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Message from FPSNA Chairman
It's been another Fell-filled year for FPSNA and I hope it has been a good one for all
of you and your ponies!
I'd like to thank Shannon Albert for all her help on the FPSNA Council. Shannon
has been very busy with work and recently stepped down as a Council member. But
I know she'll still be there for us and continue to help promote Fell ponies as best
she can!
I'd also like to thank Wendy Ihlang for helping out as General Secretary. It was a
tough year for FPSNA with the passing of our former Secretary, the late Sheila Amdor, and we really appreciated Wendy's help through all that. Sheila would also be
pleased to know that her ponies found a good home with a growing number of Oregon Fell ponies!
Lastly, I'd like to welcome Lisa Lindholm as our new General Secretary. Lisa can
be reached at info@fpsna.org. As you may already know, Lisa lives in Minnesota
and has 2 Fell ponies, in addition to an assortment of other critters! She also runs an
animal shelter and is a very enthusiastic supporter of the Fell pony breed.

Mary Jean and newborn filly,
Laurelhighland English Rose (August, 2000)

Happy New Year to all and best wishes for
2007!
Take care,
Mary Jean
Chairman, FPSNA, Inc.

Don’t Lose Out by Snoozing ...
For those wishing to have FPSNA pay
any FPS fees (which must be paid in
pounds) on your behalf, remember we
forward payments to FPS (approx.) quarterly, beginning approximately February
1. Dues must be received by FPS by
February 15 in order for members to
have voting privileges, so renewals must
be received by FPSNA by January 31 in
order for FPS to get them in time.
If you have stallion fees you want to
have paid also, the conversion is approx.
$2 / 1 pound (which usually leaves a little extra for FPSNA for postage overseas). (E.g., a 25-pound FPS fee would
be $50). If such fees are included in your
dues payment, please make sure you note
what the payment is for.
Note that the FPSNA Council has recently voted to nominally increase the
FPSNA dues by $5, effective January 11,
2007. (If you have already renewed,
don't worry - you just saved $5! :)) With
approximately 100 members, we are
hoping the added revenue will allow us
to afford liability insurance for the association. With all the expos our members
do this is probably long overdue. This
will not preclude the need for personal /
business liability insurance, but will help
protect our association. Rene' Bender
has been looking into this for us and we'll
let you know what we can arrange for
coverage.
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Included in this issue is
a membership renewal
form or you can
download an application and/or pay online
at www.fpsna.org
Once again, note that
to get your dues to
FPS by their deadline
we must RECEIVE
your payment no
later than January
Doobie (Mustahevonen Debut) asleep on the job before a Parelli clinic
31. If you recently
joined, i.e., on or after
November 1, 2006, your dues are
From the Editor
credited for 2007.
Once again, I’d like to give thanks for all
your contributions to The Fell Pony ExMary Jean Gould-Earley
press … and the messages of appreciaJanuary 11, 2007
tion for this little newsletter that keeps us
Fell-connected.

Important FPS date
For FPSNA to pay any FPS
fees, we must receive your
payment no later than

January 31

As well as sharing all your Fell news,
I’m happy that Kris Hughes, from Edinburgh, Scotland, agreed to write about
two of her passions, Fells and Parelli
Natural Horsemanship. Doobie
(Mustahevonen Debut) and I participated in two Parelli Level 1clinics this
fall. Helped me so much as I’m learning
to be a good leader for her … to slow
down, focus, ask politely, notice the
slightest try .
Here’s to the New Fell Year!
Roxanne Dimyan
The Fell Pony Express (FPSNA) - Fall/Winter 2006

Zone 3
Zone 1

Have you renewed your
2007
membership?

Zone 4

Zone 2

We hope so!
(This also applies to the annual
Breeders and Stallions lists.)
If not, go to www.fpsna.org to
print out a form or apply online.
… Or fill out the enclosed form.

FPSNA Council Regional Representatives
Zone 1: Mary Jean Gould-Earley
Zone 2: Kristen Staehling
Zone 3: Rene' Bender
Zone 4: Jenifer Morrissey
Zone 5 - Canada: Heather Rutherford

Here’s the crew … Your FPSNA Council

Heather Rutherford

Lisa Lindholm

Rene' Bender

Chairman: Mary Jean Gould-Earley
546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
lhf@sunlink.net
General Secretary: Lisa Lindholm
2626 Diane Lane
Hibbing, Minnesota 55746
218-263-5217
info@fpsna.org
Treasurer: Jenifer Morrissey
P.O. Box 134
Walden, Colorado 80480
970-723-4316
workponies@frii.com
Council Member-at-Large: Kristen Staehling
5333 O’Kelly Drive, Suffolk, Virginia 23437
757-651-4601
RegalFells@juno.com
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Mary Jean Gould-Earley

Kristen
Staehling

Council Member-at-Large: Heather Rutherford
2611 20th Sideroad
Innisfil, Ontario
Canada L9S4J2
1-705-436-5476
rutherford_heather@hotmail.com

Roxanne Dimyan

Council Member-at-Large: Rene' Bender
P.O. Box 31
Lincoln, CA 95648
916-205-7103
rbender@scoe.net
FPSNA / FPS Branch Representative:
Jenifer Morrissey
Newsletter Editor: Roxanne Dimyan
2019 NE 179th St., #J45
Ridgefield, Washington 98642
360-258-5825
fellpony@pacifier.com

Jenifer Morrissey
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FPSNA / FPS Branch Representative Message
Greetings FPSNA members.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as
your Branch Representative, liaising between FPSNA and the Fell Pony Society
Overseas committee in England. It’s
been a very quiet year for this position.
When I was in Cumbria, England, in
October, I did receive one casual comment that I thought I would pass along.
Some members of the Overseas Committee expressed some concern that Fell
ponies were being shown in America
with glitter on the ponies and costumes
on the riders rather than in traditional
Fell pony fashion. I pointed out that
when Fells are competing against other
breeds, they may sometimes be turned
out non-traditionally in order to compete
successfully. I also pointed out that cos-

Sandhaven News

tumes on riders were not unique to
America, as anyone who saw the Spring
Fell Pony Society newsletter observed.
All of that being said, I think it is important that when Fell ponies are being
exhibited as representatives of their
breed, they should be turned out in
ways consistent with the Fell Pony Society’s guidelines. Those guidelines
state in part: “Ponies to be shown unplaited and untrimmed, including
head, face mane and tail which should
not have previously been plaited as the
hair should be straight and silky. Eye
makeup and hair dyeing is not permitted.”
If you are exhibiting a Fell pony, as opposed to showing one, and especially
when exhibiting under the auspices of the
On June 2, Penny gave birth to a very
healthy colt, Sandhaven Jamison. He is
sired by Waverhead Model IV. Jamison is a fun loving colt and my 8-yearold daughter, Ellisa, loves to play with
him.

Jenifer Morrissey
& Restar Mountain Shelley III

Fell Pony Society of North America, I
would appreciate your consideration of
this topic.
Best wishes for a Fell pony-filled 2007!
Jenifer Morrissey
Jamison is currently offered for sale.
I also have a 2 ½ year old colt that is a
son of Drybarrows Penny and Waverhead Flash. His name is Sandhaven
Donovan. He will start a little light
training this winter with driving and I
will be taking him to the Midwest Horse
Show in April.
Penny is expecting another foal in May,
this one is sired by Lunesdale Mercury.
We are wishing everyone a Happy New
Year and keep enjoying your Fells.

Ellisa & Drybarrows Penny

Hi, from Sandhaven Stables in Michigan.
This past April, I took my 8-year-old
mare, Drybarrows Penny, to the Midwest Horse Show in Madison, Wisconsin
and had a lot of fun.

