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Message from FPSNA Chairman
Well, it is hard to believe another year is drawing to a close. I hope it has been a good
one for you and your ponies, too!
The FPSNA Council, General Secretary, and Promotions Director had a meeting at
Laurel Highland Farm during the weekend of October 20, 2007. The meeting went
very well. We have lots of exciting plans for FPSNA which you will hear more about
later in this issue and during the year to come!
I would also like to thank my acting Newsletter co-editors, Rene’ Bender and Melissa
Kreuzer, who helped me get this issue together for you, and we sincerely hope you
enjoy it! I think you will find many interesting stories here, including a special
Mary Jean and newborn filly,
breeder profile article about Miss Mary Longsdon, MBE — the Chairman of our
Laurelhighland English Rose
mother registry, The Fell Pony Society (UK).. We are all very proud of Miss
(August, 2000)
Longsdon and her well-deserved MBE award! In addition, I’m sure you will also enjoy Sarah Norris’ exciting story about “Little Maddi”. (Sarah’s article will surely inspire everyone out there to brush off those fat
and sassy Fell ponies . . . dust off those saddles . . .and go for a nice, long ride. . . !) Thank you also to all our members for your
contributions — we couldn’t have a newsletter without you! Lastly, I am also very sad to share the news about our dear friend, Mrs.
Frances Bell. Frances left a lasting impression on the Fell pony breed, and on me personally. I won’t forget her!
Hope you all have a safe and wonderful holiday season and Happy New Year!.

www.fpsna.org
At the FPSNA web site
you can:
• Fill out online membership for
FPSNA and FPS
• Make payment by PayPal using
your credit card for membership and
fundraising items (t-shirts, poster …
and more in the future!)
• Read back issues of
The Fell Pony Express

Email: info@fpsna.org
FPSNA BROCHURE!

Upcoming
Events

EQUINE AFFAIRE:
www.equineaffaire.com
January 31—February 3, 2008
Pomona, California
Visit the FPSNA Booth in the
Breed Pavilion

Download a copy online at

www.fpsna.org

MIDWEST HORSE FAIR
www.midwesthorsefair.com
April 18-20, 2008
Madison, Wisconsin

Enter “FPSNA” in Care Code Box when you
shop online and Country Supply will make a
donation to FPSNA!
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Please let our Promotions Director
know if you would like to represent
FPSNA, Inc., at any other upcoming
events! Thank you!

Best Wishes,
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
Chairman, FPSNA, Inc.

Important Reminder
To Breeders
from FPS:
ALL fillies AND colts born in
2007 or later MUST be
MICROCHIPPED prior to
registration!
Foals should be registered in their
year of birth.
Foals registered AFTER
DECEMBER 1 in the year of
birth will cost DOUBLE
REGISTRATION FEES!
Additional Late Fees also apply if
foal is not registered during the
year of birth.
Please register foals promptly!

On the Cover:
Sarah Norris and Southolme Blossom (a.k.a. “Maddi”) in Scotland
Read more about Sarah’s and
Maddi’s adventures on page 7!
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Zone 3
Zone 1

Have you renewed your
2008
membership?

Zone 4

Zone 2

It’s That Time!
(This also applies to the annual
Breeders and Stallions lists.)
FPSNA Council Regional Representatives

Go to
www.fpsna.org
to print out a form or apply online, or
simply mail the form included with
this issue.

Zone 1: Mary Jean Gould-Earley
Zone 2: Kristen Staehling
Zone 3: Rene' Bender
Zone 4: Jenifer Morrissey
Zone 5 - Canada: TBA

Here’s the crew … Your FPSNA Council

Melissa Kreuzer
Lisa Lindholm

Jenifer Morrissey

Chairman: Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
lhf@sunlink.net
General Secretary: Lisa Lindholm
2626 Diane Lane
Hibbing, Minnesota 55746
218-263-5217
info@fpsna.org

Mary Jean Gould-Earley

Vice Chairman & Executive
Secretary:
René Bender
P.O. Box 31
Lincoln, CA 95648
916-205-7103
felllegendfarm@yahoo.com

FPSNA Promotions Director:
Melissa Kreuzer
N1101 County Rd HH
FPS/FPSNA Branch Representative & Treasurer: Kewaskum, WI 53040
Jenifer Morrissey
262-844-7878
P.O. Box 134
promotions@fpsna.org
Walden, Colorado 80480
970-723-4316
workponies@frii.com

Council Member-at-Large: Kristen Staehling
5333 O’Kelly Drive,
Suffolk, Virginia 23437
757-651-4601
RegalFells@juno.com
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Kristen
Staehling

Check it out:
“Members Only”
section at
www.fpsna.org!
•
•
•

René Bender

Do you want to use our booth materials and/or
represent the Fell Pony and FPSNA at an exhibition?
Please see FPSNA’s Exhibition Policy
in the Members Only section of www.fpsna.org,
or contact promotions@fpsna.org

Pony Points
Program Form
Exhibition Policy
Back issues of The
Fell Pony Express

Note: We have reset the
user name and password so
that it is the same for all
members-in-good-standing.
This will be reset annually
when memberships expire..

Contact info@fpsna.org
for more information!
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Report from Your Treasurer
I am writing this message as Thanksgiving approaches, and it seems appropriate to give thanks for FPSNA’s many
members for their support of our growing organization. Whether through membership dues, exhibitions, show sponsorships, or direct donations, FPSNA is definitely made up of the contributions of its members. I would like to especially recognize Lisa Lindholm of Hibbing, Minnesota for her generous and varied support of FPSNA this year. It has
been a pleasure and privilege to work with her.
Your FPSNA Council has many exciting plans for 2008 to continue to promote the Fell Pony. One of those plans is for FPSNA to begin distributing
our breeder and stallion listings at events in addition to our brochures. We
will also distribute a flyer of our classified ads. Fees for these listings will go
up slightly to support these new promotional opportunities. FPSNA dues will
remain at an affordable $30, and we will continue to transfer funds to the Fell
Pony Society in England for our members’ dues and other fees. Due to the
current exchange rate, FPS dues and fees will be slightly higher in 2008.
Best wishes for a prosperous New Year and thank you again for your support.
Lisa Lindholm and Laurelhighland Victor at the
Colorado Mountain & Moorland Show
which Lisa generously supported

Sincerely,
Jenifer Morrissey
FPSNA Treasurer

Report from Your Promotions Director
It’s hard to believe 2007 is almost over! As you look back on a year of memories with your Fells, what do you remember the most?
Is there something you are really proud of, or something you wished you had accomplished but just didn’t have time to get started? I
hope you consider 2008 as another 12 months of possibilities. Because with Fells as our partners, anything is possible!
I think of my involvement with the FPSNA this last year in the same way. There is so much we
can accomplish together in this organization! Your FPSNA Council Members and I had a great
meeting and have lots of ideas for promoting our wonderful breed. One of the most exciting
things we have developed for you is the new Pony Points Program. There is a full page insert in
this edition of the Fell Pony Express which goes into the details, but I hope you use this new program as a great way to get thinking about the activities you do throughout the year with your Fell
Pony. Lots of other ideas were discussed at the Council meeting and we are working at implementing as many as possible in 2008.
Don’t forget all members may take advantage of the wonderful FPSNA Booth and Materials at
any event you are considering attending with your Fell. The first step is to identify which event
you would like to attend as coordinator. Then send us the FPSNA Exhibition Rules & Regulations application, which can be found on the Forms page of the FPSNA Members Group page on
Yahoo Groups. The form walks you through the different steps involved in coordinating an event,
and closes with a table describing individual body condition scores for your pony. The event
you are considering does not need to be huge, even if you are attending a local one-day fair, the
booth makes a great impression on the crowd and helps educate others about Fell Ponies.
Remember, FPSNA is your association and your ideas are valuable. If you think of anything that
you would like to see FPSNA get involved in, please let me know.
You can email me at promotions@fpsna.org.
Have a wonderful holiday season!
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Melissa Kreuzer, FPSNA Promotions Director

Melissa & Dickens
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Report from Your Secretary
Hello members!
I am happy to report on our FPSNA Council meeting! The meeting was held at Laurel Highland
Farm, in Cogan Station, Pennsylvania on Saturday,
October 20th, 2007. Mary Jean Gould-Earley graciously opened her home and farm to the Council,
and we had a very successful meeting among the
lovely rolling hills and brilliant fall colors. The
Council members present for the meeting were
Mary Jean, Rene Bender, Jenifer Morrissey,
Melissa Kruezer, and myself. Of course we couldn't start the meeting until we had a complete tour of
Laurelhighland Farm and a chance to meet each
and every Fell Pony on the place! All the ponies
were curious and eager to meet us!

