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FPSNA - First FPS
Overseas Branch

Good News!
The following letter, dated
May 17, 2004, arrived
from Ian Simper, Secretary, Fell Pony Society:
"I am delighted to be able
to let you know that at
their recent meeting the
Council of The Fell Pony
Society approved your
application for Overseas
Branch Status.
I look forward to continuing our existing good relations and look forward to
seeing the FPSNA go
from strength to strength.
With best wishes
Yours sincerely
Ian Simper"

FPSNA is The Fell Pony Society’s first registered Overseas Branch.
Officially, “FPS Overseas Branch Number One”.

FPSNA is the oldest and largest Fell pony breed organization in North America. We
have approximately 40 members … and growing!

Inside this issue:
2004 Council Nominations

4

Howe Darkie - Galatea of
the Fells

28

Sweet Dreams are Made of
This

33

Update on Fell Foal
Syndrome Research

35

You’ll Fall in Love with a
Fell

37

Regular Features:
• From the Editor

2

• From the Chairman

2

• Member News

6

• New Arrivals

16

• Competitions

20

• Exhibitions

21

• Upcoming Events

25

• News from Overseas

34

• Breeders

40

• Licensed Stallions

40

• Membership Application

Message from FPSNA Chairman - Shannon Albert

2

004 has been an amazing year so far for FPSA and it’s members. We’ve been recognized as the first official overseas
branch by the Fell Pony Society in England. Our membership is
growing and Fell ponies have been exhibited by our members at
two Equine Affaires, many local shows and rare breed exhibits,
as well as in clinic demonstrations by some famous clinicians.
This Fall, the official Mountain and Moorland class that FPSNA
has sponsored at Dressage at Devon, will include many of the
North American Fell ponies, as well as representatives of the
other native British breeds. The reception that the breed gets at
these events never ceases to amaze me. It’s a joy to see other
people get excited about the qualities of the breed that excited me
so much, and still does, many years ago.
The things that FPSNA does would not be possible without our
members. Our members are the life of this organization and the
driving force behind it. The Council appreciates your ideas and
would like to encourage you to keep those ideas coming this way.
Let us know if you have thoughts on improving processes, have
ideas for exhibits, fundraising, or just want to tell us how you feel
about a topic. We thrive on your feedback and look forward to
receiving it.
Thank you for your support and let’s look forward to continued
success in the second half of 2004 and into 2005
Sincerely yours,
Shannon Albert

Stonecreek Magic Minstrel & Shannon Albert

“This [newsletter] is better than
O! magazine! Boy, are we
blessed to have such great input
and great editing … a job well
done.”
Patty Gallagher, New Jersey
(Mother to Winston and Gypsy)

Editor’s Note: Thanks, Patty! Wait
‘til Oprah Winfrey hears about it!

From the Editor

W

elcome to our third issue of The Fell Pony Express!

After the second issue (Summer-Fall 2003) went on its merry
way to your homes, I finally stopped pulling out my hair over
the agonies of learning Microsoft Publisher … Or so I thought!
What a pleasant surprise when positive, congratulatory messages about the newsletter arrived! A sincere thank you to all
who sent email or called.
And a big thank you to everyone who contributed photos and
stories about our favorite subject … Fell ponies!
After you get a chance to peruse this issue, perhaps even take it
out to show your ponies, start thinking about what you’d like to
send in for the next newsletter. The Winter issue is looming on
the horizon. We love sharing your Fell tales!
Roxanne Dimyan
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What does a pumpkin
pie have to do with
the 2003 Fell Pony
Express? Not much.
Unless, like this bit of
pastry perfection, the
pumpkins have been
organically grown …
using the purest of Fell
pony fertilizer. Provided gratis by those
amazing, manure producin’ Fells at Musta
Hevonen Farm.

FPSNA News
New Secretary / Vice-Chairman

New General Secretary

Sheila Amdor has been elected by your
Council as acting Secretary and ViceChairman, filling the vacancy from Roxanne Dimyan’s resignation. She will be
the acting Secretry and Vice-Chair until
the next Council election.

The results of the FPSNA Members poll
are in. Leah Hair has been appointed
General Secretary and “ex-officio”
member of the Council. She’ll be handling all membership matters.
Congratuations, Leah!

Thank you, Sheila, for taking on the
responsibility. We are happy to have
you.

New FPSNA /FPS Branch Rep.

Sincerely,
Shannon Albert
Chairman

Jenifer Morrissey is our new FPSNA
/FPS branch representative and an “exofficio” Council member. Jenifer, welcome and best wishes in your new role!
Jenifer Morrissey with Sleddale Rose Beauty
& Midnightvalley Timothy in 2001.
Midnight spent the day “doing his hair”
with cockleburs!

Introducing FPSNA/FPS Branch Representative, Jenifer Morrissey
Greetings FPSNA members!
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you as the branch
representative between FPSNA and our registry the Fell
Pony Society. I look forward to helping the Council with
any matters that arise, and if there is some member concern
with which I can assist, I will do my best.
As many of you do not know me, I thought I’d “introduce”
myself. I have had Fell ponies since 2000 when I purchased Sleddale Rose Beauty, an imported mare, and Midnightvalley Timothy from the Midnight Valley stud here in
Colorado. I work ponies in harness regularly, and I began
my draft work with an 11.2hh grade pony. I went looking
for more pony draft power, and the only thing I could find
at the time was a Norwegian Fjord Horse, which I also
utilize. Shortly thereafter I stumbled onto Fells, and as I
was already involved with rare breed conservation, they
were a natural fit. I like “draft ponies” because of their
versatility: ride, drive, and draft.
I licensed “Midnight” in 2001 and have been breeding under the Turkey Trot prefix since then. I have also subsequently purchased Newfarm Valencia. In addition to these
adults, I have three youngsters that I have bred, a 2002 filly
Turkey Trot Sand Lily, a 2003 gelding Turkey Trot Fire
Willow, and a 2004 colt Turkey Trot Mountain Man. I
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anticipate one more addition to my Fell family this summer. I
also raise rare breed ducks and have raised rare breed dairy
goats and Thanksgiving turkeys in the past.
As I’m sure is true for most of you, Fells have ruled my life
since I became involved with them. I am fortunate to be able
to spend a significant part of my day with my ponies, and I
have learned a lot watching the youngsters grow. I look forward to including Midnight in my log skidding business next
month. I regularly ride Midnight and Beauty, and I have great
plans for developing the potential of the others!
Best wishes to you all,
Jenifer Morrissey
Turkey Trot Rare Breeds
Colorado

Turkey Trot Mountain Man
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2004 FPSNA Council Nominations - Zone 3
It is time for 2004 Council nominations. Our Council election is normally supposed to occur around the time of the AGM, which
ideally would be in spring, but is late this year to coincide with Dressage at Devon. The position for Zone 3 is currently open
for nomination. To be eligible for nomination, one must 1) reside in Zone 3* (see below) and 2) have been a subscribing member of FPSNA in 2001 (i.e., signed the initial bylaws) and/or have been a member-in-good-standing since at least 6/28/2004 (per
our recent ballot to revise the bylaws as such).
The Bylaws state that: “At least one or nominally 1/3 of the elected Council (rounding down to the nearest whole number),
whichever is greater, shall retire each year beginning at the time of the first Annual General Meeting. Retiring members shall be
eligible for immediate re-election at the Annual General Meeting without further nomination. The intent being that no unbroken
term of office on the Council without re-election should exceed three years.”
Remember we have to have a Council member living in and representing each regional North American zone. Current Council
members have the following scheduled “retirements” (and are automatically eligible for re-election in the year of retirement):
Zone 1: Mary Jean Gould-Earley (To retire 2006)
Zone 2: Kristen Staehling (To retire 2006)
Zone 3: Roxanne Dimyan (Resigned 2004); Current Acting Council Member Sheila Amdor
(Next elected Zone 3 Council member to retire 2007)
Zone 4: Shannon Albert (To retire 2005)
Zone 5 - Canada: Heather Rutherford (To retire 2005)

Zone 3
Zone 1
Zone 4

Zone 2

* Council Regions:
•
•
•
•
•

Zone 1:
Zone 2:
Zone 3:
Zone 4:
Zone 5:

(roughly) northeastern United States = VT, NH, ME, MA, CT, RI, NJ, NY, PA, MI, WI, IL, IN, OH, KY, MD, DE
(roughly) southeastern United States = FL, GA, SC, NC, VA, WV, TN, MS, AR, LA, MO, AL, D.C.
(roughly) northwestern United States = WA, OR, CA, ID, MT, WY, ND, SD, NE, MN, IA, AK
(roughly) southwestern United States = NV, UT, CO, AZ, NM, TX, OK, KS, HI
Canada

Note also that our current "Ex-Officio" Council members (i.e., non-voting), which are reappointed annually by the Council,
include:
•
•
•

Roxanne Dimyan, Newsletter Editor
Jenifer Morrissey, FPSNA/FPS Branch Representative
Leah Hair, General Secretary

Nominations are now open. You must be a member-in-good standing to be eligible to nominate. Please
post nominations to fpsnamembers@yahoogroups.com no later than August 20, 2004.
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Fell Pony Added to RBC’s Priority List
The Fell pony has been officially added to Rare Breed Canada’s
Livestock Priority List. They’ve listed Fells as “critical” based on
the small Canadian Fell population. Since they are internationally
recognized “endangered” in their native land (RBST in UK), and
also as “rare” in USA (American Livestock Breeds Conservancy),
these international classifications satisfied RBC’s criteria for inclusion.
We (FPSNA) sent RBC all the data they needed and asked for, just
like we did for ALBC, to help get the Fell pony recognized.

Have you renewed your 2004 membership?

We hope so!
Fell Pony Fun! - Cyber Style
The Fell Pony Fun group is designed to foster communication between owners, breeders and enthusiasts of the Fell
pony and to go about it in a Fun way! Start Fell-chatting at:
http://sports.groups.yahoo.com/group/FellPonyFun/

If not, go to www.fpsna.org to
•

•

print out a form
apply online

Or fill out the enclosed form

Here’s the crew … Your FPSNA Council

Roxanne Dimyan

Heather Rutherford

Shannon Albert
Chairman: Shannon Albert
1183 Oak Ridge Road
Denison, Texas 75021
903-337-0255
stonecreek.farm@thefellpony.com

Mary Jean Gould-Earley
Treasurer: Mary Jean Gould-Earley
546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320—0254
lhf@sunlink.net

Kristen
Staehling
Council Member at Large:
Heather Rutherford
2611 20th Sideroad,
Innisfil, Ontario
Canada L9S4J2
1-705-436-5476
rutherford_heather@hotmail.com

Acting Secretary / Vice-Chairman:
Sheila Amdor
17138 275th St.
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503
712-566-9355 shamdor@aol.com

Council Member at Large: Kristen Staehling
4937 Deer Path Rd., Suffolk, Virginia 23437
757-651-4601
RegalFells@juno.com

“Ex-Offico” Council Member:

“Ex-Offico” Council Member:

“Ex-Offico” Council Member:

Newsletter Editor:
Roxanne Dimyan
2019 NE 179th St., #J45
Ridgefield, Washington 98642
360-258-5825
fellpony@pacifier.com

General Secretary:
Leah Hair
428 Grigg Rd.
Sherman, Texas 75090
903-891-3130
leahhair@yahoo.com

FPSNA/FPS Branch Representative:
Jenifer Morrissey
P.O. Box 134
Walden, Colorado 80480
970-723-4316
workponies@frii.com
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A Lucky Penny
Hello All,
I wanted to introduce myself. My name
is Amy Kroll and I purchased my first
Fell pony in April. I imported her from
the Netherlands. Her name is Drybarrows Penny, she is 6 years old and beautiful. She came in pregnant and she
foaled on April 25. Her colt’s name is
Sandhaven Donovan, he is solid black
and very cute.
I also raise Friesians, I have a 4-year-old
mare and her filly, also a yearling filly
and a 13-year-old gelding that I have
competed in dressage. My family owns
3 [Friesch Paarden Stamboek] approved
stallions and I stand two of them at my
stable.