Amy Kroll
Michigan
Sandhaven Donovan, Ellisa,
& Sandhaven Jamison

To the Editor …
Thank you for the very nice article that you set-up for us last issue. I
have a copy for each of the boy’s photo/scrap books of their trip [to Cumbria, England]. They were very impressed.
Nothing much has happened with Regal [Laurelhighland Jake], except
he started his ground training with Jeff Morse in the western part of Massachusetts, as of last summer. We plan to send him back next year. We
will be very anxious to then start driving him next fall. It has been a long
wait. Olga and I enjoy the great job that you have been doing with the
newsletter and will be looking forward to the next issue.
Bruce Hausser
Massachusetts
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Jan Galland (Texas) & Stonecreek Starbuck
“He really is a BIG MAMA’S BOY! … I’ve never had
a horse/pony with a disposition like his.”
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Home on the Range
We have not been up to too much, it has
been pretty bad weather in Central Oregon.
I have, however, been voted in for probationary status for the Crook County Sheriff's Posse. We have many hours of training to complete before we can be voted in
as members, it may take as long as 6 to 8
months.
Until spring we will only be participating
in some indoor arena rides and possibly a 2
-hour trail ride with Posse members on the
1st of January. Later in the spring, we will
help my husband move cattle and sort off
pairs.
Sherry Bouris and
Royce (Mustahevonen Taisto)
Oregon

Wise Winston
Winston, "Stonecreek Timothy's Mir
Image", finally got back from Richard
Winters, the trainer at the Thatcher
School in Ojai, California. He was with
him for 90 days, getting a great foundation. I have to tell you it was such a thrill
to finally get on him, I only have been
waiting for 4 years.
The first time I went out there to see him,
Richard said,"You ready to ride?" I was
like YEA!!! But on the other hand I was
like, Hm-mm, I have never been on such
a green horse and would I get bucked off
or something.
Well, I climbed on and headed for the
hills, and what a ride it was. We went
way up in the hills and back, just a perfect first ride. Boy, was that was fun.

A Christmas Family Photo … Oh, give me a home, where a Fell pony roams ...
Sherry Bouris & Royce (Mustahevonen Taisto), third from left, with her husband & sons

The next time we rode I got to lope him
and trot in the hills and he did just great
again.
The next time I rode we went way back
in the hills on some terrain that you
would not believe. Richard put me in the
lead and said, "Get ready to grab some
mane and lean forward, he will do all
the work." It was almost straight up...
(I was hoping we were not going down
this one. We didn't.) We made it just
fine and went down a few others toward
the Thatcher school again.
Richard had been using Winston for a
lead horse working with the kids and he
really likes him, but he said that you
really have to push this breed, they really
want to please. Everyone one wanted to
know what he was, of course, they all
thought he was a small Friesian, they
have never heard or seen a Fell pony.
Richard also said he could not believe
his feet, very sure footed and would
take any terrain with no problems.
The last lesson we worked in the arena
and did turns and side passing and all
kinds of stuff. Richard did a great job
and I would recommend him to anyone
in the area that wants a good trainer.

Pam Walters, Winston (Stonecreek Timothy’s
Mir Image) & Richard Winters
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The day I picked him up, I headed to a
spooky objects clinic with the CHP
Posse. That was another 2 hours away
and when I unloaded him they all thought
I was nuts. They said you just have 90

days on him and not even really ridden
him and you are going to do this clinic
with guns shooting and all kinds of scary
things. I was like, maybe your right, but
I thought it would be good for him and
me. And it was... He did great. We had
a day of drill team and he did great with
all the other horses. Then we had a sensory training class with shooting guns
and sirens and flying tarps and he did all
that, too. It turned out to be great clinic
for me and for him. I learned a lot about
him and the way he moves and what to
expect on a new horse. We rode for 8
hours the first day of the clinic and 7
hours the next day, then, I had to drive
home for 2 hours. We were so tired, both
of us.
We are home now and doing great. We
ride about every other day at the equestrian center or at home. I have walked
the trails at home, but have not been on
him yet, because we have to cross a lot of
streets and I want him to get used to all
the cars and trucks and bikes. But this
has been a great year for Winston and I.
We have learned so much and come a
long way.
Looking forward to a great year of riding
my Fell and going camping in the near
future, and next, cart training. What a
great horse ... and what a looker he has
turned out to be ... my Winston.
Pam Walters
California
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Summerfield Whirlwind
This has been one whirlwind of a year.
We thought fencing, electric, water lines,
and shelters for the horses was keeping
us busy, until my mother became ill in
November of last year. We are happy to
say, that after almost a year, my mother,
85 years old, is now cancer free. I took
her back to Arizona in October, so she
can terrorize my sister for awhile ... just
kidding. Now maybe we can slow down
and relax? Ha, Ha, I forgot we have
horses!
Anyway, Diamond [Llancloudy Magic
Diamond] is learning to drive. I am
looking for a cart for him, an easy entry
if possible. So, if anyone knows of one,
not too far from here, please let me
know. Diamond is still a stunning,
sweet, ornry (check the spelling) stud,
and beautiful as ever! I didn't include
any new pictures of him because, I have
tried several times to do so and he gets
too dirty. My black horses are easier to
photograph ... you just dust them off and
they shine! So, enjoy the few I just took
of them this week.

Summerfield Gina & Cody

Rain, Rain, Go Away ...

Littletree Born Supremacy’s first run
in his new Oregon pasture
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My 13-year-old son, soon to be 14, and I
are learning to drive, and how to do
"Parelli". We attended a weekend Parelli seminar and we are hooked. Our
filly weanling, Summerfield Gina, has
only had three, ½-hour ground training
sessions, and is already backing with a
tug on the tail. Not only is she a beauty,
she is a quick study. If you haven't been
to any of Parelli's demonstrations, you
don't know what you are missing. And it
is so easy. Gina is a few days shy of 11months-old now, and will make a great
broodmare/ riding/ driving prospect.
Helingey Baroness (aka Nessy), Gina's
dam, is currently learning Parelli, and is
green broke. This is thanks to Laura
Howell of Dark Horse Farm, in Sanford,
Florida, owner of Laurelhighland Diamond (aka Bling), a beautiful yearling
filly Fell she bought from Mary Jean.
She helped us wean Gina, by swapping
Bling with Nessy, so Gina wouldn't be
alone, and gentled Nessy to saddle while
she was there. I couldn't have done it

without her. Nessy is currently carrying
Diamond's first U.S. bred foal, which is
due end of March, early April. This foal
is for sale.
Otherwise, our web site was put on hold
due to more than one thing, (including
hiring the wrong web master), so look for
it to be completely renewed soon in the
new year. I will post an ad for the foal
with the new site. IF you need to contact
us, use the breeder's/stallion ad on the
FPSNA site. My cell is the best way.
Oh, by the way, we couldn't resist adding
a picture of us. It was taken in front of
our friend's fireplace, on Christmas Day.
Now you will know what we look like
when we finally get to go to another
show.
Warm Wishes for a Happy Healthy New
Year. Enjoy your family while you have
them. Life is short.

Maryanne Spencer and Family
at Summerfield Stud in Florida

Helingey Baroness & Cody

I really like it out here in Portland! I
wanted to come out because of the
dressage stables ... There's one barn in
particular that teaches classical dressage. There wasn't much in the way
of dressage in North Carolina and I've
found some great stables around this
area. Jason [Littletree Born Supremacy] loves having a stall again
and often, when I come to let him out
in the mornings, he's laying down
napping. I personally love having an
indoor arena, especially in this rainy
area.
Allison Wolff
Oregon

Admirable Letty
Raisburn Letty is well, happy, glossy,
muddy and the sleigh is awaiting snow.
She and I did some 4-H demonstrations
in driving this summer, and won admiration all over. "Will she be for sale
soon?", one small girl asked me! (I don't
think so.)
Other than that, we trail ride, trail drive,
give lessons and endear ourselves to my
grandchildren … 4 and 3.
Judith Bean-Calhoun
Maine
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Rapunzel, Rapunzel … Let Down Your Hair
Orton Hall Danny and I had some exciting times this fall. Amongst other performances, we were clinicians with a young trainer and his stallion (Paul Esh and
Quiote) at Colorado's Horse Expos in Grand Junction and Durango. We gave
numerous clinics and performances, enjoying talks with many wonderful clinicians and spectators.
Dan gave his most focused performance in December, performing an extended
"at liberty" dance with me. His transitions were executed on his hind legs, not
missing a beat when I asked for direction changes. He was having such fun, he
made me feel young again!
Patricia Burge
Colorado
Left - Patricia Burge & Orton Hall Danny

On the Road Again
Braeberry Farm has had a year of disappointments, excitements and road trips.
The year started with an aborted foal for
no identifiable reason, but a month later
our latest mare was on her way from
Amsterdam. Murthwaite Chanthal
flew into LAX the last weekend of February and there were no, absolutely no
shippers available to transport her to the
CEM quarantine. So, with 24 hours I
borrowed a truck, hooked up my Brenderup and drove to LA to get her myself,
stopping in Redding, California, to pick
up my sister to help drive. Chanthal arrived in Boring, Oregon, five weeks before she foaled her first, Braeberry
Barnabas, a lovely colt with an awesome personality. This was our only
purebred foal this year.
The Horse Fair and Expo in Albany, Oregon, was a partnership this year with
Blooming Dales Stud. BroughHill Hadrian’s Wall and Townend Bunny were
meant to be there, but the dry road I’d
traveled on two weeks earlier was now
impassable to René [Bender]. The snow
and high winds gave her little choice but
to return home and me to find substitute
Fells. So, who do I feel safest taking to
an expo with no prep? Babies. Braeberry Bonnie Lass, barely halter-broke
and never in a trailer, and Deerstones
Lillian got the privilege of representing
Fells alongside two mature and very
pregnant Dales. By the end of the weekend Bonnie was leading splendidly and
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being groomed all over her body as if it
had happened since day one. To me, a
testament of the temperament of this fun
breed! I admit I didn’t try to bathe her,
but she looked pretty good without it
after all the grooming.

