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Message from FPSNA Chairman
The North American Fell Pony herd continues to grow. Indeed, it has been quite a busy
spring for all our breeders, as our “stork” will show you on the pages to follow!
Some of you have also been busy showing your ponies and promoting the breed and
FPSNA, and for this we thank-you for your efforts!
I would also like to thank all those that contributed to this issue, and hope you enjoy all the
great stories! A main “theme” for this issue seems to be about Fell pony breeders and studs
in the UK, which is the topic of several articles. There is no better place on earth to learn
about the breed than in Cumbria, the native home of the Fell pony. The insight of longtime
breeders can provide an invaluable education to breeders and enthusiasts around the world.
I have always felt that Cumbria should be the #1 travel destination of anyone wishing to
learn more about these ponies and to breed them. In the meantime, enjoy this issue, and
maybe next time we’ll read about your trip to Cumbria. . .!
Hope you all have a safe and happy summer!
Best Wishes,
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
Chairman, FPSNA, Inc.

www.fpsna.org
At the FPSNA web site
you can:
• Fill out online membership for
FPSNA and FPS
• Make payment by PayPal using
your credit card for membership and
fundraising items (t-shirts, poster …
and more in the future!)
• Read back issues of
The Fell Pony Express

Mary Jean and newborn twin colt,
Laurelhighland Adonis

Upcoming
Events
FPSNA-Sponsored Events:

National Dressage Pony Cup
June 28-29, 2008
Cincinnati, Ohio

EQUINE AFFAIRE:

FPSNA BROCHURE!

www.equineaffaire.com
November 13-16, 2008
Springfield, Massachusetts

Download a copy online at

Other Events:

Email: info@fpsna.org

Important Reminder
To Breeders
from FPS:

www.fpsna.org

Northern Illinois Horse Fest
Belvidere, Illinois
August 23-24, 2008

Rare Breeds Festival
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Foals registered AFTER
DECEMBER 1 in the year of
birth will cost DOUBLE
REGISTRATION FEES!
Additional Late Fees also apply if
foal is not registered during the
year of birth.
Please register foals promptly!

On the Cover:

Lexington, Kentucky
September 5-7, 2008
Enter “FPSNA” in Care Code Box when you
shop online and Country Supply will make a
donation to FPSNA!

ALL fillies AND colts born in
2007 or later MUST be
MICROCHIPPED prior to
registration!
Foals should be registered in their
year of birth.

Murthwaite Fell Ponies on the
Howgill Fells in Cumbria

Please let our Promotions Director
know if you would like to represent
FPSNA, Inc., at any other upcoming
events! Thank you!

(Photo courtesy of
Thomas Capstick/Murthwaite Stud )
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Zone 3
Zone 1

Have you renewed your
2008
membership?

Zone 4

Zone 2

If not, now’s the time!
(This also applies to the annual
Breeders and Stallions lists.)
Go to www.fpsna.org
to print out a form or apply online.
Overseas enthusiasts are also welcome to
subscribe to The Fell Pony Express!

FPSNA Council Regional Representatives
Zone 1: Mary Jean Gould-Earley
Zone 2: Kristen Staehling
Zone 3: Rene' Bender
Zone 4: Jenifer Morrissey
Zone 5 - Canada: Kim Cote

Here’s the crew … Your FPSNA Council

Melissa Kreuzer

Lisa Lindholm

Jenifer Morrissey

Kristen
Mary Jean Gould-Earley
Chairman: Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
Staehling
546 Lehman Drive
Vice Chairman &
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Executive Secretary:
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
René Bender
mj@laurelhighland.com
P.O. Box 31
Lincoln, California 95648
General Secretary: Lisa Lindholm
916-205-7103
2626 Diane Lane
felllegendfarm@yahoo.com
Hibbing, Minnesota 55746
FPS/FPSNA Branch Representative
218-263-5217
& Council Member-at-Large:
info@fpsna.org
Kim Cote
3793 Gibbins Road
Treasurer: Jenifer Morrissey
Duncan, British Columbia V9L 6E8
P.O. Box 134
Kim Cote
Canada
Walden, Colorado 80480
250-746-6364
970-723-4316
Check it out: “Members
mountainspiritponies@telus.net
workponies@frii.com

René Bender

Only” section at
www.fpsna.org!

Council Member-at-Large:
Kristen Staehling
5333 O’Kelly Drive,
Suffolk, Virginia 23437
757-651-4601
RegalFells@juno.com
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FPSNA Promotions Director:
• Pony Points Program Form
Melissa Kreuzer
• Exhibition Policy
N1101 County Rd HH
Kewaskum, Wisconsin 53040 • Back issues of The Fell Pony Express
262-844-7878
Note: User name and password are reset annually when memberpromotions@fpsna.org
ships expire.. Contact info@fpsna.org for more information!
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Report from Your Treasurer and Branch Representative
Spring Greetings! I hope all our members are enjoying the new season and breeders are enjoying adding Fell
Ponies to our population.
I would like to thank all of our members who got their ponies out and about in 2007. As your branch representative, I document our exhibits and shows for The Fell Pony Society, and when it comes time to write the annual
report I am especially thankful for those members who take the extra step and include FPSNA in their exhibition
and showing plans.
I would also like to thank our members who support the Country Supply ‘CountryCare’ program. Your purchases
in 2007 resulted in a $50 donation to FPSNA. We are already half way to another donation from Country Supply
thanks to your purchases this year. If you patronize other vendors with a similar check-off program for nonprofits, please let me know so that we can consider signing up with them as well.
Best wishes,
Jenifer Morrissey
FPSNA Treasurer and Branch Representative

Report from Your Secretary
Well it has been a very busy few months as secretary! This was our first year sending out Membership Cards with
membership renewal. It can be a bit confusing for many of us who have to join many equine organizations if we
have already joined or not! These cards will help you to reference that you have renewed with FPSNA and also inform you of the expiration date so you can renew in a timely manner on January 1st each year.
I am also trying to contact people who own Fell Ponies but are not FPSNA members yet. I sent out an invitation
letter this spring to those folks to consider joining FPSNA. If you know of someone who may want to join whether
they own a Fell or not, you can either send me their name and address or have them contact me directly. We do
have a couple members who do not own a Fell Pony but have joined FPSNA to be a part of our society until they
are able to own a pony. Also, some elderly people who have gotten out the business like to stay in touch and be a
part of it all. You may also give a gift of membership to someone as well. Every year we grow a little more and this
year I'd like to see ten new members or more! I'm all for recruiting, so get out there and spread the news about
FPSNA!
Lastly, I would like to comment on FPSNA becoming a part of the ALL BREEDS PROGRAM through the USDF.
This is an exciting investment in the future for us as an organization. The more we become a part of these recognized nationally and internationally organizations, the more we secure the future for our wonderful Fell Pony. As
we all know, we have a very diversified breed that we can boast a whole host of qualities about. The time has come,
as many of our ponies here in North America become of age to ride, to engage in activities and disciplines that
show the Fell Pony’s true potential. Through this particular program, riders and breeders can show their ponies at
USDF recognized shows and be eligible for year end awards from the USDF. FPSNA is now a participating organization and our FPSNA members may now qualify for these awards without joining another organization. Should
anyone qualify this year for an award, the USDF Annual Banquet is held in Lexington, Kentucky. The top two winners from each division will receive their award on stage. USDF will provide custom cast medals for each first and
second place winner and certificates for places one through five. This year we are sponsoring five certificates per
level should that many qualify. More information will be made available about the banquet later in the summer.
Good luck showing this summer and I hope everyone gets out there and shows the world what the fabulous FELL
PONY can do!!!

Lisa Lindholm
Secretary
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Report from Your Promotions Director
Finally, the grass is green, and even in Wisconsin I can safely say the snow is gone until next winter! That
means my favorite season is here too. No, not spring– show season! The trails are open, the ponies are shedding,
class lists are being sent out– this is when my excitement runs at an all-time high, as I imagine all the great adventures possible with our Fell Ponies this year.
These thoughts in conjunction with the USDF All-Breeds Award Program announcement by our General Secretary Lisa Lindholm give me great visions of the future for our favorite native ponies!
Now is also a great time to remind all of you again about our FPSNA Pony Points Program 2008! For only $5.00,
you can be in the running to win fame and recognition, all while supporting our association, just for recording
what you probably are doing anyway– spending time with your Fell Pony! There are links to the forms on our
FPSNA Members Yahoo Group, or just contact me directly. It’s not too late to sign up and start tallying points
for anything from in-hand classes, to expos or parades! As our USA Fell Pony population grows older, this program will naturally become more competitive, so join early :).
I wish you and your ponies a wonderful summer!
Melissa Kreuzer
FPSNA Promotions Director promotions@fpsna.org

Do you want to use our booth materials and/or
represent the Fell Pony and FPSNA at an exhibition?
Please see FPSNA’s Exhibition Policy
in the Members Only section of www.fpsna.org,
or contact promotions@fpsna.org

Equine Affaire in Springfield,
Massachusetts, November 2007
FPSNA once again had a display booth in the
Breed Pavilion at Equine Affaire in Massachusetts. Our event coordinators were Shannon
Albert and Karen Sorensen of Stonecreek
Farm (Texas), who brought along Gemma and
Inglegarth Celebration (a.k.a. “Glory”) for

“Regal” (with Bruce Hausser) greets a young admirer in the
Breed Pavilion

Shannon Albert at the FPSNA Booth in the Breed Pavilion
Volume
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the event. Anita Castricone (New York) also
brought Stonecreek Lily; Bruce and Olga
Hausser (Massachusetts) brought Laurelhighland
Jake (a.k.a. “Regal”) and Susan Roy
(Massachusetts) brought Laurelhighland Prince.
Several of the ponies participated in a breed demonstration, including Glory shown western, Lily inhand, and Prince in dressage.
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Equine Affaire in Pomona, California
January 31-February 3, 2008
With all the cold weather across the
county, I am happy to report that it was 55 degrees in Southern California and only rained on
Sunday. For California, that is considered
chilly. The 4 day event, was full of many great
moments, and as always, the general public is
always so happy to see the Fell Ponies return. This year, we had 4 ponies attend. Two
from Arizona, and two from California. The ponies from Arizona were happy to leave their 30
degree snowy pastures to bathe in the sun in the
golden state.

Ronan Corlett and Jewel

The booth was set up with the help of
Elaine Dunson (owner of Stonecreek Magical
Celebration and Stonecreek Spencer); Joy
Bednorz, a friend of Joan Budner (owner
of Llancloudy Elisha), who was unable to attend; John Rutledge, Royal Crest Farm, Arizona
and myself, René Bender, Fell Legend Farm,
Northern California. We all worked hard and
had some additional help, manning the booth,
from Pam Walters, (owner of Stonecreek Timothy's Mir Image).
Linda Corlett and Jewel

The California ponies (San Juan Capistrano-The Monarch Butterfly Capitol of the
World) were right at home. It is always exciting
for me to see a new Fell pony owner, share their
ponies at these events. Linda Corlett, brought
her two yearling fillies Laurelhighland Crown
Jewel and Laurelhighland Lilibet, for the
breed demo on Friday. When she arrived, she
shared with us that this was their first trip off
the ranch and their first bath. Linda traveled
about an hour on Southern Cal's freeways to attend the morning event. Both Jewel & Lili acted
as though this was no big deal and performed
beautifully in front of the crowds. John handled
Royal Crest Flashes Apollo, a yearling stud
colt. The yearlings, all did a fine job and handled
the crowds with ease in the Friday morning
Demo. Elaine handled the gate and took the pictures.