My 6-year-old daughter owns a
Shetland pony that she adores.
My 9-year-old son claims Penny
as his own. My husband has
taken a liking to little Donovan,
so we may have to keep him because my husband usually doesn't pay attention to the horses and
now suddenly seems to have an
interest. I guess these Fells
have a way of hooking people,
because my family sure is.
Amy Kroll
Sandhaven Stables
Michigan

Drybarrows Penny and 2004 colt,
Sandhaven Donovan

Deerstones June Bug
Deerstones June Bug is doing well.
She's at a friends right now being used
for her summer program. She's being
exposed to all kinds on wonderful new
things, and doing very well with them.
We hope to have the kids show her in the
4-H show at our local fair in August.
[Earlier…] My 8-year-old daughter is
riding her and I am working on her training. I am doing a lot of round pen and
Parelli 7 games with her. She does not
like it so much, but is coming around.

I am just in awe of her every day.
She is just the most beautiful
horse. She makes my other
horses look homely.
We love June Bug, she's such a
treasure to have. And I love
hearing from other Fell enthusiasts. I'm hoping to meet more
people this fall at some of the
shows.
Lisa Kyer
New York
Deerstones June Bug

Deerstones June Bug
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Deerstones June Bug

My 2003 Summer Surprise

L

ast year I had two related surprises,
the first in the spring and the second
at summer’s start. In the spring, my
mare Sleddale Rose Beauty was finally
able to make me understand what she had
been trying to communicate for weeks.
She had been gaining weight and demanding extra food, but I had assumed
she was just being a bossy mare. One
day a light bulb went off, and I realized
that all was not what I’d been told. You
see, she had been pronounced “open” by
a veterinarian the previous fall, and so I
assumed that she was not bred. What
Beauty finally got through to me was that
indeed she was bred, and she was justifiably hungry! I was in shock the first
day or so thereafter and feeling a little
stupid that I hadn’t understood sooner.
On June 18 came the second half of the
summer surprise. Turkey Trot Fire
Willow was born. Fortunately, my temporary neglect did not seem to have impacted his health. He was full of vim and
vigor, harassing his dam soon after his
birth, before she was quite recovered!
The veterinarian who inspected him
called him a miracle due to the previous
diagnosis (by a different vet) that he did
not exist. The vet also said that Beauty
and Willow were the healthiest dam-andfoal pair he’d seen that season, which
erased the remains of my guilt!
Willow is named after a tree that graces
the pasture where he was conceived and
then spent his first four months. Willow’s nickname at birth was “Spitfire”
because he was so full of energy, and
when we refer to him as “Will,” his name
rhymes with a shortened version of his
sister’s, Turkey Trot Sand Lily. The fire

but I was awed by something else. Two
years ago I had sold Beauty, and it was
the new owner’s vet who had pronounced her open. I gladly bought
Beauty back, as I missed her terribly after she was gone. In retrospect, though, I
don’t think I was the only actor in this
play. I am convinced that Beauty didn’t
want to be sold, and she did everything in
her power to get what she wanted, including fooling a vet. This mare is the
lead mare in the herd, and she definitely
rules the roost there. But Beauty has
shown me that she also manipulates the
human world to achieve her desires.
This was the biggest surprise of all. I am
blessed to be “managed” by Fell ponies,
and Beauty in particular!

Fire Willow Tree

Jenifer Morrissey
Turkey Trot Rare Breeds
Colorado

willow tree turns an incredible yellow in
the fall.
Willow has been a joy since his surprising arrival. At four months he carried his
first rider, a four-month-old puppy. The
miracle of this picture is that Willow
allowed the puppy to be mounted long
enough for me to run inside for a camera
and return to snap the photo. At pasture
Willow will come when he’s called, and
whinnies greetings and farewells. This
spring he tolerated gelding well and
learned to be ponied from his mama for
post-surgery exercise. I was very impressed with how calmly he handled
passing traffic when we traveled on the
county road.
Beauty’s pregnancy and Willow’s subsequent arrival were definitely a surprise,

A real “dog and pony” show!
Turkey Trot Fire Willow

Jolly Good, Winston
Winston (Stonecreek Timothy's Mir
Image) is doing very well. He’s now a
year old. Wow, that went by fast. He
has started his ground work and started
long lines with a bit. Doing great, too. I
would really like to train him to a cart.
My trainer just loves him and keeps telling me to keep him a stallion. I, on the
other hand, am not so sure. He is pretty

good, but sometimes a handful and I
wonder if I would enjoy him so much
more if he was gelded ... But Gosh, he is
so stunning. He gets right in the trailer
and he just loves my kids.
Pam Walters
California

Stonecreek Timothy’s Mir Image
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Two Characters
Gypsy has her head on my shoulder,
which she has done since she was a small
foal and we first brought her home. She
is a snuggler! She also makes quite a bit
of mischief. One day, recently, she
opened the field gate (no easy task) and
let out the entire herd, who were captured
and returned home by the neighbors next
door. Seems they all wanted to go visiting the horses in the next field.
And Winston is very silly. One day, I
actually called the vet for colic because
he kept getting up and laying down, getting up and laying down, then sitting like
a dog for a long period of time. This was
after eating several dozen rotten pears
that had fallen into his field from the pear
tree. He was fine. Seems he just could
not get comfortable, and was, perhaps, a
bit tipsy! Winston is the lighter colored
pony.

Saturday in the Park
We took Chloe [Laurelhighland English
Rose] to Mendon Ponds Park for a picnic
on Saturday [in July]. The weather was
perfect. We drove for 5 miles through
some beautiful trails with deer hopping
everywhere. Then finally trotting along
the side of the road, something Chloe
will need to do in the Parade of Carriages
that Sunday morning of Walnut Hill
[Carriage Driving Competition, Pittsford,
New York]. The day was so much fun as
the pony was perfect, never bothered by
anything. We ended up on a trail that
was so steep I was about to bail out, but
then figured I was safer to stay standing
on the step. This marathon vehicle is the

Laurelhighland
English Rose - ”Chloe”
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Patty Gallagher & Laurelhighland Gypsy

They are so fun and we love them dearly.
I have as many stories as you have room
for - as I am sure is true for all of our
Fells!
Patty Gallagher
New Jersey
best! Anyway, Chloe tossed that big butt
of hers into 4-wheel drive and away we
went!
We came back to the trailer, bathed her
off and tied up ... and the munching began at the hay bag. We started up a grill
and began with our lunch. Chloe would
let out a big whinny as horses began to
pop out of the woods (everyone else was
riding). Most people were friendly and,
of course, asked what the breed was!
One fellow said he recognized us from
the trails at the Northhampton
show...where Waverhead Model was
being shown.
Anyhow, the big news was when a group
of about 9 folks came out of the woods
and the first riders started to remark on

Majestic Winston &
Laurelhighland Gypsy

what a pretty pony we had, etc., when, all
of a sudden, the last rider came out and
exclaimed, “Hey, I saw one of the ponies at the Equine Affair in Ohio!” I
must admit that she did tell me that a
young girl was driving a "magnificent"
Fell pony at Equine Affaire ... Of course,
that was none other than Nicole Cable!
So, as we have said before, it’s a very
small world out there. And people still
say, ”What kind of pony? A Fell what?”
But Chloe will be 4 years old in a few
weeks and I think we've seen a lot of
progress!
It was a very fun day in the park, compared to years of stressful competition
and polishing harness and carriages!
Cathy Skivington - New York

Laurelhighland English Rose - last winter

There’s No Place Like Home
We’ve moved…about an hour from Portland, Maine, and close to my kids and
grandkids … Our cats and dogs are with
us. Letty [Raisburn Lettie] is free
leased to a student for as long as it takes
for my husband to build a barn and for us
to erect fences! She's in excellent hands,
though.
We’ve been so busy building a new barn
for Letty! I hope we'll have her in it, or
rather in her acres of pasture I've been
preparing for her, by September. The
wet weather has not been helpful! Letty
looks wonderful when I visit. She charms
everyone she meets, in particular the gal
who is caring for her, driving and riding
her by the ocean near Mt. Desert

Letty's half sister, Raisburn Missie, in
northern Maine, is ground driving and
will hitch this weekend when I go up.
Someday maybe, we'll do a pair. Our
new home is great, house is great, but it
won't be complete 'til Letty is home.

Raisburn Lettie and
Judith Bean-Calhoun

I grew up all over the place (father in
army in WW2), but my Fell years, my
home, were in Westmorland - now part
of Cumbria. My godfather rode a Fell to
visit his parishioners in Eskdale because
he was disabled and couldn't drive a car.
I often went with him.
What did people think about Fells then?
They were just there, all over the fells in
small and large herds, taken down to the
dales (valleys ) after foaling or to be
trained to ride and drive. I learned much
of my “horsemanship” from an old shepherd who kept his sheep from the back of
a pony, bringing lambs or sick ewes in on
the pony's shoulders. His philosophy
was much the same as our modern day
John Lyons, Ray Hunt and Co., only
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Judith Bean-Calhoun
Maine

[Maine]. My local vet. (who breeds Friesians!!) can't wait to see her! Letty will
then be the only Fell in southern Maine.

My Childhood Beginnings with Fells
My first Fell was Linnel Buzzard, with
whom I did Pony Club, gymkhanas,
ploughing contests, and followed the
hunt at a respectful distance! Kids were
kept busy closing gates, checking fields
and jumps and drinking ginger beer at the
pubs where the grown-ups stopped for
the real stuff on the way home. We fed
the horses flat beer out of bottles. They
loved it. Also, since Buzzard and I lived
in the fells, we trail rode a lot, often in
rain and mist, but she always brought me
home in time for school.

You may certainly print my piece about
my childhood beginnings with Fells. It
was a great pony beginning to my life
and career with horses, through all sorts
of breeds and finally (?) back to where I
came from --- Fells, God love 'em.

- Judith Bean-Calhoun

we're talking 1947! The numbers of
Fells were way down, and that is why my
work with my Pony Club Commissioner
(a serious breeder) helped save the breed.
Ailsa Bickersteth, the above Commissioner, a friend of Roy Charlton Sr. and
Mrs. Heelis [Beatrix Potter], had me
meet both of them on our trips to the
stallions on the moors up their way. All I
really remember about Beatrix Potter was
that she was quiet, gentle, and to be honest, I (at 15) thought she was a bit dotty.
But my four children, here in the USA,
all had her books read to them and are
now reading them to their children. Her
garden was just like those in Peter Rabbit.

“… Since Buzzard and I lived
in the fells, we trail rode a lot,
often in rain and mist, but she
always brought me home in
time for school.”

When I was with the USET Driving
Teams in England, and later in Germany,
I saw Prince Philip driving the Queen's
Fells, and at one of the evening parties
danced with him. He's good. The Queen
was giving out the awards, and being
English on the American Team, I had to
explain the etiquette involved in talking
to her! Fun.
When I got to the point of looking for a
Fell to buy - there were only two or three
here [in the U.S.] ... I was going to write
to my Queen as FPS Patron, asking her
advice on finding one to import. But
then I heard about Letty, who was born
very close to my own birthplace. So that
was it.
Letty, who came to me via English people living in Ontario [Canada], came over
as a yearling and was four when I bought
her. I drove to just beyond Niagara to
look at her, and you guessed it, fell for a
Fell.
I do miss my old country and my family
there, and haven't been able to go home
since 1985, when the Pairs Driving
Championships were held at Sandringham.
But Maine is home now.

Page 9

Beyond the Shadow of Mount Rainier
What’s going on down on
the prairie, beyond the
shadow of Mt. Rainier, at
Musta Hevonen Farm?
Since the passing of our beloved stallion,
Townend Rheged (s. Guards Patrick,
d. Robbswater Ruth), last year, we had
a special Easter Sunday blessing. Midnightvalley Wild Rose produced a
lovely black filly, Rheged’s last foal!
We named her Mustahevonen Rheged’s
Inkeri (aka: Inkii). Inkeri means
“Hero’s daughter” in Finnish.

Minnie has been
confirmed pregnant. They also
plan to train her
to drive.

owners had a hard time leaving the barn
that early morning. They were very impressed.

Minnie (Newfarm
Minneola) meeting
the new little girl in
her life.
Photo: Elise Miller

Rheged’s 2003 colt, Mustahevonen
Rheged’s Pippin, is now sunning himself in California and may be moving to
Arizona! (Your old stomping ground,
Shannon & Karen!) He will be trained to
drive and they do plan to show him.
Can’t wait to see those pictures!

Mustahevonen Zorro

We are now half-owners of Rheged’s
first foal (2002) out of Midnightvalley
Wild Rose, a gelding named Mustahevonen Taisto. Taisto is also owned by
my mother and named after my father,
who passed away in 2000. Taisto was
my dad’s middle name. I am sure dad is
up in the clouds with Rheged, smiling
down at us!