(Front Row, left to right): Lisa Lindholm, Melissa Kreuzer
(Back Row, left to right): Jenifer Morrissey, Rene’ Bender,
Mary Jean Gould-Earley

The meeting itself had a very full agenda as we
wanted to tackle as much as we could in person. I thought I would review some of the highlights we discussed. It seemed
quite clear early on, and based on membership feedback, that we would all like to see a more organized venue for showing our Fell Ponies. Rene’ shared a plan that involves a small group of folks out on the west coast who want the United
States to become a participating “region “of the National Pony Society in the UK. This would mean the U.S. could be
under the showing guidelines, rules and general auspices of the NPS, with NPS-accredited Mountain & Moorland competitions. This is a work-in-progress and questions should be directed to Rene’ Bender. Other ideas were to organize regional shows that would be FPSNA-sanctioned and judged by accredited FPS judges. The breakdown of classes, how
many regions and so on, along with details, are in early stages. Regional winners would then go on to a national competition (destination TBA). Council decided they would like to form a committee and have this organized by 2009. News
about being on the committee will be forthcoming. I'm sure the other Council members will fill you in on other exciting
topics we discussed! All in all, it was a productive meeting and FPSNA is moving toward the future with exciting new
ideas! I will be keeping you all up-to-date as things start to happen!
Thank you to everyone for your support and input for this Council meeting! It was an honor to be a part of it!
Lisa Lindholm,
FPSNA Secretary

FPSNA / FPS Branch Representative Message
The Fell Pony Society is once again offering calendars for sale for 2008. FPSNA has purchased and imported a supply for resale to our members. The calendar is a great way to enliven your wall with Fell Pony pictures and support our registry.
Visit www.fpsna.org to purchase one, and thank you for your support .
Best wishes,
Jenifer Morrissey
FPSNA Branch Representative
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Missing in Maine. . .
Here in Sabattus we miss our Letty (Raisburn Lettie II), She is in foal in Pennsylvania, as some of you know. We are
spending our ponyless year redoing over Letty's fields and fences, and looking around for another pony for company
when Letty comes home. Her foal is my gift to the FPSNA, because, being a fell woman, I recognise the value of my
pony's bloodlines.
While Letty is away, among other equines
I help train Raisburn Missie, Letty's half
sister, in down east Maine. Missie has
overcome a pretty miserable early life to
live now in a forever home not far from
me. She loves driving, and we hope next
year to drive on the Acadia National Park
Carriage road, not far from her home. I
shall be in the groom/coach's seat! This is
a long shot, but I have ideas of hooking
Missie and Lettie as a tandem.....Missie is
much smaller and lighter than her sister, but it would be nice to put them together again. Looking forward to having
Letty home. . .
Judith Bean-Calhoun
Sabattus, Maine

Raisburn Missie and owner, Rev. Linda Smith

Moonlit Fells
This year, I believe that I have become a true breeder of the beautiful Fell Ponies. I sold my first Moonlit foal from
2006, and had two more beautiful foals this year. I also recently purchased a five year old gelding (Musta Hevonen
Zorro) so that I can have a regular riding pony, and one that I can start showing next spring. The fortunate thing about
Zorro, is that he is one of my mare’s first foal, and will be a great representative in the Northwest.
Best Wishes,
Elise Miller
Snohomish, Washington

(Left) Mustahevonen Zorro; (Above) Moonlit Fell Ponies
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Little Maddi — Mighty Miles
By Sarah Norris

Scotland, UK

W

e had ridden about ninety miles through
the Welsh Mountains. At times thick fog
made it feel as if the two horses and us - their
riders - were alone, surrounded by a moving curtain slowly revealing a tiny amount of the track.
Now though, we were far from alone. For the last
ten miles we were crewed1 by the whole Scottish
Team, while people back home were supporting
us and following the unfolding event on the website. We were riding for Scotland — the last of
the team out on the course, as the two “big riders”2 — a hundred miles in two days in the
Home International Team Competition, tackling
the Red Dragon Ride in Wales. Riding side by
side, willing each other to success were Diane
Michie on her brilliant Skylarks Discovery (a
Highland/TB/Arab cross), and me on
Southolme Blossom – a pure bred Fell Pony!
The ten miles flashed past – steep climbs
up, steep climbs down and lovely canters across
level moorland tracks. From high on the hill we
could see the venue and the finish line – we were
almost there. In the final road section home,
there was more crewing but no one dared show
any excitement until it was in the bag. Into the
showground we went and there in front was a
sea of blue — the Scots at the finish line. We
crossed the line side by side holding a tiny
Saltire3 between us. Cheering, emotion, and
frantic crewing of ponies to get their heart rates
down with still a final and thorough vet check to
get through. We both passed with flying colours!
My ecstatic crew, vets, equine physiotherapists,
team members and friends dwarfed my little
pony — the 13.1 Fell who had successfully ridden
100 miles for Scotland and helped our team win Sarah Norris and Maddi (Southolme Blossom) racing to the finish
the gold.
after a 75-mile ride! (Photo courtesy of George Michie, Enduropics)
Southolme Blossom, (“Maddi” to her
friends) came into my life about five years ago. Al- Maddi or indeed myself!
ways loved but not ridden to her full potential. She
Endurance is a wonderful sport which any
was small, fat, black, unfit and had a lot of negahorse or pony can take up and succeed at. In Scottive attitude – not most people’s idea of an ideal
land it starts with rides of ten to twenty miles
endurance prospect. I like a challenge. I intended
called pleasure rides. Competitive rides start at
to carry on doing endurance at the lower end mile- twenty miles and increase up to a hundred miles;
ages. Little did I know what I had untapped in
(we actually now work in kilometres). You have to
Volume 6, Number 2
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(Left to right) Southolme Blossom (a.k.a. “Maddi”), Sarah Norris, Skylarks Discovery (a.k.a. “Disco”) and Diane Michie after
winning the gold medal for Scotland in the Home International Team Competition in Wales; and Kerbeck Night Jewel (a.k.a.
“Temba”) and Tilly (Sarah’s 12-year-old daughter), after winning the bronze medal as a Junior rider for Scotland’s Team in the
Celtic Challenge5 (also in Wales). Both Fell ponies had heart rates of only 48 at the end of these long races, which is quite a testimony for the Fell pony’s tremendous natural stamina! (Photo courtesy of George Michie, www.enduropics.com)

succeed at each grade before moving up to the
next level. This ensures horses are not over
stretched. You follow a marked course within certain speed parameters and the horses are
checked thoroughly by vets before and after rides
and at longer mileages, during rides at twenty
mile intervals. As you work your way up the
grades to longer distances, fitness of horse and
rider becomes paramount and training programs
must be devised and adhered to. The top end of
the sport is dominated by Arabians and Arab
crosses, their toughness, stamina and long floaty
paces coupled with low heart rates makes them
ideal. Much in Endurance, especially at frantic
vet gates, depends on heart rates which must be
below 64 beats per minute.4
The horse requires stamina and this has
to be gradually built up with hill work, long
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hacks (or training rides), and fast work. I am able
to do this at the beach, which is ideal, as it doesn’t stress their legs or wear out too much shoe.
Schooling is important too, the horse must be
supple and balanced and able to carry itself. You
may also need instant responses to avoid pot
holes or hazards whilst riding!
Maddi’s character is ideal for endurance.
She, like many Fells is very competitive and very
determined. A dominant mare at home she does
not rely on any horses around her. We get
through the rides together — perhaps we are as
determined and stubborn as each other! Maddi is
tiny compared to most of her endurance colleagues but she does not notice any difference.
Vets are often amazed when they realise the
small, native pony in front of them is actually entered in the “big class”, but they applaud her
The Fell Pony Express (FPSNA) - Fall-Winter 2007

