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Message from FPSNA Chairman
This issue brings sad news regarding the recent passing of Wendy Ihlang.
Wendy was a founding member of FPSNA and long-time Fell enthusiast,
and she was also FPSNA’s first Chairman. Wendy and I had been friends
for over 10 years, and I know that many of our members also knew her
well. It is a sad loss for all of us! To her sister, Roxanne Dimyan, and husband, Larry Ihlang, we send our sincerest condolences.
In other news, researchers in the UK have just announced the development
of a carrier test for Foal Immunodeficiency Syndrome (formerly known as
Fell Foal Syndrome). For more than a decade we have been waiting for this
test, so it is long overdue! This is a tremendous breakthrough and this tool
should benefit Fell and Dales breeders everywhere. See inside this issue for
more information about the new test.
Enjoy your ponies and have a safe and wonderful holiday and New Year!
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
Chairman, FPSNA, Inc.
Mary Jean and
Laurelhighland Blossom O’ the Hill in 2009

Important Reminder
To Breeders
from FPS:

www.fpsna.org
At the FPSNA web site
you can:
 Fill out online membership for
FPSNA and FPS
 Make payment by PayPal using your
credit card for membership and
fundraising items (t-shirts, poster …
and more in the future!)

Upcoming
Events
FPSNA-Sponsored Events:

Equine Affaire

 Read back issues of
The Fell Pony Express

Email: info@fpsna.org
FPSNA BROCHURE!
Download a copy online at

www.fpsna.org

April 8-11, 2010, Columbus, Ohio
Mountain & Moorland Classes will be
included (tentatively)
at the following events:
WOW Showtime Summer Shows*
June 12—13, 2010
Black River Falls, Wisconsin
July 30—August 1, 2010
Indian Hills, Illinois

Enter “FPSNA” in Care Code Box when you
shop online and Country Supply will make a
donation to FPSNA!
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Please let our Promotions Director
know if you have questions or would like to
help sponsor an event.

ALL FOALS MUST be
MICROCHIPPED prior to
registration! Foals should be registered in their year of birth and
registration forms MUST include
VETERINARY PRACTICE
STAMP with practice name/
address!
Foals registered AFTER
DECEMBER 1 in the year of
birth will cost DOUBLE
REGISTRATION FEES!
Additional Late Fees also apply if
foal is not registered during the
year of birth.
Please register foals promptly!

On the Cover:

Laurelhighland Jake (a.k.a. “Regal”)
and Charlie Ballou at Marantha
Farm in Brookfield, Vermont
(December 2008) (Photo courtesy of
Bruce and Olga Hausser)
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Zone 3
Zone 1

Have you renewed your
2010
membership?

Zone 4

Zone 2

Now is the time!
(This also applies to the annual
Breeders and Stallions lists.)
FPSNA Council Regional Representatives

Go to www.fpsna.org
to print out a form or apply online.

Zone 1: Mar y J ean Gould-Earley
Zone 2: Kr isten Staehling
Zone 3: Rene' Bender
Zone 4: Beth Dawson
Zone 5 - Canada: Natascha Wille

Overseas enthusiasts are also welcome to
subscribe to The Fell Pony Express!

Here’s the crew … Your FPSNA Council & Staff

Lisa Lindholm

Chairman and
FPS/FPSNA Branch Representative:
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
mj@laurelhighland.com
General Secretary: Lisa Lindholm
2626 Diane Lane
Hibbing, Minnesota 55746
218-263-5217
info@fpsna.org
Treasurer:
Beth Dawson
P.O. Box 549
El Prado, New Mexico, 87529
575-779-1520
redwillowfells@yahoo.com
Council Member-at-Large:
Kristen Staehling
5333 O’Kelly Drive,
Suffolk, Virginia 23437
757-651-4601
RegalFells@juno.com

Melissa Kreuzer

Beth Dawson

Mary Jean Gould-Earley

Kristen
Staehling

Vice Chairman &
Executive Secretary:
René Bender
P.O. Box 31
Lincoln, California 95648
916-205-7103
felllegendfarm@yahoo.com
Council Member-at-Large:
Natascha Wille
1231 Fulford-Granges Road
Salt Spring Island, British Columbia
V8K 2B3 Canada
250-653-9149
threegablesfarm@shaw.ca
FPSNA Promotions Director:
Melissa Kreuzer
N1101 County Rd HH
Kewaskum, Wisconsin 53040
262-844-7878
promotions@fpsna.org