Mustahevonen Rheged’s Inkeri

That darn filly sure helped keep us ontrack and continue with our breeding
program! As you may have already
guessed, we are keeping the little darlin’,
as well as Rheged’s 2003 filly, Mustahevonen Rheged’s Trixie (out of
Townend Bunny).

Mustahevonen Rheged’s Pippin

Our 2003 filly, Mustahevonen Rheged’s
Lemon Drop, is residing in Illinois. She
is just the apple of the owner’s eye!

Mustahevonen Rheged’s Trixie

Our Fells are moving all over the
country:
Minnie (Newfarm Minneola) was sold
to Elise in Washington State. (It’s nice
to have one closer to “home”.) The new
owner is so pleased! They have already
bred her to Shannon & Karen’s stallion,
Goytvalley Magic Minstrel.
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Mustahevonen Rheged’s Lemon Drop

I was the agent for the sale of 2002 gelding, Mustahevonen Zorro. He is with a
great family in Michigan, where he will
continue spreading his love! He arrived
in Michigan at 12:10 A.M. and the new

Mustahevonen Taisto

We have just purchased Laurelhighland
Romany Boy from Mary Jean GouldEarley. He will be our future stud and a
grand addition to our breeding program!
Romany Boy was imported in-utero from
England, and is out of Lownthwaite
Monarch. He is by Peepings Raven
who still resides in England. Both sire
and dam are excellent examples of the
Fell breed, as is Romany Boy (who is
black underneath his baby hair).
Romany Boy will bring to the West
Coast some unique and championship
bloodlines. He should be arriving in October. We can’t wait!
I just noticed -- a while back we purchased some Christmas cards from FPS

Beyond the Shadow of Mount Rainier
and guess who is on some of them?
Romany Boy’s sire, Peepings Raven!
Now is that a good sign or what?

(continued)

There isn’t anything else too exciting
going on. Everyone had their hooves
trimmed the other day. What a sight, all
tied up in a row, patiently waiting for
their pedicures!
Larry is still looking for news and photos to be added to the FPSNA website.
Don’t be shy! Share your Fell fun times
with us all! Send any information, stories, pictures, questions to:
support@fpsna or
fellpony@yelmtel.com
I am still waiting for Larry to update our
own website. Hmmm, brings to mind the
saying, “the cobbler’s children have no
shoes”!

Laurelhighland Romany Boy
Photo: MJ Gould-Earley

Big congratulations to the FPSNA, our
members, and a big thank you to the Fell
Pony Society Council (UK) for approving the FPSNA, Inc. as “Registered
Overseas Branch #1 of the Fell Pony
Society”. I am sure we will all do the
FPS “proud”!
Wishing you the best with your Fells and
thanking you all for your support of this
great breed.
Kind Regards,
Wendy & Larry Ihlang
Musta Hevonen Farm
Rainier, Washington in the Great Pacific Northwest
"Helping return a breed with enduring strength,
perseverance, and loyalty back to the world."

It’s Never Boring in Oregon
One or the photos is of Deerstones
Lillian, with our son Jonathan on her
back, being held by my husband Richard. The other is of Townend Caitlin
and Lillian, with our hill in the background (all the mostly cleared land up
to the big trees). We've been enjoying
getting to know them and wish we had
more time, but we are madly finishing
a house remodel, then a bunch of work
on the barn area, and finally, a round
pen will be in, so I can start to work
more earnestly! (Just in time for the
rains to start again!)
Cheryl Dutton
Boring, Oregon

Townend Caitlin & Deerstones Lillian

Deerstones Lillian, Richard Dutton (holding
“pony boy” Jonathan Dutton)

Doobie
Visits the
Dentist

Doobie (Mustahevonen Debut)
wishes to thank Roxanne
Dimyan for paying her dental
bills.
Volume 3, Number 1

I’m not feeling a thing ….
Can you say “sedative”?

Dr. Randy Lee is filing the
sharp points on my teeth.

Look, Ma …
No cavities!
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That’s One Double Mocha Latte
Grande, To Go

Guards Patrick
Guards Patrick is
the sire of Musta
Hevonen Farm’s
late stallion,
Townend Rheged.
Now in Holland,
he has been driven
as a two-stallion
pair with Castle
Hill Lad.

Not much going on in
Starbuck's life. He's only
a yearling, so he's just
spending his time growing
up out in his pasture with
his buddy Malia (my
Haflinger mare).
Janice Galland
Texas
“Dude … Where’s my caffeine?”
Stonecreek Starbuck

Hello from Shropshire, England
The herd is growing here at Stoneybank.
We now have three part purebred Fells
and three partbred Fells. The purebreds
are:
• Townend Dinkie V (Lunesdale
Jerry/Townend Dally III)
• Llancloudy Mina (Goytvalley Magic
Minstrel/Heltondale Rosanna XI)
• Ffrethi Bella (Townend Midnight/Greenholme Glory).
The partbreds are:
• Midnight Storm (Dales/Fell - Sleddale Bertie, Lunesdale Jerry line)
• Her daughter, Star
• Star's 2004 filly, Stoneybank Black
Amber by Fell stallion, Wellbrow
Raider.

Castle Hill Lad & Guards Patrick
in the Netherlands

- FPSNA Overseas Member

Sadly, we lost Mina's 2004 colt, Stoneybank Solitaire, also by Wellbrow Raider.
Ffrethi Bella, aka Freya, has been running with Wellbrow Raider for 2 months,
so is hopefully in foal for 2005. That will
make 7 ponies. These fells are VERY
addictive!
The 3 generations are Storm (front side
of fence), Star and Black Amber. Storm
absolutely adores her granddaughter and
is always grooming her. Freya seems
besotted with her, too. I think Freya will
be a good mum.

“Freya” - Ffrethi Bella

3 generations …
Midnight Storm, Star,
& Stoneybank Black Amber

Llancloudy Mina
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Photo courtesy Chantal
Wielens

Part of the Stoneybank herd

It's very sad about Solitaire. He was such
a sweet little thing. Somebody did a
drawing of him for me and his head will
be the logo for Stoneybank. I also
bought a cup and had it engraved as a
memorial cup for him and I am donating
it for the pony championships at our local
show.
Lesley Weston
Shropshire, England

Townend Dinkie V

If It’s Tuesday, It Must Be Belgium
Hello,
My name is Simone Frissen, I am from
the Netherlands, but I live in Belgium,
close to the Dutch border.
I have joined the FPSNA this year 2004.
I really like the newsletters and looking
forward to the newest of 2004!

- FPSNA Overseas Member

I ride and drive with Ladies Man at the
moment, and we are slowly learning
Boxer for driving, Eagle has to wait one
more year. I like driving the most, and
planning for my future pair, Eagle and
Boxer together.
Regards,
Simone Frissen
Belgium
Murthwaite Ladies Man

At this moment I have 3 Fell ponies, a
black one and two bay ones.
•

•
•

The first one is Murthwaite Ladies
Man, black, 5-year-old gelding.
Owned him since he was six months
old.
Then Murthwaite Brown Eagle, bay,
2-year-old colt. Owned him since he
was six months old.
The last one, Drybarrows Boxer,
bay, 3-year-old gelding. Owned him
since the end of June 2004.
Murthwaite Brown Eagle

Drybarrows Boxer

Shark: Mustahevonen Debut (Doobie)
Victim #1: Kathy Combs
Directed by: Roxanne Dimyan

Just when you thought it was safe to go back in the pasture..
*Rated PG-FP (excessive Fell ponies)
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A Fell in Foal’s Clothing
Just to let you know, Maverick is doing
great. Three weeks after our unfortunate
loss [we lost his dam, Llancloudy Marlas], a friend phoned to say he had lost
his foal at birth. With trepidation, we
skinned the foal and put it onto Maverick. The mare accepted Maverick immediately and Maverick was feeding off the
teat within minutes. He is strong and
very healthy and has a new home to go to
upon weaning. A very happy ending,
without doubt.

- FPSNA Overseas Member
We have numerous new additions to the
herd. We have just purchased another
stallion, Llancloudy Magic Diamond,
which we bred 4 years ago (s. Goytvalley
Magic Minstrel, d. Orton Hall Dolly),
have an up-and-coming stallion prospect,
plus I think we will be retaining two colt
foals from this year, again potential stallion prospects (they are delicious), Llancloudy Buccaneer (s. Wellbrow Raider,
d. Heltondale Jess II), and Llancloudy
Highwayman (s. Wellbrow Raider, d.
Drybarrows Lilly).
Llancloudy Gabriel, a Supreme Champion yearling, was shot with a 2.2 rifle at
the Geordans stud on Hayling Island. He
is well and no serious long lasting damage was caused. After extensive x-rays
and veterinary treatment, it was found
that the bullet missed the hip joint, but
only just. The shooter was unaware any
damage had been done and it is believed
that this was not a malicious act. It is

Llancloudy Maverick

Maverick's sire is Wellbrow Raider and
the [foster] mare is a 15.3hh pacing mare
- apparently a famous bloodlined mare…
She is a honey though, and a very lovely
natured mare. Both are away from the
farm at the moment, she has been returned to the stallion. So, fingers
crossed, they come back very soon.

also believed he was walking around his
estate and a stray bullet caught the colt.
The shootist has since been contacted by
the stud owner and the police are to be
notified. Gabriel has just gone through
his stallion licencing and is currently
waiting to hear from the Society for approval.
The Stud had a very successful open day
in May 2004, which raised badly needed
funds for the Fell Pony Society. A
guess-the-weight of Bruce [English Mastiff] at £1-a-go (who weighed in at an
unbelievable 71kg) and items from the
Fell Pony Society (T-shirts, etc., brought
by Mary Longsdon, FPS Chairman),
raised in total just over £250.00. Not bad
for a day’s outing.
Llancloudy Stud also sold a beautiful bay
colt foal at the open day, aged four days
old. An old-bloodline mare, Drybarrows
May, was sold and will make her way,
along with the bay colt, to their new stud
in the autumn upon weaning. Drybarrows May will foal in the spring to Wellbrow Raider and I believe the colt foal
will be grown on for a stallion prospect
and used for competitive driving.

Bruce (English Mastiff)
& Llancloudy Maverick

“With trepidation, we
skinned the foal and put it
onto Maverick. The mare
accepted Maverick

Llancloudy mares

Gina Feakins
Llancloudy Stud
Hereford, England

immediately.”

Happy dog, Bruce,
& Llancloudy
Maverick

Photos by kind permission
of Llancloudystud.com
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Bruce & the yearlings

There they go ...

Magical Moments

- Patricia Burge

O

rton Hall Danny is a very unique
being in my life. We have developed a very close bond, and our time
together each day continues to become
more harmonious.
Dan has responded positively to the natural horseman methods. Old behavior
patterns included bolting, charging, refusing, being fearful, and dragging me
around to snatch grass or breed mares.
He has now become very attentive, focused and enthusiastic in all we do. He
tries in so many ways to do what I ask,
and listens so that we are in communication with each other when at work or
play.
Our play at home is developing into wonderful performance opportunities.
To ride into the ring with Dan is like
entering a dream. With music and chore-

ography, the experience becomes engaging, and Danny’s presence is magical.
The harmony and the flow of his movement carry one into another realm.
When in his stall, Dan always raises his
head from eating to acknowledge me. I
honor that acknowledgement, as if I were
special to him. No horse (among many)
has every given me that special honor!
As I stroke that magnificent head, I know
we will continue to ride the trails in our
mountains, and we will continue to work
and play together in many endeavors. We
dream that we may have the opportunity
to bring peace and beauty through our
performances to those that still believe in
magic in our world of music and movement. And we dream especially that we
might give something beautiful to those
children with a last wish in this life – and
who believe in
unicorns as
Dan and I do!
Dan is truly my
childhood
dream.

Patricia Burge and
Dick Vessel live in
the foothills of
northern Colorado.
Their daily life
includes training
rare breed horses
and rehabilitating
abused horses and
ponies.
Orton Hall Danny & Patricia Burge
Photo: Kitty Currier, Ft. Collins, Colorado

Patricia Burge & Orton Hall Danny
Photo: Jenifer Morrissey

Patricia and Orton Hall Danny participaged last summer in the American
Livestock Breed Conservancy’s British
Rare Breeds on Parade at the Kentucky
Horse Park. At that time, they were photographed by John S. Hockensmith.
Here’s an update on her recent visit to
the Park.