René Bender
FPSNA Council Area 3 Representative
Fell Legend Farm
Lincoln, California

Elaine Dunson at the FPSNA Booth in the Breed Pavilion
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Mrs. Ailie Newall
and the

Dene Fell Pony Stud
By Jenifer Morrissey

This article continues FPSNA’s “Breeder Profile” series about long-time UK breeders of Fell Ponies.

Dene Mares at Todridge, 1987, all by Gibside Danny Boy

FPS President
Mrs. A.A.D. (Ailie) Newall of the Dene Fell Pony
Stud has just completed her term as president of
the Fell Pony Society in England. The President
is an ex-officio member of the Council. The position recognizes long service to the society. Mrs.
Newall’s presidential term completed over five
decades of service to the Fell Pony Society and
the breed. In nominating Mrs. Newall, Mrs Judy
Volume 7, Number 1

Hill said, “Mrs. Newall has been a great stalwart
of our ponies for most of her adult life…. Her
show and competition ponies were trained and
turned out to a very high standard – a credit to
her. She traveled the length and breadth of Britain flying the flag at shows.”1
Marrying into Fells
Mrs. Newall married into the breed in 1950. At
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the time, her husband Gerald had forty five ponies. Gerald had a few ponies as a boy, and when
he got back to the farm after serving in the Army
during World War II, he grew his herd. When
home remodeling forced Mr. and Mrs. Newall to
trim back their herd, they decided to focus their
breeding on just black ponies. Mr. Newall died
suddenly in 1954, leaving Mrs. Newall with a
young son and about to give birth to her daughter.
Dene Fell Pony Stud
The Dene Fell Pony Stud is located in Todridge in
Northumberland. The stud’s name comes from
Shepherd’s Dene, the original home of Mr. Newall’s family. Mrs. Newall currently has 20 ponies, as well as 17-18 Shetlands. Her original
goal was to breed Shetlands and then move up to
Highland Ponies. Her focus changed to breeding
proper Fell ponies that excel in competition. She
prefers solid black with no white markings. “Hill
breeders say markings are nice to be able to iden-

tify a pony. I think white markings spoil the
pony.”2
A few miles away from Mrs. Newall is the Linnel
Fell Pony Stud. Mrs. Newall initially used Linnel stallions for breeding, including Linnel Radiant and Linnel Rapier. “Linnel Rapier was a
beautiful pony. He went to Pakistan. It was unfortunate to lose him.”
After using the Linnel stallions, Mrs. Newall
went to Cumberland and found Roundthwaite
Lucky Jim in 1953. “He suited every mare and
was the perfect gentleman. In Cumberland he
ran with cattle and sheep, but he had such a
wonderful temperament; we were on his back in
just a week.” She prizes good temperament and
chose her stallions accordingly. “It’s very important that stallions have a good temperament;
most Fells do; it’s an outstanding attribute of the
breed.”
Mrs. Newall drove Lucky Jim, but
her preference was ridden ponies;
“they were easier to sell.” She had
girl grooms to work with; they
would stay for about six years, until
they married. She and the groom
would take an older pony and a
younger one to a show, and it
worked well.
The Dene Mare Lines

Roundthwaite Lucky Jim at the Ponies of Britain Stallion Show
at Ascot 26th May 1972.
Champion Fell Pony and third overall, at the age of 21 years!
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Mrs. Newall’s most prized ponies
are her mares that go back to the
old Linnel lines, to ponies bred by
Roy Blackett Charlton, Vice President of the Fell Pony Society in
1936. Dene Black Beauty was
foaled in 1947, by Linnel Gipsy
Lad out of Dene Blackbird.
Black Beauty was a champion at
the National Pony Society Show in
1952. Black Beauty’s daughter
Dene Beauty Belle became Mary
Longsdon’s foundation mare for her
Bewcastle Stud.
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Dene Rebel is currently at stud at Todridge.
He is by Waverhead Prince II out of Dene Renown.

Dene Dauntless, out of Dene Darkie and by
Linnel Rapier, was foaled in 1954 and was a
winner of many prizes, including at the Royal
and the Royal Highland. She produced nine filly
foals and four colt foals. Mrs. Newall still has
this line, through Dauntless’s granddaughters
Dene Dilettantie and Dene Rejoice. Dene
Renown, a Dauntless daughter, won all over the
country.
“The family of Roundthwaite Lucky Jim and the
“Fire” mares proved to be outstanding winners in
the show ring.... Dene Fire Flare won the
championship at the National Pony Society Show
in August 1968, where I was presented to H.R.H.
Princess Margaret by Captain Stavely. Dene
Fire Fame won the overall Mountain and Moorland Championship at the Royal Windsor Show,
where the young Sovereign Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II presented a new cup to the champion
Mountain and Moorland of all breeds which Dene
Fire Fame won.”3
More recently, Dene Palmy with Simon Grant
Volume 7, Number 1

up has been doing credit to Mrs. Newall’s breeding. The team was the winner of both Dressage
and Junior divisions of the Fell Pony Points
Scheme in 2007 and second overall.
Threats to the Breed
As the market changes, people are breeding ponies that the market wants. Now the ponies
must be very mobile for competition and jumping.
They used to be used just for riding or driving
and working on the hill farms. Mrs. Newall
would hitch ponies to a tedder or harrow as part
of their training.
Ponies are now up to height (14hh) where they
used to be 13.1hh or 13.2hh. “We’re losing the
compact pony with little ears, a tough pony. Now
they are leggier, with horse heads. It’s a different market now. There are a lot of people wanting to get back to the proper pony, though.”
There’s also more emphasis on feather with some
breeders. Feather used to be cast in the summer
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and it didn’t come round the front
of the coronet band. “I call them
feather dusters, when the feather
comes round the front.”
Rough land, like the ponies’ natural ground in Cumbria, is important to keep the ponies tough. “In
some ways it’s a struggle as a
breeder, being outside Cumbria.”
Her ponies winter out, with only
the foals coming in at night.
Best Wishes
Mrs. Newall was very pleased to
be asked by the Fell Pony Society
of North America to share her
knowledge and experience and
wishes all the best to our members.

Mrs. Newall riding Dene Dauntless, overall Champion at the Ponies of Britain Show
held at Ascot Racecourse in the early 50s. Photo courtesy Fell Pony Society.

JM
1Election

of President 2006,” The Fell Pony Society Newsletter, Volume 13, p. 9
quotes from Mrs. Newall are from an interview by Jenifer Morrissey on April 14, 2008.
3 Letter from Mrs. Newall to Jenifer Morrissey dated 27th June 2008
2All

Dene Fell Ponies in America
Although not the first, 3 yo Dene Darius is currently the only “Dene” Fell Pony on this side of the
“pond”. He is owned by Alison Emslie-Smith at Garrighyll Fell Pony Stud in Minnesota. Darius’ first
foal crop arrived in 2008. (Photos courtesy of Alison Emslie-Smith).

Dene Darius’ latest progeny at Garrighyll Fell Pony Stud
Page 10

Dene Darius
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Ask A Vet
“My Fell pony keeps rubbing off his mane and tail, and
seems really uncomfortable trying to scratch himself all the
time. Someone told me he could have ‘Sweet Itch’. What is
that and what can be done to treat it?”
Sweet Itch, or Summer Seasonal Recurrent Dermatitis
(SSRD), is a problem that affects thousands of horses, ponies
and donkeys in many countries of the world to a greater or
lesser degree. Virtually all breeds and types of ponies and
breeds can be affected, from tiny Shetland ponies to heavyweight draught horses, although the condition is rare in English
Thoroughbreds. In South Australia reports say that as many as
60% of horses and ponies are affected. About 5% of the UK
horse population are thought to suffer. Although known by different names (e.g. Sommer Ekzem in Germany, Kasen in Japan, Queensland Itch in Australia), the symptoms are the
same. It can also occur in North America.
Symptoms include severe pruritus [itching], hair loss, skin thickening and flaky dandruff. Exudative dermatitis [weeping
sores,
sometimes with a yellow crust of dried serum] may occur. Without attention sores can suffer secondary infection.
The top of the tail and the mane are most commonly affected.
The neck, withers, hips, ears and forehead, and in more severe
cases, the mid-line of the belly, the saddle area, the sides of
the head, the sheath or udder and the legs may also suffer.
The animal may swish its tail vigorously, roll frequently and
attempt to scratch on anything within reach. It may pace endlessly and seek excessive mutual grooming from field companions. When kept behind electric fencing with nothing on which
to rub, sufferers may scratch out their mane with their hind feet
and bite vigorously at their own tail, flanks and heels. They may
drag themselves along the ground to scratch their belly or sit
like a dog and propel themselves round to scratch the top of
their tail on the ground.
There can be a marked change in temperament - lethargy with
frequent yawning and general lack of 'sparkle' may occur, or
the horse may become agitated, impatient and, when ridden,
lack concentration. When flying insects are around he may
become agitated, with repeated head shaking.
Diagnosis is not usually difficult - the symptoms and its seasonal nature (spring, summer and autumn) are strong indicators. However symptoms can persist well into the winter
months, with severely affected cases barely having cleared up
before the onslaught starts again the following spring.
Horses that go on to develop Sweet Itch usually show signs of
the disease between the ages of one and five and it is common
for the symptoms to appear first in the autumn.
There is anecdotal evidence that stress (e.g moving to a new
home, sickness, or severe injury) can be a factor when mature
animals develop Sweet Itch.
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Hereditary predisposition may be a factor in Sweet Itch and
work to identify the gene(s) responsible is at an early stage.
However environmental factors play a major part - where the
horse is born and where it lives as an adult are at least as significant as the bloodlines of its sire and dam.
Sweet Itch is not contagious, although if conditions are particularly favourable to a high Culicoides midge population, more
than one horse in the field may show symptoms.
In the UK Sweet Itch is classed by Vets as a reportable condition, which must be disclosed by an owner to a prospective
purchaser before the sale. For the purpose of a vetting the allergy may be In the UK Sweet Itch is classed by Vets as a reportable condition, which must be disclosed by an owner to a
prospective purchaser before the sale. For the purpose of a
vetting the allergy may be regarded as seriously as an unsoundness.
Sweet Itch is an allergic reaction and therefore an immune system problem. Unfortunately these are notoriously complicated
and difficult to deal with.
The disease is a delayed hypersensitivity to insect bites and
results from an over-vigorous response by the animal's immune
system. In the process of repelling invading insect saliva (which
actually contains harmless protein) the horse attacks some of
its own skin cells 'by mistake' and the resulting cell damage
causes the symptoms described as Sweet Itch.
In the UK several species (of the 1,000 or so that exist) of the
Culicoides midge and, to a lesser extent, the larger, humpbacked Simulium Equinum, a member of the blackfly family,
are responsible. Each has a preferred feeding site; Culicoides
tend to be body
feeders and the
Simulium earfeeders.
Summers that are alternately sunny
and rainy cause an increase . . .in the
Culicoides adults
numbers of midges. . .
mainly rest among
Under these conditions most horses
herbage and are
will show symptoms of Sweet Itch to
most active in twisome degree.
light, calm conditions. Breeding
sites are commonly
in wet soil or moist,
decaying vegetation. They are tiny, with a wing length less than
2 mm and able to fly only a short distance (100 metres or so).
Culicoides are on the wing and breeding from as early as late
March until the end of October, depending on geographical
location. There is only a short breeding season each year in
the north of Scotland, while in the south of England larvae will
hatch throughout the spring, summer and autumn, depending
on weather conditions. Seasonal variations in the weather can
have an impact - recent winters have been milder and damper
allowing breeding to start earlier. Summers that are alternately
sunny and rainy cause an increase in midge breeding habitats
and therefore an increase in the numbers of midges that are
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around to bite. Under these conditions most horses will show
symptoms of Sweet Itch to some degree. Culicoides numbers are the critical factor.

include Medicinal Liquid Paraffin, and 'Avon
Skin-so-Soft' bath oil (diluted with water).

