies were very common. It was not
until the second half of the 20th century that black became
the predominant color2.

By:
Melissa Kreuzer
4

This filly shows the mousey coloration so typical in many black foals, present
at her ears, eyes, muzzle and inside her legs.

Black foals are typically born with a bit of ‘mousey’
coloration (think of a charcoal, graphite or even ashy
color), usually found at the flank, belly, back of legs, etc.
The foal coat will quickly begin to change color with the
shedding of its newborn coat, becoming either a more
reddened version as the foal moves toward the heat of
summer, or a somewhat muddied variation of black.
There is a lot of mention these days of ‘non-fading
black’ ponies. Scientifically, as of this writing, a test has
not been developed to genetically determine whether a
pony is ‘non-fading’ (sometimes termed blue black), or
‘fading’ black (red black). Although it is my belief that
there may be an underlying genetic difference in why
one pony tends to fade faster in the sun, or carry reddish
highlights in its mane and tail while another doesn’t, it
is also a very subjective difference. Many factors can
contribute to the appearance of coat color, including
how much time the pony spends in direct sunlight, the
geographic region of the world the pony lives in, the

amount of perspiration a horse produces and whether it
is rinsed off regularly, and even nutritional factors, such
as the belief that a copper deficient diet will redden a
coat unnaturally3.
GREY: The second most common color found in
Fells, (population analysis & supporting data, to follow).
The Cistercian Order, or Grey Friars, owned large
amounts of land in the Lake District from the 12th
century onward. It is believed that the grey color in the
Fell breed traces back as least as far as this time. Various
writers have suggested that the Cistercian communities
had a preference for horses of this color, but it is also
true that there seem to have been a large proportion of
horses that were white or grey in medieval times4.
Grey foals are not born grey. They are born with a
base coat color (most often black, but can be a brown or
bay base as well), which through the inheritance of the
modifier grey gene, slowly starts to lose pigmentation,
going through various stages of roaning and dappling

This colt, shown at just a few days old, has an extremely black coat (black as ink!) with no lightness in any area. This is typical of a grey foal.
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year after year. Each pony is different, but usually around
age 8 the pony appears fully white. Grey foals tend to
be born a much darker shade than normal for their
coat color. The initial appearance of white hairs occurs
with great variance, with some foals having white hairs
(especially around the eyes) nearly immediately after
birth, while others can take weeks or months! Grey
is a dominant trait, and the rate of greying is highly
variable, though some research suggests ponies with
two copies of the grey gene (a homozygous grey, which
is a possibility if two grey parents are bred to each
other), may grey at a faster rate.
Grey is also associated with the development of
melanomas, with research indicating an incidence
of 70-80% in equines over the age of 15. Most grey
melanomas are slow-growing, benign tumors that
do not significantly impact the health of the horse.
However, some melanomas do convert to malignant, or
rarely, are malignant from the onset. Further research
has indicated that 66% of grey melanomas will become
malignant. For the science behind that, both the G
allele of STX17 and the a allele of ASIP (ponies with a
black base coat as opposed to bay) are associated with
a higher melanoma incidence. However, as age is also
associated with melanoma incidence, it may be better
to think of homozygous greys (G/G) and black-based
ponies (a/a) as more likely to develop melanomas at a
younger age5.
BROWN: Brown can be a difficult color to define,
as there is no guidance, nor specification within our
registry data, to specify if the pony is an all over brown
color, or a variation called seal brown. Seal brown ponies
have lighter ‘mealy’ colored areas typically found at the
muzzle, under the eye, at the lower flank, and the lower
hind (typically in the buttocks area).
Brown ponies can be a bit chameleon-like as
youngsters, or can be very distinctively marked, as is
the case with some seal brown foals. In this author’s
experience, having foals produced from a seal brown
stallion for a number of years, seal brown can be one
of the ‘blackest’ ponies in their base coat color, many
times appearing blacker than an actual black pony!
I have also seen seal brown ponies with a base coat
that can look like burnished mahogany, and both are
acceptable as far as the standard.
BAY: Bay can also show itself in a number of ways,
from dark bays that can fool the eye, to very bright bays
you can easily pick out from across a field. No matter
the exact shade of the body color, a bay pony will always
have distinct black points (black from approximately
6

The extremely light “mealy” color at the flanks of this colt are an
indicator of seal brown color.

the “knees” down), along with a black mane and tail.
Bay foals are most often born with a distinctive ‘sandy’
or ‘fawning’ coloration found very prevalent along the
back of the legs, which over time as the pony matures,
sheds out to solid black.
When in doubt regarding the color of your foal, it
is possible to have a color genetics report run from a
sample of the pony’s DNA, for a small fee. Texas A&M
University, one such laboratory, has information and
forms online. For those interested the current web
address is: http://vetmed.tamu.edu/animalgenetics/
forms.
White markings, such as stars and small amounts
of white on the hind pasterns, have remained fairly
constant over the decades. More than half the breed
population has no white markings6. Currently, our
breed standard states “a star and/or a little white on or
below the hind fetlock is acceptable. An excess of white
markings is discouraged, but such ponies are eligible
for registration.”7 In 2011 the FPS Council made a
change to the regulation concerning white markings,

This foal was born with characteristic bay markings.

in that there is no limit to the amount of white on the
hind legs. This change applies to foals born from 2011
onward and is not to be applied retrospectively. There is
also additional language in Regulation 4.1 specifically
mentioning that a “blaze or stripe” would necessitate
Section (X) registration. The author contacted the

FPS asking for clarification on the allowance of “snip”
markings, but at the time of this writing, still had
not received official word on the Society’s position.
Hopefully, the breed standard as it is published will be
updated, as the regulation and the standard as written
are currently in conflict.

“COLOR BY NUMBERS: REGISTRY DATA”

Population figures shown as a percentage of the whole. Entire 2017 North American Fell Pony population was represented
by a total of 632 ponies (500 black, 67 grey, 21 brown, 44 bay) as compiled using FPS Stud Book data. Total population
number may include inaccuracies due to pony deaths not reported to the Society.

Now to delve into the trends in colors, where we are at
present and where the breed has been historically.
As seen above, our current population is made up

of 79% black ponies, with the next most common
color being grey, outweighing bay and brown ponies
combined.
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Registration figures shown as a percentage of the whole. 2017 foal population was
represented by a total of 25 living registered foals in North America (16 black, 3
grey, 3 brown, 3 bay), and 264 living foals outside of North America (195 black, 32
grey, 23 brown, 14 bay) as compiled from FPS Stud Book data.

The next chart shows a
comparison, side by side,
of registered Fell Pony foals
born in 2017; separating just
the North American foals
(indicated by “NA” behind the
color) from all other global foal
registrations as reported to the
FPS. The numbers behind each
color show the percentage of
foals of that color as compared
to the whole. For instance,
black foals were 74% of the
global population, versus
64% of our foals born here.
We were equal by percentage
with the number of grey foals
born worldwide, but had a
significantly larger number
of foals by percentage in the
colors bay and brown.