“My son’s family … took me to the
Kentucky Horse Park to John Hockensmith’s featured photography show.
It was absolutely stunning. We all were
amazed. The pictures of Dan were very
special … Very strange to go to the
Kentucky Horse Park Museum and see
pictures of Danny hanging high in the
gift shop for sale!!
Dan and I are working on our next demo
- at liberty work. Hopefully, we will go
with no bridle and also do a groundwork
ballet to music. It’s exciting to work
with.”

Spring News from Upstate New York
Just thought I'd drop a note to touch base
… Ludworth Brown Sugar is going off
to a trainer in Marcellus, New York to
learn how to drive. She'll be three in
May. Jim Mather has taught many a
Hackney pony (and others) to drive.
She'll go in April or May for a couple of
Volume 3, Number 1

months. So, we're pretty ecxited to get
her started.
In November, Brown Sugar was a very
bad girl. Her efforts to get the greener
grass on the other side of the board fence
resulted in about five inches of missing

mane. Too much sticking her head under
the fence. Bad Pony! Slowly, but surely,
it's growing back. Other than that, she's
been great. Happy, healthy, pretty easy
going. And she's one pony who appreciates a good massage.
Bari Wroblewski - New York
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New Arrivals

And I thought
I could take a
vacation ...

If you thought Mr.
Stork was busy last
year, look what he
brought us in 2004!

Deerstones Lillian

s. Brough-Hill Hadrian’s Wall
d. Townend Caitlin
Owner: Cheryl Dutton, Oregon

Laurelhighland Jake

s. Tunstall Jake
d. Brackenbank Poppy
Owner: Bruce & Olga Hausser,
Massachusetts
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Laurelhighland Beatrix

s. Waverhead Robbie
d. Lune Valley Dolly

Laurelhighland Lyric

s. Waverhead Robbie
d. Lownthwaite Evelyn

Laurelhighland Blossom

s. Waverhead Model IV
d. Sleddale Wild Rose V
Owner: Maureen Walsh, Connecticut

Laurelhighland Pearl

s. Waverhead Model IV
d. Inglegarth Radiant
Owner: Ann Riveiro, Pennsylvania

New Arrivals

(continued)

Laurelhighland Petra

s. Castle Hill Jerry
d. Castle Hill Dainty
Owner: Ben Beres & Ellen Eisenberg,
Vermont

Laurelhighland Sapphire

s. Waverhead Robbie
d. Ludworth Lady Grey
Owner: Paul Elliott, Virginia

Laurelhighland Romany Boy

s. Peepings Raven
d. Lownthwaite Monarch
Owner: Wendy & Larry Ihlang,
Washington

Laurelhighland Victor

s. Towerview Spirit of Joy
d. Sleddale Wild Rose V

Laurelhighland Rose Petal

s. Waverhead Robbie
d. Lownthwaite Orange Blossom
Owner: Rene’ Bender, California

Mustahevonen Rhegeds’s Inkeri

s. Townend Rheged
d. Midnightvalley Wild Rose
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We hope to have
photos of Madeline
and Rosco in the
next issue!

Majestic Madeline

s. Newfarm Midsummers Night
d. Carrock Sybil

Majestic Rosco

s. Newfarm Midsummers Night
d. Townend Mountain Gypsy III
Volume 3, Number 1

Sandhaven Donovan

s. Waverhead Monty II
d. Drybarrows Penny
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New Arrivals

(continued)

Stonecreek Jet

s. Goytvalley Magic Minstrel
d. Severnvale Molly

Stonecreek Priscilla

s. Goytvalley Magic Minstrel
d. Sprintghyll Peggy

Stonecreek Lady Abigail

s. Goytvalley Magic Minstrel
d. Meres Jodie

Stonecreek Spencer

s. Goytvalley Magic Minstrel
d. Heltondale Rosanna XI

Stonecreek Magical Celebration

s. Goytvalley Magic Minstrel
d. Inglegarth Celebration

Turkey Trot Mountain Man

s. Midnightvalley Timothy
d. Newfarm Valencia

You mean th
ere’s
MORE??
A little pon
y told me
there’ll be a
few more
Fell foals be
fore the
year is out!
Wishing yo
u and your
baby Fells th
e
very best!
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A Tribute to Orton Hall Dolly 1988-2004

O

rton Hall Dolly, born May 24, 1988, passed away
on Sunday, June 13th, 2004. Dolly was a very special mare, producing 9 foals, 6 in the UK and 3 in the
USA, during her lifetime. Dolly was not just a broodmare.
In her prime she loved XC, jumping and pleasure riding.
All of us at the farm have heavy hearts because of the loss.
Dolly was one of our favorite mares and not only touched
our lives, but the lives of many people in the United Kingdom. Dolly loved her people and was full of personality.
She will be greatly missed by so many.
Shannon Albert & Karen Sorensen
Stonecreek Farm
Texas

My Darling Dolly

Y

ou graced our lives for a short 18 months, but filled us with
joy and laughter. Oh how I miss your personality and your
charm, the way you would chase off the other mares when it was
feeding time, the way you would bat your eyes at Mini, your true
equine soul mate. We are grateful to have a part of you live on in
our own Alyssum, and, in Tuck and Sully here in the United States.
You gave life to 9 beautiful foals and passed away trying to give us
your 10th. There is a great emptiness in our pasture, and in our
hearts. You will always be in our hearts and on our minds, my darling Dolly.

Dolly & Shannon, the day of
Dolly’s arrival in 2002.

Even at 16, Dolly was a
great ride

Dolly posing for the camera.

Dolly with Minstrel (“Mini”),
the sire of all of her foals.

Orton Hall Dolly was only bred to one
stallion her entire breeding career Stonecreek Farm’s Goytvalley Magic
Minstrel.

A daughter of Dolly and
Minstrel. Llancloudy Alysum. 2001 grey filly owned
by Stonecreek Farm.
Volume 3, Number 1

Dolly and Minstrel together produced 5
fillies and 4 colts. In the U.S. are Llancloudy Alyssum, Llancloudy Abraham and
Stonecreek Song of Solomon.
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Moses Supposes - A Fell Pony’s Show Progress
Sheila Amdor, Iowa, began showing
Llancloudy Moses in small open and
4-H shows this summer. She chronicles
the excitement of Moses’ first forays into
the ring.

Show #1
I am so excited AND so tired! We got
up at 5:30 this morning to take Moses to
an open show about an hour away from
home. We also took one of his pasture
buddies, a miniature Shetland pony mare.
BELIEVE IT OR NOT … Moses was the
grand champion gelding pony! I told the
girls (a couple of my neighbor’s girls are
taking Moses and Cinnamon to the 4-H
fair in a couple weeks and we thought
this would be great practice for all) that
he probably wouldn't place too high because this is Quarter Horse country and
they would have no clue as to what a Fell
pony was about. THE JUDGE WAS
IMPRESSED. And so was the crowd.
They even called the newspaper to come
take pictures of him and asked a lot of
questions for a little story.
Moses was not on his best behavior, but
people loved him. An old man came up
and said he was the most beautiful
"horse" at the show. So, we will try to
get him to a few more shows around
here.
SO WATCH OUT DEVON!!
If you can't tell I am pretty excited ...

A couple of our competitors were there
as well and they knew more about Fell
ponies this week because they had taken
the time to research them, as well!
We hope to find a few more shows so we
can get him used to the routine before
Devon.
Everyday I am more happy than the last
that I found the Fell pony breed.

Show #3
If Moses can learn to be a good boy he
can come to Equine Affaire!!
We went to the county 4-H fair today and
what a morning. Moses showed first and
he did a marvelous job. He was the only
one in his class and he received a purple
ribbon. The judge told the audience what
a magnificent young pony he was and the
incredible hock action and over all
beauty. Job well done.
BUT when he went back in for the championship he was a complete knucklehead
and the girl showing him didn't know
how to control him. So, he didn't win the
championship. But the judge talked
again about what an outstanding pony he
was and after his discipline gets better he
will have a tremendous show career!
We had a lot of inquiries about the breed
which was a good thing. I was still
pleased that he did so well and was well
received.

Show #2
Llancloudy Moses AGAIN!!
We got up about 5:00 a.m. this morning,
bathed Moses and took off for another
open show about 40 miles from home.
Would you believe the same judge was at
this show as the one last week.
It took him about 5 minutes to judge the
class. He told Dave that Moses was
magnificent and that he had taken the
time this past week to look up the Fell
pony on the Internet. SO, once again we
won the purple ribbon. (See photo)
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All in all we had a great day and another
good day for the Fell breed in Iowa!!
I spoke with the judge at today's show
and he said he thought Moses was a magnificent animal. He told me he could not
believe the stature and hock action that
he had. He felt he would make a terrific
show animal. BUT I have reached an
age that going to real competitive shows
is not my style.
In the 4-H shows they can
give either a purple (meaning
the pony is championship
quality), then blue, red, or
white. It’s not real competitive in the shows we have been to and
that is why it is so much fun.
I so enjoyed seeing the kids work with
their ponies and horses today and knowing how what happened today will help
build them into a better person. I have a
firm belief that I was given the opportunity to own this wonderful animal and all
the draft horses, mules, donkey and ponies that I have, to share them with those
less fortunate, but just as excited to
"commune" with these beautiful creatures. I am sure that is pretty deep thinking, but that is truly how I feel. So winning a big show is not a huge priority to
me. I think one of my top ten days was
today when Clarence [Sheila’s miniature
donkey] won the reserve champion!
I have scheduled Moses to get broke to
drive after the Devon show and then I
will POSSIBLY do some competitive
driving with him, but nothing stressful.
But who knows where it will take me.
Sheila Amdor
Iowa

“… They knew more about
Fell ponies this week
because they had taken the
time to research them …”
Llancloudy Moses

Driving Duo
Lorenzo Driving Competition

The Lorenzo Driving Competition is a
2-day event held annually in July on the
scenic grounds of the Lorenzo State Historic site, overlooking beautiful Cazenovia Lake. Approximately 100 horses and
carriages compete in a variety of
classes/divisions.
Laurel Highland Farm’s Waverhead
Robbie competed for the first time at this

event in July 2004, with approximately
15 large ponies in his class. He and
Nicole Cable won 1rst Place in Pleasure
Turnout, 2nd Place in Reinsmanship, and
6th Place in Cross Country Obstacles, in
addition to performing well in the marathon.
Waverhead Robbie at The Carriage
Classic In the Pines
Pinehurst, North Carolina, May 2004

ship and 2nd in the Working class. It's a
pity he couldn't make it to the first class
since he might well have had a shot at the
overall championship!

Waverhead Model IV at Northampton
Driving Society Pleasure Driving Show
June 2004
Spencerport, NY

Waverhead Robbie had a late start at
this show but ended up doing very well.
Although he wasn't able to compete in
time for the Pleasure Turnout, he did
great in the classes he entered! Out of
more than 30 competing in his class, he
and Nicole Cable took 1rst in Reinsman-

Waverhead Model IV, despite being
just a “pup” at only 5 years old, for the
second time has won the coveted Concours d’Elegance, this time against 45
other horses and ponies! He and Nicole
Cable also took 1rst in Reinsmanship, 3rd
in Working Class, 3rd in Timed Obstacles.

Drybarrows Penny & Shawn

Drybarrows Penny

A Fella Needs His Mum
Here are the photos from July 28, 2004,
with my son Shawn showing Drybarrows Penny at the fair. Her foal, Sandhaven Donovan, was a handful while
mommy was in the show ring. It took 3
of us to hold him while he had to wait till
Penny and Shawn were done.
Amy Kroll
Sandhaven Stables
Michigan

Sandhaven Donovan & his three “wranglers”

Rocky Mountain High

Turkey Trot Sand Lily, Jenifer Morrissey, Julie Goodnight
Volume 3, Number 1

Turkey Trot Sand Lily was invited to participate in a clinic in March
2004 at the Rocky Mountain Horse Expo in Denver, Colorado. Julie
Goodnight has used Fell ponies from Stonecreek Farm in other clinics
she has held around the U.S., and she was most gracious in including Lily
in a ground manners class. The biggest surprise was for owner Jenifer
Morrissey when Julie asked Jenifer to handle Lily in the arena. Jenifer
had expected to be in the audience! While we were only at Expo for a
few hours, Lily captured the hearts of many who had heard of Fell ponies, but never seen one.
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Return to California 2004 - An Equine Affaire Diary

- By Shannon Albert

Day 1

E

quine Affaire is wonderful again this year. People are as crazy for the Fells as
they were last year. I've met some wonderful people. It's been nice meeting people that I've e-mailed before and those with Fells in California have brought me pictures and wonderful stories. There are so many people this year that know what a Fell
pony is! It was great!