•

Greases (usually based on mineral oils) stay on
the coat longer, but they are messy and therefore
not ideal if the horse is to be ridden. They can be
effective if only a small area of the horse is to be
covered. However it is impractical and often expensive to cover larger areas. Some preparations contain substances (e.g. eucalyptus oil,
citronella oil, tea tree oil, mineral oil or
chemical repellents) that can cause an allergic skin reaction. Always patch test first on
the neck or flank of the horse - apply to an
area about 3 cm across and look for any sign
of swelling or heat over a 24 hour period
before using more extensively.

•

Use a Boett® veterinary blanket. This is by far
the most effective Sweet Itch protection to date
and avoids the need need to use insecticides, oils
or greases.

Culicids larvae are able to survive severe frosts but they do
not survive prolonged drought conditions.
Research into how Culicoides locate their prey indicates that
they primarily do so by sight
At present there is no cure for Sweet Itch. Once an animal
develops the allergy it generally faces a 'life-sentence' and
every spring, summer and autumn are a distressing period
for horse and owner alike. The animal's comfort and well
being are down to its owner's management.
Treatment involves two basic approaches:
MINIMISE MIDGE ATTACK

•

•
•

•

•

•

Avoid marshy, boggy fields. If possible move the
horse to a more exposed, windy site, e.g. a bare
hillside or a coastal site with strong onshore
breezes. Chalk-based grassland will have fewer
midges than heavy clay pasture.

ALLOW MIDGE ATTACK, BUT TRY TO MINIMIZE THE RESULTANT ALLERGIC REACTION
BY:

•

Ensure pasture is well drained and away from
rotting vegetation (e.g. muck heaps, old hayfeeding areas, rotting leaves).
Stable at dusk and dawn, when midge feeding is
at its peak, and close stable doors and windows
(midges can enter stables). The installation of a
large ceiling-mounted fan can help to create less
favourable conditions for the midge. For slight
to moderate cases of Sweet Itch this can
help. However a seriously itchy, stabled
horse has hours of boredom during which to
think up new ways of relieving his itch manes and tails can be demolished in a few
hours of scratching against a stable wall. If
stabling can be avoided it is best to do so.
Use an insect repellent. Some are effective
against flies but their effectiveness against Culicoides is unproven.DEET (the acronym for N,NDiethyl-m-toluamide), has a track record stretching back over 40 years and has proven to be
highly effective.
Use an insecticide. Some owners achieve good
results with insecticides whilst others find they
have shown little benefit in controlling Sweet
Itch. Benzyl benzoate was originally used to treat
itch-mites (scabies) in humans and has been used
for many years to combat Sweet Itch. Other insecticides, including permethrin and related compounds, tend to be longer lasting but should also
be used with care.
Coat the susceptible areas of the horse with an oil
. Midges dislike contact with a film of oil and they
will tend to avoid it. Commonly used preparations
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•
•

Depressing the immune system with corticosteroids (e.g. by injection of 'Depo-Medrone' or
'Kenalog', or in tablet form as 'Prednisolone') may
bring temporary relief but there can be side effects, including laminitis, in some animals. With
time, corticosteroids may become less effective,
requiring ever larger and more frequent doses.
The use of anti-histamines may bring some relief
but high dose rates are required and they can
make the horse drowsy.
Applying soothing lotions to the irritated areas.
Soothing creams such as Calamine Cream or
'Sudocrem' can bring relief and reduce inflammation, but they will not deter further midge attack.
Steroid creams can reduce inflammation.

It is often difficult to assess the effectiveness of a particular treatment. The incidence and severity of Sweet
Itch is so highly dependent on midge numbers, apparent success may simply reflect a temporary fall in
numbers due to a change in the weather, for symptoms
only to return again later when weather conditions
are more midge-favourable.
Information provided courtesy of the National SweetItch Helpline/Dr. E. Greaves and Dr. Jennifer Greaves,
MD http://www.sweet-itch.co.uk

Do you have a Fell-related (and nonurgent!) question for a veterinarian?
Send to newsletter@fpsna.org and we
will try to get an answer for you!
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New Arrivals!

Kimberlake Lucky Penny

Moonlit Isabelle

Moonlit James Bond

s. Stonecreek Magic Minstrel

s. Stennerskeugh Danny Boy

s. Geordans Prince Baloo

d. Lunesdale Silver Belle

d. Newfarm Minneola

d. Meres Juliette

Willowtrail Jonty
s. Guards Apollo
d. Turkey Trot Sand Lily

Stonecreek Ashley

Stonecreek India

Stonecreek Brett

Stonecreek Jackson

s. Ralfland Ranger

s. Ralfland Ranger

s. Ralfland Ranger

s. Goytvalley Magic Minstrel

d. Hillhead Evelyn

d. Llancloudy Stor

d. Llancloudy Marti

d. Gemma

Another bumper
crop of babies!

Stonecreek Lee
s. Ralfland Ranger
d. Brocklebeck Briony
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Kimberlake Daisy
May

Willowtrail Black Robin

s. Stonecreek Magic
Minstrel

s: Guards Apollo

James (prefix TBA!)

d. Restar Mountain

d. Drybarrows May

s. Lunesdale Mercury

Shelley III

d. Lune Valley Lauren

2000 filly,
Mustahevonen
Deco,
is the original
“stork foal”

(Continued on Next Page)
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More New Arrivals!

Laurelhighland Princess
s. Brackenbank Romany’s
Prince
d. Sleddale Wild Rose V

Laurelhighland
Brilliant

s. Waverhead Model
IV

Laurelhighland Baron

Laurelhighland Violet

s. Waverhead Robbie

s. Brackenbank Romany’s
Prince

d. Lownthwaite Monarch

d. Lunesdale Rock Rose

Laurelhighland Crystal
s. Laurelhighland Rambler
d. Laurelhighland Sapphire

d. Castlehill Dainty

Laurelhighland
Blossom O’ The Hill

Laurelhighland Black
Pearl

s. Waverhead Robbie

s. Waverhead Model IV

d. Guards Blossom

d. Inglegarth Radiant

Laurelhighland Hadley

Laurelhighland Prince
Charming

s. Waverhead Model IV

s. Brackenbank Romany’s Prince

d. Raisburn Lettie II

d. Ludworth Lady Grey

I’ve been working
overtime, with
more deliveries in
the next issue!

Laurelhighland Benjamin

Laurelhighland Clementine

s. Waverhead Model IV

s. Brackenbank Romany’s Prince

d. Lune Valley Dolly

d. Lownthwaite Orange Blossom

Laurelhighland Tristan
s. Waverhead Robbie
d. Hades Hill Freya
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(Continued on Page 39)
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In the Life of a Hill Farmer:
Thomas Capstick
and the
Murthwaite Fell Pony Stud
An Interview

By Kim Cote

“The measure of a person’s judgment is in the quality of the pony
that he keeps and that he breeds.” (Thomas B. Capstick)

A Bit Of History About The Land
The Murthwaite Fell Ponies are bred and reared in
the traditional way. They roam as a semi-wild herd
throughout the year on the vast expanse of the Howgill Fells, which range across the old borders of Westmoreland. The Howgill Fells include Ravenstonedale
Common (approx. 3,800 hectares) Langdale and Tebay
Fell (approx. 3,800 hectares) and Brant Fell (approx.
3,800 hectares).
Volume 7, Number 1

Cumbria has the greatest area of common land in
England. The Lord Of The Manor has the mineral
rights, and the farmers have the grazing rights. Most
of the farmers who have land that joins the fell have
the right to graze the Common.
Once upon a time the rights to graze were unlimited,
but in 1965 the government made the farmers register
Page 15

About The Ponies
The highly successful Murthwaite Fell Ponies have
been bred for over 40 years.
Staying out on the harsh fell year round has helped to
give these ponies their hardiness, toughness, soundness, surefootedness and alertness. Their willing,
steady character, honed by careful selection, has
helped to make them what they are today.
Fell Ponies never roam as a large herd. They generally
split themselves up into small groups of five and six,
and at times larger groups of eleven and twelve can be
found.
An example of how groups are formed is, weanlings
kept together over the winter become bonded and,
when they are turned out in the spring, they tend to
stick together and raise themselves within their own
group. Likewise, mares will gather together in small
groups.
A farmer can predict where the “little herds” will be
because they tend to go back where they like to be,
rather than where the farmer put them. Fell Ponies
choose who their groups will be and where they want
to go.

their rights on the Common. From that time on, farmers have been limited to whatever rights that they
registered at that date. Some people registered good
numbers, and others cut themselves a bit short, as
they didn’t believe it was necessary to register.
Farmers were required to register their rights in
1965, and if they did not do so, they may not alter
their rights to the fell land now. Thomas Capstick registered his rights to the fell land for horses, sheep and
cattle.
The Murthwaite Farm is located in Ravenstonedale
Parish, Cumbria. The farm is home to his Fell Ponies,
Swaledale Sheep, Rough Fell Sheep and crosses of
these sheep that still roam the fell, as did their ancestors.

A commoner’s restriction rule: stallions are not allowed to be put out with the groups. If they were, the
stallions would herd them together into large groups.
There was a time when the stallion ran wild with the
mares and foals, but a restriction came into place that
disallowed that tradition. Nowadays, stallions stay in
pastures, contained to the farm.
In the spring, farmers round up the groups of mares,
bring them home and pasture them with the chosen
stallion. In this way, farmers are able to control
which mares breed to which stallion. The mares will
stay in the pasture with the stallion for about six
weeks and then the farmers’ turn the mares back out
to the fell.
Thomas’s mares are not put to the stallion until the
age of four because they have such a hard life on the
fell that they aren’t sufficiently mature until then to
be able to carry the added burden of a foal.
Foals are generally born in the spring and they stay
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with their dams until November or December. At
weaning time the farmers round up pairs of foals and
dams, and separate them for weaning. Free from
their foals, the mares are turned back out to the fell.
The foals are brought into an indoor stable for winter
and are put into large loose boxes, containing about
four or five foals. They are turned out to exercise in
the field daily, but are not turned out to the fell until
the spring. In early spring, the farmer will open the
fell gate and let the foals run. The foals will band together, forming a new group, and will thereafter fend
for themselves.

eaten. There are no trees on the fell, no windbreak
other than a low stonewall. Valley bottoms may offer
shelter somewhat.
Fell Ponies turned out to the fell naturally graze the
grass and in winter may receive hay but they receive
no grain and they find their own water source. There
are thousands of little springs and gutters of water all
over the fell.