HAVE COLOR
TRENDS
CHANGED
MUCH IN THE
LAST DECADE,
EITHER HERE
OR ABROAD?
Overall, 2007 data seems to
indicate North America had a
preference for “color” that year,
especially grey, as 17% of our
foals that year were registered
grey, nearly three times as
many by percentage than the
rest of the world.
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Registration figures shown as a percentage of the whole. 2007 foal population was
represented by a total of 46 registered foals in North America (33 black, 8 grey,
1 brown, 4 bay), and 392 foals outside of North America (316 black, 26 grey, 42
brown, 8 bay) as compiled from FPS Stud Book data.

Yet North America has only
been actively contributing to
the Fell Pony population for
a very short time, relatively
speaking, with consistent
registrations being applied
for only over the last two
decades, roughly. Has color
and its prevalence in the
breed been changing, looking
at a more historical approach?
It is often quoted in our breed
that the majority of ponies
are black, and at least in 1988,
foal registrations showed that
was certainly true! But how
long has that been the case?
8

Soon after the turn of the
twentieth century, it was a very
different picture! Again, if we
refer to the previous quote from
the Fell Pony Society, it appears
the prevalence of brown and bay
ponies over black was historically
much more typical, at least until
the 1950’s onward.
Data seems to suggest that
for at least the last 10 years,
the preference for colors other
than black is trending upwards,
and perhaps slightly more so
in North America. But trends
have changed and changed
again over the last century
worldwide. Overall, in a breed
with a population that is already 9
small and can be challenged by
genetic diversity without careful
management, the old adage “a good horse is never a bad color” may
become more and more important to remember.
Section (X) – contains ponies that have registered and licensed sires and registered dams but are of a color other than black, brown, bay or grey and /or have an excess of white
markings. Ponies in this section may not be shown in In hand, Ridden or WHP classes at Fell Pony Society affiliated shows, but may participate in Fell Pony Society performance
events (eg dressage, driving, endurance, performance trials etc.) []Progeny of ponies in Section 3 (X) may be registered in the main section provided they conform to the breed
standard and have registered and licensed sires and registered dams. NB Section X Colts are not eligible for an FPS Stallion license.
2
http://www.fellponysociety.org.uk/about_breed.htm
3
https://www.balancedequine.com.au/nutrition-articles/9-minerals-and-coat-bleaching.html, originally published in the August - September 2010 (Vol 32 No 2) issue of Hoofbeats
magazine with the title of 'Minerals and Coat Colour'.
4
http://www.fellponymuseum.org.uk/fells/monks/monks.htm
5
Grey source information obtained from http://www.etalondx.com/grey-gene
6
http://www.fellponysociety.org.uk/about_breed.htm
7
Fell Pony Society http://www.fellponysociety.org.uk/about_breed.htm “Description of the Fell Pony”
8
1913 & 1988 foal color data found at: http://www.fellponymuseum.org.uk/fells/breed/chars.htm#colour
9
1913 & 1988 foal color data found at: http://www.fellponymuseum.org.uk/fells/breed/chars.htm#colour
1
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Ponies for Sale

*Listings are restricted to purebred Fell ponies for sale in North America by FPSNA members. Ponies must
be FPS-registered or, if current year foal, be eligible for registration with FPS in the UK.

FELL PONIES OF ALL AGES - FPS Reg. No. Pending; Foaled: 2018; PRICE: PRIVATE TREATY
Dream Hayven has been breeding the rare and stunning Fell Pony exclusively since of first foals in
2006. They have captured our hearts completely! We are expecting up to 8 foals in 2018, in addition
to young stock, older ponies and more. Contact us early for the best selection. Our Fell Ponies
are a part of our family, raised and prepared to become a cherished part of yours! All stock fully
registered & micro-chipped with the Fell Pony Society.
Contact: Melissa Kreuzer; Dream Hayven
Nashville, Tennessee, 37027, USA
Website : www.DreamHayven.com; Email : fells@dreamhayven.com

Do you have an extra hour a week? There are many wonderful things planned for
the future of FPSNA! But in order to achieve these lofty goals, we need your help. The
implementation of new programs and ideas takes many
hearts and minds to help support and promote the Fell Pony!
All positions require dependable internet access and the
ability to respond to email inquiries within 48 hours. Your donation of
time and talent is one of the most sincere ways to support Fell Ponies!
Please email chairman@fpsna.org to learn more about being a volunteer.

Volunteers
Needed

Our 2018 Extraordinary General Meeting is concluded, and the
details of the ballots received are as follows:
19 total ballots were received. 16 was the minimum needed, based
off our voting membership total of 66. (25% of voting membership
needed to participate, rounded down to the nearest whole number).
Of those 19 ballots received, 2/3 majority approval was necessary
to approve the individual resolutions. That meant a requirement of 12
votes in favor for each resolution. All resolutions passed.
The votes received were as follows:
Resolution 1: 18 in favor, 1 against; Resolution 2: All in favor;
Resolution 3: 17 in favor, 2 against; Resolution 4: 17 in favor, 2 against;
Resolution 5: 18 in favor, 1 against; Resolution 6: 18 in favor, 1 against;
Resolution 7: 18 in favor, 1 against; Resolution 8: 17 in favor, 2 against.
Now that we have concluded a successful EGM, we can follow with
our 2018 Annual General Meeting and Elections. Due to the passing
of the rezoning resolution, all positions will require new nominations
for representatives!
Thank those of you who had the available time to participate in the
management of our organization!
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2018 EGM
RESULTS

Photo Courtesy of
Drybarrows Fell Ponies

We Have NEW Zones! Not Sure Which Zone You’re In?
WA
ND

MT

MN

OR
ID

WI

SD
WY

IL

UT

CA

CO

RI

MI

IA

NE
NV

NH

OH

IN

DE
MD

WV

VA

MO
NC

TN
AZ

OK

NM

AR

MS

SC

AL
GA

TX
TX

FL
ZONE 1: 12 MEMBERS
ZONE 2: 12 MEMBERS

Check the Map
to Find Out!

ZONE 3: 11 MEMBERS

HI

ZONE 4: 9 MEMBERS
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FPSNA Stallions
LITTLETREE
BODINI

FP51308C*;License No. FP338; Foaled 2002
Color: Seal Brown; Markings: None; Current Height: 14.0hh
FPS AI Permit (y/n): Yes
Sire: Rylstone Black Knight FP50148C
Dam: Lunesdale Gypsy Rose FP2545
Melissa R. Kreuzer
Dream Hayven Farm, LLC
Lafayette, Tennessee, 37083, United States
Website : www.dreamhayven.com
Email : info@dreamhayven.com

FP70986C*;License No. FP521; Foaled 2007

LITTLETREE
Color: Brown; Markings: seal points; Current Height: 13.2 hh
LIMITED EDITION FPS AI Permit (y/n): No
Sire: Littltree Bodini FP51308C*
Dam: Greenholme Veronica FP3920
Nichole Jansen
WayPoint Carriage Ponies
14487 86th Ave
Seminole, FL, 33776, United States
Phone : 727-430-2904
Email : waypointponies@gmail.com

LUNESDALE
MERCURY

FP50926C*;License No. FP306R; Foaled 1999
Color: Grey; Markings: none; Current Height: 13.00hh
FPS AI Permit (y/n): Yes
Sire: Lunesdale Mountain Mist FP716C*
Dam: Greenholme Lorane FP2399
Elaine Dunson/Rene Bender
Fell Legend Farm
P.O. Box 31
Lincoln, California, 95648, United States
Website : www.facebook.com/pg/LunesdaleMercury
Phone : 916-205-1046
Email : elaineauburn@aol.com