Matt, Goytvalley Magic Minstrel, Karen

We began our day at 8 a.m. Karen [Sorensen], Matt [Hinchey] and Helacio went and
got the ponies ready while I finished prepping the booth. You all know who Karen is,
and Matt is a good friend (who luckily also happens to be a John Lyons certified
trainer) who lives near us, who owns one of the local equestrian centers in Texas, and
Helacio works for Matt. Sheila Amdor flew in from Iowa to help out, too. She owns
Llancloudy Moses. It was so nice to have the extra help and she is so much fun to be
around.
We began with Minstrel (Goytvalley Magic Minstrel) in the booth stall. Then Llancloudy Stor, and then Llancloudy Abraham. We try to break it up so the ponies don't
get too bored. Minstrel was used by Julie Goodnight, clinician, again in her Horse
Behavior and Temperament Analysis clinic. Karen used Stor today in the breed presentation ring. Karen of courses misses having Glory here (too heavy in foal to come),
but Stor was such a sweet girl and the crowd loved her.

Llancloudy Abraham - “Tuck”

People loved seeing Tuck (Llancloudy Abraham). He is only 22 months old and turning into a fine looking young man. He is beginning to lose his baby looks and you can
see glimpses of the stallion that he will become.
Tomorrow, Minstrel will be used in another of Julie's clinics (one each day actually).
We had many people come up to Minstrel and remember him from last year. The
owner of Llancloudy Elisha came just to bring us photos of her and see her Fell pony's
mother, Stor. Of course, I was very happy for her, but was kicking myself for not buying Elisha myself!
I must admit, we are once again exhausted and elated.

Day 3
Mini & Julie Goodnight

Shannon Albert - FPSNA booth
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D

ay 3 is over! What an exciting one it was! We began once again at 9 a.m. with
Stor in the booth stall. Mini was occupied with Julie Goodnight again this morning for a ridden clinic on using natural aids. The crowd loved him and I was finally
able to get some really good photos! I must admit I did not take the photos of the ridden clinic this morning. Karen's 15-year-old nephew, Mike, who is here with his dad
exhibiting his mother's art (she is a nationally known wildlife artist ... Cheri Sorensen),
took the photos. He of course knew how to use the camera much better than I did!
We have learned that California is full of FELLMANIACS!!! Yesterday, for the ridden demo, we anticipated that there would be a handful of people because we were the
first demo of the day and it was a workday. By the time the demo started, the
stands were full with in excess of 200 people anxiously awaiting the arrival of the
3 Fells to enter the ring!!! Julie Goodnight had graciously consented to ride Mini
and Matt Hinchey was going to ride Stor. Stor had only been under saddle for
three weeks. We were a little nervous about how she would do, although we had
the greatest confidence that she would do well. We had assured Matt that even if
she acted badly under saddle, given the day and the time, there probably wouldn't
be more than a dozen people there. You can only imagine our surprise when
Karen had a hard time finding a seat.

Return to California 2004 - An Equine Affaire Diary

(continued)

Karen decided to video tape and was confident that Mini would be a star. The music
started and everyone began to move. Stor was an absolute gem, doing everything
asked without so much as batting an eye at the crowd. Mini, however, decided that he
wasn't so certain that there should be another colt in the arena. He cantered very fast
and gave withering looks to the colt every time he passed him. Fortunately, Julie is a
very good rider and was able to get Mini's mind back on task. Very few people in the
crowd realized that there was even an issue between the two. Because of this display
of testosterone, Mini was strutting his stuff and the crowd went CRAZY!! AND the
excitement continued on throughout today.
Mini & Julie Goodnight

With such excitement about the Fell pony, we had Pony Boy Ga-Wa-Ni brought to
our booth to meet us and he graciously got his picture taken with Stor and us. We
were thrilled! It is wonderful to have the clinicians so interested in the breed that we
all love so much. Pony Boy, the famous clinician and author, has given some excellent seminars and demos here during the exhibit.

Day 4
Llancloudy Stor & Helacio

Pony Boy Ga-Wa-Ni, Llancloudy Stor,
Shannon Albert, Karen Sorensen

I

know day #4 of Equine Affaire is over and I didn't send you an update that night.
We all went to dinner and were so tired that I didn't have the energy to do the update that night. Karen and I are home. The ponies are still on their way, but should be
home in a couple of days. Matt has had truck problems and is stuck, with the ponies,
at the California/Arizona boarder, but he found a "lovely" boarding facility last night
for them and they should be on their way again tonight or tomorrow. Fortunately,
Stor isn't due until September, so they have some time to get here!
Sunday was a bit slow, partially due to the Super Bowl, but there was a fair enough
crowd. We used Mini in the presentation ring, and he once again did a clinic with
Julie Goodnight, on mounted exercises you can do with your horse. That's why you
see her on him with a microphone. I know it is odd for some of you to see a Fell in
Western tack. Julie had requested he be in his Western tack, so of course we made
sure he was. I think Julie wanted to make sure she was really comfortable this year
and Western tack, for her (and many over here), is more comfortable for the rider than
English tack. After all of those ridden clinics that Mini was used in, we had loads of
people come to the booth to get more information on the Fell pony and want to meet
"the stallion that was so well behaved”. We were happy to oblige.
We were fortunate enough to meet John Lyons. Matt, and Karen's brother, Ross, both
know him personally, so that was really awesome. I have always admired John Lyons
and was pleased when I was actually able to speak when I met him. I had visions of
being a bumbling idiot. We also met and got to spend some time with Richard
Shrake, another well know clinician. He and Karen chatted about the new orphaned
foal we have. I was just amazed at how down to earth these famous clinicians are.
All were very kind and gracious.

Karen, John Lyons, Shannon
Shannon Albert and Stonecreek Farm coowner, Karen Sorensen, once more headed
west from Texas, bringing 2 of their Fells to
Equine Affaire California in Pomona:
*Goytvalley Magic Minstrel (Mini), and
*Llancloudy Stor. In California, the pair
became a trio, when Jacqueline CollenTarrolly’s Llancloudy Abraham (Tuck) joined
them.
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I have to thank a lot of people for helping with this event. Thank you, Jacqueline, for
bringing Tuck so we didn't have to haul a third horse and so everyone could see a grey
Fell pony. Thank you, Sheila, for flying in all the way from Iowa to help out in the
booth. It was so nice for Karen and I to be able to walk around a bit this year and see
some of the event. I also want to thank Matt and Helicio for hauling the ponies for us,
and for getting them ready before each event. I also want to thank Leah, my ever passionate about Fell ponies assistant, who helped with printing brochures, and keeping
me sane, while I had to be away on business. Thank you, Mike Sorensen, for being
our "slave labor" and taking some beautiful photos. Thank you, Wanda, for bringing
us homemade crumb cake. And thank you, Julie, for using our stallion for so many
clinics. And I would like to thank all of the people who came to visit us!
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Back to Ohio - Equine Affaire 2004

- Mary Jean Gould-Earley

T

he Fell pony booth and demonstrations at both Equine Affaire Ohio
and California in 2004 were once again sponsored by the Fell Pony
Society of North America, Inc.
Representing the Fell pony breed at the 2004 Ohio event were Laurel Highland Farm’s licensed stallions, Waverhead Robbie and Waverhead Model
IV, in addition to Dan Shanahan's 2-year-old filly, Majestic Rose. Sheila
Amdor, a Fell pony owner from Iowa, also came to help us with the booth.

Waverhead Robbie & Muffy Seaton

M

uffy Seaton's driving clinics were
excellent, and Robbie did a great job
- showing the crowd how smart Fell ponies
are by how quickly they learn and how willing they are to work! Here he was being
ground-driven by Ms. Seaton during the
clinic which focused on "Bending the Combined Driving Horse".

For the breed demonstration, Fell ponies were shown in-hand, under saddle
and in harness, and they all were a big hit! Nicole Cable also participated
in Muffy Seaton's driving clinics with Laurel Highland’s Fell stallions at
the show. Robbie was
used in the clinic on
"Bending the Driving
Horse", while Model
was used in the
"Pleasure Driving"
Clinic. Most people
found it hard to believe
that neither stallion had
been driven since last
year, and each had been
running out all winter on
our snowy mountaintop
Dan Shanahan & Majestic Rose
farm with their bands of
mares!

Waverhead Robbie & Nicole Cable

(And no, we don't normally ground-drive in
a show harness -- Robbie was initially
hitched to the carriage in formal harness for
the first part of the clinic, and was unhitched to be ground-driven right on the
spot.)

Waverhead Robbie
& Lee-Ann Simms
Waverhead Robbie in display stall

Ok, this was the last day and Robbie was a
little tuckered out! Here he was in the display
stall for the Fell Pony Society of North America, Inc., which Robbie thought was the perfect spot for a nap. . . (And no, he is not lying
on top of another horse as someone thought
based on all that hair near his hind end - that is
HIS tail ONLY! :))
Waverhead Model IV & Nicole Cable
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Upcoming Events
Fells Invade Walnut Hill
Fells will go head-to-head at Walnut
Hill Carriage Driving Competition,
August 11-15, 2004, Pittsford, New
York, which is the world's largest carriage driving competition and Part II of
the North American Pleasure Driving
Championships.
4-year-old Laurelhighland English
Rose will make her big show debut! She
will be competing with John and Cathy
Skivington. The other Fells in the line-

up include not only her half-brother, Laurel Highland Farm's Waverhead Robbie
(with Nicole Cable), but also Gibside
Countess (with Erica Brunner), plus all
the other large ponies in the event. Too
bad Waverhead Model IV is not competing this time or there would be a record 4
Fells there! Next year, hopefully Robbie
and Model will be competing there as a
pair.
Also, Dan Shanahan will be competing
in the Commerical Division with his
team of Fell/Hackney crosses.

Calling All Volunteers!
Hello everyone,
Once again Karen and I have sent in our
contract to represent FPSNA at Equine
Affaire in Pomona, California, February 3-6, 2005. www.equineaffaire.com
I have a few questions:
1. Are there any breeders out there
who would like to share the cost and
the responsibility (booth time, caring
and grooming ponies, etc.) with our
farm? If so, please e-mail me privately
and I can give you the costs. The more
people that go in on it, the less money
each would have to spend out of their

own pocket. With only our farm footing
the entire bill each year, it gets to be expensive for us.
2. Is there anyone that would be able
to attend who would simply like to
volunteer to help out with grooming,
toting ponies back and forth, booth
time?
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Shannon Albert
Stonecreek Farm Fell Ponies
http://www.thefellpony.com
Email: stonecreek.farm@thefellpony.com

Are you an FPSNA breeder
interested in cooperative
advertising in selected
major horse magazines?
If so, contact:
Shannon Albert
Email:

stonecreek.farm@thefellpony.com
903-337-0255

The Fell Pony Society of
North America, Inc.
Photo: Llancloudy Abraham - Jacqueline Collen-Tarrolly, California
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Equine
Affaire

We’ll Be
Back!

2005
February 3-6, 2005
Pomona, California
April 7-10, 2005
Columbus, Ohio
FPSNA will have a booth … and Fells!
If you’d like to volunteer at the booth or
help with the ponies, or are a breeder
who can help share costs, etc., contact
Shannon Albert (see left column).

Update on The Fell
Pony Family Album, by
Mary Jean GouldEarley. Print date is
tentatively set for September 2004, “to allow
time for a few last minute photos from August
trip” to the UK.
Proceeds from this book
will benefit FPS, as
well as benefiting Fell
Foal Syndrome Research.
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September 28 - October 3, 2004
Devon, Pennsylvania, USA
Dressage at Devon features not only the WORLD'S LARGEST OPEN BREED
SHOW but also a WORLD CLASS DRESSAGE competition.
For the first time in 2004, the Breed Show will also include a MIXED
MOUNTAIN & MOORLAND IN-HAND COMPETITION*, open to all purebred, registered NATIVE PONIES, including Fell, Dales, Connemara, Welsh,
Dartmoor, Exmoor, Highland, New Forest and (British) Shetland ponies.
The Thirtieth Annual

Dressage
at Devon
www.dressageatdevon.org

This class will be on Thursday, September 30, 2004, and will be judged by
Bert Morland from the UK, a recognized National Pony Society and Ponies
Association (UK) Judge who is on all of the Mountain & Moorland Breed Judging Panels. Mr. Morland has over 40 years experience in judging British native
ponies and is also a member of the Fell Pony Society Council (UK).
Entry forms are now available for the Native Pony of the British Isles Class
(a.k.a. Mountain and Moorland) on the Dressage at Devon website (the class
is #60). If you are interested in participating and need stabling please sign up
ASAP to make sure you can get the stabling you need.