During the winter months, Thomas will throw hay out
on the fell bottom, for the ponies that come home. If
the ponies don’t come home, they are on their own –
they make their own choice.
“You tend to find that those ponies that don’t come
home winter do equally as well as those ponies that
do. You can’t tell the difference, which ones were out
or in, by their condition in the spring” says Thomas.
“If all the ponies stayed away, they would do just as
well”
Herd Management
Stallions are kept in enclosed pastures.
Colt foals are usually sold in their weanling year.
Thomas says that he does not handle the foals in the
loose boxes during their weaning unless he has to.
“I tend to find if you handle foals they are much more
panicky and stressed than if you leave them for one
year or two”.
“ When they are first weaned, the foals are wild and
nervous. If you’re handling them or quieting them in
a subtle manner, such as just wandering about
through them, they get used to you. Then when they
are turned out, you find you can wander around them
outside. They are not frightened of you.”
“There is something romantic about an untouched
pony that can go out on the fell and fend for itself”.
Ponies have the right to roam, and they can roam all
over the fell, as they want. The fells are hilly with low
grass reaching a maximum of nine inches long if not
Volume 7, Number 1

Murthwaite youngstock on the fell in March

Once a year, the ponies are brought into an enclosed
area and if the farmer can get close enough, a dewormer, known locally as “pour on”, is poured down
the backs of the ponies with the use of a medicine gun.
Semi-wild ponies receive no farrier care. “The fell is
nice and hard and steep, so the ponies have to use
their feet and it generally keeps them very good of
their feet”, adds Thomas.
Pony Selection
The hill farmers take a lot of pride in Mountain &
Moorland Shows.
I asked Thomas how he chooses a pony to take to the
show. Thomas replied that he looks the ponies over
carefully. “Some years certain ponies would look better than others”, he says.
“I never take to the show anything short of feather; I
only take what I think I can to do well with, because I
don’t like to lose”, Thomas shares with a laugh.
In His Own Words
“What do you look for in a Fell Pony?” I asked ThoPage 17

nice and broad from side view - but front or back view,
must be narrow but flat (not round).”
“I look for lots of nice silky feather.” He adds.
Thomas always tries to support the Society shows:
Stallion Shows, and the summer Breed Show. He
takes ponies that are not always perhaps fit enough or
fleshy enough.
A judge of a class once claimed that Thomas Capstick’s ponies had fantastic bottoms (feet and legs) in
them but lack some top (body).
Thomas tells me he took the judge’s words as a compliment. “Because you can feed up the top, but not
affect the bottom - that has to be bred into them and
too much feed can ruin the bottom.”
“The bottom has to be bred and can not be achieved
overnight. That takes generations of quality and selective breeding”.
Thomas hasn’t gotten to where he is today by selling
his best ponies. “Because if you sell the best, you only
have the worst to breed from,” he says, adding, “When
you get to a certain consistent standard, then you can
sell some of your best ponies, for you hope that most of
your ponies are of a high standard”.
Thomas quotes, “If a person has a good eye for a pony
and knows what qualities to look for, they therefore
have a better chance of breeding quality than someone
who doesn’t”.
mas.
About the Stallions
“Lots of feather”, he replies.
“First and foremost – legs: No legs, no pony. If there
are no good legs, I wouldn’t be interested.”
“I look for good feet, nice hocks, flat bone, good knees
and the pony must stand on those legs properly”.

“I have always used stallions that are proven good getters because if you start using stallions that are not
good getters, you can soon lose quality. Always breed
for quality, never think of a stallion ‘that will do’, or
‘maybe it will breed something good’. But maybe is
not good enough, is it? You want to be as certain as
you possibly can.”

“What is flat bone?” I questioned for clarity.
Thomas responds, “flat bone: hocks down to the fetlock
has to be flat, when you look at the pony square on,
has to be nice and broad - but from behind, hock down
to the fetlock joint wants to be nice and flat (not round
boned), and similar in the front legs. Bone must be
Page 18

“Yes, you want good conformation, but you also want
good breeding - for generations back.”
How do you know a stallion is going to get well? “You
don’t know until you have tried it, but there are two
things you must take into consideration:
The Fell Pony Express (FPSNA) - Spring/Summer 2008

A Bit Of Pony History
The Fell Ponies had been so reduced in numbers in
previous years that the Fell Pony Society decided that
if a pony looked sufficiently like a Fell Pony, they
would register it, with “IS” behind its name to indicate
Inspected.

Murthwaite Windrush

1. Good conformation, good legs under him.
2. His breeding, especially his mother, grandmothers
and great grandmothers. All generations must be top
quality.”
“It is the same on the sire side; going generations
back, there must be quality; so then you are lessening
the risk of it not being a good getter as much as you
possibly can. Take care of what is behind in the sire
and dam’s lineage; it can throw back several generations behind, so if there was one not good enough, it
can come back through a foal.”
How It All Began
Thomas always had an interest in ponies, since he
was a little boy. There were not many magazines
available, but from time to time he would see pictures
in a magazine.
Life was hard for the hill farmers. The land was not
as good as the land down in the valley.
There came a day when Thomas’s parents gave him a
choice: a longed for pony or a bicycle. Thomas chose a
pony.
Mr. Ted Benson, a neighbor, went to a sale to buy a
pony for Thomas. He brought back a pony, an unregistered pony, which Thomas would later have registered through inspection.
So there was Thomas, a proud boy of maybe 12 or 13,
with his first pony.
Volume 7, Number 1

Out of an inspected pony then, you have to start grading up. You breed a section A, and out of a section A
you breed a section B, and then out of that you get it
pure enough to be recognized as pure, but, you are not
allowed to keep a stallion out of the section B.
Thus began Thomas Capstick’s humble start as a
breeder of the Fell Pony.
Soon after Thomas’s first pony acquisition, he began
to buy fully registered ponies. Thomas did not increase the size of his herd much until 1990. Prior to
this date, he was in partnership with his parents raising sheep and cattle, and keeping only a small number
of Fell Ponies.
Upon the retirement of his parents, Thomas decided
he wanted to keep more ponies. Murthwaite was the
name of the family farm on which Thomas was
brought up, and it is his farm now.
Ponies Then & The Ponies Now
Thomas says that the ponies haven’t changed much in
the past forty years, but The Fell Pony has improved
generally overall, with higher quality and more ponies
available.
Thomas acknowledges that the Ponies are now removed from the rare breeds survival and endangered
list, although they are still not as plentiful as some
native British breeds.
Nuts & Bolts
Some of the oldest homesteads in Cumbria are dating
back to between 1600 and 1700. Thomas’s own sister
lives in a house that the oldest part has a plaque inscribed 1624. New homes or renovations are to be constructed in the traditional way, according to strict
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primitive and not as productive as land on the valley
bottom or at sea level, and the hill farmers are at a
disadvantage. Hill farmers now receive the Single
Farm Payment, paid on the amount of land they have
and not on how many cattle and sheep they have.
“You tend to find that if farmers are not getting paid
on the stock basis, they are not keeping as many,”
says Thomas. Sounding heavy hearted, Thomas adds,
“Young people struggle to afford homes in rural areas
anymore. Non-local people, who have the ability to pay
more, now often inhabit our villages. The young folk
that have the farming tradition in their veins, are
driven away, and those that have money to buy - to
out-price youngsters - come and take over. Certain
parts have lost a lot of their old families that used to
live there. It is a bit sad.”

A Room With A View

planning laws.
What Happens Now?
The government wants hill farmers to keep less sheep
on the fell, to attempt to keep it from being overgrazed. There was a time when the government paid
hill farmers an allowance, as the land on the fell is

“What does this all mean for the future of the Fell Ponies”? I quietly ask Thomas.
“The Fell Ponies have plenty of enthusiastic members
and breeders, but not necessarily those that can keep
them in large numbers on the fell as they always have

Kim Cote, Thomas Capstick and 3 year-old Murthwaite Sheila Mary at Murthwaite
(Photo © MJ Gould-Earley 2008)
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done. The interest just isn’t there in the hill farmers,”
says a low voiced Thomas.
“Do you worry about the future of Fell Ponies, Thomas?” I ask.
“I am concerned that there are fewer and fewer of the
hill breeders keeping them as I do. It is the way to
breed them, with their hardiness, it is the way to
breed them financially, and it is the way to breed
them, on the romantic side.” There is a pause. Thomas continues, “If those that have the ability to breed
them onto the fell, choose not to, you cannot force
them. There are so many Fell Pony breeders that have
already disappeared; The Heltondale Stud, in my
opinion, one of the best and longest stud that has ever
existed have almost gone. The breeders are getting
older, and the young people are not there to carry on.”
“What happens after our day is whatever, we cannot
say. We do not know.”
“What is your future with the Fell Ponies, Thomas?”
I ask him.

“I will do my best, as long as I possibly can, to maintain the Fell Pony as I am doing now, keeping and
breeding them in the traditional way”.
Thomas will continue to do right by the Fell Pony. He
will endeavor to breed the finest ponies that he can,
he will sell his young colts, and sell some of his fillies
and he will hang onto some of the best of his quality,
as they are the foundation stock for the future of
Murthwaite Stud and for the future of Fell Ponies as a
whole.
Thank you, Thomas my friend, for all that you
have given me, for your teaching, for your knowledge, and for your friendship.
Kim Renee Cote.
KC
All photos in this article courtesy of
Thomas Capstick unless otherwise specified.
Thomas Capstick, can be reached at:
Thomas B. Capstick
Fell End, Ravenstonedale
Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria CA17 4LP
Tel. (0044) 01931-71465

Willowtrail Farm News: Freestyle Hoof Trimming
I know I’m not alone in having had a tough winter. Bless
these tough ponies! Usually I do most of my training in
the winter, but this year it was all I could do to keep hay in
front of the ponies, paths shoveled out, and the house
warm!
The one bit of training I did accomplish was out of necessity. Willowtrail Wild Rose needed her hooves trimmed
twice in her first six months of life. I’ve never seen a foal’s
hooves grow like this. Her half brother didn’t need his first
trim until he was a year old!
When I trim, I tend to work solo, so the ponies are tied
rather than having someone hold a lead rope. Usually
when I trim a pony for the first time in their life, they have
learned to stand tied. I try not to do the standing-tied lesson too early in life because I don’t want to injure a foal’s
fragile neck. Trimming Rose’s hooves initially seemed a
quandary, then, because she hadn’t learned to stand tied.

Willowtrail Wild Rose getting her hooves trimmed while
standing free

Fortunately, Rose and I have developed a close relationship. The solution to the quandary was to trim her standing free. Rose has learned that working with her feet involves lots of scratching in her favorite places, so she was
willing to stand still when it came to trimming time. Nonetheless, it was thrilling to have her work so well with
me at so young an age.
Jenifer Morrissey, Colorado
Volume 7, Number 1
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Dancing thru Midwest Horse Fair 2008
Dream Hayven only weeks before, Hiske v.h.
Westerkwartier. All the Fells in attendance this
year were black!
The weather this year was predicted to be
rainy, but fortunately only one day was affected by
bad weather. Unfortunately it turned the practice
ring into a swamp for the duration of the show, giving little opportunity for our Fells to do much more
than walk outside the show arenas.

Lisa Lindholm (left) and Melissa Kreuzer
(right) manning the FPSNA booth

We had 2 official opportunities to show ponies
to the crowd, on Friday and Saturday for the Fell
Pony breed demos. They all did an excellent job, as

Midwest-region members hosted an FPSNAsanctioned event this April 18-19-20 at the Midwest
Horse Fair (MHF) in Madison, WI. Billed as the nation’s largest 3-day equine expo, MHF experiences
crowds over 50,000 strong with over 700 horses in
attendance.
This year our association was represented by
four ponies brought by two members: Lisa Lindholm
(FPSNA General Secretary) from Minnesota drove
over 7 hours with Laurelhighland Victor, a 4-year
old black gelding shown under saddle; and Laurelhighland Frivolity, an up and coming 3-year old
filly shown in-hand. I was the Event Coordinator
and brought Florence, aka Dickens, our 7-year old
riding gelding, and a 5-year old mare purchased by
our farm
Lisa Lindholm with Laurelhighland Frivolity (left) and
Laurelhighland Victor, before Saturday’s demo.

Ina Weritz, a German exchange student staying at
Dream Hayven Farm, showed Dickens on Saturday’s demo.

the two mares were completely new to expos and
LH Victor is just starting his riding career. The
MHF theme this year of “Dancing with the Horses”
was given a Celtic Isles emphasis with music chosen by Lisa, perfectly linking Fell history with our
music.
It was a great way to spend time with our
ponies and each other, promoting our favorite
breed. Next time join us if you can!