We visited Copperbeech Fells in Cornwall and attended the Fell Breed Show. I
enjoyed watching the costume class, the
driving class and chatting with a few
people I’d met on previous visits, and of
course, buying FPS merchandise!

I was so pleased with Bonnie that a
month later, when given short notice for
an M&M class in Roseburg, Oregon, I
decided to take her. Still no bath, but
very well groomed and dusted, we drove
4 hours, waited 3 hours and had 15 minutes in the show ring with a Connemara
and a Highland. Bonnie received many
compliments from the Welsh people
about how calm, alert and well-behaved
she was, even with the auto racetrack
next door and garbage blowing round,
that again I felt happy I’d chosen this
breed.

Entering fall, Hadrian and Bunny again
went to Rene’s for the winter, though a
friend and I delivered them this time. In
November my husband and son joined
me on the drive north to take Barnabas to
his new home with Elise, where we also
got to meet Hadrian’s dam. December
brought the purchase of Copperbeech
Casper, a future stud who will be shared
with Jennifer in Bend, Oregon. He was
to arrive before Christmas, but weather
kept him on the wrong side of the English Channel. We await his arrival soon.

May brought goodbye to Bonnie, via a
road trip. A friend, my almost three-year
-old son, and I loaded up a Volvo and
Brenderup and drove Bonnie to Wisconsin to her new owner, Dachia. I appreciated the chance to experience horse hotels and planning a trip around a pony’s
(and 3-year-old’s!) needs. With Hadrian
and Bunny still in California, René asked
me to be involved with the Western
States Horse Expo in Sacramento, California. Hadrian and Braeberry Anne
were among the Fell representatives.
After bringing Bunny and Hadrian home,
all our Fells were on the farm for the first
time mid-June.
Our family visit to England happened in
August and, of course, included Fells.

We hope 2007 holds more foals, less
road trips and maybe a larger farm!
Cheryl Dutton
Oregon

Braeberry Barnabas & Murthwaite Chantal
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Snowplows ‘R Us
It’s been a year of change here at Willowtrail Farm, home of Turkey Trot Rare
Breeds. In January we bid good-bye to
Midnightvalley Timothy, my first stallion, and Turkey Trot Mountain Man,
his son, who are happy with their new
owners. In May we welcomed Restar
Mountain Shelley III, who survived her
long trip from Cumbria better than I did
waiting for her.
This summer I was very excited to register a new prefix - Willowtrail – that reflects my commitment to breeding quality Fell ponies, no matter where I live.
The name comes from the fact that willows follow all the water courses here in
Colorado, including artificial ones like
the ditches along our driveway, as well
as the natural ones like the Michigan
River that flows through the ponies’
summer pasture.
During the summer we also welcomed
four foals: two Fell ponies, one Fell
cross, and a Norwegian Fjord horse.

We’ve already bid good-bye to Willowtrail Rosehip, who joins her half-brother
in Florida. Rosie is out of Newfarm
Valencia. Can you guess the connection
between Val and Rosie’s names? Willowtrail Columbine is still here, the first
foal for both my imported stallion,
Guards Apollo, and my first-born Fell,
Turkey Trot Sand Lily. Collie is a
thrill for me as my first second-generation Fell pony. She is everything I hoped
she would be. My Fell cross, Willowtrail Meg, is out of my best working
pony, a Shetland-Welsh, by Midnightvalley Timothy. Meg is very much her
mother’s daughter, promising to be a
very versatile pony, with her father’s
black coloring. I like Meg so much that
I’ve re-bred her mother to Guards
Apollo.
In October we bid good-bye to Newfarm
Valencia, my second Fell mare, who
could not have found a better home at
Moonlit Fell Ponies. It is
such a thrill to place a pony,
especially an adult, in such a
good place, and Val deserved no less.

Willowtrail Randver, Meg, Columbine & Rosehip in November

Moonlight on the Trail

Newfarm Valencia & Elise Miller
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My first Fell pony & my first secondgeneration Fell pony: Turkey Trot Sand Lily
& Willowtrail Columbine

As I write these words, I’ve spent the day
digging out from a 40” snowstorm. Bless
these tough ponies who weathered the
storm better than I did, despite dragging
their bellies!
Jenifer Morrissey - Colorado

Willowtrail Columbine plows snow after our
40 inch, December 20 snowstorm.

It has been a busy fall season at the
Moonlit Fell Pony Farm. Newfarm Valencia joined our family in the beginning
of October. She is such a wonderful
pony! We have taken her on a few trail
rides, and have used her for my daughter's riding lessons. She is very cooperative, sweet as they come, and very willing. She goes right through the puddles,
and slowly under branches. She has a
great mothering way about her, and she
is in foal with imported Guards Apollo
for a September foal. She has found her
forever home with us.
Braeberry Barnabas joined our family
shortly after in November. He will be
our future stallion, as he brings newer

bloodlines to North America. He is a
nice laidback colt, and gets along well
with the mares. He shows lots of bone
and nice straight fine feather. I plan on
having him trained in dressage, and will
use him to help promote the breed locally.
Elise Miller
Snohomish,
Washington

Left Braeberry
Barnabas
& Elise Miller
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An Apple a Day
Lots of news from WindSwept Farms.
We have acquired our prefix and are now
ApplebyFair Fell Ponies. And what an
incredible year we have had.
September saw the birth of ApplebyFair
Maximus (pending). He is a beautiful
brown colt out of Lunesdale Mountain
Heather (aka Mary) and by Guards
Jester. He is currently being weaned
and will be offered for sale as a potential
stallion after the first of the year. Max
has already been a wonderful ambassador
for the breed. He attended the Equine
Affaire in Massachusetts with his mother
and Hardendale Black Jack (aka Mer-

Merlin (Hardendale Black Jack)

Frivolity Reigns
Greetings from Minnesota! What a busy
year we have had! Laurelhighland Victor continued his show career and traveled quite a bit! I showed Victor in hand
at four dressage shows on our circuit. He
did very well, with his scores averaging
between 68% to 75.5%. He is currently
up for an end-of-the-year highpoint
award, which we will find out about in
January.

lin). It was wonderful to have three different colored Fells on display. Mary is
gray, Merlin is black and Max is brown.
The breed demonstration was shared with
Karen and Shannon who traveled all the
way from Texas. Karen rode Glory
[Inglegarth Celebration] Western, I
rode Merlin English, and Mary and Max
were shown in hand. We received many
warm compliments on the demo and I
thought all the ponies did exceptionally
well.
Merlin spent about 6 months at the Kentucky Horse Park again this year. He
was used in the Parade of Breeds and
was a wonderful poster boy for all Fells.
This was Merlin's third stay at the park.
We miss him terribly when he's gone, but
it's such an honor to have a pony at that
wonderful facility. He was only home
for five days when he had to turn around
the head to the Equine Affaire. He's a
trooper and always does his job well. He
now has a few months to rest up before
we decide whether he will be shown by
us, or sent back to the park for another
season.
Deerstones JuneBug is now six years
old and filling out nicely. She has been
In September came his big trip to the
Dressage at Devon Show [Pennsylvania].
He was transported out east by professional shippers and first shipped to Mary
Jean's Laurel Highland Farm. This was a
return trip home for him as this is, of
course, his birthplace. I was thrilled to
have him back at Mary Jean's with the
opportunity to be near his Mum, Sleddale Lib V. I have never seen an offspring look so much like a parent as Victor looks like Lib. Identical heads!!
After a couple days of rest there, MJ
transported Victor down to the Devon
show for us. It was very exciting to meet
the other Fell ponies! Laurelhighland
Rambler was Champion Fell Pony and
what a handsome pony he is! Laurelhighland Gypsy is a gorgeous grey mare
(her mane is amazing!) and Laurelhighland Jewel was the most darling little
filly you'd ever want to meet. Victor
thought they were both lovely.