September 30, 2004:
•

•
•

Mixed Mountain & Moorland
In-Hand Competition - judged
by Bert Morland (from the UK)
Native Pony Exhibition - with an
instructional judging clinic
Parade of Breeds - showcasing
British native ponies

A NATIVE PONY EXHIBITION will also be held on September 30, and will
include an instructional judging clinic.
The day will conclude with a PARADE OF BREEDS, once again showcasing
all the British native ponies at this prestigious event!
*To be eligible for the Mountain & Moorland Class, entrants must be purebred and registered in their respective UK studbook or that of a recognized society. Prizes will be
awarded to overall Supreme and Reserve Champions, Youngstock Champion, overall
top 10 placings, plus Champion and Reserve Best of Breed for each of the listed eligible breeds.

This event is being organized and co-sponsored by the Fell Pony
Society of North America, Inc.
For more information, contact Mary Jean Gould-Earley at
lhf@sunlink.net
We are very grateful to our co-sponsors of this event which include:
•Personal Ponies, Ltd. - Home of the North America’s British Shetland
Pony Registrar
•American Connemara Pony Society
•The Moonlight Ranch, L.L.C. (Welsh Cobs)
•The Dartmoor Pony Registry of America
•Claudia Novak, Tangwyllt Welsh Cobs
•Exmoor Pony Enthusiasts
•New Forest Pony Society of North America
•The Dales Pony Society of America, Inc.
•Lone Tree Farm (Highland ponies)
•Scottish Highland Pony Society of North America (SHPSNA)
•Kellwould Highland Ponies
•George and Barbara Clardy
•Dales Pony Association of North America
•The Native Pony Magazine
•Pony Enthusiast (Magazine)
Photo credit for Native pony collage from The Fell Pony Family Album, copyright MJ Gould-Earley.
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You’re Invited to an Open Day!!!
Please join us for a fun-filled (and Fell-filled!) get-together following
the Dressage at Devon Mountain & Moorland Competition on September 30.
Date:

Friday, October 1, 2004

Time:

11 AM until 2 PM

Location: Laurel Highland Farm
546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania (near Williamsport,
approx. 2 hours northwest from Devon showgrounds)
Lunch will be provided. RSVP by September 15, 2004 with number
that will be attending at 570-320-0254 or lhf@sunlink.net Everyone
is welcome to attend and we hope to see you there!
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“The statue seemed
to breathe
And soften into flesh
beneath the touch
Of forming art.”
James Thomson,
Autumn, 1730

'Darkie'
“ This piece was quite a challenge to make,
the photograph was inscribed on the back
'Darkie 1947'. I did manage to find a local
breeder of Fell ponies who had a pony of the
same blood line, which I used as my model,
with lots of input from the lady who owned
Darkie in 1947. The Bronze was a Wedding
Anniversary present.”

The real Darkie - 1940s

HOWE DARKIE

Ann Bushell
www.annbushell.co.uk
(Cold Cast Bronze)
Approx. Size 7ins x 7ins/18cms x 18cms

D

arkie … The moment I saw her
sculpted head on Ann Bushell’s
web site, I was intrigued. Who was she?
What was the story behind this Fell who
inspired a 50th wedding anniversary
bronze?
The clouds cleared when Ann put me in
contact with Mary Smallpage (formerly
Mary Irene Berry) of North Yorkshire.
A charming, lively lady of 83, Mary was
eager to reminisce about Darkie, “my pal
through many years”.

GALATEA OF THE FELLS

The day I got her, I set off home with her
along the lakeside and stopped to have
lunch. I had a cousin with me, walking,
and between us, she walked and I rode.
When we stopped, Darkie ran away.
With great difficulty, I managed to catch
her again. She’d, by then, eaten most of
my lunch. That was the beginning. I
was quite aware of what a naughty old
girl she was going to be.

Their story begins in the English Lake
District of 1935.

D
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Those were the days when “monkey”
was difficulty to catch. By the time I had
her going home and caught her, it was
time to let her go again. Because she
was on the fell, an enclosed fell, with
Gem [a Welsh Mountain pony]. The
pair of them, well, they were wild
monkeys.
After I left school, I was at home with
my mother, because I didn’t really
know what I wanted to do with my
life. It was a year before the war.
Things were a bit tricky, so I stayed
there and I had a lot of things to do.

Roxanne Dimyan

arkie was bought by my father in
1935 as a birthday present, when
she was 3 years old (from a chap who
had a pub near Ullswater). She was for
my 15th birthday. She was a bit wild,
very hard to catch, particularly when out
in a field or on the fell, but she was a
sweet-natured pony.

Well, eventually, we got home to my
parents’ home where I was living then. I
was still at boarding school in those days,
so I only had Darkie in the holidays and
extra weekends.

Darkie at home in the garden in the rough
Late 1930s or early 1940s

The days went by, and then, it started
to build up to the war. My father didn’t want my mother and myself to go
back to Sunderland, on the coast
where we lived (our house in the Lake

* * In Greek mythology, Galatea, an ivory statue of a woman created and
adored by Pygmalion, was brought to life by Aphrodite, Goddess of Love.

District was really a holiday home). He
knew if the war did break out, that there
would be bombing taking place and it
wouldn’t be a suitable place, particularly
for my mother. So, we settled down over
there in the Lake District, which is on the
other side of the country from Sunderland.
Now, I’ll talk a little bit about Darkie.
She would have been born on the
fells, probably in a herd. I have no
record of her pedigree. Now, we
talked before that she might have been
one of Mr. Noble’s ponies [Heltondale], but she just didn’t have a
punched ear, which was his mark. So,
I don’t think she could have been. But
most of the ponies at those fells, on
that side of the lake, would be related
in some way. Pity I haven’t ever had
her pedigree, but, there we are. People didn’t bother too much then. I can
only think that she was off of a man
who had a farm on the other side of
the lake. He had only one or two ponies. It could have been from him, but I
just don’t know.
However, she was a lovely pony and I
had a lot of fun with her over the years.
It says in her entry in the Stud Book, that
she was dark brown. That isn’t true. She
was true black and she was the right
height.
You wanted to know what sort of things I
used to do with her. Well, the Lakes
were very quiet in those days and the
roads were not what they are today. No
traffic very much at all. So, I could go
anywhere, really. I had a lifetime friend
who was also horse-mad like me. Between us, I think we toured round most
of the fells and the valleys in our part of
the world, which was at the head of
Ullswater.

Ullswater, Cumbria
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We used to go together and sometimes
we borrowed another horse, Prince. He
was a retired hunter. He was a badtempered old so-and-so, but he was fun,
too. And we used to take old Gem with
us. Just for the ride sometimes, she used
to go, just because she liked to come with
us. We didn’t have to put a halter on her
or anything. She followed.

And so it went on into late 1940. I joined
the Land Army then. I went to a farm in
the west coast of England, in the Lake
District. After a while, my father managed to get somebody to bring Darkie
over to where I was working. She was
brought by a farmer who rode on his
pony and led Darkie for, well, some, I
suppose it must have been about 90
miles, over hills and down the
dales, and then he brought her to
me. So, I was able to ride home
part of the time as she was with me.
Then, after two years, I moved from
that farm, went back nearer to
home. Darkie came along with me.
She was brought in a wagon by a
young man who used to carry sheep
and put her in the wagon and took
her home. And then she was with
me in Penrith area where I was
working and she was in a field on a
farm of a friend.

Gem, Mary & Darkie - 1939

Time went on and the war began in 1939,
as you probably know. I found an old
trap, and I bought that for very little
money. It was very old-fashioned. It
had not rubber tires on the wheels, they
were iron tires. It had not much spring.
I used to take children to school in this
old thing. And I did all sorts of things,
like shopping and collecting newspaper
for Red Cross. They used to sell it, get
money.

I used to ride her, but I also used to
have her down at the farm where I
worked, which is next door to Brougham
Hall. The little place where I worked
was just over the wall and the road from
there. I worked there until going on towards the end of the war and Darkie
worked on the farm. She pulled, in the
springtime, a little machine for sowing
turnips and her feet went into the rows
exactly, so she was great at that. Then,
when the turnips were growing, we had

The school run - 1940
“Collar was too big & borrowed anyway”
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another machine, a little hoe, and she
used to pull that, as well.
Now we’ve gone on a bit further … In
1944, I decided it might be a good idea if
I could have a foal. So, my friend, where
Darkie stayed in the field, he was a
farmer and he knew a lot of people. He
knew Mr. Wales and he arranged for her
to go to one of his stallions. I don’t even
know the name. I just know that the sire
of the foal was a black Fell pony (I didn’t
pay a fee). So, my friend and I drove
over there in a funny old trap, bought for
a song.
We were entertained to tea in the farmhouse while Darkie visited the stallion.
Delightful people. It was my first meeting with Mr. Harry Wales at Lownthwaite Milburn. Apparently things went
all right, so we set off back home, back
again, to where I was living in Penrith.

which is a Lakeland name for coppice,
where the bull was kept. Now, there
often was a bull in that field, but I didn’t
bother about these creatures. However,
that’s where the foal was born.
She was ready to foal and I had another
friend staying with me and we were having supper and we went and just finished
the meal – waiting, waiting. When we
went back, Darkie had gone away, hidden herself. It wasn’t until the following
day that we discovered she had the foal,
when she walked him to the gate.
I was to give her a feed and she was quite
happy then, but she wouldn’t let me
catch her because she was pretty wild. It
wasn’t until the foal had been well over a
week old, before I could get near her and
get a halter on her.

And so, Darkie went to them and she
spent the rest of her days with them, I
know. But what happened with her, I
expect she died, because when I got married we moved away. We were all over
the place because my husband joined up
again. We were in Germany and I lost
touch with these things.
So, that’s the story of Darkie.
Now I’ll give you a few little tidbits.

After that, it was getting really towards
the end of the war, so I went back home
and Darkie came, too. Oh, I had
changed my trap for a better one, more
up-to-date affair. A nice rally trap,
which my boss had bought at a horse
sale and I bought it from him. It just
fitted Darkie and, of course, although
she was in foal, we were able to go all
over the place.
The foal was born at my home in the
field that she’d always been in when we
were at home. It was called a bull copy,

As he is not able to go near horses because he is allergic to them, gets terrible
asthma, I knew we were going to have to
get rid of Darkie. Find a home for her,
which I did, luckily, because another
friend of mine very kindly found these
two ladies who wanted a nice little driving pony (near Silloth, N. Cumbria).

Jet (Darkie’s colt) above Ullswater, with son
of man who bought Jet - 1947

I’ve got photographs of the foal when he
was grown up. I cannot find the photos I
had, one when he was about a month old
and another about 12 months. Darkie
was about 13 years then and said, “No
more babies, please.”

Darkie’s tail had been docked. Now,
again, when I looked through the Stud
Book, I saw photographs, and I’ve
seen them before. In the 20s and 30s it
was done, to dock a pony, so it had
only a stump left. I think it was a horrific shame, but, of course, it has been
banned now, and they all have their
tails. But Darkie didn’t have a tail
worth a hoot. Just a few bits of scruffy
old hair. It’s a shame, really. She had
a lovely mane, though. A long mane.
I think Ann has glorified the mane on
her head. But she really had lots of
mane. And her pretty little ears. And
that naughty mouth! And she’d shake
her head!

I sold him to this friend of mine, who
sold him on to a butcher, a country
butcher, who wanted a nice pony to
drive, delivering his meat. He broke him
in and he was gelded. So, he was a
happy boy, he had a good home.

The “Bull Copy” - Glencoyne
“Part of the fells where we had fun.
There is often snow in winter.”
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Then, after all that, my husband-to-be
came home. He’d come home before
that, but he was home permanently. He
came out of the service for a while and
we decided we’d get married (June 15,
1946).
Mary, on Prince, & Darkie in the fells

Now and again, we do see people with
Fells. I’ve seen somebody out driving a
Fell pony – which is quite easy to tell, if
you know anything about ponies – and
what is a Fell pony, or a cob, or a cross.
Whenever I see one, of course, I have to
find out who it belongs to and where it’s
come from.
Fell ponies are my first love, but, Clydesdales come a very close second.