courage. She does not get preferential treatment
though. Onlookers always assume we are doing
just a pleasure ride and it gives me immense
pride in my pony and indeed the breed, to put
them right! “She is a Fell” I say with a knowing
look!
Maddi rose quickly through the grades.
She was seven when I got her so she was not held
back by youth. Being a native, she has inbuilt self
-preservation, looks where she is going and does
not trip on uneven ground. Her Fell attitude held
her in good stead and her competitive streak soon
began to show! We soon reached the heady
heights of our first 50-mile race ride. In 2004 she
was reserve for Scotland, again at the Red
Dragon Ride. It was her first time away from
home, her first race ride and her first mass start
with about fifty horses! It blew her mind and it
took all my resolve to try and keep her at a sensible pace. Three years on, she knows her job and
settles easily into a ride pace, although a few
bucks at the start are not uncommon and she will
still indignantly raise her front legs if we have to
wait too long at a gate. Similarly she knows when
someone is approaching behind and will subtly go
up a gear.
This year Maddi has achieved great
things. Not only, as mentioned has she represented Scotland and achieved the two day hundred in Wales, she also travelled to Exmoor in
May and took part in the notoriously tough
Golden Horseshoe Ride, another two day hundred
- mile ride. This meant our season began before
Christmas because of the fittening time needed.
The weather in Exmoor was, as it often is, a little
wet and the hills were steep and frequent, however it was a stunningly beautiful ride and a
lovely experience. Maddi once again had a fan
club of Fell enthusiasts which is so encouraging
although I am often disappointed I don’t have
enough time to talk to well wishers during a ride.
Only nine horses completed this ride and one of
them was my little Fell! We rode at a suitable
speed (accompanied by Avril Bruce and her
amazing Arab/Welsh Khalif) but unfortunately
we dropped a point for a heart rate of 56 and
dropped from bronze to completion. I was overjoyed with her brave success especially as it was
a particularly tough year and no gold medals
were awarded.
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As if this was not enough, Maddi has also
taken part in a 75 mile (one day) ride. We rode
with Diane and Disco and as we had both already
been picked for the Scottish Team, we were under
instructions to look after each other and get
round in one piece! Consequently we abstained
from trying to catch the leader out in front of us
and rode sensibly together. The finish line was on
grassy fields at the venue. For that race we were
wearing electronic tracking devices, so crews,
friends, vets and team observers all knew when
we were due in. A crowd had gathered and, Diane
and I decided, a short race home would make it
more exciting. At the given point we both speeded
up. As the crowd realised we were racing they
began to cheer – each person thinking, “Disco will
win — he is so much bigger”. Maddi flattened to

“”Maddi . .the 13.1 Fell . . . had successfully ridden 100 miles for Scotland
and helped our team win the gold.”
the ground and her little legs appeared to whirr
beneath me — I merely closed my legs and let her
go and watched the amazed faces as we won
soundly. Slowing down was another issue, I didn’t want to pull up too fast for fear of injury and
the sight of the black bombshell appearing to be
unable to stop alarmed the team officials!
Maddi has proved so good at endurance I
can only extol the virtues of Fells. My daughter
also rides a Fell (Kerbeck Night Jewel) and
has also represented Scotland as the Junior. She
is only 12 and is working her way up the grades,
this year achieving 40 miles and some two-day 50
mile rides. As her pony fittens and learns her job,
she is becoming more like Maddi!
The bond you get with your horse from
training and riding big mileage classes is immense. You are together for so long and rely on
each other when the going gets tough. Most
horses seem to enjoy endurance and Maddi certainly loves her job — she is enthusiastic about
all our rides. She has an uncanny way of knowing
when we have gone wrong and I am sure she
even spots markers! She may not care what colour rosette we are awarded but she certainly
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knows she has done well, and is never
fazed by the “big boys”! Five years ago
her present achievements would have
been beyond my wildest dreams, now the
only dreams left are 100 miles in one day
and a dynasty of little Maddis! Perhaps I
will be writing another article one day
soon!
Maddi is too small to challenge
fast Arabians on a fast course but she
has proved to the disbelievers that native
ponies should not be overlooked and that
hairy feet are not a sign of a slow or sluggish pony!
S.N.
Editor’s Notes:
1

What is “crewing”? According to the author: ”At
competitive rides (over 20 miles ) it is usual for each
horse to have a crew (usually family or friend or
fellow endurance rider who is not riding at that
event). At bigger mileages this is imperative. The
crew is an important part of the package. They drive
the crew car, filled with water, feed and
drinks (equine and human) , spares, First aid and
other equipment which may be needed. They meet
the horse and rider at every sensible opportunity
where the course is near a road or other legal access. Both horse and rider must eat and drink, so
the horse is offered water and sugar beet water - the
sugary liquid from over diluted beet pulp and at
times wet feed. They also pass "slosh bottles" to the
rider whenever possible in order to cool the horse
(which also helps to get the horse’s heart rate
down). These are 2-litre plastic bottles (fabric conditioner bottles are ideal!) and the water is poured
over the horse's neck and shoulders. (This can be
Sarah Norris and Maddi (with her big Fell trot!) part way through a 50done at trot or even canter and often involves wet
mile ride! (Photo courtesy of George Michie, www.enduropics.com)
jodhpurs !) It is amazing how much this can revive
a hot horse. Similarly, a friendly face in the wilder3
For American readers who may not know — A “Saltire” is
ness (!) can revitalise a tired rider and pony— the ponies learn
the Scottish National flag,, which is a symbol of St. Andrew’s
to look out for their own crews. It can be a real pick-me-up
cross.
especially if you are riding alone. The crew also meets the
4
Heart rates (the horses’ heart rates, that is!) generally have
rider at vet gates and helps get the heart rate down for the
to be under 64 to pass mandatory vet checks during and after
crucial vettings, and then feeds the horse, allowing the rider
race rides. In a competitive ride, the final heart rate is ideally
time to eat.”
under 48. The Golden Horseshoe Competition has its own
2
The “two ’big riders’” refer to the riders that have to ride
rules with certain speeds required for different awards (gold,
100 miles (160 km) for the team. The Home international
silver ,bronze). In the latter competition, even if maintaining
Competition includes Scotland, England, Ireland,
the required speed, if the heart rate is above 56 one drops a
Wales. Each team consists of 7 riders doing distances from 30
category (e.g.., from gold to silver). .
miles up to 100 as follows :
5

2 x 160 km (100 miles) in 2 days (50+50): 1 x 120 km
(75miles) in 2 days (50 +25 ); 1x 80 km (50miles); 1 x 80 km
(50miles ) in 2 days (30+20); 1 x 48 km (30 miles) Novice
horse and rider; and 1 x 48 km (30 miles) Junior rider.
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The Celtic Challenge Competition includes teams from Scotland, Ireland, Wales and Cornwall. The team includes 5 riders that have to ride distances up to 50 miles in 1 day. As the
Junior rider on the team, Sarah’s daughter successfully rode
80 km (50 miles) in 2 days on her Fell pony.
MJG-E
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New Arrivals
WAIT! STOP
THE PRESS!!!
Here are the last
two deliveries for
the year!

2000 filly,
Mustahevonen Deco,
is the original “stork foal”

Willowtrail Wild Rose

Moonlit Hercules

s. Guards Apollo

s. Guards Apollo

d. Sleddale Rose Beauty

d. Newfarm Valencia

Mini-Whinnie-sota News
Dear Fell Friends,
I am so excited to share our news! When I last updated you, I had begun my
first under saddle lessons with Victor (Laurelhighland Victor). We had 5 all
together between August and September. He is very level- headed, mellow
and learns to take changes as they come! Put a saddle on me? Ok! Mom goes
on next? Ok, I'd like that. I can take her with me now! Go forward, hmmmm!
Trot? Hold on mom, don't fall off!
The next phase for Victor was to go to our trainers, Glen and Keri Erickson's,
for a month to begin his official ground driving. As you can see by the photo,
he has his custom Samson harness on! He worked with Glen, his driving
trainer, on Saturdays and Sundays. He also continued his under saddle training with Keri, and by the end of the month he
was trotting and doing simple 20 meter circles. Keri was very happy with his progress and expects we can start our dressage
shows in May '08 and do Introductory Level Test A and eventually B. Glen started Victor slowly, working up to a singletree
pulling a child’s plastic sled. Glen would step on and off the sled and Victor picked up the concept quickly. Victor was born
to pull and he LOVES it! It is pure magic to watch that pony lean into his collar and dig his feet in and PULL! I cried! During his last lesson at the end of the month, he put Victor to the test and hitched him to a cart. Victor didn't mind the shafts at
all. Nothing throws him off! I never dreamed I would get to drive him the first time he was hitched up, but Glen let me sit in
the cart, walked Victor forward, let go, and I drove him around the arena! What a thrill! Glen and Victor certainly developed a bond and I can't wait for them to team up again for more training!
The other news is Laurelhighland Frivolity (Lettie) went with Victor this time! She began her formal in-hand work and
lunging. She did show her princess attitude to start with! But by the end of the month, she was lunging under saddle and
followed Keri around even without a lead rope! They too bonded, and Keri sees lovely movement in her for dressage. The
future is so exciting! Hopefully, someday, she will be driving with Glen as well.
I am blessed to have two such lovely ponies with so much talent and promise. They are "off" now until spring. Victor and I
will resume training in March in preparation for the Midwest Horse Fair — our riding debut!!
Have a lovely Holiday Season and winter, God Jul!!
Lisa and Paul Lindholm, Mini Whinny Acres, Hibbing, Minnesota
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He’s Oh So Regal!
Regal (Laurelhighland Jake) is finally "growing up" although very slowly for "2 senior citizens"! He turned
three in July and celebrated away from home again, while on his 4 month "summer camp" with Jeff Morse,
just north of Lenox, Massachusetts. Jeff is a wonderful trainer, highly-skilled and a competitive driver here in
New England. For two summers, Regal (Alias: Rebel, Rascal or Rambunctious) has had his manners reinforced, began ground driving and was introduced to weight in a two wheel cart. He does well when he wishes,
BUT like an adolescent, has a short attention span AND his own agenda! At present he is very happy to be
back home and is enjoying his small pasture
Just today we had visitors and he
was really "showing off" in front of
all of us by racing back and forth
with divots flying (my perfect,
highly-maintained pasture falling
quickly to disrepair). Then he came
over to say - "How did I do?" and to
receive a few pats of praise!
In less than two weeks we will journey out to the Springfield Equine
Affaire for five days to display "Mr.
How Beautiful I Am" and show how
great Fell Ponies are! He enjoyed all
the attention two years ago and plans
to work his admirers again. Unfortunately he will not be able to pull his
new Eagle carriage in the demo ring.
Maybe next year . . .