LUNESDALE
WARLORD

MURTHWAITE
BOY BLUE II

STENNERSKEUGH
DANNY BOY

FP71091C*;License No . FP544; Foaled 2007
Color: Black; Markings: None; Current Height: 13.2 hh
FPS AI Permit (y/n): Yes
Sire: Greenholme Warrior FP70490C*
Dam: Lunesdale Lady Rebecca FP3455
Select Ponies International, LLC
Chesapeake City, MD, 21915, United States
Website : www.facebook.com/SelectPoniesIntl/?
ref=settings
Email : selectponies@dreamhayven.com

FP72255C*;License No . FP773; Foaled 2013
Color: Grey; Markings: None; Current Height: 12.3 hh
FPS AI Permit (y/n): Yes
Sire: Murthwaite Ice Man FP70516C*
Dam: Murthwaite Grey Bird FP4111
Select Ponies International, LLC
Chesapeake City, MD, 21915, United States
Website : www.facebook.com/SelectPoniesIntl/?
ref=settings
Email : selectponies@dreamhayven.com
FP70466C*;License No . FP426; Foaled 2004
Color: Black; Markings: None; Current Height: 13.1 hh
FPS AI Permit (y/n): Yes
Sire: Lunesdale Tarquin FP50793C*
Dam: Stennerskeugh Martha May FP2333
Melissa R. Kreuzer
Dream Hayven Farm, LLC
Lafayette, Tennessee, 37083, United States
Website : www.DreamHayven.com
Email : info@dreamhayven.com

A friendly reminder to all breeders and stallion owners:
The Fell Pony Society has regulations regarding the use of artificial insemination. Stallions must have not only a license, but also an AI permit. Stallion and mare
owners are advised to review all rules, and check with FPS for any changes/updates to these rules, BEFORE breeding. The most current version of these regulations are
reproduced below as a reference. If you have questions, please contact our registry, the Fell Pony Society (UK).
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The Fell Pony Society
ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION REGULATIONS
The following regulations govern the entry of the purebred foals got by artificial insemination into the Stud Book of the Fell Pony Society:
1. Stallions must be registered, licensed and DNA tested in accordance with the FPS Regulations governing stallion licensing and the owner of the stallion must be a
member of the Society.
2. Mares must be registered and DNA tested prior to or at the time of insemination and the owner of the mare must be a member of the Society.
3. The stallion will be issued with a permit from the Society at a prescribed fee; the Society having the right to rescind that permit where necessary at any time.
4. The mare owner participating in an AI program must return to the Society details of semen used within 28 days.
5. The following forms must be completed:
FORM A Certificate of Collection of Semen
Collection of semen must be under veterinary or suitably qualified supervision and certified by the veterinary surgeon or qualified person and the owner on the Society’s
‘Certificate of Collection of Semen’ form (to accompany the semen in the Equitainer).
FORM B Insemination Certificate (stating)
i) Veterinary certified confirmation of the insemination dates and name of inseminator.
ii) Registered name of mare and registration number.
iii) If chilled/fresh semen, signed label by veterinary surgeon stating registered name of donor stallion. If frozen semen, code number of collector and code number of
straws.
iv) Where the insemination was carried out.
Form B must be signed by a veterinary surgeon and stamped with the practice address.
6. Please ensure that:
a) Form A is completed by the veterinary surgeon or suitably qualified person and accompanies the semen in the Equitainer.
b) Form B is handed to the mare owner for completion by a veterinary surgeon.
Completed Forms A and B must accompany the application to register the foal with the Fell Pony Society.
7. The resulting live foal must be DNA and parentage tested before registration.

NEW
TRICKS
FOR THE

Older Pony
By: Kimberly Dunn

Kimberly Dunn with CopperBeech Casper

Kimberly Dunn is a trainer/breeder in Oregon who has worked with many small draft breeds including Fell
ponies, Dales, and Gypsies. She is the founder of Get Grounded Equine, a unique obstacle based groundwork program that is highly reliant on body language and a philosophy of ‘we are navigating together’.
For most horses, getting started in formal training
and structured interactions with people happens in
the first 6 years of life. Common general consensus
tells us that a horse is not fully mature until 6-7 yrs. of
age. Certainly, we are hearing more and more cautions
about starting horses too early with many circles
trending towards waiting until the horse is 4 or 5 yrs.
old. But what about the horses that have passed their
developing years and have not yet been trained? Is it
possible to successfully bring along an older horse, even
one that has entered his/her teens? Interestingly, finding
opinions and articles regarding starting too early are
becoming more and more abundant, whereas insight
into starting mature older horses is less easily found. If
it is possible to bring along an older horse, what are the
concerns, comparisons and contrasts to how we bring
along the younger ones? Some of my experiences with
older untrained horses, including several brood mares,
may be helpful for others who are about to take on this
challenge.
Personally, for the past 5 years, I have had multiple
opportunities to start older horses with an age range of
7-15yrs. Some stories were very successful and I was
pleased with the progress made. Other stories ended
with very little progress with clear signals that the

challenges would be more time consuming and costly
than what made sense. Just in the last year, I sent home
early 2 broodmares (9 and 13 yr.) because they were
struggling to fully partner. It wasn’t that I felt either
mare was a hopeless case, but rather a long steady haul
that was going to get expensive for my clients. But not
all older broodmares have been this way, needing slow
and steady. I successfully brought along a 15 yr. Dales
brood and my daughter successfully worked with a 13
yr. Icelandic brood.
So what does it take, what are the necessary
components in bringing an older horse into our
world, our structure? Well, first you need to make a
hard analysis of the individual horse’s history and life
experiences. You also need to educate yourself on horses
that have matured naturally with very little influence
and molding from people. Lastly, you will need to
be open to developing a plan where you may need to
develop a method and approach that is different than
what might be used on a young developing horse. The
mature horse will quite often be less malleable in his/
her personality and quite often set in his/her ways. This
doesn’t mean the older horse is void of teachability. It
just may mean you have to be more patient and creative
to set interested motivation in motion.
13

Let’s first look at proper analysis of the individual
horse. You will want to know just how much time and
how often that horse has spent with people. Then, how
much of that time was structured or in a manner where
the horse had to take a lot of direction from people?
Typically, personality and temperament will be more set
and less able to be formed or shaped. You will need to do
a lot of testing and experimenting, meaning interactions
outside of what is normal for the horse to find out about
his/her personality. One of the broodmares I worked
with was described by her owner as ‘knowing nothing
but kindness’. Well certainly, an abused older horse
will pose lots of challenge. But a 13 yr. brood who has
never experienced the pressures of structure, and daily
requests from people may get hostile or resentful when
it is presented. Other things to consider would be the
amount of time the horse has spent with or without
other horses. The naturally developing horse brain
learns to consider and focus on the other members of
his/her group. Responsibility to the group becomes a
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big part of their job and their function. The process
of an older horse learning an alternate job, with new
responsibilities may take substantially more time
than a younger horse who has not yet developed full
responsibility for others.
Surely, most of us know the stress and adjustment
involved in learning a new job and building relationships
with co-workers. It’s no different for the older horse.
Understanding their history will help you make good
projections on what they will easily embrace and what
may take more time. An older individual that has grown
and learned to be herd focused as their main job may
benefit from learning with a mentor horse present
during sessions. A good mentor will be one that knows
the routine, the job and can just be present without too
much distraction. At some point, when the horse has a
better understanding of you and structure, the mentor
can be minimized or eliminated. Weaving the bond for
a horse that has already woven a solid sense of bonding
with mates is possible but challenging.