“Off for a ride with my Aunt (on Prince),
summertime mid-30s. Darkie with me.
One West Highland terrier.”

Just a mention of the Charlton connection. I was a member of the South
Northumberland Pony Club in 1936 for a
while. We lived too far from the base
there in Hexham, so I was a holiday
member when they had their annual
camp at Patterdale. I didn’t enjoy it
much. I didn’t know enough people and
Darkie hated the other horses and ponies
anyway! “Your pony kicks,” a boy said
at camp. I think we were “Loners”, she
and I. Finish!!
Mr. Charlton, Mr. Roy Charlton, my
great friend, died in 1948, which was
sad. Mr. Charlton said to run Darkie
with his mares in Patterdale, but I didn’t
get a second foal. (As Darkie said, “No
more babies, please.”)

I’ve told you about how funny those photographs are, me with my wild hair, taking the children to school. That’s the one
I particularly wanted you to see, because
it’s comic. It’s really funny.
Oh … Those were the days. All gone
away now.

A photo of Mary and
Darkie appears in the
1944 edition of Roy B.
Charlton’s, A Lifetime
with Ponies.

“The pony Ann used for the head.
A fair match.”

I love my “Darkie”. She is on the bookcase by my chair. I think Ann has got
her just right. The sculpture is really a
composite – from a live model and several photos.
The pony that I sent a photograph of,
was very like Darkie in many ways. But
I’ve lost touch with those people. She’s
moved away, that lady, so I can’t find
any more out about them … They were
really quite good examples [of Fells].

● The photo, titled, “Dismount
and Take Care Over Boardale Hause”, faces page 150
and is also on the dust
cover.
● Mary is in the middle, leading Darkie. “We were always in the middle!”

Ann Bushell’s sculpture of Darkie,
left side

Now, in the years when I had Darkie,
there were quite a lot of ponies about.
They weren’t all purebred by any means.
I think, if you read in the Stud Book, you
will see what happened. There were too
many bigger ponies with longer legs.
Too many like the Dales ponies, which
are very nice, but they’re not the same as
the Fells.
A lot of people felt that they were too
small, but they can carry a big weight. It
doesn’t matter that they are small. They
originated as pack ponies, carrying wool,
coal, anything. And these little ponies
were much the best. I still go for the
real true Fell pony. They are lovely.
Mary’s pal, Ursula, on Darkie - 1940. The slopes of Helvellyn.
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Darkie, Mary (right) and her cousin in the
governess cart - 1940s

“I think Ann has
glorified the mane

Mary, center, with Darkie, & two friends
Left, Danny Boy, an ex-trotting pony. Right, Pippin.
The riders, Jan and Noni.

on her head. But
she really had lots
of mane. And her

8223 Howe Darkie Dark brown. Aged. Height
13-3. Measured May 18th, 1946. Brand U
O: Miss Mary I. Berry, Holmhowe, Ullswater,
Penrith, Cumberland
Fell Pony Stud Book
Registrations 1898-1980, p. 140

pretty little ears.
And that naughty
mouth! And she’d
shake her head!”
Ann Bushell’s sculpture of Darkie

“It says in her entry in the Stud Book that
she was dark brown. That isn’t true. She
was true black … Darkie was registered on
her own merits, as there was no definite line
to go on at that time.”
Ken & Mary Smallpage - 2000

Editor’s Note:
My most sincere thanks
and appreciation to Mrs.
Mary Smallpage (Mary
Irene Berry) for sharing
her special memories of
life with Darkie. Mary
and her husband, Ken,
live in North Yorkshire
with their Border Terriers, “lovely little pickles!”
Darkie and Pippin (a Dartmoor, belonging to friend in vehicle) - 1940s
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Roxanne Dimyan

Mary & Darkie … “My
pal through many years.”

Sweet Dreams Are Made of This
By Kitty Mackey

When author, Kitty Mackey, isn’t playing with her ferrets,
building a new porch, or biking, she’s on the library faculty
at Clark College, Vancouver, Washington.

“Soul Mates”
Kitty Mackey’s whimsical
sculpture of Mustahevonen
Debut, “Doobie”.

O

ne doesn’t have to spend much
time around my colleague, Roxanne Dimyan, to know that a Fell pony
named Mustahevonen Debut is the light
of her life. From the first time I saw a
photo of a newborn “Doobie” standing
on wobbly legs, I was intrigued by the
idea of sculpting this special animal. I
knew the sculpture had to include Roxanne, but how? Grooming? Training?
And how would I pose Debut? Standing? Without or without a halter?
I scoured images on the Internet, looking
for a composition that would capture the
light that fills the room whenever Roxanne talks about Debut, but nothing
seemed to work. Up to that point I kept
the idea of a sculpture to myself, but I
finally confessed my idea to Roxanne
and asked her to give me a favorite photo
of herself. What photo did she choose?
Five-year-old, bobbed-haired Roxanne
on Christmas morning, wearing a white
nightgown, riding a rocking horse. The
light on the face in the picture is the same
light I see today, whenever Roxanne
talks about her beloved pony. In my
mind, I swapped the rocking horse for
Debut and changed the nightgown to a
cowgirl outfit (which, not surprisingly,
she affirms owning!) and the composition was complete.
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The sculpture itself is made from
Premo, my favorite brand of
polymer clay. Premo is a very
fine-grained clay, with the perfect
amount of elasticity for my style, and it
comes in a variety of artists’ colors that
blend beautifully. Unlike ceramic clays,
polymer clay stays pliable until it is
cured in a regular oven (usually 275 degrees for half-an-hour per quarter-inch of
thickness). Polymer clay can be rebaked,
which provides the freedom to make
changes or add details over several
stages.
I never appreciated the strength of a Fell
pony’s legs until faced with the task of
supporting the weight of the clay body. I
knew I needed an armature that was
strong, but still thin enough not to show
though the clay. Normally, I build figures on armatures of 22-gauge wire that I
can manipulate slightly over the course
of a project. For this sculpture, I used
18-gauge wire, doubled and twisted for
extra strength. The hardest part was setting up the armature knowing the pose
had to be right because I wouldn’t be
able to nudge it around. I fastened the
armature firmly to the wooden base by
drilling holes in the base, pulling through
the wires, and knotting off the wires.
One of the reasons I like working with
polymer clay is the simplicity it provides.
The most sophisticated tool I use is a

pasta machine for rolling and softening
clay and for mixing colors. I have literally hundreds of tools that I’ve collected
over the years, but most of them never
leave the toolbox. My main tools are a
couple of dental instruments, two or three
wax-sculpting tools, and a cuticle stick.
That’s right -- a cuticle stick. I use an
ordinary, drug-store variety, wooden
cuticle stick to roll clay smooth, shape
muscles, define lines, and generally
shove the clay into the shape I want.
Once the armature was in place it was
just a matter of adding and shaping clay
to build up the sculpture. One of the
decisions with polymer clay is whether to
sculpt in a neutral color and paint the
final figure, or to work with the final
colors of clay. I find that working with
the actual colors provides the feeling of
whimsy that I was after with this piece.
The only things painted in the final
sculpture (after baking) are the white
parts (because it’s impossible to keep
white clay white!) and the facial features.
To achieve the beautiful sheen of the real
pony’s coat, I polished the black clay
with progressively finer-grit sandpaper
and water.
It was fun to surprise Roxanne with my
first-ever attempt at sculpting a Fell
pony. It was my way of saying “thank
you” to her for enriching my life with
stories about this wonderful animal.
Through the process of creating the
piece, I realized that I had moved beyond
thinking of Roxanne as a colleague and
now consider her to be a friend -- and I
have a Fell pony named Mustahevonen
Debut to thank!
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News from Overseas
“The FPS Council
has approved a
symbol for use on
other web sites for
links to the FPS
web site.”

The new FPS logo, for people to use on
their web sites as a link back to FPS, is
available at:

“The Fell Pony Society logo (in
whole or part) is a registered trade
mark and as such should only be used
by the Society and its recognised
daughter Societies/Support
Groups/Branches. The Council has
approved a new symbol, which is
available at left, for people to
download and use on their web sites
as a link back to the FPS site.”

www.fellponysociety.org

Cover Girls
“In your newsletter [Summer-Fall 2003]
you had pictures of Bridleway Books in
an article. The book on Cumbria with
the two Fells on the front and back cover,
the brown pony is mine with me on it,
Sleddale David (now 19 years young),
and the black pony is Townend Hamish,
with Christine Robinson on board. We
did a photo shoot a number of years ago
now. It was great fun, but put me off
being a model!!”
Georgina Callister
England
Book covers courtesy the British Horse Society

Is This in Your Fell
Pony Library?
Clive Richardson’s 1990 edition of The
Fell Pony is out of print. Hardcover, 119
pages, it’s chock-full of photos not found
in the smaller, paperback, 1981 and 2000
editions.
Bibliophiles and Fell-fanatics may find
occasional copies via used book stores and
online sources, including:

www.bookfinder.com
Cover by permission of J.A. Allen & Co., London

ISBN 0-85131-511-9
Front cover - Bewcastle Bonny
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Mystery Solved!
Sleddale Black Prince
Located in Germany
In the last issue of The Fell Pony Express, we
reprinted David Anthony Murray’s 3 articles
about his travels with Sleddale Black Prince
through Cumbria in 1999. David thought
Prince was in Germany, but wasn’t sure
where. Thanks to the sleuthing of Barbara
Müller, the errant Prince has been found,
living with Mrs. B. Muhr. Here’s a recent
note (translated from German):

“I’ve had Prince for 4 years. He is an
absolutely smashing friend. Prince lives
together with 3 other ponies. We ourselves are a family with 7 children.”
Mrs. B. Muhr

Update on Fell Foal Syndrome Research
By Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
As most of you are probably aware, there is a rare syndrome found in Fell pony foals, with approximately 10-12
cases reported each year worldwide, out of 300-350 foals being born. Affected foals appear healthy until about 4-6 weeks,
when they begin to lose condition and eventually die or are
euthanized before weaning. The cause of death is usually severe anemia as well as multiple infections. The underlying
cause of disease is unknown, but is believed to be due to a
genetic fault. Foals that are healthy at 3 months of age are no
longer at risk. Additional information about this disease has
been published in the last two issues of the Fell Pony Express,
and can be found reprinted on the FPSNA website at
www.fpsna.org/newsarticles/dnatesting.htm (follow the
links for “What is the syndrome”).

lymphocytes, since a deficiency of these is considered a
marker for the syndrome, as well as tests for selenium, glutathione peroxidase (one of the enzymes which contains selenium), etc. Additional studies were aimed at understanding
bone marrow development in Fell foals, since it was not
known whether the bone marrow was fully functioning at birth
in normal Fell foals. This was important because affected
foals may be born with normal blood counts, but later are
shown to have a type of bone marrow failure. Blood cells are
made in the liver of the fetus in the earlier stages of pregnancy
but in other horses (and humans) later in pregnancy the bone
marrow begins to take over. How and when this occurs normally in a Fell foal needs to be understood in order to identify
abnormal development in affected foals.

When we learned last year that there was no funding available for syndrome research in the U.K., and also that the researchers at Liverpool had no import permit to receive diagnostic samples from North America, my husband and I set out
to organize a research effort on this side of the pond. We are
very fortunate to have several well-known scientists involved
in this now, and through collaborative efforts several major
advances have been made in the study of this rare disease. The
multidisciplinary team includes specialists in equine immunology, pathology, and genetics, in addition to human hematology, pathology and bone marrow failure, involving Cornell
University, Harvard University and the University of Kentucky.

In addition to involvement by North American breeders in
this study, we have also had cooperation from other European
countries with affected or presumptively affected foals. This
has been most helpful since the disease is extremely rare here
and samples from affected foals are obviously critical in the
research! One of the researchers does have an import permit
to receive samples from almost anywhere in the world, so anyone around the globe wishing to help with this research, particularly regarding the genetic studies, could contribute by
sending samples.