Regal and Bruce Hausser

Bruce and Olga Hausser
Brewster, Massachusetts

FAQ - What is a Fell Pony Breeder’s Prefix?
Sometimes the terms “prefix” and “stud” may be confusing. A Fell Pony Breeder’s Prefix is a registered
name that precedes the individual names of ponies bred by authorized user(s) of the prefix, such as Miss
Longsdon’s “Bewcastle” prefix used in the article on the next page (E.g., “Bewcastle Boy Blue”, “Bewcastle
Blythe”, etc.). All FPS breeders’ prefixes must be registered to the user (s) by the Central Prefix Register in
the UK, and cannot be duplicated by other breeders.. Note that the “breeder" of a foal, according to FPS
rules, is the owner or lessee of the mare at the time of foaling. The breeder’s prefix may also be used
interchangeably as the “stud”, “farm” or “herd” name.. The word “stud” used in this context does not
necessarily mean “stallion”, but rather a “breeding farm”. (E.g., “Bewcastle Fell Pony Stud”)
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Mary Longsdon, MBE
and the
Bewcastle Fell Pony Stud
By Jenifer Morrissey
This is the first in a series of spotlight
articles about long-time UK breeders of
Fell Ponies. FPSNA is pleased to feature
the Chairman of the Fell Pony Society in
this first article, shortly after Miss
Longsdon’s investiture of her MBE.1
Chairman of the FPS
Mary Longsdon MBE is the Chairman of
the Fell Pony Society, our mother society
and registry in Great Britain. The
Chairman is elected by the Council to
lead the organization. Miss Longsdon
has been on the FPS Council for 22
years and joined when it was rare for
anyone outside Cumbria to be involved
with Fell Ponies.
Mr. Bob Charlton, who served as chairman of FPS for five years, recently called
Miss Longsdon ‘the best chairman in the
history of the society; she had served on
Council for many years and he admired
the way she was able to run things, sort
the wheat from the chaff and listen to
everyone’s point of view without wasting
time.”3
Earliest Memories of Fell Ponies
When Miss Longsdon was a child, she
Mary Longsdon and Bewcastle Boy Blue “outside our village pub,
aptly called ‘The Packhorse’” in Summer, 2007.
was evacuated to Cumbria during the
(Photo courtesy of Mary Longsdon)
war. Her aunt had a field that adjoined
Crookabeck, the Charlton’s family farm in
Patterdale. Miss Longsdon took daily walks to
Bewcastle in honor of this distant relative.
see the Linnel ponies. Also, her grandfather told
(Bewcastle Jock shows up in the pedigree of
a story of an uncle in Bewcastle who bred Fell
The Mikado in Volume VI of the National Pony
Ponies. Miss Longsdon later named her stud
Society stud book, which gives him a foal date
Volume 6, Number 2
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Bewcastle Beacon, Bouquet, and Bonny winning a Mountain & Moorland Progeny class at a National
Pony Society show in the 1970’s. (Photo courtesy of Mary Longsdon )

prior to 1889. Bewcastle Jock’s son is named
Black Jock. There is a Black Jock in all pedigrees of modern day Fell Ponies.4) Miss
Longsdon now shares the Bewcastle prefix with
her former neighbors Richard and Michael Goddard. Michael intends to carry on breeding.
Bewcastle Fell Ponies
Miss Longsdon bought her first pony, Dene
Beauty Belle, in 1966. She was ‘a right sweetie
with a lovely walk.’ She found Belle when Mr.
Roy Charlton recommended she contact Mrs. Newall of the Dene stud. Miss Longsdon currently
has five ponies at home, including Bewcastle
Boy Blue whom she recently rode on the Mary
Townley Loop in the Pennines. ‘Blue gets on well
with other ponies and is an easy ride. He has the
same wonderful temperament as his sire Waverhead Prince II.’ Blue won’t be home for long
though. Her Majesty the Queen was recently in
search of a riding pony as all of hers are in use by
Page 14

others, and Blue was nominated for the job. He
will be on his way to Windsor before you read
this article!
Miss Longsdon enjoys showing in hand and
breeding. She has also competed successfully in
FEI driving, including driving pairs of her own
breeding. Miss Longsdon’s breeding objective is
to produce ponies that are up to standard, having
a mid-range of type with lots of bone but without
sacrificing movement. ‘The art of it is to get
movement and bone.’ She is ‘keen on movement’
because of her interest in driving.
Miss Longsdon suggested patience as the most
important advice to overseas breeders. ‘Don’t
rush into buying the first pony you see.’ Also, ‘let
them grow slowly. Ponies don’t show themselves
well until they are six years old.’ And for others
like her that aren’t able to raise their Fells in
The Fell Pony Express (FPSNA) - Fall-Winter 2007

their native environment, she suggests not to let
them grow too quickly by overfeeding.
”They don’t need much, just good grass in summer and good hay in winter.”
The Southern Show
Of particular interest to North American Fell
Pony enthusiasts is Miss Longsdon’s instrumental role in the creation of the Southern Breed
Show. The Southern Show, in its 19th year in
2007, was the first Fell Pony Society Show to be
held outside Cumbria. The FPS Council was initially resistant to the idea, saying the show wasn’t necessary. At the time, ponies were only beginning to be sold outside Cumbria. There were
just thirteen classes in the first show; now there
are 32.
As we begin to organize showing opportunities
here in North America, Miss Longsdon
offered the following advice: if we will be
organizing within the context of Mountain and Moorland shows, she suggested
that Fell-only classes be offered. She
also stressed the importance of a judge
qualified to judge the class. She suggested that FPSNA offer rosettes at these
classes. Finally, she suggested, since
people will have to travel a long way for
a show, make it worth their while to stay
for a few days by offering other activities
-- stud visits or trail rides for instance.

What is an MBE?
MBE stands for ‘Member of the British Empire’ one of the five ranks of chivalry of the
Order of the British Empire. King George
V created the Order in 1917 as a way to
honor the many non-military, non-civilservants who served during the First World
War in non-combatant roles. The Order
includes both military and civilian divisions.
The British monarch appoints the members of the order, on advice from the government. 2
FPSNA’s members send their congratulations
to Fell Pony Society Chairman Mary
Longsdon on the receipt of her MBE. It is
well earned!

likely due to Her Majesty the Queen’s role as patron of the Fell Pony Society.

The MBE
Miss Longsdon’s investiture of her Member of the British Empire came as a complete surprise. There is an application
process which was undertaken by the
Fell Pony Society on her behalf. Even
her sister knew but didn’t let on. Letters
that came first from Downing Street and then
from Buckingham Palace were her first indication of the coming honor. She thought first that
the letters were from the government agency
(DEFRA) that oversees matters related to pony
registries about new regulations! While the application process can sometimes take a couple of
years, Miss Longsdon’s award came quickly,
Volume 6, Number 2

Bewcastle Blythe and Bewcastle Bathsheba
(Photo courtesy of Mary Longsdon )

Teamwork
When discussing her MBE, Miss Longsdon routinely states that the award belongs to the Society and its members, not just to her. She credits
life with her father, a clergyman, for her beliefs
in this regard. ‘Everyone came through the
house, and they were all treated equally and
treated well. No one was more important.’
Page 15

Mary Longsdon driving Bewcastle Bouquet and Bewcastle Beckstone through the river at
Lowther Driving Trials in the late 1980’s. (Photo courtesy of Mary Longsdon )