Older horses, especially broodmares, will benefit from having a quiet
mentor present during the beginning stages of training.

Bonding and building rapport with an older horse in starting simply for your first few sessions. Then, with
a structured way may take more steps and time than a each consecutive session, add a little more complexity
younger horse. Just because your older horse greets you or length to the path. In the first few sessions, you can
at the gate, stands nicely for maintenance, and is overall start out with the most basic type of movement which is
friendly, does not mean you have the bond and rapport forward. All of your intent is to create a sense of mutual
necessary to build a working relationship. I had a very navigation, that you are working from a starting point and
quiet, calm, and gentle broodmare that was brought to ending at a target point. When you have arrived together
me to be started. She was picked by her owner for these at the end or target point, be sure to praise or reward so
qualities and the owner suspected she would make a good the horse gains motivation to work with you. Some good
working trail horse. After several weeks of bonding, using forms of praise/rewards are treats, while others use body
rapport building methods, I began to add components language, notable changes in pressure or energy, and/or
for saddle preparation and long line driving. Quickly this peace and relaxation. Personally, I find good success with
mare drew the line on her commitment to me, fading her a notable let down of my energy, exhaling, touching in
willingness to engage and
conjunction with words such
show interest in what I had
as ‘thank you’.
to offer. During sessions
The key is being consistent
where I began to ask for
with the pattern of: 1.
more, her calm quiet
Suggesting/asking to move
demeanor turned to drama
together with a target in mind.
and disconnection. She
2. Keeping the energy and
needed way more time to
influence in accordance with
develop a pattern of being
the mindset of you are doing/
with me where I needed
moving together. 3. Being clear
to find ways to engage her
and consistent when the target
and keep her motivated.
is reached to reward/praise
Older horses typically do
giving the horse motivation to
have more skill at being
do a little more next time. If
focused, but less skill in
you are traveling on a trail or
taking the suggestions of
an open space, setting step 1 is
others. They are often less
simply done by finding a target
open and curious about
that is roughly 15-20 seconds
Broodmare started under saddle at 10 yrs.
new things. Horses that
of walking ahead of you. It
have grown and developed
could be a sign, a garbage can,
their own framework of confidence, may not find a stump, anything. Once your horse begins to catch
necessity or interest in a new one. So how do we break on, you can add some form of interaction to the target
through and motivate these types to consider us and such as drop head and smelling or walking around the
consider our influence?
target. The simplicity builds to complexity as you add
So far, the types of interactions I have found to bring more challenging tasks such as backing, stepping over,
most success in motivating the older horse to engage sidepass, or standing for a longer period without moving
are those that involve mutual navigation: moving as you find your horse appropriately ready. Also look for
together via hiking, walking and obstacles. This is adding more distance and time between each target to
quite often a familiar activity that horses do with each help build their attention span/focus with you.
other. Starting with something they are already familiar
My suggestions for building rapport and bonding are
with and building on it is a good place to start. Hikes/ really no different than what I would do with younger
walks in groups with mentors or other horses are easily horses, other than the possible time frame involved in
understood by the older horse. If you have trails or large solidifying these concepts with the older ones. Remember,
open spaces where you can do this is ideal. If not, you we are talking about horses that have gone a very long
can create a similar sense of ‘moving together’ in and time with very limited experiences with people. Creating
around your barn/arena. Add simple obstacles such as a sense of navigation, discovery and problem solving
poles, gates, barrels to start a concept of moving and with people for an older horse may take more time and
solving problems together. Create a basic path of travel patience.
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As you add more components of long line work or
backing for saddle, try introducing them a bit slower
and utilize the same 3 steps suggested for mutual navigation. Don’t add too many new components or concepts at once. Be sure to keep the new things you add in
the session as part of the pattern sequence that they are
already very familiar with. Creating consistent pattern
sequences of learning can be very helpful for horses that
are stressed, lack trust, or are just plain unmotivated
and difficult to engage. The concept involves starting
with what is familiar and
comfortable for the horse with regard to his/her movement, position and relationship to the movement, position and experience of other things. Breaking tasks or
subjects of things the horse needs to learn into bite sized
steps is how you begin a sequence pattern of learning.
In your first session, you only offer a few bites (steps). In
the second session, you start from the beginning of the
sequence repeating what they know and then adding a
few more bites. 3rd session, again repeating the same
sequence but adding more new bites. Through this process, the horse begins to learn that you can be trusted,
will help them understand and will not overwhelm
them. In the beginning I pick simple, non-threatening
taskssuch as getting them used to being touched all over
by an object such as a rope. Take note: It’s quite likely
your horse would be just fine if you did all the steps in
one session getting to the end result with ease. But the
goal is to teach and show them you create consistent, familiar and reliable patterns that give them comfort and
expectation for what you will add each session.
Let me give a more complex example of this ‘pattern
sequence’ idea I’m suggesting. Let’s say you have several
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barrels (4-5) set up randomly in a pen suitable for riding
and your preparing to move with your horse under saddle for the first time. This means your horse is already
very comfortable being saddled and moving around
with the saddle secure. The horse is already familiar
with you mounting, bearing your weight at a stand, and
dismounting. Your target is a few steps forward while
mounted to one of the barrels. If you have already created a pattern in-hand by leading the horse to each barrel and giving consistent reward/praise, you can easily
add the component of ‘let’s do it now while carrying the
human’. Most likely, there is enough familiarity in pattern sequence that the horse can focus on what is new
without feeling overwhelmed. Keeping a constant check
on putting too much at once on the older horse is very
important as they can easily decide your ideas are just
not worth the trouble.
Working with older horses can be very rewarding
and certainly benefits their long term future. For the
Fell pony, having as many older ones brought along to
their maximum abilities is important. With so few Fell
ponies out there, each one bears a certain measure of
responsibility in representing the breed. As breeders
and owners, it is our responsibility that each pony has
the best chances at being valued and desired by others
should we no longer have the ability to care for them.
Their future is greatly reliant on how well they handle
and understand relationships with people. Not all older
ponies may need to ever have a drastic change in their
job description. But, making time to bring all along to
some level of understanding and consistency with people is better than nothing.
Best wishes for you and your ponies!

9 yr. gelding and his mentor take an outing/hike on trails w/ obstacles.