We met with the Cornell researchers last autumn to set up a
formal research project. One of the areas which needed to be
studied was to establish normal values in Fell pony foals. This
is critical information in the understanding of any disease since
what is abnormal may not be recognized unless one knows
what normal looks like! For example, it is surprising how
much variation there is between breeds in many simple tests
such as a hematocrit or “PCV” (packed cell volume), which
can also be quite age-dependent in a young foal. Some breeds
normally have significantly higher levels than others even in
adults (eg., Thoroughbreds vs. Arabs). Furthermore, all foals,
including Fells, may develop what is called a “physiologic
anemia” after birth as a result of rapid growth and rapid expansion of blood volume. But because anemia is also one of the
earliest signs of the syndrome in a Fell pony foal, it is important to understand where the line is drawn between a
“physiologic” and “pathologic” anemia. Thus, my husband
and I agreed to serially test our foals right from birth, and a
few other North American breeders also agreed to help with
this research, too. Since my mares typically cooperate by going into labor when I am home at night, I was even able to get
cord blood samples on several of the foals, primarily to answer
the question as to whether the foals are completely dependent
on the mother’s colostrum for antibodies in the newborn period, or do they begin making antibodies on their own in
utero? Other serial blood tests have included the tests for B
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This research is ongoing and I am not at liberty at the moment to publish the preliminary results here, but I can share a
few points and practical considerations:
•

•

B lymphocyte numbers may be quite variable in very
young Fell foals less than 1 month of age. Therefore in
foals of this age group, the B lymphocyte assay may neither confirm nor exclude the diagnosis of the syndrome,
i.e., this test cannot be used as a “screening test” in very
young foals. However, very low B-lymphocytes (not total
lymphocytes) in foals approximately 4 weeks of age or
older, as shown in other studies, may provide presumptive
evidence for the syndrome in the appropriate clinical setting. B-lymphocyte testing requires a specialized lab,
since this cannot be measured with the standard “CBC”
(or complete blood count, which only measures total lymphocytes).
Syndrome foals are not clinically anemic at birth and may
have totally normal blood counts at birth, too. The rate at
which the anemia develops is affected by the natural turnover of red blood cells as well as the growth rate of the
foal. As the foal grows, there is rapid expansion of blood
volume and if the foal cannot make red blood cells effectively, its blood count will drop since it cannot make
enough to “fill” the growing blood volume. A syndrome
foal that is small with failure to thrive could theoretically
develop anemia more slowly than a rapidly growing, otherwise robust syndrome foal for this reason.
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Update on Fell Foal Syndrome Research (continued from page 35)

•

•

•

•

It is again important to note that although the syndrome is
presumed to be due to a simple recessive defect, this IS
NOT YET PROVEN. The syndrome is undoubtedly due
to a genetic fault, and is most likely recessive, but one
should bear in mind that similar diseases in humans can be
“familial” or sporadic (i.e., multifactorial, or caused by
more than one gene +/- an environmental “trigger”), or
autosomal dominant with incomplete penetrance. In the
latter case, only one parent, expressing no signs of disease
whatsoever, would have to be a carrier to produce an affected offspring. (The “incomplete penetrance” refers to
the fact that both child and parent have the same single
copy of gene, but for unknown reasons only the child develops the disease.) What is clear is that this problem
affects all major lines in the small Fell pony population, so
avoiding presumed “carriers” (which may not be an accurate assumption!) could have devastating effects. There
were 3 major genetic bottlenecks during the last century –
a 4th could be lethal to the gene pool. Presumed carriers
should NOT be eliminated from the gene pool simply for
this reason, especially when we are dealing with an endangered breed. As with any breeding program, all the
strengths and faults of any pony should be considered in
deciding whether a pony, carrier or not, has good things to
offer to the gene pool. Some of the best overall quality
stallions of the last decade are known to have produced
syndrome foals. Imagine what the breed quality would be
like without the contributions of these ponies!
Transfusions are sometimes given to syndrome foals. It is
important to realize that the transfused blood could interfere with B-lymphocyte testing, DNA-testing and genetic
studies. Blood samples for B-lymphocyte or DNA testing
should be obtained before any transfusion is given. If
blood cannot be obtained, a hair sample (including root
bulbs) can be used for the genetic studies. 15-25 hairs
may suffice, either pulled from the mane or from the base
of the tail.
There are a number of pathological findings in syndrome
foals, but the hallmark is abnormal and deficient red blood
cell production (“erythroid hypoplasia”) in the bone marrow. Although the diagnosis of the syndrome could be
confirmed with peripheral blood via B cell testing, since B
lymphocyte production is also adversely affected in this
disease, this test has to be done on fresh blood no more
than a couple of days old. A hematocrit or PCV of <10 in
a Fell pony foal, typically at 4-6 weeks of age, is virtually
diagnostic of the syndrome, since not much else could
cause a blood count to be that low in a Fell foal other than
obvious hemorrhage. Hemolysis (red cell destruction) due
to other diseases can also cause severe anemia, but this is
usually easily excluded with simple lab testing.
The single most reliable test for confirmation of the diagnosis is a bone marrow aspirate. Thus, if there is any
problem getting a blood sample tested for B cells in a
timely fashion, or if the foal is very small and/or younger
than 4 weeks (in which case he/she may not yet be se-
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verely anemic), the bone marrow aspirate should be very
valuable. Lymph node evaluations are also helpful. If the
foal dies or is euthanized, bone marrow rapidly deteriorates and so the sample must be obtained within 30 minutes of death. This is often obtained from the sternum but
can also be obtained from the pelvis at the point of the hip.
This procedure involves a simple needle aspiration at the
point of the hip, where the bone in a young foal is still
rather soft and a sample can be obtained with a needle
almost as easily as a blood draw. If the foal is still living,
a local anesthetic is helpful so the procedure is painless,
and, since it is easiest to do this with the foal lying down,
a tranquilizer is usually necessary. A bone marrow aspirate may be the only way to reliably confirm or exclude
the diagnosis of the syndrome in foals less than 1 month
of age. This is particularly important if the foal has an
atypical or early presentation of illness, which could be
due to something other than the syndrome. Foals of any
breed can succumb to problems such as anemia and infections from a variety of causes, so just because it is a Fell
foal it does not necessarily mean the cause of its illness is
the syndrome.
We are very grateful to all the scientists involved in this
research, who have donated their time, expertise, and sophisticated testing purely out of interest. We are also grateful to our
herd, who have cooperated fully without any fuss! Perhaps the
most amazing thing to me in working on this project was to
have more than one mare allow me to obtain cord blood samples immediately after birth, while mother and baby were still
connected by it! These mares included at least one that was
practically straight off the fells and virtually untouched until
just months before. These are truly people-oriented ponies to
put that kind of trust in a human at such a critical moment in
time. Of course, they know we would never do anything to
hurt them or their babies, and graciously allowed us to do this
research, which is so important for the breed.
Such research may be important for children, too, since
there are childhood diseases with strong similarities to the syndrome found in Fells. This is the reason the pediatric hematologists at Harvard became interested in this study and have
been a great help to us. This is also the reason that the NIH
(National Institutes of Health) has urged us to apply for one of
their research grants so that we can do even more. What a
great consolation to those that have lost Fell foals if this research may end up helping children, too! Finally, none of this
research we are doing would be possible without the hard work
and tremendous dedication of my husband, Dr. Ed Earley,
DVM, to whom I am most grateful.
Since I am the contact person for this research team, please
do not hesitate to contact me with questions or if you would
like to try to help with the research in any way, either by email at lhf@sunlink.net or by phone/fax at 570-320-0254
(USA). We hope to be able to share breakthroughs in this research with everyone very soon.
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
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“You’ll Fall in Love with Fell Ponies”, by Mary Jean Gould-Earley,
appeared in the July/August 2004
issue of Young Rider Magazine.
Reprinted with permission from
Lesley Ward, Editor.

Author’s Notes:
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•

Page 1 - Headshot is Waverhead Robbie. Grey mare is
Orton Hall Dusky, ridden by
Rebecca Morland. (Photo
should be credited to Carole
Morland, not me!)

•

Page 3 - Photo is of the Duke of
Edinburgh driving Her Majesty’s Fell ponies.

•

Page 3 - Photo is of Lune Valley Dolly being ridden by my
niece, Jessica O’Donnell.
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FPSNA
Breeders

FPSNA
Breeders

Laurel Highland Farm

Victory Acres

Edward T. Earley, DVM
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
Web: www.laurelhighland.com
Email: lhf@sunlink.net

Kristen Staehling
4937 Deer Path Road
Suffolk, Virginia 23437
Phone: 757-651-4601
Email: regalfells@juno.com

(continued)

Majestic Stables

Dan Shanahan
2687 St. Rt. 274
Huntsville, Ohio 43324
Phone: (937) 686-5202
Email: harnsmkr@loganrec.com
Musta Hevonen Farm

Larry & Wendy Ihlang
PO Box 1185
Rainier, Washington 98576
Phone: 360-446-0142
Web: www.fellponies.com
Email: fellpony@yelmtel.com
Sandhaven Stables

Amy Kroll
2685 144th Ave.
Dorr, MI 49323
Email: kakroll91@yahoo.com
Stonecreek Farm

Shannon Albert and Karen Sorensen
1183 Oak Ridge Road
Denison, Texas 75021
Phone: 903-337-0255
Web: www.thefellpony.com
Email: stonecreek.farm@thefellpony.com
Toadstool Farm

Jacqueline Collen-Tarrolly
13547 Ventura Blvd. #443
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423
Web: www.toadstoolfarm.com
Turkey Trot Rare Breeds

Jenifer Morrissey
PO Box 1034
Walden, Colorado 80480
Phone: 970-723-4316
Web: www.raresteeds.com/TurkeyTrot
Email: workponies@frii.com
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FPSNA
Licensed Stallions
Stallions at Laurel Highland Farm:

*Waverhead Robbie
FP50109C*; License No. FP178K
Black; Foaled 1993
*Waverhead Model IV
FP51000C*; License No. FP289R
Black; Foaled 1999
Stallions at Stonecreek Farm:

*Goytvalley Magic Minstrel
FP50026C*; License No. FP145J
Black; Foaled 1992
*Ralfland Ranger
FP51261C
Black; Foaled 2001
Stallions at Turkey Trot Rare Breeds:

Midnightvalley Timothy
FP50889C*; License No. FP287Q
Black with star and white
bilateral hind coronet to
fetlock; Foaled 1998

Who is the stallion that appears in more
than 90% of currently licensed
Fell stallion pedigrees?
He’s shown here as a colt at the 1959 Keswick Show
in the UK.

If you don’t know, you can find the answer in
the 2004 FPSNA calendar.
He’s the December calendar boy!

A great collector’s item
… and a great way to
help support FPSNA!

50% OFF

2004 is half over … but
there’s still time to add
this to your collection of
wonderful Fell photos!
As well as the ponies on
the cover, you’ll find
Raisburn Lettie, Orton
Hall Danny, Heltondale
Black Prince III, Lunesdale Mountain Princess,
plus Murthwaite Mulan
(seen in-line at the 2002
Breed Show).
Take advantage of our

Fell Photo Bonanza

Summer Sale!

Only $6.00
Plus $3.85 priority mail
Volume 3, Number 1

Calendars are spiral bound and protected by sturdy plastic covers.

Clockwise, top right corner: Stonecreek Rosanna, Midnightvalley Poppy, Townend Rheged, Turkey Trot Fells, Waverhead Robbie
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The Official Publication of
The Fell Pony Society of
North America, Inc.
The Fell Pony Society of North America, Inc. (FPSNA), Registered Overseas
Branch #1 of the Fell Pony Society
(FPS) (UK), is the first approved Overseas Branch of FPS anywhere in the
world. FPSNA is also the oldest and
largest Fell pony organization in North
America and was established in 2001
with the support of the majority of Fell
owners and breeders in North America.
We were legally incorporated in January
2002 as a not-for-profit organization.
Our mission is to promote and preserve the Fell Pony breed in North
America in ways that are consistent
with the rules and regulations of FPS.
All FPSNA breeders are members-ingood-standing with our registry, FPS,
through which all of our foals are registered and stallions are licensed for breeding.

c/o Roxanne Dimyan
2019 NE 179th St., #J45
Ridgefield, Washington 98642
Email: fellpony@pacifier.com

We’re on the web!
www.fpsna.org

www.fpsna.org
I’m a Fell pony colt
who grew up to be a
stallion. I appear in
more than 90% of currently licensed Fell
stallion pedigrees.

At the FPSNA web site
you can now:

Who am I?
(Look inside the back
page for another
clue … and a great
deal on the 2004
FPSNA calendar!)

50% OFF

•

Fill out online membership for
FPSNA and FPS.

•

Make payment by PayPal using
your credit card for membership
and fundraising items (t-shirts,
calendars … and more in the
future!)

•

Read back issues of The Fell
Pony Express

Email: info@fpsna.org