Lettie (Laurelhighland Frivolity)
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The September weather in Pennsylvania
was beautiful, as usual! We all had a
great time at the show and then it was

trained to ride and drive and is currently
being used by my 11-year-old daughter,
Kacy. We hope to move Kacy up to ride
Mary for the 2007 season, so JuneBug
has been put up for sale. We are hoping
to find her a wonderful driving home, as
that's what she really enjoys.
This winter will be spent looking for
another mare to add to our herd as well.
While a trip to England isn't planned just
yet, you never know, we may get lucky
enough to actually go and pick out our
new pony in person.
Here's hoping everyone had a wonderful
holiday!
Lisa Kyer - New York

ApplebyFair Maximus

back up to Mary Jeans for a day or two.
Victor was happy to get back up there
and be in those rolling fields before his
long journey home. I have some lovely
pictures of Mary Jean and Victor bonding in the field. I know he truly remembered her, as she takes so much time with
her foals at birth. That moment between
them was priceless. Mary Jean took our
trainer (who showed Victor for us) on a
tour of the place, we got to meet all the
babies and had a lovely lunch. It's always hard to say goodbye to Mary Jean,
Ed, Lauren and Janelle, as we never
know when we'll be back that way, but
we all had a great time. Thank you!
As you can see, I have included a photo of
Laurelhighland Frivolity (Lettie) at the age
of 15 months. She is growing up to be as
lovely as her parents, but looks like her Papa,
Waverhead Robbie. She is, however, quite a
clown! She has fun running through the field
and trying to play with Victor! She keeps
him going! She is precious and we are so
lucky to have her. We hope everyone has a
warm and wonderful winter with their ponies!

Lisa Lindholm - Minnesota
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Canadian Spirit

Mountain Spirit Ponies was a dream born
in the spring of 2006.
Some years ago, while browsing the
Internet for a forgotten reason, I came
across a picture of a Fell pony. The image was never forgotten and a dream
took wing.
In the past years, I have been very busy
showing and breeding cutting horses.
Suddenly, at the beginning of January, I
hung up my spurs, and decided that it
was time to bring forward my dream of
acquiring Fell ponies. To do something
with them that I always wanted to do ...
combined driving.
Once I had made my decision and had
my husband Christopher’s unfailing,
though initially confused, support, I began my search to find the best ponies I
could afford.
What started out as one pony, became a
shipment of 3, then individual finds, until
we now have a small herd of 7 ponies in
Canada and 2 still in England. Our herd
currently in Canada consists of three 2year-old fillies, a 5-year-old mare, a 6year-old mare, and 2 geldings. We have
a stud colt in England, whom we are confident will make a wonderful addition to
our breeding program, and we have a
filly currently running up in the Fells.

Our lovely mare, Stennerskeugh
Amanda May, 5 years old, has been in
harness training since July. She has become an ambassador for the breed. Our
trainer is so enchanted by Amanda that
she tells everybody who will listen of her
adoration of this mare in particular, but
also of the 4-year-old gelding also in her
training. So smitten by the Fell ponies’
attitude and aptitude for training, our
trainer would gladly turn away all other
horses for training, and fill her stalls with
only Fells.
I have been taking driving lessons on a
school horse and am working through the
Driving Certification Program. Amanda,
being a star pupil, will be ready for competition in the spring. She has taken to
her training in harness and under saddle
with an unflappable, patient and kind
attitude. All who have met or heard of
this pony believe her to be a one-of-akind jewel. She is very impressive.
However, in mid-December, our most
recent import, Lunesdale Shamrock,
arrived. From the moment we made her
acquaintance, we knew that this pony
would challenge Amanda for attention.
Shamrock was owned and shown by the
Woolley family and was successful in the
show ring, as a 3- and 4-year-old. Shamrock had a foal in 2006, and she is ready
for the next adventure – that of a riding
and driving pony.
It is my dream to have Amanda and
Shamrock as a combined driving pair by
2008. Whilst Amanda is surreal and serene in everything she does, with a patient and dreamy air, Shamrock has
sparks of mischief firing off of her lashes
like faery dust. I am very excited about
the future and the adventures of this pair.

It is my husband’s and my goal to be
back at the Lowther Driving Trials [in
England] in 2007, where we can watch
once again world renowned driving, but
also spend time attending Fell pony
shows, renewing friendships, and making
new acquaintances, and perhaps ... finding another one or two wonderful Fell
pony characters to bring back to Canada.
Eventually, Mountain Spirit Ponies will
begin its own breeding program. For
now, we are slowly and surely acquiring
a good foundation stock.
The adventures never end when there are
Fell ponies around. We certainly look
forward to the experiences that we will
acquire taking our Fells to combined
driving trials. It is far too exciting for
words. My only worry about it, is
truly ... what to do with all that mane!!
God Bless the Fell ponies … and the
folks who love them so.
Kim Renee Cote
Alberta , Canada

Drybarrows Buzzard, 3-year-old gelding

The Fell pony has captured our hearts.
We were fortunate to be able to spend a
couple weeks this past summer meeting
breeders in England and wandering about
the fells.

Stennerskeugh Amanda May
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I have only just met the Fell pony, and so
I have much to learn. Since they have
joined our family, my husband and I
have never enjoyed the equines more.
The antics and clownish ways of our
Fells, their simple and unassuming “joi
de vivre” style, makes them a joy ... a
true blessing to have around us. We are
so very much looking forward the future
with our ponies.

Lunesdale Shamrock’s arrival at airport, from
England, with Kim Renee Cote

The Fell Pony Express (FPSNA) - Fall/Winter 2006

Dream Hayven Wraps Up Its First Year

ponies absolutely fit that
description!
We thank the
Nomelands
and wish
them all the
best. Aurora
will be
Melissa Kreuzer riding Dickens (Florence) in front of their barn-to-be
missed, but
we
know
she
has
an
awesome
new famDream Hayven had an exciting fall seaily!
son, wrapping up our first operating year
beyond our expectations. Our charisShortly after Aurora’s departure, we bematic little filly Dream Hayven Aurora
came the proud new owners of Florence,
has found a loving wonderful home just a
a 5-year-old gelding purchased from
state away in Minnesota, with Rebecca
Theresa Thoburn of West Coast Fells in
and TJ Nomeland. The Nomelands were
California. “Dickens”, as we have
looking for something unique, beautiful
named him, has an excellent temperaand well-natured that both adults and
ment and can ride and drive (single and
children could enjoy. Of course Fell
pairs). We look forward to doing many
exhibitions, shows and clinics together
next year to promote the wonderful Fell
pony! Dickens is from English parentage, namely Sleddale Eddie x Cornriggs Rosey, born in Holland, and
trained in Germany. He certainly has
seen the world! My young daughter,
Greta, has really shown new enthusiasm
for riding since Dickens has joined our
family. It really shows there is nothing
that Fells can’t do, as most of the time I
ride first and then she rides second, with
only a slight modification to the stirrup
Lunesdale Mercury

New Year’s Greetings

(Overseas FPSNA
Member)
Left - Lunesdale
Mountain Mist
in Czech Republic
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Our beautiful grey stallion, Lunesdale
Mercury, had a very successful year as
well. Both our Fell mares are expecting
Mercury foals around the end of May
2007, along with several other mares
across the country. Foaling season can’t
come fast enough! Mercury also took in
a few months of professional training,
learning lots about ground driving, and
even some under saddle work. We anticipate an exciting year with Mercury, as
he will hopefully be seeing lots more of
America in ’07! In January, we will be
testing the merits of frozen semen and if
successful, will add that to our offerings
for next breeding season. Mercury’s
service fee shall remain at last year’s
pricing until April 2007, so if you are
thinking of breeding to Mercury contact
us soon!
Our farm itself is under construction, and
time is something we cannot get enough
of. The pony barn is almost complete,
and our home is started, with an anticipated finish date of … sometime next
summer! The ponies will move in long
before we do!
Melissa Kreuzer
Wisconsin

A Sad Farewell to Bobby

I wish you
HAPPY
NEW YEAR!
Gabriela Jasurek
Czech Republic

length (at age 7, Greta might be showing
signs of extreme luck - possibly inheriting a gene for long legs from an unknown relative!).