News from Illinois: ZONE 3
In January, Hardenberg Kronprinz Olaf traveled to the
east coast where he is now living in a glorious barn, with
a huge pasture to roam with his new owner Karen. We are
thrilled to hear how much she loves him and is looking
forward to beginning their riding career together. As a
breeder, nothing is more rewarding than to hear back
from your pony’s owners how happy they are with their
new partner. It’s what keeps us going through all the hard
times.
In March, we attended the Illinois Horse Fair. Although
attendance was down due to the colosseum being closed,
our ponies still put on a great show! This year we took
Mustahevonen Rheghed’s Lemon Drop, Lownthwaite
Hazel and Highbrook Young Master, they all did a
marvelous job. Lemon Drop was shown western while
Hazel was showing in dressage. Master was lead up and
down the aisles to show him off and let everyone see the
quiet temperament of this breed. We are so very pleased
with our herd. It was an honor to share this breed with
more people!
Breeding is definitely not for the faint of heart… Just
one short month later, on April 3rd, Will went to put hay
out and check water for our Fell mares. He found Lemon
Drop had very prematurely delivered a still born gorgeous
black filly. Our hearts once again are broken. We had
a necropsy done, with all looking fine in regards to the
foal’s development. Our vet recommends we take Lemon
Drop to the University of Illinois for further testing to try
to determine what happened.
Meanwhile, we are anxiously awaiting the arrival of our
2018 foal out of Lownthwaite Hazel by Littletree Bodini.
Jenni, Tristan and Jayden are in the barn numerous times
a day to check on Hazel. This June we installed a wireless
camera so we can keep tabs on her 24/7, while we are at
work and in the middle of the night! This is going to be
one gorgeous, people loving, hardworking pony. Did I
mention gorgeous?!? Be sure to follow us on facebook so
you can see this sweet lil foal!
Best Wishes to You and Your Ponies!
The Moser Family
Hardenberg Feathered Horse Farm
Gilson, IL
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News from Colorado: ZONE 4

OUTWALKED!

Perhaps like us here at Willowtrail Farm, you’re
experiencing a very hot, dry summer. The cold and
snow of winter are a distant memory. For my farm
news, then, I thought you might enjoy this story I
wrote back in January called “Outwalked!”
It was one of those winter mornings when my chore
pony’s coat hadn’t yet seen enough sun to rid itself of
the previous night’s snow. She still needed exercising,
though, so we began our walk down the driveway side
by side instead of me on top of her. It didn’t take long
before she had outwalked me.
By outwalking me, I mean she had gotten ahead
of me to the extent that the lead rope would allow. I
keep the rope pretty loose, so she was in front of me
by about three feet. I tried to speed up, but she’s a good
walker, so eventually I turned her in a circle around
me to bring her alongside me again. There’s a reason
why we both prefer doing chores with me on top of
her; I don’t slow her down that way!
When I got my first Fell Pony, my mentor had me
hand-walk her somewhere, saying, “She’s a fast walker.
You want to walk at her speed, not slow her down.
You don’t want her to learn to walk slow. A fast walk
is too valuable to lose.” My chore pony is that pony’s
daughter. She obviously inherited her mother’s good
walk.
Riding my chore pony of late I’ve really noticed her
good walk. It’s an important characteristic of the Fell

Pony breed, of course, since when the ponies were in
the packhorse trade, they needed to move along at
a good speed at the walk to make the distance they
needed to make each day. It’s one of the groundcovering gaits the breed is known for.
A few years ago we took pack ponies over Burn Moor
in the Lake District. Upon our return to our bed-andbreakfast, our host asked why we’d walked the ponies
rather than ridden them. There were several reasons
for our choice on that day, but it would have perhaps
been more authentic to have ridden a pony and led
a pony. It would take a special pair of human legs to
keep pace with a string of Fell Ponies walking.
Back here at home, the day was mostly sunny, so
by the time late-day chores came around, my chore
pony’s coat was ice-free. There was no question where
I was going to be on our trip down the driveway this
time, and I enjoyed marveling again at the speed of
her walk from a mounted position. This winter we
need the snow, so I can’t really complain about having
been outwalked because of my pony’s icy coat in the
morning. It just makes me more thankful for that good
walk when I can experience it from on top!
Best wishes for normal weather from all of us here
at Willowtrail Farm.
Jenifer Morrissey
Willowtrail Farm, Gould, CO

My January 2018 chore pony
Willowtrail Wild Rose.
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News from New York: ZONE 1
We are having a blast here at Angel Meadow Farm!!! Our first show was a huge success our adult amateur Cindy
Smith rider brought home a 1st and a 2nd on Stonecreek Black Pearl!! Our junior rider Gracie Ruzzo had quite
the weekend too! Winning 1st place in all of her classes two which were on Willowtrail Black Robin and one on
Stonecreek Black Pearl! We are extremely excited to see what the rest of the season brings for our amazing team!
Anita Castricone
Angel Meadow Farm , Ballston Spa, NY

Cindy & Pearl

Gracie & Pearl

Gracie & Beau
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News from Tennessee: ZONE 3
Hard to believe half of 2018 is well behind us,
as this year has been a whirlwind from the very
beginning and shows no sign of slowing down. I was
thrilled to receive the official word from the Fell Pony
Society in early January that I was accepted onto the
2018 FPS Approved Panel of Judges! By this I am
humbled, honored, and extremely excited! We now
Dream Hayven Herd in June
have two qualified judges in North America, and I
hope that this, in time, will help us institute our own
regional showing opportunities. For anyone breeding Fell Ponies, the knowledge gained through the process of the
Probationer Judges Scheme is worth far more than can ever be communicated. For this I am extremely grateful to
the Society.
As we were challenged last year, so have we been rewarded this season. I am thankful to Mother Nature that
she remembered our disappointments in 2017, as she has given us a bountiful foal crop this year! Every mare had
a successful and safe foaling, and that is the greatest gift a breeder can hope for. One special colt, DreamHayven
Damascus (“Steele”), a grey from Stennerskeugh Danny Boy out of DreamHayven Avalon Mist (Littletree Bodini),
gave us a unique challenge in that he simply would not nurse from his dam. Try as we might, none of the protocols
for this situation were successful in getting him to drink from anything but a bucket. So, for the first time ever, I
really was a ‘Fell Pony mom’! It is a great deal of work, with feedings required every two hours around the clock at
the beginning, gradually reducing in frequency as he attained his weekly ‘birthdays’. We have just now reduced to
four feedings a day, and by having three of us available for milk duty, we all made it through with a lesser degree of
sleeplessness than can be expected! Steele, miraculously, never gave us a moment’s worry, as he went day after day
with an unending appetite and perfect health in every way.
As this summer comes to a close, I hope all of you that have been working in this extreme heat, along with your
ponies, finally get some relief!
													 Melissa Kreuzer
Dream Hayven Farm. Lafayette, TN
DreamHayven Damascus
(“Steele”) at the clinic.
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DreamHayven Damascus
(“Steele”) at seven
weeks old.
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News from Rhode Island: ZONE 1
Lady Bug Stables has had a exciting year so far! We welcomed a beautiful filly on June 14th out of our very first
Fell Pony foal we had born on our farm, Lady Liberty!! Liberty has been a exceptional mother it’s like she has done
this a dozen times! Faith, who is sired by Littletree Limited Edition, has a lot of personality, and is always running
and jumping around in the field with that “look what I can do” attitude.
We would also like to say a BIG congratulations to our long time client Laurie Bosio on the purchase of Fell Pony
stallion, Hinter!! Laurie is now the proud owner of two Hinter daughters Harmony and Trinity. Needless to say she
“Fell” in love with this breed, and as we all know it’s hard to have just one. We are excited to see what the future will
bring for Laurie and her ponies!