Melissa Kreuzer
Dream Hayven Farm Kewaskum, WI
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Over the Rainbow Bridge

Lownthwaite Evelyn
1988-2008

gave birth to a lovely filly, aptly named “Laurelhighland Evelyn”. They both did well, but a few weeks later old Evelyn
showed signs of a wound infection. This turned out to be from
the dreaded MRSA —, a notoriously deadly and difficult to
treat, hospital-acquired infection, seen in both humans and
animals. Nonetheless, Evelyn responded to treatment—at least
initially, but later it recurred and biopsy confirmed the MRSA
caused a rare, chronic/recurrent condition known as
“botryomycosis”. She appeared well otherwise so each time it
recurred she was treated again. Over a year after it started,
however, the infection recurred again—this time worse than
ever and Evelyn, despite eating well all the time, began to lose
weight. We suspected an underlying cancer, but there was
nothing more we could do other than to try treatment with IV
antibiotics once more. I believed as long as Evelyn showed determination to live, we would help her as best we could. This
was an especially tough time for me, as I was receiving my own
IV treatments in the form of immunosuppression for an autoimmune disease, and I knew if I caught what she had it would
surely do me in! Nonetheless, we fought together— somehow
willing each other on. Evelyn was always tough as nails no
matter what, and her strength was an inspiration.
She seemed better but then just a few weeks after she
finished the antibiotics, on that cold January day, I saw her
lying down in the run-in shed. I knew something was terribly
wrong — Evelyn would NEVER lay down—not unless she was
foaling — because she was far too proud. Sure enough I could
see the infection had come back, and I could also see she was
telling me she had had enough. I made her as comfortable as I
could in the barn until my husband put her to sleep to end her
suffering. She was buried in our backyard—at the highest
point of the mountain, where she now rests in peace.

(Above) Evelyn competing in her younger days in Florida with
Mary Nygaard; (Below) Evelyn in winter, 2002, at our farm
It was a sad and bitter cold day in January 2008 that
we had to say goodbye to our dear old Lownthwaite Evelyn
after a prolonged illness. It started when Evelyn had the misfortune of being 10 months pregnant during a record heat wave
in summer 2006, when temperatures soared more than 20 degrees above normal. The combination of dehydration and a
large, gravid uterus had caused her to colic from an impaction.
It was doubly unfortunate as my husband (the vet) was away
so I had to bring her to Cornell. The vets there admired her
stoicism, and she sailed through the surgery. A week later she
Volume
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In the 9 years we owned her, Evelyn taught me about
what a true Fell pony is—she epitomized the Breed Standard.
She had a heart of gold, and a constitution of iron. She was
reared on the fells at Lownthwaite, and never lost her true Fell
spirit. She was the alpha of the herd, and with just the flick of
an ear could send the rest of the ponies into a tizzy. And yet
she was kind and patient enough for me to learn to drive a cart.
She was the first Fell in North America to be shown successfully in CDE, and was also a great broodmare—faithfully bestowing her true pony-like attributes on every offspring. Her 4year-old daughter, Laurelhighland Lyric, remains with us,
and we hope she will carry on her mother’s great legacy. . .
Goodbye, Evelyn — we sure miss you!
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
Laurel Highland Farm, Cogan Station, Pennsylvania
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Visiting Fell Pony Studs
In
Cumbria
By Megan Elisha Tong

Murthwaite Mares

I spent seven weeks with the Woolleys of Littletree Stud this past winter, as some of you know,
studying Fell ponies and the business of running a
fully-operating horse farm. Having recently made the
decision to begin breeding the ponies as well as training and driving, this time that I have passed steeped
in Fell pony culture has proven to be absolutely invaluable. Aside from the detailed education in conformation, movement, pony character, and all the ins and
outs of the fell-bred pony, I also was able to have an
absolute blast meeting all sorts of interesting people
who were involved with breeding Fell ponies.

joyed visiting the flock of babies, and having dams and
sires named as the furry black bodies flowed en masse
from one end of their living space to the other. The
highlight of the visit, however, was our side trip to
visit a lower land allotment where the older ponies or
ones who were having trouble up the fell were spending their winter.
Among this little band were legendary fell matriarch and Mercury's grand-dam Lunesdale White

I was incredibly privileged to be able to tour a
few studs during my visit. Unfortunately for me, most
of the herds were up the fell for the winter, but the
Morlands, Thomas Capstick, Di Slack, and the Saunders were all kind enough to let me come by and get a
tour of the ponies who were within visiting range. I
am so thankful to each of these people, and glad to
have met them and their ponies.
Lunesdale: Lunesdale was, naturally, one of
the studs that I was most eager to visit as my own
dear stallion (Lunesdale Mercury) comes from the
Lunesdale lines. We were welcomed most kindly by
Bert and Carole Morland, who were happy to show us
the ponies that were within viewing distance. I enLunesdale White Rose
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Rose and her renowned daughter, Lunesdale Rebecca. They were aged 28 and 17 respectively, if I
remember correctly, and oh they were marvelous! The
wind screamed across their winter pasture like a pack
of demons, racing on and on over the wide landscape,
hemmed in by the fells until everything was erased by
fog in the distance. In this wild panorama, I could not
take my eyes off White Rose, the fierce, tough little
white mare whose blood runs in my own stallion's
veins. She was gorgeous, and as self-possessed and
healthy at 28 as any pony I can name. I was immensely proud of her, and that a piece of her toughness and beauty was the legacy that I was continuing
in a foreign country all the way across the ocean.
It is always such a treat to see ponies in the
flesh that are related to my own, or to hear stories
about my ponies from people I have never met before.
There is a kind of uncanny discord in seeing the
grandmother of your stallion trotting strongly about in
the Cumbrian wind. It made me wonder if Mercury
was missing this, the wildness of the weather, the
wide and alluring countryside.
Raisbeck: I had heard great things about the
well-known mare Raisbeck Casino and was excited
to visit her and the breeder of Raisbeck ponies, Di
Slack (who also, incidentally, trained my own Lune
Valley Lauren “Laura” to ride, which sparked some
very interesting comparative anecdotes about her).
Aside from Casino, there were a few lovely youngsters
and broodmares to visit, one of which was a grey mare
who was half-sister to Orton Hall Danny, the sire of

Guards Jester

my first fell Midnightvalley Poppy. After meeting
the ponies in the barns, we made the particularly
beautiful trek up to the pasture where four stunning
mares were spending their winter. I was loath to have
to look at the ponies and their fabulously dramatic
landscape through the camera shutter, but I resigned
myself to it with the promise of a few good photos to
take home! Casino was actually the most difficult to
get a decent shot of, as she stuck right with the people
and wouldn't walk off alone to pose. There was a
great deal of joking around as we compared the
muddy, windblown pony in the pasture with us to the
sparkling-clean, show-conditioned Casino in her photos! On a non-Fell note, we finished the visit with an
absolutely fantastic meal and excellent conversation.
The Saunders': My last stud visit was to the
yet-un-prefixed farm owned by Paul and Carolyn
Saunders. Aside from being exceptionally nice and
interesting people, the Saunders are the new owners
of Guards Jester, whom I had always been dying to
see! Called Pookie for his irresistibly grab-able cheeks,
he was a treat to visit. Jester is a lovely stallion with
an immense measure of presence, especially for his
small size.

Lunesdale Tiger Lily at Raisbeck Stud
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I find it particularly evident in the case of
Guards Jester why so often the first impression of a
Fell pony is that of an imposing and large animal. It is
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they are:

Lunesdale Mares

not until you stand right next to one that you come to
realize that they are only between 13 and 14 hands
tall!
Besides Pookie, there was also a beautiful grey
filly by Murthwaite Windrush that I was particularly happy to see, even from a distance as she stood
on a hill in her pasture. The Saunders are looking forward to their first foals to come in the next few years,
as am I!
Murthwaite: I reserved Murthwaite Stud for
last because I raved so effusively in my journal about
the landscape of it that I knew it would be quite long
as a result. I couldn't bring myself to edit and crop the
words that I had so enthusiastically written! So here

Murthwaite Look at Me
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"Murthwaite Stud was the most otherworldly place I have ever experienced. Its sheer literary beauty left
me gasping for breath, for words,
for the ground under my feet. Driving up was like traveling through
the landscape of my daydreams,
and the road climbed higher and
higher until nowhere on earth could
be seen but the vast, staggeringly
beautiful fells. They lay in arresting, sensual folds all around, below,
and above us, existing in the sort of
overwhelming state of loveliness
which the English language lacks
the will or ability to describe. To
help the dramatic topography, the
weather was obligingly wild and volatile. A properly howling wind pinched at our ears and cheeks,
and clouds like shadows on water crowded overhead, a strong and impossible cerulean. Despite
them, the quiet sun still pushed gaps through which
to pour its narrow pillars of light."
And after that poetic silliness, we'll get back to
talking about the ponies! If the land existed in such an
"overwhelming state of loveliness," so too did the ponies. I was especially excited to see the well-known
Murthwaite Look at Me in the flesh, and also
Tommy's latest stud the excellent stallion
Murthwaite Windrush. I am struck over and over
by the phenomenon described by many fell owners
that while pictures look amazing, nothing at all can
prepare one for meeting a pony in person. Such is how
it was with Look at Me and Windrush: pictures just
don't do them justice.
I was expecting to not see many ponies at
Murthwaite, as I had heard that they would mostly be
up the fell. So I was doubly excited when, after visiting the stallions and babies, Tommy took us just a
short way up to the fell gate, where we were greeted
by a wide panorama of windblown mares unconcernedly browsing through the hay left for them. Perhaps
because they fit so seamlessly into the backdrop of
their world, I was staggered by their ethereal dignity.
Tommy Capstick is one of the breeders who loves
feather and hair, which is evident upon meeting any
of his ponies. With the wind whipping the extra hair
about with cinematic perfection, I could hardly imagine a more stirring sight. Though my camera ran out
of batteries just as we walked in among them, we
spent most of our time there with the mares, pointing
out different ones and discussing bloodlines, breeding,
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the merits and faults of this or that pony, and endless
other such fascinating topics. I am much obliged to
Tommy for taking the time to traipse all over his land
with us, chatting with Emma and I about--what else?-fell ponies.
Littletree: And of course I cannot neglect to
discuss Littletree itself! In memory, I never put Littletree in my bank of “visited studs” as within a few
days it seemed I had melted into life with the Woolleys and thought of their beautiful stud in terms of
“home” rather than “place to visit.” This is, of course,
due to the Woolleys outstanding kindness in letting
me into their lives for seven weeks. I can only hope
that they enjoyed having me half as much as I enjoyed
being there.

my favorite time of day. There is something indescribable about sunrise on a crisp morning in Cumbria,
with dew giving the already lovely hills a new clarity.
3. I know this isn’t so much related to ponies,
but the food! Jane Woolley is single-handedly responsible for the fact that I am no longer a vegetarian.
There is probably nothing that she could possibly cook
that I would not eat. Her food is that good.
Back in Vermont now, I am still fired by an
eagerness to keep fell ponies in my future. I feel
armed and ready, and am impossibly excited for this
summer to see our first foal and start taking Lunesdale Mercury out and about in the driving community. I see great things happening in the fell pony
world, and am so glad to be a part of it. As I get in
touch with more fell pony lovers, I am all the more
happy to have found this breed, and this group of people, at the time that I have.
MT
(All photos in this article courtesy of Megan Tong.)