‘With age you take yourself less seriously. You’re
more inclined to get along and work together.
I’m terribly keen on this. FPS is run on voluntary work. It’s about the ponies. We’re all batting on the same side.’
‘The other thing that I don’t think I have
stressed enough is what marvelous times I have
had with the ponies and all the splendid people I
have met, and indeed am still meeting. I am so

grateful. Aren’t we all the lucky ones?’
As Mr. Charlton stated at the Fell Pony Society’s
Annual General Meeting in April, Miss Longsdon
‘had been a member of the British Empire for a
very long time, but this had now been recognized
by Her Majesty the Queen’5 We are all fortunate
to have Miss Longsdon at the helm of the Fell
Pony Society.
JM

1 All direct quotes from Miss Longsdon are from an interview conducted October 12, 2007 by Jenifer Morrissey or a letter from
Miss Longsdon in review of this article.
2

excerpted from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_British_Empire

“Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Fell Pony Society,” The Fell Pony Society Magazine, Autumn 2007, Volume 16, p.
21.
3

4 National Pony Society Volume VI is contained in Fell Pony Stud Book Registrations 1898-1980, compiled by Clive Richardson,
The Fell Pony Society. Information on Bewcastle Jock in modern Fell pedigrees courtesy of raresteeds.com Fell Pony Pedigree
Information Service.
5

“Minutes, etc.”, p. 22.
Page 16

The Fell Pony Express (FPSNA) - Fall-Winter 2007

In Memory of

Mrs. Frances Bell
1922—2007

The late Mrs. Frances Bell in 1994 — bidding farewell to their yearling colt, Waverhead Robbie (just before
his export to the USA.)

It is with great sadness we note the passing of Mrs. Frances Bell, widow of the late Mr. Jim Bell, of
Waverhead Fell Pony Stud in Cumbria. Mrs. Bell bred Fell ponies for many decades, and her death is
a tremendous loss to the Fell pony community. She was a dear and gracious lady, and always willing to
share her wisdom about the breed and its bloodlines. Our sincerest condolences go out to her daughter, Barbara Bell, her granddaughter, Hilary Lightfoot, and all her other family and friends.

Rest in peace, dear Frances! And thank-you not only for all you did for the Fell pony breed,
but also for all your kindness! We will miss you!
MJG-E

Volume 6, Number 2
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Ask A Vet

A New Regular Feature!

“Why, if these ponies have been surviving for centuries on the fells, do they need regular dental work? Do they need less than
other breeds? Does it depend on their diet and keep?”
Horses that graze on pasture 24/7 are in their natural environment which best suits their dental anatomy and mastication process.
They are less likely to have developmental dental abnormalities. However the “key word” in this question is “survive”. Some horses
are able to endure with a painful mouth without most people even being aware of a problem. That is, a horse may appear to be alive,
fat and happy, while tolerating a mouth that is atrocious. I remember being present at a stallion judging show and evaluating the top
stallions in the United States. They had just preformed beautifully in upper level dressage, driving and jumping. During the ceremony I walked back thru the barn and examined the top 3 stallions. I was horrified at the large hooks, ramps and severe buccal lacerations that were present in these stallions that otherwise appeared normal, healthy and the best of their breed.
Dental exams should be incorporated with a normal physical exam at all stages of life. From the newborn with orthodontic abnormalities to the geriatric with periodontal disease. It should also be noted that, at least in the USA over the last 2 decades, the average
life expectancy of horse has increased by an average of 10 years. Most horses now live into their early 30’s. The average life expectancy of a tooth is 25 years. Thus the horses are outliving their dentition. Through regular veterinary dental examination and care,
the duration of a functional dentition can be preserved and possibly extended.
Edward T. Earley, DVM
Laurel Highland Farm & Equine Services, LLC
Equine Medicine, Dentistry & Surgery

Do you have a Fell-related (and nonurgent!) question for a veterinarian?
Send to newsletter@fpsna.org and we
will try to get an answer for you!

Our Young Prince . . . (or Princess. . .?!)
Speaking of dentistry, I have to share a story about our 2 1/2-year-old stud colt, Prince (Brackenbank Romany’s
Prince). My husband Ed had veterinary students here from Cornell University to teach them dentistry, using our own
ponies as their first “patients”. While Prince was out with the mares and foals, a student was told to “go catch a mare
without a foal and bring her back to the barn”. She apparently chose him and he quietly left his mares and foals in the
field and came into a barn full of mares without
making a peep. He is such a mellow fellow! They placed the mouth speculum and started
working on him. I had just come back to the barn
and they asked me, out of curiosity, “Which mare
is this?” I looked at the face of the pony and was
stumped. . . “Which mare?” I thought. . . Normally I can tell each pony’s identity instantly. They tried to help, saying “Judging from
her teeth she is probably not yet 3 years old.” And
then I realized why I couldn’t recognize the
“mare”. All I could respond was “Uh. . . That’s a
stud. . . and his name is Prince!” The students
were embarrassed – especially the one who had
taken his temperature and still failed to notice his
gender!!! But we all laughed, and they were quite
impressed by his wonderful temperament.
A few days after the vet students were here, my 7year-old daughter Lauren and 5-year-old Janelle
Prince socializing with 3 1/2– month-old filly, Laurelhighland Beauty
were petting Prince at the gate. I was out in the
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field checking on the other ponies. Lauren yelled over to me, “Mommy, which mare is this. . .?” (Poor Prince – he is
going to get a complex if this keeps
up!)
Prince is such a gem—he interacts
with the foals, too, and is very sociable. Our other stallions usually just
ignore them, but he lets them hang
around him and play. His best buddy
is our 11 hh Dartmoor gelding,
Holyrood Dromore (a.k.a.
“Drummy”). Prince is by
Murthwaite Look at Me, out of
Brackenbank Romany (by Waverhead Prince II).
Best Wishes,
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
Laurel Highland Farm & Equine
Services, LLC
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania

Lauren and Prince

Over the Rainbow Bridge

Barbara Bell and Waverhead Prince II, after he won Supreme Champion
at the 2000 Fell Pony Society Stallion & Colt Show
(Photo courtesy of the late Mr. J. Bell)

The Fell pony breed lost a great
stallion with the passing of 24year-old Waverhead Prince II
in 2007. Prince was owned and
bred by the late Mr. Jim Bell of
Waverhead Fell Pony Stud in
Cumbria, where Prince stood at
stud for many years. Prince has
numerous offspring in the UK
and elsewhere around the world,
including several licensed sons
and grandsons in the USA..

Condolences also go out to Stonecreek Farm for the loss of Stonecreek Song of Solomon, to KimberLake Farm for the
loss of Kimberlake Magic Rambler, and to Dream Hayven Farm for the loss of Dreamhayven Brawny Lad.
Volume 6, Number 2
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Celebration of the Horse (and Pony!)
Our fantastic young stallion, Littletree Highwayman, has really blossomed this year and is doing extremely well under
saddle. He attended the Celebration of the Horse exhibition in Metamora, Michigan in October and was the star of the
show. The show grounds emptied and the arena was filled to capacity when it was his turn to show-off under saddle in
the arena. He behaved impeccably and is now scheduled to attend the Mid-Michigan Horse Expo in Birch Run, Michigan in November. His trainer, Ann-Marie Lavellee (aka The Traveling Trainer) regularly takes him camping with her 4H group - choosing to take a 3 year old Fell stallion over all her other school horses! He pickets overnight, crosses rivers and enjoys the trails, not concerned about any obstacles they may come across (even campfires or canoes as the photos show). "Ned" will continue with his exhibition schedule
and will have stud duties with our mares in the Spring. He
will also be offered by shipped semen to approved outside
mares in 2008.

Best wishes to all!
Heather Kyle
Scafell Pike Fell Pony Stud
Owensboro, Kentucky
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Semi-Feral Fells

A New Regular Feature!

The dictionary defines feral as: “existing in a natural state, as animals or

plants; not domesticated or cultivated; wild”. Adding the word semi– to feral gives the added meaning of “living
in proximity to humans and...accustomed to their presence”. We often hear Fells referred to as “semi-feral” ponies, but
does this really apply to our Fell Ponies? Yes– it does! But the concept remains difficult to explain to breed
newcomers. Then I got to thinking, the best way to explain might be by real-life examples, such as the following
which happened to me last winter:
It was well past dark, almost 11 at night, and my husband and I were a few moments away from falling
asleep. Suddenly, we heard a sound that sent chills and fear down our spines: a pack of coyotes hooting and
howling, the noise coming from the pony paddocks, with this year’s weanlings still out with the mares. We
raced to put on enough clothes to run thru the snow, ran downstairs and out the door without even a flashlight. Turning the corner of the house, we saw the most amazing thing by the light of the moon: all of the
adult ponies, standing at guard at each point of the compass, with the foals secured inside their circle of
safety! The coyotes were long gone, and our herd was safe!
The above story is exactly the type of behavior I’ve been making mental notes on since being a Fell owner. I
have a few more examples, but for now the most important part is you– your stories! Do you have an example of
semi-feral type behavior you’ve seen in your Fells? Think about sending in a paragraph or two. If not, keep
watching! Contributions to this column can be sent to: newsletter@fpsna.org.
Regards,
Melissa Kreuzer, Dream Hayven Farm, Kewaskum, Wisconsin

A Repeat Win on the West Coast!
Laurelhighland Rose Petal (“Petal”) won Reserve Supreme Champion
Mountain & Moorland Pony, two years in a row, under two UK
judges. In 2006, she won as a Two Year Old and in 2007 she repeated
her win as a Three Year Old. We are very proud of her accomplishments in the show ring and can't wait to see her under saddle this fall.
Fell Legend Farm is Proud to announce . . .the following additions to
our herd:
Broughhill Hadrian’s Wall ,(“Hadrian”) Solid black Fell Pony stallion
foaled 10 August 1999. Registration number FP50964C and License
number: FP296R. This handsome stallion will be used as an ambassador for the breed, at shows, fairs & expos on the West Coast.