Laurie Bosio
and Hinter
Liberty
and Faith

Faith
Faith
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Mary Longsdon, MBE and the

Bewcastle Fell Pony Stud

Bewcastle Beacon, Bouquet, and Bonny winning a Mountain & Moorland Progeny class
at a National Pony Society show in the 1970’s. (Photo courtesy of Mary Longsdon )

By Jenifer Morrissey
Note from the Editor: In honor of the memory of Miss Mary Longsdon, MBE we are sharing the first ever
Breeder Profile which was originally published in The Fell Pony Express in Winter 2007.
We hope you enjoy reading about the Bewcastle Fell Pony Stud!
This is the first in a series of spotlight articles about long- everyone’s point of view without wasting time.”3
time UK breeders of Fell Ponies. FPSNA is pleased to feature
the Chairman of the Fell Pony Society in this first article, EARLIEST MEMORIES OF FELL PONIES
shortly after Miss Longsdon’s investiture of her MBE.1
When Miss Longsdon was a child, she was evacuated
to Cumbria during the war. Her aunt had a field that
CHAIRMAN OF THE FPS
adjoined Crookabeck, the Charlton’s family farm in
Mary Longsdon MBE is the Chairman of the Fell Pony Patterdale. Miss Longsdon took daily walks to see the
Society, our mother society and registry in Great Britain. Linnel ponies. Also, her grandfather told a story of an
The
uncle in Bewcastle who bred Fell Ponies. Miss Longsdon
Chairman is elected by the Council to lead the later named her stud Bewcastle in honor of this distant
organization. Miss Longsdon has been on the FPS relative. (Bewcastle Jock shows up in the pedigree of The
Council for 22 years and joined when it was rare for Mikado in Volume VI of the National Pony Society stud
anyone outside Cumbria to be involved with Fell Ponies. book, which gives him a foal date prior to 1889. Bewcastle
Mr. Bob Charlton, ho served as chairman of FPS for five Jock’s son is named Black Jock. There is a Black Jock in all
years, recently called Miss Longsdon ‘the best chairman pedigrees of modern day Fell Ponies.4) Miss Longsdon
in the history of the society; she had served on Council now shares the Bewcastle prefix with
for many years and he admired the way she was able to her former neighbors Richard and Michael Goddard.
run things, sort the wheat from the chaff and listen to Michael intends to carry on breeding.
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BEWCASTLE FELL PONIES
Miss Longsdon bought her first pony, Dene Beauty
Belle, in 1966. She was ‘a right sweetie with a lovely walk.’
She found Belle when Mr. Roy Charlton recommended
she contact Mrs. Newall of the Dene stud. Miss Longsdon
currently has five ponies at home, including Bewcastle
Boy Blue whom she recently rode on the Mary Townley
Loop in the Pennines. ‘Blue gets on well with other
ponies and is an easy ride. He has the same wonderful
temperament as his sire Waverhead Prince II.’ Blue won’t
be home for long though. Her Majesty the Queen was
recently in search of a riding pony as all of hers are in use
by others, and Blue was nominated for the job. He will be
on his way to Windsor before you read this article!
Miss Longsdon enjoys showing in hand and breeding.
She has also competed successfully in FEI driving,
including driving pairs of her own breeding. Miss
Longsdon’s breeding objective is to produce ponies that
are up to standard, having a mid-range of type with lots
of bone but without sacrificing movement. ‘The art of it
is to get movement and bone.’ She is ‘keen on movement’
because of her interest in driving.
Miss Longsdon suggested patience as the most
important advice to overseas breeders. ‘Don’t rush into
buying the first pony you see.’ Also, ‘let them grow slowly.
Ponies don’t show themselves well until they are six years
old.’ And for others like her that aren’t able to raise their
Fells in their native environment, she suggests not to let
them grow too quickly by overfeeding. ”They don’t need
much, just good grass in summer and good hay in winter.”
THE SOUTHERN SHOW
Of particular interest to North American Fell Pony
enthusiasts is Miss Longsdon’s instrumental role in the
creation of the Southern Breed Show. The Southern Show,
in its 19th year in 2007, was the first Fell Pony Society
Show to be held outside Cumbria. The FPS Council was
initially resistant to the idea, saying the show wasn’t
necessary. At the time, ponies were only beginning to be
sold outside Cumbria. There were just thirteen classes in
the first show; now there are 32.
As we begin to organize showing opportunities here
in North America, Miss Longsdon offered the following
advice: if we will be organizing within the context of
Mountain and Moorland shows, she suggested that Fellonly classes be offered. She also stressed the importance
of a judge qualified to judge the class. She suggested
that FPSNA offer rosettes at these classes. Finally, she
suggested, since people will have to travel a long way for
a show, make it worth their while to stay for a few days
by offering other activities -- stud visits or trail rides for
instance.

Mary Longsdon and Bewcastle Boy Blue
“outside our village pub, aptly called
‘The Packhorse’” in Summer, 2007.
(Photo courtesy of Mary Longsdon)

What is an MBE?

MBE stands for ‘Member of the British
Empire’ one of the five ranks of chivalry of
the Order of the British Empire. King George
V created the Order in 1917 as a way to
honor the many non-military,
non-civilservants who served during the
First World
War in non-combatant roles. The Order
includes both military and civilian divisions.
The British monarch appoints the members
of the order, on advice from the government.2
FPSNA’s members send their
congratulations to Fell Pony Society
Chairman Mary Longsdon on the receipt of
her MBE. It is well earned!
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THE MBE
Miss Longsdon’s investiture of her Member of the British Empire came as a complete surprise. There is an application
process which was undertaken by the Fell Pony Society
on her behalf. Even her sister knew but didn’t let on. Letters that came first from Downing Street and then from
Buckingham Palace were her first indication of the coming honor. She thought first that the letters were from
the government agency (DEFRA) that oversees matters
related to pony registries about new regulations! While
the application process can sometimes take a couple of
years, Miss Longsdon’s award came quickly, likely due to
Her Majesty the Queen’s role as patron of the Fell Pony
Society.
TEAMWORK
When discussing her MBE, Miss Longsdon routinely
states that the award belongs to the Society and its members, not just to her. She credits life with her father, a

clergyman, for her beliefs in this regard. ‘Everyone came
through the
house, and they were all treated equally and treated well.
No one was more important.’
‘With age you take yourself less seriously. You’re more
inclined to get along and work together. I’m terribly keen
on this. FPS is run on voluntary work. It’s about the ponies. We’re all batting on the same side.’
‘The other thing that I don’t think I have stressed
enough is what marvelous times I have had with the ponies and all the splendid people I have met, and indeed
am still meeting. I am so grateful. Aren’t we all the lucky
ones?’
As Mr. Charlton stated at the Fell Pony Society’s Annual General Meeting in April, Miss Longsdon ‘had been
a member of the British Empire for a very long time, but
this had now been recognized by Her Majesty the Queen’5
We are all fortunate to have Miss Longsdon at the helm of
the Fell Pony Society.