Bobby as a 3-year-old in Virginia
Bobby at 5 months with his dam at Laurel
Highland Farm in Pennsylvania

3-year-old Laurelhighland Bobby succumbed to an acute illness and passed
away unexpectedly over Christmas in Virginia. Bobby was out of Lune Valley
Dolly and by Severnvale Grey Bobby. He was a beautiful, good-natured pony
and this was a sad loss to the breed and to his owner, Paul Elliott.
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Last delivery …
our fall foal
harvest!

New Arrivals

ApplebyFair Maximus
s. Guards Jester
d. Lunesdale Mountain Heather

Kimberlake Angel
s. Stonecreek Magic Minstrel
d. Thornbeck Jade

Kimberlake Magic Rambler
s. Stonecreek Magic Minstrel
d. Ashness Mary D

2000 filly, Mustahevonen
Deco, is the original “stork foal”

Fell
Pony
Dream
Realized
Lisa
Lindholm

T

his portrait is a painting I commissioned Ellen Whitman to do. She is
a well-known equine artist that was gracious enough to do a very special portrait
for my husband Paul and me. I have
long wanted to pay homage to a very
special pony that stole my heart.
I had been out of the horse world for
about 22 years. I knew I wanted a pony
and when my research led me to Fell
ponies, I found Laurelhighland Farm, and
there I found the pony of dreams, Waverhead Robbie.
When I was a young girl, I was enamored
with a black pony in a book called,
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Kimberlake Magics Galileo
s. Stonecreek Magic Minstrel
d. Drybarrows May

"Little Black, a Pony”. I read it over
and over and dreamed some day of
owning a black pony. Remember when
you were a little girl and you found a
horse that could speak to your soul?
As an adult, I had never experienced that
butterfly in your stomach feeling about a
horse, until I met Robbie.
After my research led me to Fells, I traveled out to Devon, Pennsylvania, the fall
of 2004 to meet Mary Jean and her amazing stallion, Robbie. Don't get me
wrong, all Fell ponies are gorgeous!
Yet, when I met Robbie, I knew he was
the epitome of all the horses I had
dreamed of!
Over the years, I have wanted to find a
way to pay tribute to this magnificent
stallion and preserve his beauty and personality forever. A photograph just

Laurelhighland Crown Jewel
s. Waverhead Robbie
d. Ludworth Lady Grey

couldn't do him justice! Ellen worked on
the portrait through the summer so we
could present it to Mary Jean on our trip
out in September. I had her ship it to
Mary Jean's husband, Ed, who was in on
the surprise.
I asked Ellen to do the painting of Waverhead Robbie with the Cumbrian hills
in the background to pay tribute to his
homeland. It meant a great deal to have
this image captured for all of time. Mary
Jean was overwhelmed and I know she'll
enjoy its beauty for years to come.
For me, I know I can never own Robbie,
but my butterflies will never go away
each time I see or think of him and I will
forever be grateful for those feelings he
gave back to me, of a little girl falling in
love with a black pony. I love you, Waverhead Robbie!
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Pearl’s Wins

very well behaved, even when the super
tractors did their (very loud) tractor pull.
A lot of people were interested in Pearl
and stopped by to talk, so that made it a
lot of fun. My nieces had made up two
informative posters about Fell ponies to
display on her stall and that helped catch
people’s attention.

Laurelhighland Pearl standing for the judge

I took Pearl [Laurelhighland Pearl] to
our local Harford, Pennsylvania, fair this
past August for her first horse show. She
was there for the entire week and was

I had Pearl entered in the halter class for
ponies and she won 1st place in her class
and 2nd place overall. I think Pearl had a
good time showing off for the judge.
Ann Riveiro
Pennsylvania

Laurelhighland Pearl, showing off
the two ribbons she won

Gypsy at Devon
While Laurelhighland Gypsy did not
win a ribbon [at Devon 2006], she was
and is a star in our eyes, and we had a
wonderful time at the show. Majestic
Winston was quite sad to be left behind,
but happy when we returned - although
he did flip his nose at the strange smell
his sister came home with – “Is that …
mousse in your hair??”
Best Regards from all the Fells here at
Sunshine Hill Farm!
Patty Gallagher - New Jersey

A Lucky Lad

Upcoming
Events
Equine Affaire:

Laurelhighland Gypsy
(Photo by Allison Wolff)

In fact, the judge commented that he had
a 'very regal presence' and was impressed
with his calm and sweet nature. It was
the first time Laddie was away from
home without a buddy and he behaved
like a champ!
Fells Forever!
Allison Beaudry and Laddie
Happy Horse Ranch
Fallbrook, California

Mountain and Moorland
Class Results
Laurelhighland Lucky Lad & Allison Beaudry

Hello, Fellow Fell Friends!
[This is a picture] from one of Laurelhighland Lucky Lad's shows. He was entered
in a showmanship and halter class and won
two 2nd places. He was up against seasoned Paints and Quarter Horses and was
the most well-behaved of them all.
Volume 5, Number 2

FPSNA
plans to
participate
at:

Welsh Pony & Cob Society of California
Pacific Coast Classic
Elk Grove, CA
September 2, 2006
Judging by: Simon Bigley, Hereford, Wales
Exhibited were British Shetlands (one),
Connemaras (seven), Dales (two),
Fells (five) and Highlands (three).

See photos on FPSNA’s website:
www.fpsna.org

www.equineaffaire.com
February 1-4, 2007
Pomona, California
April 12-15, 2007
Columbus, Ohio

Midwest Horse Fair:
www.midwesthorsefair.com
April 20-22, 2007
Madison, Wisconsin

Mountain and Moorland,
2 years and under:
1. Laurelhighland Rose Petal
René Bender, CA
2. Braeberry Anne
René Bender, CA
3. Laurelhighland Venus
Joanna Gilbert, CA
4. Stonecreek Spencer
Elaine Dunson, CA
5. Stonecreek Magical Celebration
Elaine Dunson, CA

Mountain and Moorland,
Reserve Champion:
Laurelhighland Rose Petal

Best of Breed, Fell:
Laurelhighland Rose Petal
Reserve: Stonecreek Spencer
Page 13

Fells, Mules and Parelli
By Kris Hughes
Edinburgh, Scotland

The author attending a PNH course with Uldale Black Iona II.

This is Me
I became involved in Parelli Natural Horsemanship (PNH) for
two reasons. First, I wanted to be good with horses - really
good! Not just a good rider or a successful competitor, but
someone who understands horses and whose company horses
enjoy. I was interested in their psychology, their natural behaviour, how they communicate and what motivates them. The
second and equally important reason was fun. Pat Parelli's
ideas about playing with horses on the ground, riding bridleless
and working with them at liberty really appealed to me. In the
years that I have been studying PNH, I have had a huge amount
of fun with horses and learned a lot about how they view the
world and communicate. I have recently passed my Parelli
Level 2 assessment with my pony, Iona (Uldale Black Iona II)
and am enjoying beginning Level 3. I know I will never be as
good with horses as I want to be, but I'm getting better. My
horses are my only report card, as far as I'm concerned.