Megan and “Trevor” riding up the “Hundred Acre”

Because Littletree was where I spent so much
time, I could probably write a novel about each pony,
everything I learned, everything we did…but I’ll spare
you all that! Instead, I will be a bit vaguer and merely
sketch out some of my most enjoyable moments.
1. Riding up to the field that the Woolleys
called Hundred Acre. Riding anywhere, really, but
this was by far the most exquisite ride--for the
view, for the fun the ponies had, for the feel of
galloping across the highest point of the Cumbrian landscape.
2. Bringing hay to the ponies in the morning. This was my first non-mucking-out task of
the day. I will never forget (as Nick pointed out
to me several times, laughing kindly from the
tractor while the wind tried to bodily carry me off)
the feel of the rocking goat-cart filled with hay
and how tired arms can be after hurling several
million (that’s an exaggeration, by the way) piles
of hay to cavorting ponies. Nevertheless, this was
Volume
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www.dressageponycup.com

Paxton Farm
Cincinnati, Ohio, USA
June 28th & 29th 2008
**Co-sponsored by FPSNA, Inc.**

Natural Health Products
Naturl health products for Fell Ponies (and
other critters, too!). Seven years of success
in the tough climate of the Colorado Rockies.
Visit:
www.willowtrailfarm.com/naturalhealth.htm
for testimonials and more information.
Jenifer Morrissey, distributor for Dynamite
Specialty Products. Peace of mind from a
program that makes sense. (970) 723-4316
workponies@frii.com
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Book Review: Managing Breeds for a Secure Future
By Jenifer Morrissey
The Fell Pony is considered a
rare breed in its home country
by the Rare Breeds Survival
Trust, as well as on this continent by Rare Breeds Canada
and the American Livestock
Breeds Conservancy (ALBC).
In 2007, ALBC published Managing Breeds for a Secure Future by D. Phillip Sponenberg
and Donald E. Bixby, long time
contributors to the work of
ALBC. The book defines what
a breed is and the role that
breeders and breed associations must play in maintaining
breeds, especially rare ones.
The book collects lots of very
useful information, though its
organization could be better.

‘The Fell Pony Society aims to keep pure the
old breed of pony that has roamed the northern hills for centuries.’4 These words all suggest the importance of the local environment,
a founding event, and the ponies’ isolation on
the fells as contributors to the breed’s character. These are all attributes one would expect
in a landrace breed.

There is a Fell Pony breed standard published
by the Fell Pony Society called the
“Description of the Fell Pony and Scale of
Points.” 5 Its existence definitely puts the Fell
Pony in the standardized breed category. As a
unique genetic resource, both the Fell Pony’s
history and its breed standard are important
to its conservation.

Breeder Responsibilities
Managing Breeds begins with a detailed discussion
about what a breed is and why breeds of animals are
important. The working definition of a breed is ‘a
group of animals that are similar and reproduce their
same type when mated together.’1 Breeds are considered unique genetic resources worthy of conservation,
and the strategies discussed in the book, from breeding to breeder organization to breed promotion, are all
necessary to the management of the genetic resource.
Types of Breeds
Two types of breeds are especially relevant to our interest in Fell Ponies. A landrace breed is a breed of
animals that has been defined by three factors: 1) the
landscape in which it is found, 2) some founding
event, and 3) subsequent isolation. In contrast, a
standardized breed is a breed for which a written
standard has been developed by breeders to describe
an ideal example of the breed. Standardized breeds
often have their origin in landrace breeds.2
In a 2003 brochure, the Fell Pony Society states “Fell
ponies are believed to have originated on the border
between England and Scotland during Roman times
from the crossing of imported war stallions with the
local Celtic ponies…. They are primarily a working
breed with activity, stamina, hardiness and brains
that enable them to live and thrive in tough conditions
out on the fells.”3 The brochure goes on to say that
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One shortcoming of Managing Breeds was the discussion of breeder responsibilities. Responsibilities of
breeders are noted in every chapter, yet the chapter
with the title ‘Breeder Responsibilities’ does not collect
them all in one place. These responsibilities include:
•

Understanding the biology of breeds: types of
breeds, bloodlines within breeds, breed history,
geography, and genetics.

•

Understanding breeding strategies (inbreeding, line-breeding, crossing) and when they
are useful.

•

Understanding breed type: “Breed type is critically important to the conservation of a breed, and
is a concept that is increasingly ignored in modern
animal breeding.”6

•

Managing “…the breed type to fall within
the breed range.”7

•

Understanding selection: “To preserve breed
type, it is important for breeders to constantly select animals that reflect that type, and to reject
those that deviate from the original breed type.”8

•

Understanding the tension between adaptation and production: “Some evidence points to
the concept that animals have limited metabolic
resources at their disposal, and so they must
‘choose’ where to put those. Adaptation is one slot
The Fell Pony Express (FPSNA) - Spring/Summer 2008

for these resources, production is another. While it
may not be as simple as that, this approach does
seem to have some merit.”9 For Fell Ponies, one
might ponder hardiness versus height, for instance.
Association Responsibilities
“Breeds must not only survive the physical environment, they must also survive the political environment
of their own breeders!”10 Responsibilities of breed associations include:
•

Promotion: ‘The goal of promotion is to accurately
portray the breed’s excellence so that a loyal and
satisfied following is established.”11

•

Education:
Of breeders: “It is especially important to educate
members about the husbandry and management needs of the breed.”12
Of members: “All members, and especially new
members, ought to have reasonably detailed
knowledge of the breed, its unique traits, its
history, and its historic and present function.”13
Of general public: “Promotional pamphlets, internet websites, strategically placed advertisements for the breed and association, and participation in appropriate public events are all useful to accomplish this.”14

•

Communication on breed matters with members

•

Research: “The level of research can vary from investigations into breed history to the analysis of
molecular genetics of the breed.”15

•

Genetic and conservation management
(pedigrees/registry)

Showing
Managing Breeds devotes an entire chapter to showing.
“Showing of livestock has both positive and negative
consequences for breeds.”16 The authors come firmly
down against conventional showing: “Changing of type
can be a result of show ring and judging fads, and is
detrimental to a breed and its genetic integrity.”17 Instead, they advocate card grading. ‘Card grading involves evaluating each animal according to the ideal of
the breed standard. This contrasts with competitive
showing in which the animals are evaluated against one
another.’18 They point out that there is a range of acceptable animals in any breed; no single individual
should be held up as the single ideal. Some shows institute a compromise: all animals graded into the highest
category are then placed individually against each
other.

Critique of British Native Ponies
The authors are quite critical of the importation of British Native Ponies
to North America
for two reasons.
“. . .imports tend to be cared for by
First, these anidedicated individuals with great
mals are taking
enthusiasm and loyalty. These are
space in barns
the very sorts of advocates that are
and fields that
needed for the rare breeds already
could have been
endangered in this country, and
dedicated to rare
their energy and talents would have
breeds native to
greater effect focused on the high
this continent.
priorities that are already here
Second, North
America reprerather than importing new
sents a dead-end
priorities . . .The imports include
genetically. Animany British pony breeds, for which
mals are imthe breed dynamics very much
ported here but
result in America being a one-way
their genetics
street, rather than a key participant
never leave here
in the breeds’ international survival
to contribute to
strategy. . . “ (From Managing
the global genetic
Breeds, p. 126)
resource.
Managing Breeds provides much food for thought for
Fell Pony breeders, FPSNA members, and our organization. If you have any feedback on how FPSNA can fulfill our responsibilities better, please communicate with
your zone representative. As we are entirely a volunteer organization, if there is something that you can
personally do to make FPSNA more effective, your
Council would be interested in hearing from you!
JM
1Sponenberg,

D. Phillip, and Donald E Bixby. Managing Breeds for a Secure Future: Strategies for Breeders
and Breed Associations. The American Livestock
Breeds Conservancy, Pittsboro, North Carolina, 2007, p.
1.
2Sponenberg, p. 9 and 14.
3
The Fell Pony, brochure, The Fell Pony Society, Great
Asby, Appleby, Cumbria, 2003, second panel.
4The Fell Pony Society, fourth panel.
5 Description of the Fell Pony and Scale of Points, The
Fell Pony Society, Great Asby, Appleby, Cumbria, undated, p. 2.
6Sponenberg, p. 48
7Sponenberg, p. 178
8Sponenberg, p. 91
9Sponenberg, p. 108
10Sponenberg, p. 127
11Sponenberg, p. 143
12Sponenberg, p. 137
13Sponenberg, p, 136
14Sponenberg, p. 138
15Sponenberg, p. 138
16Sponenberg, p. 159
17Sponenberg, p. 159
18Sponenberg, p. 159
(See also further comments on the next page!)
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Reviewer’s Commentary about Managing Breeds for a Secure Future
I have been a member of the American Livestock Breeds Conservancy since before I was a Fell Pony owner. I
came to ALBC from sustainable agriculture where rare breeds of livestock are often able to make great contributions (I also breed ducks and have kept rare breed pigs, goats, and turkeys in the past). I learned about the Fell
Pony through an article in the ALBC newsletter, so it is particularly interesting to me that this book has singled
out keepers of British native ponies as problematic from a rare breeds perspective. I take issue personally with
both of their criticisms. First they assert that British native ponies are taking up slots that could have been
filled by rare breeds native to America. I disagree. I was working ponies in harness when I learned of the Fell. I
wanted a draft pony, and I would have chosen a rare American breed if one existed. There isn’t one. Second, the
book asserts that America is a dead-end street in terms of genetic exchange with the rest of the world. I respond
that it is too soon to draw that conclusion. Our population is young, and our breeders are just getting their feet
on the ground in terms of understanding how to breed Fell Ponies. In addition, I have heard of at least one British breeder who has considered importing an American-bred Fell. I understand the criticisms of importing rare
breeds, but I think the authors were too quick to single out British native ponies as poor choices for rare breeds
enthusiasts.
Jenifer Morrissey

Editor’s Comments
Jenifer asked me to comment further regarding Managing Breeds for a Secure Future. All in all the book makes
some interesting observations but I think the points made about British Native Ponies are a bit out of line, at
least as far as the Fell pony is concerned. Somehow I got the feeling that I am supposed to be sitting here waving
my American flag and sending my ponies back to the UK where they belong! Seriously, I also view with caution
the concept of “native American” horse breeds. True — all horses originated in North America, but they subsequently went extinct. Thus, the “native” American breeds we see today are derived entirely from foreign imports,
mostly within the last few hundred years, and these undoubtedly included some British native ponies!
Even if the authors may not appreciate the beneficial effects of global conservation of the Fell pony breed, RBST
(Rare Breeds Survival Trust—UK) certainly does. Like a number of rare UK breeds of livestock, they know that
most of the world’s population of Fell ponies, and all semi-feral Fell ponies, are still concentrated in a relatively
small area. This is always a threat to these breeds, since a local natural or man-made disaster could easily wipe
them out. After the FMD (Foot-and-Mouth Disease) crisis nearly wiped out some of these breeds, RBST set up a
ReGeneration Bank as one way to manage breeds for a secure future. Of course, FMD did not affect ponies directly, but it surely affected the economy in which they are raised. (The unfortunate reality is that economy can
strongly affect breeding practices.) And what about the threat of African Horse Sickness, which has been seen in
Europe? Or war? Remember, it was not that long ago that the Fell pony was nearly wiped out by the effects of
war. Thus, the “Bank”, which by the way includes frozen semen from a North American Fell pony stallion, is
meant to keep genetic material from a variety of bloodlines which could help restore the breed in the event of a
disaster. Similarly, ponies exported to other countries can provide another “insurance policy” for a secure future,
as it is much less likely that ponies scattered all over the globe could simultaneously be wiped out. (And that is
another reason UK breeders must be diligent in exporting only quality stock!)
Another way that exporting indirectly facilitates breed conservation has also been demonstrated in the Fell pony.
The breed has gone from “endangered” to “threatened” in their homeland over a relatively short period. This is a
result of increasing numbers, in part driven by a relatively new and very favorable export market.
However, the change in RBST conservation status may give one a false sense of security, since it does not reflect
the number of ponies on the fells. The Fell pony is indeed a “landrace” breed that has been “standardized” by the
Fell Pony Society, and the semi-feral ponies in Cumbria represent the core population of that landrace. The biggest threat to the breed’s conservation is not reflected in the overall Fell pony population numbers, but rather in
the declining number of semi-feral ponies on the fells. Outside of those herds, it is no different for most breeders
in the UK (i.e., the non-hill breeders) or all of those abroad — all must strictly rely on the Fell Pony Breed Standard to conserve the breed as we know it today.
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
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Gypsy Gets A Great New Job!
Laurelhighland Gypsy has been leased to Special
Strides Therapeutic Riding Center. She is going to be used for therapy riding and driving, and we
hope she has great success there.
My Meaghan (12) will volunteer for the program, so
she can work with her pony and help the autistic
kids. Gypsy has been working in the cart, and has
been just perfect and they are so happy with her
progress. In a couple of months she will begin to
have students use her. They say she is such a fast
learner! We will keep you posted on how she does!
Patty Gallagher
New Jersey