Laurelhighland Rose Petal
with Joanna Gilbert

Braeberry Whimsical Legend (“Whimsey”), turning Gray Filly,
foaled April 13, 2007, registration pending. Whimsey was the first Fell
pony born at Fell Legend Farm. We are so happy she will stay here
forever.
Thank-you, Cheryl
Dutton, Braeberry Farm
for making . . . our
dreams come true!
Rene’ Bender
Fell Legend Farm
Lincoln, California
Page 21

(Above) Broughhill Hadrian’s Wall
with Tomas Herrea
(Left) Whimsey with Rene’ Bender, Tomas
Herrea, and Whimsey’s dam, Greenholme Viv
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Way to Go, Wavy!
Just a little note to give a little update on
"Wavy" (Laurelhighland Knight Waver)
Wavy is being leased to a beginner rider of 8 years. He is
such a good boy. His new little rider is hoping to do dressage with him. He also has become a babysitter for a great
big giant horse named "Empire." Empire can not bear to be
outside without "his Pony!" Wavy can almost walk under
Empire! They love to play and graze together. Wavy patiently lets Empire use him as a "chew toy."
Updates on Wavy coming soon at www.elfenridge.com
Kristen Staehling
Suffolk, Virginia
Wavy

Willowtrail Farm News
We have been blessed with new arrivals here at Willowtrail Farm this year. In the spring, Bowthorne Matty, a bay
filly, joined us from Cumbria after an arduous journey. She left home in December and made it as far as Dover but
missed her channel crossing, and hence her flight from Brussels due poor weather. She remained in Dover for a month
before new arrangements could be made, then weather further hampered her trip south from Calgary. When she finally
arrived in March, it was clear she’d ‘weathered’ the delays better than we did!
Other new arrivals this year have been Willowtrail
Aaron, a Fell cross, born in July, and Willowtrail
Wild Rose, a black Fell filly, who was born in September. Both are by Guards Apollo, who is maturing
into a beautiful pony with an abundant sense of humor.
My project this fall has been introducing Turkey Trot
Sand Lily to draft work. After many years of using
western (britchen) harness, I’ve recently purchased
Norwegian draft harness for the ponies because of its
more versatile and ergonomic design. I hope to have a
full report on what I think of it in the next issue!
Best wishes from all the ponies and people here for a
happy holiday season and blessed New Year.
Jenifer Morrissey

Turkey Trot Sand Lily models her new Norwegian Harness

Walden, Colorado
Volume 6, Number 2
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We’re a Two-Fell Family!
Sweet William (Midnightvalley Sweet William) made such an
impression on my husband, Patrick, that he had to have his
own. Moonlit Orange Julia arrived in Illinois on September 10
aboard a great big rig. She'd been traveling for 3 days from the
state of Washington. Juliet (her barn name) has adjusted well and I
think is enjoying her new home. Pat just adores her.
Speaking of Sweet William, we finally made it to our first ADS
Pleasure driving show, The Villa Louis Carriage Classic. William
did a superb job and even earned a ribbon in a very big division.
Next year we will try some CDE's. Happy Holidays to all Fells and
their owners. Enjoy our pictures!

Juliet

“Thanks so much Elise Miller for
allowing me to purchase

Susan Hulls

Moonlit Orange Julia. She's a
sweetheart!”

Galena, IL

Patrick Hulls

(Above) Susan and William;
(Right) William and Juliet

PONY FOR SALE
Willowtrail Meg is a solid black Fell/
Shetland/Welsh yearling. She has her
mother’s fabulous laid-back temperament
and her Fell father’s abundant mane, tail,
and feather. Meg will mature at
12hh. She’s a perfect grandma’s
pony: driving for her and riding for the
grandkids. Contact: Jenifer Morrissey
www.willowtrailfarm.com
(970) 723-4316 workponies@frii.com
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And the Stallions Say. . .

By Jenifer Morrissey

In the last issue of the Fell Pony Express, I discussed how when breeding, “It’s the Mares, Mostly.” Since I wrote that
article, I’ve been fortunate to speak with a number of breeders about what stallions contribute most to the breeding equation. The consensus landed on temperament first. A well-tempered stallion will likely pass his temperament to his offspring, and less-well-tempered stallions will pass that tendency as well. The exception seems to be when a particularly
stellar mare is involved, and then she can influence the temperament of the offspring greatly. My first thought when this
consensus emerged was, “Great news!” It’s much easier to keep a well-mannered stallion for breeding than otherwise!

Above left: Orton Hall Danny with owner Patricia Burge.
Above center: Midnight Valley Timothy, son of Orton Hall Danny. I
see similarities in the set of the eyes and the shape of the head below
the eyes between father and son.
Above right: Turkey Trot Sand Lily, daughter of Midnight Valley
Timothy.
Left: Turkey Trot Fire Willow, son of Midnight Valley Timothy and
full sister to Lily. Again I see similarities between father and offspring in the set of the eyes and shape of the head.

The other place where stallion influence is often seen is in the face and eyes. This influence was brought home to me
starkly on a recent visit to Laurel Highland Farm. It is a rare opportunity for me to get to spend time with a number of
foals by the same stallion simultaneously. I am indebted to Mary Jean Gould-Earley for the opportunity to spend significant time in a paddock with four foals who shared a sire. They were friendly sorts and came up to me whenever I appeared, and it was impossible for me not to notice that their faces were all nearly identical.
I have seen this influence of stallions in a slightly different way in my own herd. As my cross-bred Willowtrail Meg
has matured, I am seeing marked facial similarities between she and her full-Fell half-sister Turkey Trot Sand Lily. I
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was also struck by portraits of Orton Hall Danny and his
offspring Midnight Valley Timothy that offered an opportunity to see facial similarities between father and son.
Similarly composed portraits of Midnight’s own offspring,
Turkey Trot Sand Lily and Turkey Trot Fire Willow,
also demonstrate that father does indeed pass to son and
daughter facial features.
It is a joy and privilege to study these ponies. I look forward to more opportunities to learn about the art of breeding and how mares and stallions contribute to their progeny.
JM
© Jenifer Morrissey, 2007. No part of this article may be reproduced in
any form without permission from the author.

Sunshine Hill Fell ponies
Patty Gallagher and Winston

Well, Majestic Winston had some training this year, in hopes that he would find a good lease situation to keep him
occupied. While this did not pan out, and Winston is still happily at home with his “sister” Laurelhighland Gypsy,
he did get lots of baths and some excellent round pen work which has adjusted his attitude (Winston does not feel any
horse should have to actually work.) He is much more respectful now, and behaves much better overall. We hope to
continue some natural horsemanship training as time allows, and we still hope to find that special someone who will
use him on a more regular basis.
That’s all from New Jersey and Sunshine Hill Farm!
Patty Gallagher
New Jersey

(Left) Majestic Winston;
(Above) Laurelhighland Gypsy and friend
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The Way To A Mother’s Heart. . .!
We first met Laurelhighland Pegasus on a visit to Mary Jean’s farm in Cogan Station, Pennsylvania in the spring of
2005. He was just ten days old at the time. He was for sale and already “on the ground”, which we discovered is not
common for Fell ponies in this area due to the demand and their rarity. My wife, Else, a former zookeeper and animal
lover, including horses, loved the Fells and what
we learned about them. She probably would not
have had the nerve to purchase one of these babies
as they were a little out of our usual horse price
range at the time. Myself, being the romantic, and
loving horses myself, saw the perfect opportunity.
Without Else’s knowledge, I made arrangements

Else wipes away tears of joy after receiving her Mother’s Day surprise —
a baby Fell pony!