Having fun with Iona

A Quick Look at PNH
Most people have now heard of Parelli. Which probably just
means that there are more misconceptions about it than ever!
It's founder, Pat Parelli, has been teaching and developing his
method for about 25 years, and was probably the first "natural"
clinician to define and codify his practices. He is also credited
with coining the term "natural horsemanship". Pat, who comes
from Western riding traditions, and his wife, Linda, whose
background is in dressage, now head a massive education operation. This includes two study centres (one with university
status), excellent and frequently upgraded home study material,
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a program of instructor development, which provides grass
roots tuition in many countries, and a method of assessing student progress in Levels (students must pass Level 3 before they
will be considered for instructor training). PNH makes so much
incidental teaching material available to its student members
that most of us are struggling to assimilate it all.
Fells and Parelli
Why should studying the Parelli method with a Fell be any different than with another breed? Well, the short answer is, "It's
not." Parelli works on all kinds of horses. Now obviously, the
only way it can do that is because it is a very flexible method.
It works by improving the human's all round horsemanship, and
in particular their understanding of horse psychology and how
to use that understanding to work in harmony with the horse or as the Parellis call it: savvy. Pat defines savvy as knowing
"when to be, why to be, where to be and what to do when you
get there", as far as horses are concerned. It's a quality that
good stockmen have always possessed. But with increasing
urbanisation and the tendency for horses to be a leisure pursuit,
stockmanship is one of the ingredients of horsemanship that is
lacking in many horse owners today. Every shepherd or cattleman knows that if you get behind an animal they run forward, if
you go in front you will likely turn them. Yet even these basics
of body language are missing from the vocabulary of many of
today’s horse owners, who only ever ride their horse or lead it
by a rope. No wonder roundpen work looks so mystical to one
person and entirely prosaic to another!
However, dealing with a horse’s body is one thing, its mind is
another matter. Pat Parelli has made the statement, "You can
train a horse, but you have to come to an understanding with a
mule." To a Fell owner, this might sound rather familiar. If
you have ever tried to make a Fell pony do something against
its amazingly strong will, you will know what I mean. Of
course, it is possible with the right techniques and maybe a few
mechanical aids, but your pony will probably not try harder for
you the next time, and it is doubtful whether either of you will
walk away with your dignity in tact. It's easy to make a Fell
heavy to the aids, resentful and unwilling through nothing
worse than lack of know-how. So why are they like this, and
what has this all go to do with mules and Pat Parelli? Good
question!
Enter the Mule
The horse is primarily a plains animal. Its first defense is always flight. This makes its behaviour relatively easy to shape,
at least in a crude way. The tendency is usually forward, so
basic training is mainly about accepting a rider, directing the
forward motion, and hopefully finding the brakes! It doesn't
make for a great pack animal or draft animal, but if you can
stay on it'll get you from A to B pretty nicely. (For the owner
of the more forward-a-holic type of horse, PNH has a lot to
offer as far as calming both horse and rider, but this doesn't
describe most Fell ponies.)
The donkey is a mountain animal. Unfettered flight is dangerous in its terrain. Its first response to danger is usually to freeze
and assess the situation. It may then choose flight if it can, but
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Fells, Mules and Parelli - (continued)

is likely to try to out-think a predator through stealth or clever
positioning just out of range, and even to stand and fight. This
tendency to think first can make for a useful, if slow, helper for
a human who is patient enough to understand it. Which is
probably why some clever person dreamed up the idea of the
mule. Bigger and faster than a donkey, tougher and calmer than
a horse - it certainly sounds good on paper. The reality can be
great, but the saying, "stubborn as a mule" had to come from
somewhere.
Fell ponies, and many other tough little mountain breeds are not
so different. Their distant ancestry is part, if not entirely the
plains animal - primed for flight. But breeding and environment have created a tough, thoughtful animal which is not always inclined to put in a lot of effort without a darned good
reason. Like the mule, a Fell pony in the right hands can be a
great partner - safe, calm, strong and willing. Or it can be a
switched off, grumpy liability. It may even flip between stubborn mode and a tendency to flee that looks like an equine version of a bi-polar disorder. The difference between willing
partner and "spoiled" pony is, of course, the human. And above
all, PNH is a people training program, not a horse training program.
Among his other achievements, Pat Parelli founded the American Mule Association in 1976. Around that time he became
well known for winning some very prestigious Western reining
classes on a mule called Thumper, with whom he went on to do
many bridleless demonstrations. Perhaps the statement that
sums up his understanding of these intelligent animals is this,
"You must treat a mule the way you should treat a horse." As I
came to realize its relevance to Fells, this statement has inspired
and sometimes exasperated me. "What must I do? How should
I treat a horse?" Well, the basics of good horsemanship are a
great place to start. Qualities like knowing the exact moment to
release pressure, fairness and utter consistency, an independent
seat when riding, understanding the value of sensitizing a horse
to aids and commands while desensitizing it to frightening
things in its environment - it's a long list. Many experienced
people have these qualities. However, they are often too busy
to teach them, or simply unable to articulate them. The Parelli
program excels at teaching normal, average people these things;
and yet it also appeals to a growing number of high-level competitors in many disciplines.
In the area of psychology, however, Parelli is extremely innovative. Learning how to use reverse psychology; how to convince
my ponies that they are, in fact, training me; how to motivate
them not simply to perform, but to want to perform - these are
tools I don't think I would have found in such abundance from
another source. Confidence, curiosity, dignity and sensitivity
are four qualities that Pat Parelli encourages us to foster in our
horses. What I have learned is that it is these things which
make my Fells a great joy to be with, and every day an adventure. This is where the real fun comes from - walking into
that paddock in the morning and thinking, "I wonder what
will happen today? I wonder what we'll discover?"
Volume 5, Number 2

Pat Parelli, Albany, Oregon, May, 2006
Photo by Roxanne Dimyan

If you would like more information about Parelli Natural
Horsemanship, they have an extensive website at:
http://parelli.com
If you would like to contact the author, you can do so at :
kris_hughes@tiscali.co.uk

Hazel Robinson and Uldale Black Bruce
Parelli Level 2 Students

Hazel & Bruce exploring the water

Hazel is a busy mother and housewife, who very much grew up
with horses. Her late father was a successful racehorse trainer
and her family has always run a riding school and trekking
business in Northumbria, as well. Before starting her own family, she worked in the racing and eventing industries, as well as
remaining involved in the family business. She has been studying PNH with the author's pony, Uldale Black Bruce, for about
18 months and hopes to complete her Level 2 with him in the
spring.
In her own words, "I normally work with highly strung Thoroughbreds and ponies which you know to be fast and react
quickly. Looking at a Fell, I always imagined that their reactions would be slower. Therein was my first mistake! With a
Fell if you think, "This pony is about to take off or run over the
top of me," it most likely will happen before you have finished
the thought. Unlike a Thoroughbred, who wears its emotions
(continued on next page)
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Fells, Mules and Parelli - (continued)

on its sleeve, Fells don't
have that long build-up of
more obvious facial expressions and body language. I
don't think you can just take
a Fell on and make assumptions. As Pat Parelli says,
"You need to take the time
it takes." If you want to be
good with horses, a Fell
will teach you everything
you need to know. If
you've got a great teacher
like Pat behind you they are
absolute darlings. Bruce is
like a best friend, thanks to
PNH.
"If you want to change the
way you look at horses this
program is great. I feel
much more empowered
with horses. When I go
Hazel riding Bruce at a PNH
back and work with Thorcross country day
oughbreds now it's just
easy. I would never see anything as an obstacle anymore. Parelli offers a structure and yet there is always an option within
that structure for every type of horse. You don't have to have a
dominant personality to manage any horse. This works, even if
you are a bit soft hearted like me."

Vicky Johnson and Scaitcliffe Diamond
Parelli Level 3 Graduates

Vicky & Louis (Scaitcliffe Diamond) enjoying themselves

Vicky is currently a working student with Parelli instructor,
Ingela Larrson, who is based in Shropshire in England. Before
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she began her study of PNH, Vicky had quite a bit of success
with Fells in the showing world. She partnered Llancloudy
Moonstone to great success in numerous championships in
2005 and 2006, including Champion 4-6 Year Old at Ponies
UK in 2005.

Vicky competing with Llancloudy Moonstone

Vicky hopes to become a Parelli instructor and has now completed Levels 1-3 with her own Fell, Scaitcliffe Diamond
(known as Louis), who she started as a youngster.
In her own words, " I got him as an untouched 5-year-old from
the breeder, with a not so great start of relationships with humans due to an incident with a vet. He was very unconfident
and defensive. I started him (pre my Parelli journey) and he
was fantastic - clearly loved jumping. I competed him over the
winter season as a novice, qualifying for all national championships in M&M WHP [Mountain & Moorland Working Hunter
Pony] and Ridden classes. He then went into the summer season finishing 2nd in his first HOYS [Horse of the Year Show]
M&M WHP qualifier and completed all open and novice tracks
throughout the summer. He qualified and was placed in all the
national championships.
"I started my Parelli journey with him in October 2004 and decided to stop competing with him traditionally until we had our
relationship really well established. Louis has now been on
many courses and also been in a few Parelli Demos with Ingela.
Everybody loves his great attitude and sees how fun he is. Any
task is fun to him - he loves to have a purpose. He is so intelligent and understands things so quickly. I think he is the best
horse I could have learned with - he teaches me so much.
When people comment on him only being a pony, I always
say to them he's big on the inside. At the same time as teaching me, his confidence has grown - he is now the top gelding
out of a herd of 18 and can happily share food with the lead
mare!!"
(Profiles of Hazel Robinson & Vicky Johnson by Kris Hughes)
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Studying the Fell Pony
By Jenifer Morrissey

Lunesdale Prince Albert, sire of my mare Restar Mountain Shelley III,
with a herd of sheep, another typical Cumbrian view.