(Above and Left) Meaghan Gallagher and Gypsy

Happy Birthday “Lake”!
“Lake”, a.k.a. Laurelhighland Dazzler, had
his 2nd birthday in April. He's a good boy, but
sometimes pushes it a bit, hey... he is a pony! I
think at his age, he's just trying to figure out the
boundaries. He's also quite independent and
very mellow. An all around sweetheart. Just love
the boy!
Lynne Meschel-Bovenzi, Massachusetts
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Fell Pony Society Stallion Show 2008
Class 1 (yearlings)1 – Bracklinn Jackpot (Messrs Smith)
2 – Waverhead Midnight Minstrel (Ms B Bell)
3 – Waverfoot JJ ( Ms Hilary Lightfoot)
Class 2 (2 year olds)
1 – Hedgethorpe You Can’t Be Serious (Ms D
Chadwick)
2 – Murthwaite Mr Right (Ms E Wooley)
3 – Wellbrow Minstral (A Thorpe)
Class 3 (3 to 4 year olds)

Bracklinn Jackpot, Youngstock Champion

1 – Murthwaite Gurkha (Mr & Mrs Turner)

Class 6 (Ridden)

2 – Murthwaite Timothy (Mr C Roberts)

1 – Guards Jester (Mr P Saunders)

3 – Greenholme Warbler (Messrs Metcalfe & Guy)

2 – Severnvale Grey Bobby (Mr P Metcalfe, riderMrs Metcalfe)
3 – Greenholme Warbler (Messrs Metcalfe & Guy,
rider-Mrs J Robinson)
Class 7 (Driving)
1 - Severnvale Grey Bobby (Mr P Metcalfe)
2 - Restar Victor (Mr Van Dongen)
3 - Tebay Glenlivet (Dr M Sanderson)
Class 8 (Best Foot Shod)
1- Murthwaite Gurkha
2 – Linnel Reynard

Farrier- Mr G Holt
Farrier- Mr S Hyslop

3 – Severnvale Grey Bobby
head

Farrier- Mr D Fearn-

Murthwaite Gurkha, Supreme Champion

Class 4 (5 thru 8 year olds)
1 – Carrock I’m Yer Man (Messrs Smith)
2 – Murthwaite Windrush ( Mr T Capstick)
3 – Guardian Van De Wildhoeve (Mr R Sutcliffe)

Class 5 (9 yrs & over)
1 - Severnvale Hector (Ms D Chadwick)
2 - Lownthwaite Gary (Ms H & Mr S Lightfoot)
3 - Severnvale Grey Bobby (Mr P Metcalfe)
Chris Thompson of Drybarrows was the in hand
judge and Christine Robinson Of Kerbeck, judged the
ridden and driving classes.

Guards Jester, Ridden Champion

Pictures and results courtesy of Ian Smith
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******************************
The Story of Elijah
******************************
By Jennifer Costa
Night after night I awoke to check on Hope
(Ludworth Brown Sugar) to see if there was a foal
or about to be a foal. My twelve-year-old daughter,
Devon, was so excited she wasn’t sleeping through the
night, and would brave the darkness between the
house and the barn to check on Hope. In the barn, the
senses become heightened as barn aroma waivers
across the nose and your ears pick up the faint rustling of the horses. Our black cat, Blackie, approaches
as we near the horses. If you don’t see him – he is as
dark as the night - it sends a jolt of fear through your
body. Devon is a true horsewoman, tromping to the
barn in the middle of the night.
We know Hope is close to foaling because the
exact date of inception is accurate. We are at 355
days, not unusual for a maiden mare. The foaling
signs are subtle - loose tail head, bag is not too big, no
wax, vulva is a little elongated. When will the foal
come? It is our only foal this year; we kept the others
open for riding and training.

ing my coat clasped in front of me against the remaining chill of the night. The 30 degree temperature
wakes me.
The small black foal is standing one side of the
red barn that measures 24 feet high, 120 feet long and
80 feet wide. He is dry and obviously very frightened.
There are little hoof prints in the dirt next to the barn,
telling the story that he had been pacing up and down
for a while. I started to cry fearing the worst. Devon
ran to get Glen and as he has so many times before —
looks like my knight coming to save the day as he runs
toward the barn. He swoops the little foal into his
arms and carries him into the foaling pen. I cannot
believe I let this happen! I am so mad at myself because I choose to have horses and hold myself to a
high standard of care for them — no excuses. My father cared for our animals when I was young. He held
them in great regard and considered it a privilege to
be able to share our lives with them. My dear friend

One night, my husband, Glen, nudges me to
get up and check on Hope, but two weeks of nightly
checking, and one just a few hours earlier, pulls me
in to a light slumber. After all, I sleepily think, Glen
will go and check on her in two hours. She’ll be fine;
all three of the new foals last year were born in the
middle of the afternoon!
Glen checks on Hope in the dark at 5 am and
she’ still very pregnant. Six o’clock rolls around and I
go downstairs as Devon goes out to feed chickens.
The neighbors’ dog from down the hill arrives to
greet her, which is odd as he hasn’t come to visit in
months. Devon calls Sarah, the owner and one of our
close friends. She leaves right away to get him.
A few minutes later, Sarah enters the house.
“One of the babies is out,” she said.
I
reply “What?” in disbelief. I know there
aren’t any babies out side the secure corrals.
“Yeah, it looks like a statue on the side of
your barn” she said.
I slip on my boots and run out the door holdVolume 7, Number 1

Glen and Elijah
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Sarah has never seen me upset. I don’t anger easily,
so she is shocked at the language I use towards myself. All I could think was ”"If he doesn’t live, I will
never forgive myself.”
Glen calmly reassures me, “That’s not important right now! Let’s get this foal warm and eating!”
The effect is immediate and I re-focus on the foal.
Glen is holding the foal on his lap, warming him with
his body heat. We both look at Hope and, reading her,
realize she doesn’t know what the foal is and doesn’t
seem to want anything to do with her first baby. We
still encourage her to lick and smell him, which would
help her bond with the herd more because she tends to
spend her time watching the herd and not acting like
a member of it. Unfortunately, she shows little interest in the foal. So we encourage her to be still while we
get him eating. She obeys but isn’t sure what’s expected of her. Then I milk her and we feed the little
guy small amounts with a syringe to get him interested. After four hours he finally learned to suck on
his own. Hope won’t stand still for him unless we
are there at her side.

never died! How appropriate for this little guy. He is
one tough Fell Pony!
I proceeded to spend the next four days, and
nights, holding Hope so Elijah could eat. Hope ended
up getting more and more angry, and unless we are
present, we have to separate them. I’m doing roundthe-clock feeding and dealing with drugs to sedate
Hope to bring more milk in. There are a number of
things we tried to get Hope to bond with Elijah - first
by leading her and showing her what others mom‘s do.
We also fed her treats, gave her massages, praised her
when she allowed him to eat, and were stern with her
when she was trying to kick or bite him. We brought
our stallion by the pen so that Hope would feel she
had to protect Elijah, and finally on the fourth day, I
turned Hope and Elijah out in a large paddock with
Hope’s favorite horse, Seven, a mare who was orphaned eight years earlier. Seven began to lick Elijah
and wanted to take him as her own. As Elijah ap-

Glen, a welder, has to work; he has an urgent order to repair an airplane part that needs to
get back to San Francisco by the next day. I remain
with Hope and the foal all day long. My mom comes
to help and brings me tea and soup. The high desert
mountains have not given us warm weather; the
sun is bright but the wind is cold. All through the
day Sarah calls for updates.
The vet arrived in the afternoon to check on
everyone. She encourages me to continue what I’m
doing and sleep with Hope and the foal all night. I
remained where I was, doing as much nurturing as
I could for the foal, reassuring and encouraging
Hope.
Glen set up a small pen in the barn that I
could see through, and created a small bed for me
with a twin mattress surrounded by straw bales to
block the night wind. The weather was expected to
be below freezing that night. Later, Sarah arrives
with a bottle of red wine as I am settling into my
new surroundings. I’m wearing three layers and my
full Carhart suit. At bedtime I snuggle in under
three sleeping bags with all my clothes and boots
on. As the night wears on, Hope grows very impatient with the foal, which was named Elijah by
Devon. She loves the story of Elijah, who was carried off in a chariot into heaven. The man who
Devon and Elijah
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proached his mom, Hope, she would kick and bite at him, warning him to leave her alone. That was it…. I was
done! I went beyond what most would have done, and now he was ours to raise.
The fourth day was full of trying to get him to eat formula. Everything I had read said it was the best feed
for foals because the company had formulated it to match mares’ milk. I was very tired and had not slept more
than an hour at a time since Monday night. The journey begins to be the mom he needs…
JC

Missouri Equine Expo: Magic out and about!
Stonecreek Magic Minstrel greeted folks in central Missouri on Saturday January 26, 2008 at the
Mid-Way Expo Center. Even in his winter woolies, Magic was a hit at the expo. He received lots of hugs
and kisses from the local kids and enjoyed the friendly scratches. Dana and I also enjoyed talking pony
to everyone that stopped by the booth.
Kimber Bishop, KimberLake Farm, Missouri

Kimber Bishop and Dana Henry

Magic at the Expo

News from Moonlit Farm
Dear Fell Pony FriendsWe have been very lucky to have
these beautiful equines as a part
of our lives. My daughter is
great with giving them lots of
hugs and attention. I have been
working hard with Mustahevonen Zorro to get him
ready for his first upcoming
dressage show. Wish us luck!