Bewcastle Blythe and Bewcastle Bathsheba
(Photo courtesy of Mary Longsdon )
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Mary Longsdon driving Bewcastle Bouquet and Bewcastle Beckstone through
the river at Lowther Driving Trials in the late 1980’s.
(Photo courtesy of Mary Longsdon )

1 All direct quotes from Miss Longsdon are from an interview conducted October 12, 2007 by Jenifer Morrissey or a
letter from Miss Longsdon in review of this article.
2 excerpted from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_British_Empire
3 “Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Fell Pony Society,” The Fell Pony Society Magazine, Autumn 2007,
Volume 16, p. 21.
4 National Pony Society Volume VI is contained in Fell Pony Stud Book Registrations 1898-1980, compiled by Clive
Richardson, The Fell Pony Society. Information on Bewcastle Jock in modern Fell pedigrees courtesy of raresteeds.com Fell
Pony Pedigree Information Service.
5 “Minutes, etc.”, p. 22.
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FPSNA Breeders
ANGEL MEADOW
FARM FELL PONIES

BLACK
PONY FARM

DAKOTA
FELL

DARK HORSE
FARMS

DREAM HAYVEN
FARM, LLC

Contact: Kimberly Dunn
38881 Hwy. 58
Dexter, Oregon, 97431
United States
Website : www.fiddleheadpony.com
Email : hayinabag@yahoo.com
Phone : 541-915-8665

Contact: Anita M. Castricone
491 Devils Lane
Ballston Spa, NY, 12020
United States
Website : Angelmeadowfells.com
Email : angelmeadowfells@aol.com
Phone : 518-221-9554

FIDDLEHEAD
FARM

Contact: John Rutledge
26505 Rd N
Cortez, Colorado, 81321
United States
Website : www.blackponyfarm.com
Email : john@blackponyfarm.com
Phone : 951-662-4143

HARDENBERG
FEATHERED HORSE
FARM

Contact: Will & Jenni Moser
Gilson, Illinois, 61436
United States
Website : www.hfhfarm.com
Email : hfhfarm@gmail.com

Contact: Richard and Lori Kruthoff
20097 Higgins Gulch Road
Spearfish, SD, 57783
United States
Website : www.dakotafell.com
Email : Lori_Welbig@hotmail.com

LADY BUG STABLES
FELL PONIES

Contact: Jessica Viveiros O’Donnell
193 Brayton Road
Tiverton, Rhode Island, 02878
United States
Website : www.facebook.com/LBstables
Email : LBstables1@gmail.com
Phone : 401-418-2106

Contact: Wendy Patterson
Hartly, DE, 19953
United States
Website : www.darkhorsefellpony.com
Email : darkhorsefarms@aol.com
Phone : 302-233-2086

Contact: Melissa R. Kreuzer
Lafayette, Tennessee, 37083
United States
Website : www.dreamhayven.com
Email : fells@dreamhayven.com

MOONLIT
FELL PONY
FARM

SIRENSONG
FARM

Contact: Elise Miller;
Snohomish, WA, 98290, United States
Website : www.moonlitfellponies.com
Email : moonlitmiller@gmail.com

Contact: Robyn Mewszel
125 S. Main #345
McAlester, OK 74501
United States
Email: sirensongfarm@gmail.com
Phone: 918-424-9002

Only FPSNA members residing in North America may advertise in the FPSNA Breeders & Stallions lists.
Note that stallions breeding via artificial insemination must possess a valid FPS A.I. Permit in addition to the Stallion License.
DNA-testing with parentage verification is also required for foals bred by AI. Please see FPS A.I. regulations for more information.
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SOUTHMOORE
FARMS

Contact: Kimberly Owens
1041 Scott Rd.
Coldwater , Mississippi, 38618
United States
Email : mokr@bellsouth.net
Phone : 901-212-2034

FPSNA Breeders
WILLOWTRAIL
FARM

Contact: Jenifer Morrissey
P.O. Box 1034
Walden, Colorado, 80480
United States
Website : www.fellponiescolorado.com
Email : workponies@frii.com
Phone : 970 723 4316

Only FPSNA members residing in North America may advertise in the FPSNA Breeders & Stallions lists.
Note that stallions breeding via artificial insemination must possess a valid FPS A.I. Permit in addition to the Stallion License.
DNA-testing with parentage verification is also required for foals bred by AI. Please see FPS A.I. regulations for more information.

A Word From Your

Council Members

ZONE 1
Zone1Rep@fpsna.org

ZONE 2
Melissa Kreuzer
Zone2Rep@fpsna.org
ZONE 3
Zone3Rep@fpsna.org
ZONE 4
Terie Overbey
Zone4Rep@fpsna.org
ZONE 5:
Zone5Rep@ fpsna.org

Greetings from Zone 4! I hope all of our members
are having a prosperous 2018 and spending lots of
time with their ponies! Summer is certainly in full
swing here in Zone 4, and it’s getting difficult to
beat the heat while finding time to work with our
Fells. I hope everyone takes precautions, not just
for their ponies, but for themselves, as they battle
the summer sun.
We’ve had a great year so far here in Zone 4 with
shows, parades, and recreational activities. I hope
all of you are enjoying FPSNA’s new Recreational
Pony Program as much as I am!
Earlier this year, FPSNA had the opportunity
to contribute vital information on Fell Ponies to
the Endangered Equine Summit held in College Station, Texas. Unfortunately,
due to illness, I was unable to attend the summit in person as planned, but I did
get to meet up with a fellow Summit participant at a horse show in April. She
represented the Cleveland Bay Horse, and loved meeting a Fell Pony in person for
the first time. We have stayed in touch, and are planning to meet with other rare
breed representatives in the region to brainstrom ways to spread the word about
all of our unique breeds!
I am thrilled to welcome all of our new members to Zone 4, and as always,
feel free to contact me if there is anything I do to help enhance your membership
experience. I wish all of our members a safe and fun filled summer, and look
forward to seeing what the Fall season has in store for our fantastic Fells!
Terie Overbey
Zone 4 Representative
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Saddle Fit

Does It Really Matter?
By:Terie Overbey

Whether you are galloping your pony down the
beach, trekking through the forest, or trotting down the
centerline, you are most likely using a saddle to aid in
your riding pursuits. With all of the different styles of
saddles available on the market today, how do you know
which one to choose? How does that choice influence
you as a rider, and even more importantly, your pony’s
way of going?
While many disciplines use a specific style of saddle
(i.e. dressage, cutting, reining, jumping), all have
something in common: the way they fit you and
your pony. A poorly fitted saddle can not only be
uncomfortable for your pony, but it can lead to long term
damage, both mentally and physically. When speaking to
equine professionals, owners that experience behavioral
or training issues are often told to check three things
first: a pony’s teeth, hooves, and saddle fit. All three have
a significant impact on a pony’s overall health and affect
their ability to perform at their best.
A saddle is no better than its foundation, and that
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foundation is the saddle tree. There are many exquisitely
beautiful saddles on the market, but at the end of the day,
if the tree does not fit your pony, all you are left with is a
pretty saddle that is essentially useless in your equestrian
pursuits. You wouldn’t walk around in a pair of shoes that
don’t fit you, so why should your pony attempt to work
for you in a saddle that doesn’t fit? The fit of the tree needs
to be compatible with the pony, not only when standing,
but even more importantly, when in motion. A tree can
appear to fit while the pony is standing still, but may not
fit as well when the pony moves due to the motion of the
pony’s back muscles. The motion of those muscles varies
as the pony changes gaits, travels over different terrain,
or performs various athletic maneuvers. An excellent
example of this is the need for a crupper. A crupper keeps
a saddle from moving forward. If you put your saddled
pony on a line and ask it to trot or you mount your pony
and ask it to trot and your saddle begins “crawling”
up your pony’s neck, your saddle does not fit properly.
Putting a crupper on the pony will keep the saddle back