I

love coincidences. When I returned
from my most recent trip to Cumbria,
England, I found in the mail an issue of
the American Livestock Breeds Conservancy newsletter. The cover article was
about master breeders, and from the article I learned that I had spent three days
of my trip studying with a master breeder
in a most effective way!

When I was planning my trip, there were
some things I knew I wanted to accomplish. I wanted to see the sire and dam of
my stallion, Guards Apollo. And I
wanted to see the sire and dam of my
newest mare, Restar Mountain Shelley
III. I wanted to attend the Fell Pony
Society Show and Sale. I wanted to visit
the Woolleys at the Littletree Stud to see
all their new ponies as well as Olympiabound Raisbeck Casino. On the other
hand, I knew there were things I needed
to learn, but I wasn’t sure how to accomplish them. It turned out that the most
effective way to accomplish them was to
spend time with a master breeder in per-

son looking at ponies. I’m fortunate that
Joe Langcake of the Restar stud had
time to do just that.
As I’ve studied the breed, I’ve strived to
understand what makes it unique. First, I
learned the objective and measurable
attributes: height, color, cannon bone
measurement, markings. The more subjective characteristics, though, I have
found challenging: well-laid shoulder,
short back, small head, broad forehead,
neck of proportionate length, etc. While
my most recent trip to the home of the
Fell pony shed great light on this second
set of knowledge, it also uncovered more
that I need to learn. For instance, how do
certain characteristics contribute to various uses that Fell ponies are put? How
does one see in youngstock the eventual
mature pony? What type of Fell pony
should I breed? How do I match stallions to mares to achieve that type? Understanding this breed, it’s become clear,
is a life’s work, at least for someone like
me who started at middle age!

We experienced typical Cumbrian autumn weather: grey and wet.
These mares and foals are at the Guards Fell pony stud.
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Studying Fell Pony conformation with Joe Langcake
& his senior stallion, Lunesdale Henry.

One of the fascinating topics I’ve been
discussing with Cumbrian breeders is
how long it takes to recover a desired
characteristic once you lose it by inappropriate choice of breeding stock. The
characteristics that matter most to me –
temperament, bone – and to most people
interested in the Fell pony – color, hair –
are relatively easy to recover. Hardiness,
on the other hand, may be lost permanently if ponies are taken off the fell. A
proper head may take four generations to
recover. Fell pony movement may be the
most difficult, as it requires that a pony
be put together correctly everywhere –
think the song, “The head bone’s connected to the neck bone…”
Meanwhile, I’m looking at the ponies I
have here with renewed interest, trying to
further develop my eye. Spending time
looking at them has to be one of the best
‘classes’ I’ve ever taken. And I’m on the
lookout for the next coincidence that will
inform this journey!

A young Fell pony in the ring at the Fell Pony Society Sale.
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A Barefoot Lass

Doobie (Mustahevonen Debut) having her hooves trimmed by natural barefoot trimmer,
Leslie Walls. Leslie is also studying Parelli Natural Horsemanship. In lower left photo, she’s
teaching Doobie to back by lightly pulling her tail. In lower right photo, Doobie gets a reward
(scratching an itchy spot) for a job well done.
Roxanne Dimyan - Washington State

A Look Back In Time: Fell Ponies
and the “Great War” (Part 1)
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD

B

eing somewhat of an equine history buff, particularly as it
relates to the Fell pony, I am always on the lookout for
relevant antiquarian literature. Thus, some time ago I came
across a 1917 publication about British horses and the “Great
War”. Now some may wonder, “Which was the ‘Great War’?”
Remember that during World War I, folks didn’t know there
would be a sequel . . . and so the “Great War” it was.
Although not specifically about the Fell pony, the article brings
to light an important time in Fell history – so important, in fact,
it nearly brought an end to the breed. During that “Great
War” (a.k.a. First World War (1914 – 1918)), the army had a
tremendous demand for “gunners”, including the Fell pony, to
pack and pull artillery. Although mechanization had begun to
play a role in the military at that time, real “horse power” (and
pony power!) remained critical. Thus, more than one million
horses and mules were purchased in Britain, Canada, the United
States and South America by the British Army, including a
large number of Premium Fell stallions which never returned.
Page 18

By the end of the war in 1918, more than 250,000 British Army
horses had perished. And if this wasn’t enough to do them in,
after World War I tractors and cars rapidly began to replace
horses throughout Britain. The result was near disaster for Fell
ponies, which declined so drastically in numbers that in the
years between the World Wars, only five registered stallions
were left. Had it had not been for a few dedicated breeders, the
Fell Pony Society, and generous donations from King George V
and Beatrix Potter, the breed might well have gone extinct.
(This was not the first time the Fell pony played an important
role in military history, but that we will have to save for another
story. . . )
The following excerpt from, “The Story of the British War
Horse”, was published September 1, 1917 in a magazine called,
“The Great War: The Standard History of the All-Europe Conflict”, edited by H.W. Wilson. The article includes photographs
and discussions on how the animals were used and cared for, as
well as how such a large supply of horses and ponies was maintained despite numerous casualties. I hope you enjoy this insightful (and sometimes chilling) account of the fate of the
horses and ponies that served the Allies so well in World War I.
(Note: Part 2, including the remainder of the article, will be published in the next issue of
The Fell Pony Express.) © MJ Gould-Earley 2006
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Congratulations to Keri Erickson of Breezy Meadow Manor
and Laurelhighland Victor of Mini Whinny Acres for their successful
trip to the 2006 Dressage at Devon Show, in Devon, Pennsylvania.
2006 Reserve Champion Fell Pony
Dressage at Devon
Mountain and Moorland Competition
Owner: Lisa Lindholm
Paul and I, along with Victor, would like to thank Keri for all her hard work and dedication to Victor's show
career. We appreciate the opportunity to have Victor train with you. You are a consummate horse trainer and
it was a joy to be part of such a successful team. Thank you for your interest in learning about this rare breed
and working toward this goal. We had a fabulous and fun year and look forward to many more achievements!
Paul and Lisa Lindholm
Mini Whinny Acres
Minnesota
Volume 5, Number 2
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Majestic Stables
Dan Shanahan
2687 St. Rt. 274
Huntsville, Ohio 43324
Phone: 937-686-5202
Web: www.majesticstables.net
Email: harnsmkr@loganrec.com

FPSNA
Breeders
Braeberry Farm
Cheryl Dutton
11919 SE 272nd Ave.
Boring, Oregon 97009
Phone: 503-663-0868
Web: www.braeberry.com
Email: info@braeberry.com

Moonlit Fell Pony Farm
Elise Miller
Snohomish, Washington
Phone: 206-407-3068
Web: www.moonlitfellponies.com
Email: elisemiller2001@hotmail.com

Dream Hayven Farm
Melissa Kreuzer
N1101 County Road HH
Kewaskum, Wisconsin 53040
Cell: 262-844-7878
Web: www.dreamhayven.com
Email: info@dreamhayven.com

Mulberry Lane Farms
Jeannie Pasturel
PO Box 142
Stayton, Oregon 97383
Phone: 503-769-5008
Web: www.MulberryLaneFarms.com
Email: MLFarms@wvi.com

Fell Legend Farm
Rene Bender - Trainer/Owner
Tom Bender - Owner
P.O. Box 31
Lincoln, California 95648
Phone: 916-205-7103
Email: felllegendfarm@yahoo.com

Musta Hevonen Farm
Larry & Wendy Ihlang
PO Box 1185
Rainier, Washington 98576
Phone: 360-446-0142
Web: www.fellponies.com
Email: info@fellponies.com

Gig-on-the-Fell Farm
Megan Elisha Tong
P.O. Box 44
Van Alstyne, Texas 75495
Phone: 972-658-7537
Web:
www.classygoldhat.com/
farm.html

Red Willow Fell Ponies
Elizabeth K. Dawson
PO Box 2612
Taos, New Mexico 87571
Phone: 505-758-7563
Web: www.redwillowfellponies.com
Email: redwillowfells@yahoo.com

KimberLake Farm
Kimber Bishop
329 County Road 459
New Franklin, Missouri 65274
Phone: 660-848-2882
Web: www.kimberlake.com
Email:
kimberb_comh@hotmail.com

Royal Crest Farm
John Rutledge
9425 E. Spurr Lane
Prescott Valley, Arizona 86314
Phone: 928-772-7351
Email: royalcresfarm@commspeed.net