with Mary Jean to purchase Pegasus. For Mother’s Day that year, Else received a card with photos of Pegasus and his
grandsire (Tebay Campbell Ton Victor) in England. She was thrilled and I got credit for being a wonderful husband. I,
of course, got to look forward to raising a Fell colt also. At the time
we also had two Haflingers, two walking horses, and a warmblood. I
like to ride and drive my Haflingers. Now I could look forward to
driving in real style someday with the Fell pony. We had recently purchased an additional 48 acres near our home on 6 acres, A new barn
was going up, so we had the room.
We thought Pegasus might do better if he had a pasture mate near his
own age. We went to visit Corky Brown in Marathon, NY who had a
young Haflinger gelding for sale. When we found out “Nugget” was
born on April 28th, the same as Pegasus, the deal was clinched. It did
not hurt that Corky has selected nice calm, “old fashioned”
Haflingers, that excel in driving for his breeding stock..
Pegasus and Nugget

In late August, 2005 we brought Pegasus home. Nugget was here by then also, and it
really helped to have a “friend” for Pegasus to be with. Both weanlings could also visit
over the fence in the barn with the older Haflingers. Pegasus was rather shy and afraid,
initially. He obviously missed his mother. He came around quickly with Else’s gentle
handling, and has been the most curious and friendly horse in the pasture ever since. He
is very smart…too smart, sometimes. Recently he saw me worming his pasture mates,
which occurred without any fuss or trauma, but he made himself scarce and hard to
Pegasus
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catch for a day or two, until Else finally got the job done.
We are taking things slowly with Pegasus’s training. I have trained
a few Walking Horses and Haflingers to ride and drive with some
success, so we will continue doing it ourselves with Pegasus. Pegasus does well and learned fast with ground exercises. He knows
“walk” and “trot” and “whoa”. We have ground driven him in long
lines and halter, and are working on getting him acclimated to the
snaffle bit. He has turned two this year and has grown up a lot. He
is 13.3 now and looks more like a pony and not a colt, as he did at
the beginning of 2007. We love all our ponies, but Pegasus is special.
John Brunner
Montrose, Pennsylvania

Else and Laurelhighland Pegasus
(Hades Hill Freya X Wellbrow Pegasus)

High Point In-Hand Champion Award Goes to a Fell Pony!
I am proud to share the news of Laurelhighland Frivolity (aka Lettie) and Laurelhighland Victor's end of the year awards! On November 10th, I attended the Jack
Pine Circuit Awards Banquet. The first awards received were given by the Northwoods Dressage Association Committee. Lettie and Victor were each given a Premium Award for Dressage Suitability In Hand. That is the highest award given out
in each level of competition, and they had to earn a score 65.00% or better. The biggest surprise of all came at the end of the presentation when the high point individual
award in open competition was won by 2-year-old. Laurelhighland Frivolity. This
was the overall championship for in-hand competition, which she won with a combined total score of
Natural Health Products
65.9%!! She had to have at least 2 scores from 2
Natural health products for Fell Ponies
shows! We are so proud!!
(and
other critters, too!). Seven years of
Lisa Lindholm
success
in the tough climate of the Colorado
Hibbing, Minnesota

Rockies. Visit:
www.willowtrailfarm.com/naturalhealth.htm
for testimonials and more information.
Jenifer Morrissey, distributor for Dynamite
Specialty Products. Peace of mind from a
program that makes sense. (970) 723-4316
workponies@frii.com

Fell Pony Cards, Gifts and more!

Lettie sporting her rosette! (The frost on her nose is
there because it was 3 degrees below Fahrenheit!)
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Visit Stableways.com to view a unique selection of Fell Pony cards, gifts,
clothing, prints and household items. All
of the photographs featured were taken in
Cumbria, England and all artwork is original artwork drawn by myself, Allison
Wolff. Also available are gifts for the
natural barefoot trimming, native pony
and dressage enthusiast. Check back
often as I'm always adding new products.
The Fell Pony Express (FPSNA) - Fall-Winter 2007

FPSNA
Breeders
Ambleside Farm
Megan Elisha Tong
P.O. Box 44.
Van Alstyne, Texas, 75495
Phone: 972-658-7537
www.amblesidefarms.com
Email: offbeatparadigm@gmail.com
Braeberry Farm
Cheryl Dutton
11919 SE 272nd Ave.
Boring, Oregon 97009
Phone: 503-663-0868
www.braeberry.com
Email: info@braeberry.com
Dream Hayven Farm Fell Ponies LLC
Melissa Kreuzer
N1101 County Road HH
Kewaskum, Wisconsin 53040
Cell: 262-844-7878
www.dreamhayven.com
Email: info@dreamhayven.com
Fell Legend Farm
Rene Bender - Trainer/Owner
Tom Bender - Owner
P.O. Box 31
Lincoln, California 95648
Phone: 916-205-7103
www.felllegendfarm.com
Email: felllegendfarm@yahoo.com
Garrighyll Fell Pony Stud
Alison Emslie-Smith
Bellwood Farm LLC
P.O. Box 122
Oronoco, Minnesota, 55960
Phone: 507-367-2365
Cell: 507- 250-1873
www.raresteeds.com/garrighyll
Email: mnfellponies@gmail.com
KimberLake Farm
Kimber Bishop
329 County Road 459
New Franklin, Missouri 65274
Phone: 660-537-4020
www.kimberlake.com
Email: kimberlakefarm@hotmail.com

Laurel Highland Farm & Equine Services LLC
Edward T. Earley, DVM
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
www.laurelhighland.com
Email: lhf@sunlink.net
Majestic Friesians & Fells
Steve and Lori Brock
23740 14 Mile Road
Leroy, Michigan, 49655
Phone: 231-250-8882
www.majesticfriesians.com
Email: lori@majesticfriesians.com
Majestic Stables
Dan Shanahan
2687 St. Rt. 274
Huntsville, Ohio 43324
Phone: 937-686-5202
www.majesticstables.net
Email: dan@majesticstables.net
Moonlit Fell Pony Farm
Elise Miller
21412 107th ST SE
Snohomish, Washington 98290
Phone: 206-407-3068
www.moonlitfellponies.com
Email: elisemiller2001@hotmail.com

Mulberry Lane Farms
Jeannie Pasturel
PO Box 142
Stayton, Oregon 97383
Phone: 503-769-5008
www.MulberryLaneFarms.com
Email: MLFarms@wvi.com
Musta Hevonen Farm
Larry & Wendy Ihlang
PO Box 1185
Rainier, Washington 98576
Phone: 360-446-0142
www.fellponies.com
Email: info@fellponies.com
Red Willow Fell Ponies
Elizabeth K. Dawson
PO Box 2612
Taos, New Mexico 87571
Phone: 505-758-7563
www.redwillowfellponies.com
Email: redwillowfells@yahoo.com

Only FPSNA members residing in North America may advertise in the FPSNA Breeders & Stallions lists.
Page 28

The Fell Pony Express (FPSNA) - Fall-Winter 2007

FPSNA Breeders - continued
Royal Crest Farm
John Rutledge
9425 E. Spurr Lane
Prescott Valley, Arizona 86314
Phone: 928-772-7351
Email:
royalcrestfarm@commspeed.net
Sandhaven Stables
Amy Kroll
2685 - 144th Ave.
Dorr, Michigan 49323
Phone: 616-896-7258
Cell: 616-893-2964
Email: Kakroll91@yahoo.com
Scafell Pike Fell Pony Stud
Heather Kyle
22912 Highway 811
Owensboro, Kentucky 42301
Phone: 270-764-2426
Cell: 810-434-6875
www.scafellpikefellponies.com
Email: KingsOakStables@aol.com
Stonecreek Farm
Shannon Albert and
Karen Sorensen
1183 Oak Ridge Road
Denison, Texas 75021
Phone: 903-337-0255
www.thefellpony.com
Email: stonecreek.farm@thefellpony.com
Summerfield Stud
Roger & Maryanne Spencer
11155 S.E. Sunset Harbor Rd.
Summerfield, Florida 34401
Phone: 352-288-8993
Cell: 352-267-2402
www.magicalsteeds.com
Email: info@magicalsteeds.com
Toadstool Farm
Jacqueline Collen-Tarrolly
13547 Ventura Blvd. #443
Sherman Oaks, California 91423
www.toadstoolfarm.com
Email: jacqueline@toadstoolfarm.com
Willowtrail Farm
Jenifer Morrissey
PO Box 1034
Walden, Colorado 80480
Phone: 970-723-4316
www.willowtrailfarm.com
Email: workponies@frii.com
Volume 6, Number 2

FPSNA MERCHANDISE
Order online at www.fpsna.org
High quality sweatshirts with FPSNA logo embroidered in black.
These sweatshirts are Lee 9.75 oz. crews in ash (light gray color).
Sizes available: M, L, and XL. Price: $30 (includes shipping in U.S.)
High quality tees with FPSNA logo embroidered in black. These
tees are Hanes Beefy T 100% cotton in stonewashed blue. Sizes
available: M, L.
Price: $20 (includes shipping in U.S.)
Native Ponies of the British Isles poster:
15x20 poster professionally printed at
high-resolution on semi-gloss paper, suitable for framing (or laminating for exhibition displays).
All ponies shown are North American
representatives of their breeds, with the
exception of the Eriskay which does not
yet exist here.
Price: $15 (includes shipping in U.S.)
Please contact info@fpsna.org first
for all current item availability:
Make checks payable to: FPSNA, Inc. and mail
FPSNA, Inc., c/o Mary Jean Gould-Earley,
546 Lehman Drive Cogan Station, PA 17728

to:

Or order online with Pay Pal at www.fpsna.org

All proceeds go to FPSNA to help defray business costs. Thank you!