in the correct position, but it does not
correct the fundamental issues that cause
the saddle to move. Instead, the pony is
forced to work in tack that pinches or rubs.
Many saddles are made with the low
point of the seat at the corner of the cantle,
which is behind the balance of the pelvis.
This puts the rider out of alignment,
forcing the hips to roll backward and the
rider’s center of balance to be behind the
pony’s center of balance. When the hip is in
this position, it causes the rider’s knees and
feet to turn outward, using the back of the
leg rather than the inside of the thigh and
calf. Sitting in this position also straightens
the arch in the lower back which can cause
fatigue. A saddle that places the low point
of the seat in the proper place, remains full
at the corners of the cantle, and is concave
will allow the hip to roll slightly forward,
bringing the rider into alignment with
the horse by moving his center of balance
forward. This also puts the legs into better
position to maintain a natural curvature to
the spine, giving the rider a sense of sitting
in the saddle rather than on it.
A pony has eighteen ribs, thus eighteen
thoracic vertebrae. This starts at the
break of the withers and continues to
the first lumbar vertebrae. The vertical
processes of vertebrae T1 through T10
form the withers. These vertebrae tend
to slope toward the rear. The height of
these vertebrae increase from T1 through
T4 with T5 and T6 forming the crest of
the withers. T7 through T10 decrease
progressively in height toward the base
of the withers. As the vertebrae continue
toward the center of the back, they become
more vertical until T14, where they process
is vertical. As they continue past T14, they
tend to tip slightly forward to T18, where
the thoracic vertebrae end and the lumbar
vertebrae begin; this is the weakest point of
the pony’s back.
With the skeleton forming the structural
framework of the pony’s body, the muscles
provide the motion. The major muscle
groups in the back that pertain to the fit
of the saddle tree are spinalis, longissimus
dorsi, posterior trapezius, the latissimus

This saddle is too narrow. Notice how it
perches on top of the withers.

The bars of this saddle do not align with the back of this pony. The rear pads of the bars will
dig in causing considerable pressure points, especially once the weight of a rider is added.

The narrow width of this saddle allows
no room for the scapula to rotate back
as the pony moves.
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This saddle is too wide.
Notice how the pomel sits
low on top of the withers.

Because this saddle is too wide, it sits low on the withers causing the cantle to pop up in the
back. The flocking (which is similar to the bars of a Western Saddle) does not follow the shape
of the pony’s back.

The wide width of this saddle will cause pressure and
rubs because it does not sit up off of the withers.
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dorsi, and the gluteus. These muscles
attach to the shoulder blade, or scapula,
the spine and continue to the hip and
across the loin area. A pony moves by
the contraction of certain muscles, which
when working in unison, move the bones
of the skeleton to pull the body over the
foot. As this happens, the shoulder blade
swivels with the motion of the foreleg. The
pivot point is below the top of the scapula.
As the foreleg moves forward, the top of
the scapula, which is cartilage, moves
backwards. As the appropriate muscles
contract pulling the pony’s body forward
over his foot, they tend ot bulge behind
the withers in the front of the saddle tree
bar. At the same time, the opposite hind
leg moves forward in a diagonal stride.
This causes the saddle bar to rise slightly
in the rear, as the opposite toe of the bar
comes in contact with the bulging muscle
behind the withers. A bar that is too
straight or doesn’t have enough flare, or
has inadequate rock, will put pressure on
this muscle. Most ponies respond to this
pressure by shortening their stride and not
walking out well.
Prolonged use of an ill-fitting saddle can
cause bruising, dry spots, white hair, and
saddle sores. If the tree is not compatible
with the pony, and rocks or bridges, or if
the bars are too long for the conformation
of the pony (something common with
Fells due to their compact build), problems
will occur. A rider sitting out of balance,
or sitting behind the vertical, can load
the back of the bar, causing the center of
weight to be shifted back, forcing the pony
to carry this weight on the lumbar spine
where the support is muscular and not
skeletal. This causes the back muscles to
tire. When this happens, it creates pain
for the pony…his back will hollow, and
his head will rise. Sometimes a rider, not
realizing the cause of the problem, will tie
the pony’s head down, thereby creating
more discomfort for the pony. A tree can
fit the pony properly, but the pony can still
suffer from a sore back caused by an outof-balance rider.
It is important to remember that as

a pony’s foreleg moves forward, the top of the scapula in the back. In this situation, collection becomes almost
moves backward and the muscle bulges, putting pressure impossible. In addition the rider also loses the natural
against the toe of the bar. To accommodate for this, the curve to their spine and will experience a sore back.
flair to the front of the
Another
common
bar needs to start at the
problem is that the saddle
This saddle fits. Notice that it sits level on the
back of the front pad and
is positioned too far
pony’s back with not rock or pinching.
increase toward the toe. It
forward on top of, rather
should not just flair at the
than behind, the withers.
front edge. This provides
This props the saddle up,
a flat surface against the
tipping it to the rear and
shoulder, reducing the
causing pressure at the
edge pressure. Placing a
tail of the bar, as well as
tree on the pony’s back,
loading and pinching the
the 14th vertebrae should
withers.
be slightly behind the rear
As stated earlier, the
stirrup leather groove and
tree can be a good fit for
in alignment or close to
the pony, and it can still
the center of the length of
develop a sore back if the
the bar. Theoretically, the
rider is not balanced in
distance from the center
proper position. Being
of the bar to the center
aware that the balance
of the stirrup leather
point for most ponies is in
slot should be equal to
alignment with the 14th
the distance behind this
vertebrae; this ideally
center measurement to a
should align with the
point directly under the
center of the saddle bar,
rider’s pelvis where the
and the rider should be
seat bones are located.
balanced in relation to
This is good in theory
this point. It is the job of
and will be close in trees
a good saddle maker to
with a 15 to 16 ½ inch
form the ground seat in
The bars of this saddle are made for this pony’s back allowing it
follow the pony’s shape . There rear pads of the bars do not dig in,
Western seat, but may not
the saddle to position the
even
when
the
rider
is
mounted.
be the case with long or
rider over this point.
short seated saddles, or
Many Fell Ponies are
with ponies that are not
stoic and mask their
the right size for the saddle
discomfort, while others
tree. The ground seat
will attempt to evade the
should be made in such
pain caused by a poorly
a way as to support the
fitted saddle by bucking,
rider’s hip and center him
rearing, rushing downhill,
over this balance point.
or running out from
Seats that form a pocket
under the rider while
at the cantle will force
being mounted. Even
the rider’s pelvis to rotate
something as simple as
backward into this low
refusal do do transitions
This saddle allows adequate wither
point and away from the
or lead changes can be an
clearance and also allows the scapula to
freely
rotate
back
as
the
pony
moves.
center of the abr. This puts
indication of improper
the majority of the rider’s
saddle fit. Before chalking
weight on the back third of the bar and places most of up your pony’s behavior as simply being cheeky or naughty,
the stress near the lumbar spine of the horse. This results check your saddle, and make sure that it is not the source
in the muscles tiring, the back dropping, and soreness of your problem. Your pony will thank you for it!
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Our mission is to promote and preserve the Fell pony breed in North
America in ways that are consistent with the rules and regulations of the FPS.
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