Laurel Highland Farm
Edward T. Earley, DVM
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
Web: www.laurelhighland.com
Email: lhf@sunlink.net

Sandhaven Stables
Amy Kroll
2685 - 144th Ave.
Dorr, Michigan 49323
Phone: 616-896-7258
Cell: 616-893-2964
Email: Kakroll91@yahoo.com

FPSNA members residing in North America may advertise in the Breeders & Stallions lists (includes website).
Price = $10 each per farm / stallion per calendar year
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FPSNA Breeders - continued

FPSNA Licensed Stallions - continued

Scafell Pike Fell Pony Stud
Heather Kyle
7970 North Road
Burtchville, Michigan 48059
Phone: 810-327-1052
Web: scafellpikefellponies.com
Email: KingsOakStables@AOL.com

Stallions at Laurel Highland Farm:

Stonecreek Farm
Shannon Albert and
Karen Sorensen
1183 Oak Ridge Road
Denison, Texas 75021
Phone: 903-337-0255
Web: www.thefellpony.com
Email: stonecreek.farm@thefellpony.com

*Waverhead Robbie
FP50109C; License No. FP178K
Black; Foaled 1993
*Waverhead Model IV
FP51000C*; License No. FP289R
Black; Foaled 1999
Stallions at Mulberry Lane Farms:
*Lunesdale I’m the Man
FP70165C; License No. FP372
Grey; Foaled 2003
*Stennerskeugh Danny Boy
FP70466C; License No. FP426
Black; Foaled 2004

Summerfield Stud
Roger & Maryanne Spencer
11155 S.E. Sunset Harbor Rd.
Summerfield, Florida 34401
Phone: 352-288-8993
Cell: 352-267-2402
Web: www.magicalsteeds.com
Email: info@magicalsteeds.com

Stallions at Musta Hevonen Farm:

Toadstool Farm
Jacqueline Collen-Tarrolly
13547 Ventura Blvd. #443
Sherman Oaks, California 91423
Web: www.toadstoolfarm.com

Stallions at Royal Crest Farm:

Willowtrail Farm
Jenifer Morrissey
PO Box 1034
Walden, Colorado 80480
Phone: 970-723-4316
Web: turkeytrot.raresteeds.com
Email: workponies@frii.com

*Geordans Prince Baloo
FP70481C; Lic. No. FP414
Bay; Foaled 2004
Laurelhighland Romany Boy
FP7043C; Lic. No. FP415
Black; Foaled 2004

Mustahevonen Rheged’s Pippin
FP70241*; License No. FP410
Black; Foaled 2003
Stallions at Stonecreek Farm:
*Goytvalley Magic Minstrel
FP50026C*; License No. FP145J
Black; Foaled 1992
*Ralfland Ranger
FP51261C; Lic. No. FP368
Black; Foaled 2001
Stallions at Summerfield Stud:

FPSNA Licensed
Stallions
Stallions at Braeberry Farm:
BroughHill Hadrian’s Wall
FP50964C; License No. FP296R
Black; Foaled 1999
Stallions at Dream Hayven Farm:
*Lunesdale Mercury
FP50926C; License No. FP306R
Grey; Foaled 1999
Volume 5, Number 2

*Llancloudy Magic Diamond
FP51140C; License No. FP366
Grey; Foaled 2000
Stallions at Toadstool Farm:
*Llancloudy Abraham aka “Tuck”
FP70054C*, License No. FP388
Grey; Foaled 2002
Stallions at Willowtrail Farm:
*Guards Apollo
FP70295C*; License No. FP387
Black; Foaled 2003
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Hello everyone,
We want to introduce ourselves. We are Bob and Arlene DeBoer and we are new owners to this wonderful breed. We are
from Michigan and fell in love with the Fells when our daughter bought her first one. (Our daughter is Amy Kroll owner of
Sandhaven Stables.)
We currently own 2 mares, Hiske and Madeleine. We also
own Hunter Van Veldzicht. He is our 4-year-old stallion. He
is licensed with the Dutch registry in the Netherlands and his
license with the FPS is pending. Bob is busy also raising Friesian horses for the Friesian Connection.

Feathered Horse Catalog
Order Toll Free (888)785-4436
www.featheredhorse.com
Email: Arlene@featheredhorse.com

Arlene owns a catalog store called The Feathered Horse.
We have just added Fell pony shirts and sweatshirts to the
catalog.
Have a blessed New Year!
Bob and Arlene DeBoer
Fell Connection
2839 144th Ave.
Dorr, MI 494323
Phone: 616-896-8357
Hunter Van Veldzicht
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For Sale
Sandhaven Jamison

Sandhaven Donovan, Ellisa, Sandhaven Jamison

“Jamison is a fun loving
colt and my 8-year-old
daughter, Ellisa, loves to
play with him.”
Foaled June 2, 2006
s. Waverhead Model IV
d. Drybarrows Penny
Order
online at:
www.fpsna.org

Sandhaven Stables
Amy Kroll
2685 - 144th Ave.
Dorr, Michigan 49323
Phone: 616-896-7258
Cell: 616-893-2964
Email:
Kakroll91@yahoo.com

FPSNA
Merchandise

High quality sweatshirts with FPSNA logo embroidered in
black. These sweatshirts are Lee 9.75 oz. crews in ash (light
gray color). Sizes available: M, L, and XL.
Price: $30 (includes shipping in U.S.)
High quality tees with FPSNA logo embroidered in black.
These tees are Hanes Beefy T 100% cotton in stonewashed
blue. Sizes available: M, L.
Price: $20 (includes shipping in U.S.)
Native Ponies of the British Isles
poster: 15x20 poster professionally
printed at high-resolution on semi-gloss
paper, suitable for framing (or laminating
for exhibition displays).

Fell Pony Express
Classified Ad Prices
FPSNA Members
1/4 page - $20 (newsletter, per issue / + web)
1/2 page - $40 (newsletter, per issue / + web)
Full page - $60 (newsletter, per issue / +web)
Classified ads purchased for the FPSNA website ($10, one
photo, contact info, to be displayed for current calendar year)
will also appear in The Fell Pony Express.

All ponies shown are North American
representatives of their breeds, with the
exception of the Eriskay which does not
yet exist here.
Price: $15 (includes shipping in U.S.)
Make checks payable to
FPSNA, Inc.
Send to:

Mary Jean Gould-Earley
546 Lehman Ave.
Cogan Station, PA 17728
Volume 5, Number 2

Please contact Mary Jean
first for item availability:
lhf@sunlink.net
All proceeds go to FPSNA
to help defray business
costs. Thank you!
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The Official Publication of
The Fell Pony Society of
North America, Inc.
c/o Roxanne Dimyan
2019 NE 179th St., #J45
Ridgefield, Washington 98642
Email: fellpony@pacifier.com

We’re on the web!
www.fpsna.org

Published twice a year,
summer and winter.
(All contents of The Fell Pony Express are ©
FPSNA, Inc. 2006, unless otherwise noted herein.)

Next newsletter
deadline:
May 1, 2007

The Fell Pony Society of North America, Inc. (FPSNA), is the first Registered Overseas Branch of the Fell Pony
Society (FPS) (UK), anywhere in the
world. FPSNA is also the oldest and
largest Fell pony organization in North
America and was established in 2001
with the support of the majority of Fell
owners and breeders in North America.
We were legally incorporated in January
2002 as a not-for-profit organization.
Our mission is to promote and preserve the Fell pony breed in North
America in ways that are consistent
with the rules and regulations of FPS.
All FPSNA breeders are members-ingood-standing with our registry, FPS,
through which all of our foals are registered and stallions are licensed for breeding.

www.fpsna.org
Our yawning Fell model
is Doobie
(Mustahevonen Debut).
- Roxanne Dimyan

At the FPSNA web site you can now:
• Fill out online membership for FPSNA and FPS
• Make payment by PayPal using your credit card for membership
and fundraising items (t-shirts, poster … and more in the future!)
• Read back issues of The Fell Pony Express

Email: info@fpsna.org
All contents and photographs in The Fell Pony Express are (c) FPSNA, Inc. 2007, unless otherwise specified herein.

Photos by Kim Renee Cote, Alberta, Canada, of her visit to the Lowther
Driving Trials, Cumbria, UK, last August.
Left - HRH The Duke of Edinburgh driving Her Majesty’s Fell team
Above - A behind-the-scenes look at where the team bunks at night.