Fell Pony Express
2008 Classified Ad Prices
For FPSNA Members Only
1/8 page: $15
1/2 page - $50

1/4 page: $30
Full page - $75

All ads include a free classified ad on the website for the
calendar year, including one photo with contact information, which will also be distributed at FPSNA-sanctioned
promotional events during the year. All ads are fullcolor and will be displayed for the current calendar year
in The Fell Pony Express..
.

Submit ads to newsletter@fpsna.org
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FPSNA
Licensed Stallions
*Brackenbank Romany’s Prince
FP70597C*, License No. FP446, Black, Foaled 2005
Laurel Highland Farm &
Equine Services LLC

546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
www.laurelhighland.com
Email: lhf@sunlink.net

*Geordans Prince Baloo
FP70481C*; License No. FP414, Bay; Foaled 2004
Musta Hevonen Farm
PO Box 1185
Rainier, Washington 98576
Phone: 360-446-0142
www.fellponies.com
Email: info@fellponies.com

*Goytvalley Magic Minstrel
FP50026C*; License No. FP145J, Black; Foaled 1992
Stonecreek Farm
1183 Oak Ridge Road
Denison, Texas 75021
Phone: 903-337-0255
www.thefellpony.com
Email: stonecreek.farm@thefellpony.com
*Guards Apollo
FP70295C*; License No. FP387, Black; Foaled 2003
Willowtrail Farm
PO Box 1034
Walden, Colorado 80480
Phone: 970-723-4316
www.willowtrailfarm.com
Email: workponies@frii.com

Laurelhighland Romany Boy
FP7043C*; License No. FP415, Black; Foaled 2004
Musta Hevonen Farm
PO Box 1185

Rainier, Washington 98576
Phone: 360-446-0142
www.fellponies.com
Email: info@fellponies.com

*Littletree Born Supremacy
FP70673C*; License No. FP469, Black; Foaled 2005
Allison Wolff
Portland, Oregon
www.stableways.com/jason.html
Email: allison@stableways.com

*Littletree Highwayman
FP70475C*; License No. FP438, Grey, Foaled 2004
Scafell Pike Fell Pony Stud
22912 Highway 811
Owensboro, Kentucky 42301
Phone: 270-764-2426
Cell: 810-434-6875
www.scafellpikefellponies.com
Email: KingsOakStables@aol.com
*Littletree Sirius Black
FP70474C*; License No. FP458, Black, Foaled 2004
Scafell Pike Fell Pony Stud
22912 Highway 811
Owensboro, Kentucky 42301
Phone: 270-764-2426
Cell: 810-434-6875
www.scafellpikefellponies.com
Email: KingsOakStables@aol.com
*Llancloudy Abraham (a.k.a. “Tuck”)
FP70054C*, License No. FP388, Grey; Foaled 2002
Toadstool Farm
13547 Ventura Blvd. #443
Sherman Oaks, California 91423
www.toadstoolfarm.com
Email: jacqueline@toadstoolfarm.com

*Llancloudy Highwayman
FP70365C*, License No. FP435, Black; Foaled 2004
Red Willow Fell Ponies
PO Box 2612
Taos, New Mexico 87571
Phone: 505-758-7563
www.redwillowfellponies.com
Email: redwillowfells@yahoo.com
*Llancloudy Magic Diamond
FP51140C*; License No. FP366, Grey; Foaled 2000
Summerfield Stud
11155 S.E. Sunset Harbor Rd.
Summerfield, Florida 34401
Phone: 352-288-8993
Cell: 352-267-2402
www.magicalsteeds.com
Email: info@magicalsteeds.com

Only FPSNA members residing in North America may advertise in the FPSNA Breeders & Stallions lists.
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FPSNA Licensed Stallions - continued
*Lunesdale I’m the Man
FP70165C*; License No. FP372, Grey; Foaled 2003
Mulberry Lane Farms
PO Box 142
Stayton, Oregon 97383
Phone: 503-769-5008
www.MulberryLaneFarms.com
Email: MLFarms@wvi.com
*Lunesdale Mercury
FP50926C*; License No. FP306R, Grey; Foaled 1999
Dream Hayven Farm Fell Ponies LLC
N1101 County Road HH
Kewaskum, Wisconsin 53040
Cell: 262-844-7878
www.dreamhayven.com
Email: info@dreamhayven.com

*Waverhead Model IV
FP51000C*; License No. FP289R, Black; Foaled 1999
Laurel Highland Farm &
Equine Services LLC

546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
www.laurelhighland.com
Email: lhf@sunlink.net

*Waverhead Robbie
FP50109C*; License No. FP178K, Black; Foaled 1993
Laurel Highland Farm &
Equine Services LLC

546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
www.laurelhighland.com
Email: lhf@sunlink.net

Mustahevonen Rheged’s Pippin
FP70241*; License No. FP410, Black; Foaled 2003
Royal Crest Farm
9425 E. Spurr Lane
Prescott Valley, Arizona 86314
Phone: 928-772-7351
Email:
royalcresfarm@commspeed.net

FELL PONY ORNAMENTS

Horsegift.com is now
offering Fell Pony Ball
and Ring Ornaments.
The ornaments are
hand painted and can
be personalized with
your pony’s name.

*Ralfland Ranger
FP51261C*; License No. FP368, Black; Foaled 2001
Stonecreek Farm
1183 Oak Ridge Road
Denison, Texas 75021
Phone: 903-337-0255
www.thefellpony.com
Email: stonecreek.farm@thefellpony.com
*Stennerskeugh Danny Boy
FP70466C*; License No. FP426, Black; Foaled 2004
Mulberry Lane Farms
PO Box 142
Stayton, Oregon 97383
Phone: 503-769-5008
www.MulberryLaneFarms.com
Email: MLFarms@wvi.com

Stonecreek Magic Minstrel
FP70210C*; License No. FP393, Black, Foaled 2003
KimberLake Farm
329 County Road 459
New Franklin, Missouri 65274
Phone: 660-537-4020
www.kimberlake.com
Email: kimberlakefarm@hotmail.com

Available in Fell
Pony colors. The ponies are made of wood
and placed on a
wooden
3 inch ring or into a
clear 3 ½ inch ball.
Midnight Valley
Sweet William is
pictured.
Log on to
www.Horsegift.com to
order or call

Priced at

Patrick or Susan
Hulls at

$15.98 each

815-777-6464

*(Note: Asterisk before name indicates pony is imported; Asterisk after registration number indicates pony is DNA-typed)
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The Official Publication of
The Fell Pony Society of
North America, Inc.
c/o Lisa Lindholm, General Secretary
2626 Diane Lane
Hibbing, Minnesota, 55746

Published twice a year,
summer and winter.

218-263-5217 info@fpsna.org

We’re on the web!
www.fpsna.org

Next newsletter
deadline:
May 1, 2008
newsletter@fpsna.org

(Our yawning Fell model
is Doobie
(Mustahevonen Debut),
courtesy of Roxanne
Dimyan)

The Fell Pony Society of North America,
Inc. (FPSNA), was the first Registered
Overseas Branch of the Fell Pony Society
(FPS) (UK) anywhere in the world.
FPSNA is also the oldest and largest Fell
pony organization in North America and
was established in 2001 with the support of
the majority of Fell owners and breeders in
North America. We were legally incorporated in January 2002 as a federallyrecognized public charity under Section
501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code..

Our mission is to promote and preserve
the Fell pony breed in North America
in ways that are consistent with the
rules and regulations of FPS.
All FPSNA breeders are members-in-goodstanding with our registry, FPS, through
which all of our foals are registered and
stallions are licensed for breeding.
All contents and photographs in
The Fell Pony Express
are © FPSNA, Inc. 2007,
unless otherwise specified herein.

Kim Renee Cote driving Stennerskeugh Amanda May
(with navigator Pamela Patrick) at 2007
High Country Drive Competition (Canada)