Zorro

Elise Miller
Moonlit Fell Pony Farm
Snohomish, WA
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FPSNA
Breeders
www.fpsna.org
Ambleside Farm
Megan Elisha Tong
P.O. Box 44.
Van Alstyne, Texas, 75495
Phone: 972-658-7537
www.amblesidefarms.com
Email: offbeatparadigm@gmail.com
Black Pony Farm
John Rutledge
P.O. Box 26771
Prescott Valley, Arizona 86312
Phone: 951-662-4143
Email: john@blackponyfarm.com
www.blackponyfarm.com

Braeberry Farm
Cheryl Dutton
732 N. S-Low Road
Seal Rock, Oregon 97376
Phone: 541-563-6353
www.braeberry.com
Email: info@braeberry.com
Dream Hayven Farm Fell Ponies LLC
Melissa Kreuzer
N1101 County Road HH
Kewaskum, Wisconsin 53040
Cell: 262-844-7878
www.dreamhayven.com
Email: info@dreamhayven.com
Fauxson Fells
Cherie and George van Putten
3833 Brady Hill Road
Binghamton, New York, 13903
www.fauxonfells.com
Email: ponies@fauxsonfells.com

Fell Legend Farm
Rene Bender - Trainer/Owner
Tom Bender - Owner
P.O. Box 31
Lincoln, California 95648
Phone: 916-205-7103
www.felllegendfarm.com
Email: felllegendfarm@yahoo.com

Garrighyll Fell Pony Stud
Alison Emslie-Smith
Bellwood Farm LLC
P.O. Box 122
Oronoco, Minnesota, 55960
Phone: 507-367-2365
Cell: 507- 250-1873
www.raresteeds.com/garrighyll
Email: mnfellponies@gmail.com
KimberLake Farm
Kimber Bishop
329 County Road 459
New Franklin, Missouri 65274
Phone: 660-537-4020
www.kimberlake.com
Email: kimberlakefarm@hotmail.com
Laurel Highland Farm & Equine Services LLC
Edward T. Earley, DVM
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
www.laurelhighland.com
Email: info@laurelhighland.com
Majestic Friesians & Fells
Steve and Lori Brock
23740 14 Mile Road
Leroy, Michigan, 49655
Phone: 231-250-8882
www.majesticfriesians.com
Email: lori@majesticfriesians.com
Majestic Stables
Dan Shanahan
2687 St. Rt. 274
Huntsville, Ohio 43324
Phone: 937-686-5202
www.majesticstables.net
Email: dan@majesticstables.net
Moonlit Fell Pony Farm
Elise Miller
21412 107th ST SE
Snohomish, Washington 98290
Phone: 206-407-3068
www.moonlitfellponies.com
Email: elisemiller2001@hotmail.com
Mountain Spirit Ponies
Kim Renee Cote
3793 Gibbins Road
Duncan, British Columbia V9L 6E8
CANADA
250-746-6364
www.mountainspiritponies.com
Email: mountainspiritponies@telus.net

Only FPSNA members residing in North America may advertise in the FPSNA Breeders & Stallions lists.
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FPSNA Breeders - continued
Red Willow Fell Ponies
Elizabeth K. Dawson
PO Box 549
El Prado, New Mexico 87529
Phone: 575-779-1520
www.redwillowfellponies.com
Email: redwillowfells@yahoo.com
Scafell Pike Fell Pony Stud
Heather Kyle
22912 Highway 811
Owensboro, Kentucky 42301
Phone: 270-764-2426
Cell: 810-434-6875
www.scafellpikefellponies.com
Email: KingsOakStables@aol.com
Stonecreek Farm
Shannon Albert and
Karen Sorensen
1183 Oak Ridge Road
Denison, Texas 75021
Phone: 903-337-0255
www.thefellpony.com
Email: stonecreek.farm@thefellpony.com
Summerfield Stud
Roger & Maryanne Spencer
11155 S.E. Sunset Harbor Rd.
Summerfield, Florida 34401
Phone: 352-288-8993
Cell: 352-267-2402
www.magicalsteeds.com
Email:
info@magicalsteeds.com
Toadstool Farm
Jacqueline Collen-Tarrolly
13547 Ventura Blvd. #443
Sherman Oaks, California 91423
www.toadstoolfarm.com
Email: jacqueline@toadstoolfarm.com
Willowtrail Farm
Jenifer Morrissey
PO Box 1034
Walden, Colorado 80480
Phone: 970-723-4316
www.willowtrailfarm.com
Email: workponies@frii.com

FPSNA MERCHANDISE
Order online at www.fpsna.org
High quality sweatshirts with FPSNA logo embroidered in black.
These sweatshirts are heavyweight. crews in ash (light gray color).
Sizes available: M, L, and XL. Price: $30 (includes shipping in U.S.)
High quality tees with FPSNA logo embroidered in black. These
tees are Hanes Beefy T 100% cotton in stonewashed blue. Sizes
available: M, L. Price: $20 (includes shipping in U.S.)
Native Ponies of the British Isles poster:
15x20 poster professionally printed at
high-resolution on semi-gloss paper, suitable for framing (or laminating for exhibition displays).
All ponies shown are North American
representatives of their breeds, with the
exception of the Eriskay which does not
yet exist here.
Price: $15 (includes shipping in U.S.)
Please contact info@fpsna.org first
for all current item availability:
Make checks payable to: FPSNA, Inc. and mail
FPSNA, Inc., c/o Mary Jean Gould-Earley,
546 Lehman Drive Cogan Station, PA 17728

to:

Or order online with Pay Pal at www.fpsna.org

All proceeds go to FPSNA to help defray business costs. Thank you!

Fell Pony Express
2008 Classified Ad Prices
For FPSNA Members Only
1/8 page: $15
1/2 page - $50

1/4 page: $30
Full page - $75

All ads include a free classified ad on the website for the
calendar year, including one photo with contact information, which will also be distributed at FPSNA-sanctioned
promotional events during the year. All ads are fullcolor and will be displayed for the current calendar year
in The Fell Pony Express..
.

Submit ads to newsletter@fpsna.org
Volume 7, Number 1
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FPSNA
Licensed Stallions
www.fpsna.org
*Brackenbank Romany’s Prince
FP70597C*, License No. FP446, Black, Foaled 2005
Laurel Highland Farm &
Equine Services LLC
546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
www.laurelhighland.com
Email: info@laurelhighland.com
Broughhill Hadrian’s Wall

FP50964C*, License No. FP296R, Black, Foaled 1999
Fell Legend Farm
P.O. Box 31
Lincoln, California 95648
Phone: 916-205-7103
www.felllegendfarm.com
Email: felllegendfarm@yahoo.com

*Goytvalley Magic Minstrel
FP50026C*; License No. FP145J, Black; Foaled 1992

Stonecreek Farm
1183 Oak Ridge Road
Denison, Texas 75021
Phone: 903-337-0255
www.thefellpony.com
Email: stonecreek.farm@thefellpony.com
*Guards Apollo
FP70295C*; License No. FP387, Black; Foaled 2003

Willowtrail Farm
PO Box 1034
Walden, Colorado 80480
Phone: 970-723-4316
www.willowtrailfarm.com
Email: workponies@frii.com
Laurelhighland Rambler
FP70144C*, License No. FP450, Black, Foaled 2003
Fauxson Fells
3833 Brady Hill Road
Binghamton, New York, 13903
www.fauxonfells.com
Email: ponies@fauxsonfells.com

*Littletree Highwayman
FP70475C*; License No. FP438, Grey, Foaled 2004

Scafell Pike Fell Pony Stud
22912 Highway 811
Owensboro, Kentucky 42301
Phone: 270-764-2426
Cell: 810-434-6875
www.scafellpikefellponies.com
Email: KingsOakStables@aol.com
*Littletree Sirius Black
FP70474C*; License No. FP458, Black, Foaled 2004

Scafell Pike Fell Pony Stud
22912 Highway 811
Owensboro, Kentucky 42301
Phone: 270-764-2426
Cell: 810-434-6875
www.scafellpikefellponies.com
Email: KingsOakStables@aol.com
*Llancloudy Abraham (a.k.a. “Tuck”)
FP70054C*, License No. FP388, Grey; Foaled 2002

Toadstool Farm
13547 Ventura Blvd. #443
Sherman Oaks, California 91423
www.toadstoolfarm.com
Email: jacqueline@toadstoolfarm.com
*Llancloudy Highwayman
FP70365C*, License No. FP435, Black; Foaled 2004

Red Willow Fell Ponies
PO Box 549
El Prado, New Mexico 87529
Phone: 575-779-1520
www.redwillowfellponies.com
Email: redwillowfells@yahoo.com
*Llancloudy Magic Diamond
FP51140C*; License No. FP366, Grey; Foaled 2000

Summerfield Stud
11155 S.E. Sunset Harbor Rd.
Summerfield, Florida 34401
Phone: 352-288-8993
Cell: 352-267-2402
www.magicalsteeds.com
Email: info@magicalsteeds.com
*Lunesdale Mercury
FP50926C*; License No. FP306R, Grey; Foaled 1999

Ambleside Farm
P.O. Box 44
Van Alstyne, Texas, 75495
Phone: 972-658-7537
www.amblesidefarms.com
Email: offbeatparadigm@gmail.com

Only FPSNA members residing in North America may advertise in the FPSNA Breeders & Stallions lists.
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FPSNA Licensed Stallions - continued
Mustahevonen Rheged’s Pippin
FP70241*; License No. FP410, Black; Foaled 2003

Black Pony Farm
P.O. Box 26771
Prescott Valley, Arizona 86312
Phone: 951-662-4143
Email: john@blackponyfarm.com
www.blackponyfarm.com
*Ralfland Ranger
FP51261C*; License No. FP368, Black; Foaled 2001

Stonecreek Farm
1183 Oak Ridge Road
Denison, Texas 75021
Phone: 903-337-0255
www.thefellpony.com
Email: stonecreek.farm@thefellpony.com
Stonecreek Magic Minstrel
FP70210C*; License No. FP393, Black, Foaled 2003

KimberLake Farm
329 County Road 459
New Franklin, Missouri 65274
Phone: 660-537-4020
www.kimberlake.com
Email: kimberlakefarm@hotmail.com

*Waverhead Model IV
FP51000C*; License No. FP289R, Black; Foaled 1999
Laurel Highland Farm &
Equine Services LLC
546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
www.laurelhighland.com
Email: info@laurelhighland.com
*Waverhead Robbie
FP50109C*; License No. FP178K, Black; Foaled 1993
Laurel Highland Farm &
Equine Services LLC
546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
www.laurelhighland.com
Email: info@laurelhighland.com

2007 Bay Stud Colt: Summerfield (USA) Distinction.
Must sell due to illness in family. 12.2-12.3h, short coupled,
nice movement, great conformation. Asking $5,500.00.
2006 Black Filly: Summerfield (USA) Gina. Must sell due
to illness in family. 13.2-13.3h, coal black, long- coupled,
nice movement, great conformation. Asking $7,500.00.

See www.magicalsteeds.com for photos!
Call Maryanne Spencer: 352-267-2402.

Even More New Arrivals!
(Continued from Page 14)

Garrighyll Stormdancer
s. Dene Darius

WAIT! STOP
THE PRESS!!!
Here are a few
more deliveries!
2000 filly,
Mustahevonen Deco,
is the original “stork foal”

d. Stormchaser

Garrighyll Holly

DreamHayven Chancellor

Stonecreek Stuart

Garrighyll (Filly)

s. Dene Darius

s. Lunesdale Mercury

s. Goytvalley Magic Minstrel

s. Dene Darius

d. Drybarrows Hazel II

d. Corrennie Afton

d. Heltondale Rosanna XI

d. Ralfland Dainty
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The Official Publication of
The Fell Pony Society of
North America, Inc.
c/o Lisa Lindholm, General Secretary
2626 Diane Lane
Hibbing, Minnesota, 55746

Published twice a year,
summer and winter.

218-263-5217 info@fpsna.org

We’re on the web!
www.fpsna.org

Next newsletter
deadline:
November 1, 2008
newsletter@fpsna.org

(Our yawning Fell model
is Doobie
(Mustahevonen Debut),
courtesy of Roxanne
Dimyan)

The Fell Pony Society of North America,
Inc. (FPSNA), was the first Registered
Overseas Branch of the Fell Pony Society
(FPS) (UK) anywhere in the world.
FPSNA is also the oldest and largest Fell
pony organization in North America and
was established in 2001 with the support of
the majority of Fell owners and breeders in
North America. We were legally incorporated in January 2002 as a federallyrecognized public charity under Section
501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code..

Our mission is to promote and preserve
the Fell pony breed in North America
in ways that are consistent with the
rules and regulations of FPS.
All FPSNA breeders are members-in-goodstanding with our registry, FPS, through
which all of our foals are registered and
stallions are licensed for breeding.
All contents and photographs in
The Fell Pony Express
are © FPSNA, Inc. 2008,
unless otherwise specified herein.

8 year-old Megan Wilkinson riding Brackenbank Romany at the South Cumbria Show
(© MJ Gould-Earley 2008)