Natascha Wille

Webmaster:
gan Elisha Tong

René Bender

Me-

P.O. Box 44.
Van Alstyne, Texas, 75495
Phone: 972-658-7537
webmaster@fpsna.org

Megan Elisha Tong
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From Your Secretary
Happy Holidays!
It was a great year for memberships and I want to thank you all for your prompt renewals! I want to remind everyone that we wire our overseas memberships, new or renewed, quarterly to FPS. Please renew your
membership so that we receive your dues no later than January 15, if you wish your FPS dues to be included in the first wire. FPS must receive the dues by February 15 if you wish to have voting privileges, and we need
turnaround time to deposit the funds to our bank and transfer the funds to FPS by the deadline. For both FPS
and FPSNA, memberships that are not renewed by March 1 are considered to have lapsed. But please get your
membership renewals in by January 15, if not sooner, and you can't go wrong! This also applies to FPSNA dues
- it makes our jobs as volunteers go a lot smoother if we receive all the dues on time. I look forward to the new
year and all the new stories and memories we will all create.
Most of all, I want to let all our members know what it's like being secretary of FPSNA. Throughout the
year, I am contacted by many people and organizations about the Fell Pony. I think it's important that you know
that often new prospects contact me. Some are children in grammar school, middle school and teens in high
school. In the summer, I get some kids who are doing a camp project that want information. Others are individuals who have stumbled across the Fell Pony and want to learn more. Either way, whether they are beyond the
learning phase or looking for a stallion or breeder, I send out a " packet." For the individual, my packet is an objective mailing that consists of a cover letter introducing our organization, our brochure, some history on the Fell
Pony, and a listing of stallions and breeders that are part of our membership. If I have any back issues of the Fell
Pony Express from years past just lying around, I will send that as well. I want to emphasize that most of my
requests are from schools and kids who are doing a research project and have selected the Fell Pony. I am doing
my best with our FPSNA funds, along with my own contribution, to come up with a packet, along with the Council, that represents a professional mailing that I can mail out as quickly as possible. I appreciate all requests, but
I feel a special connection to the youth that contact me, along with their teachers. These are special projects to
these kids, and their hearts are in it. I will keep you informed when we finally have a comprehensive, yet costeffective packet to send out to our interested public. Let's all remember, without the interest, our fabulous Fell
Pony would not be here in North America flourishing
today.
Check it out: “Members Only” section at
Thank you all for your support and please feel
free to contact me at anytime with any ideas or concerns you may have. Happy Holidays!

Lisa Lindholm
FPSNA Secretary info@fpsna.org

www.fpsna.org!

 Pony Points Program Form
 Exhibition Policy
 Back issues of The Fell Pony Express

Note: User name and password are reset annually when memberships expire.. Contact info@fpsna.org for more information!

From Your Promotions Director
It’s been a great year for Fell Ponies as we continue to mature and grow here in the US. What were once foals a
few short years ago are now ponies able to be ridden and driven. Members are taking advantage of the many
new opportunities specifically for our ponies, from the National Dressage Pony Cup to several new M&M classes
across the country. Although the economy certainly put a damper on what could be done financially, many members sacrificed time and money to continue to enjoy their ponies, both at home and out in the public eye. I hope
for all our sakes 2010 proves to be an upswing and these rare ponies which we all love continue to persevere and
prosper. Good luck to all of us and thanks to everyone for the wonderful impact we collectively make with our
treasured Fell Ponies!

Melissa Kreuzer
FPSNA Promotions Director
promotions@fpsna.org
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Do you want to use our booth materials and/or
represent the Fell Pony and FPSNA at an exhibition?
Please see FPSNA’s Exhibition Policy
in the Members Only section of www.fpsna.org,
or contact promotions@fpsna.org
The Fell Pony Express (FPSNA, Inc.) - Fall-Winter 2009

In Memory of
Wendy Ihlang

Wendy Ihlang, Musta Hevonen Farm, Rainier, Washington, was
killed in a car accident October 17. It was instantaneous, so she didn’t suffer. As an organ donor, her corneas are now helping someone
see.
Wendy was a founding member and first Chairman of FPSNA. Her
trip to Cumbria in 1999 was one of her fondest experiences and resulted in importing *Townend Rheged, *Townend Bunny, *Townend
Rusty and *Haltcliff Rufus.

A day after Wendy’s accident, her friend, Heidi, who’d traveled to Cumbria with her and
helped find *Townend Rheged (1999-2003),
was jolted awake ....
“It was as if she were right there … She
touched me on the shoulder and said:

Our sincere thanks to all for your kind thoughts and offers of homes
for Wendy’s 8 Fells. On November 14, the Fell pony convoy got under
way with 7 of the ponies making their way to Cheryl Dutton, Elise
Miller, Kathy Higgs, Rene Bender and Jacqueline CollenTarrolly. Wendy’s first Fell, Midnightvalley Wild Rose, is now with
her brother, Midnightvalley Sweet William, and Patrick and Sue
Hulls in Illinois.
Carrying on Wendy’s dream to drive a pair of Fells, Elise Miller has
full-sisters, Newfarm Minneola and Newfarm Apple Blossom in training. Looking forward to their progress, we know Wendy would be so
thrilled!
Roxanne Dimyan and Larry Ihlang

‘It’s all right, Heidi. I’m sitting on
the top of a green hill with my father. We’re looking down the hill
… and we see Rheged …’”
- Top left, Wendy & her first Fell, Midnightvalley Wild Rose
- Top right, *Townend Rheged, 1999-2003 (s. Guards Patrick, d. Robbswater
Ruth)
- Above, A favorite photo by Wendy of Waverhead Prince II, Cumbria, 1999
- Right, *Townend Rheged in Cumbria, 1999, by Wendy Ihlang
Volume
Page 5 8, Number 2

Page 5

Gypsy and Winston Make Special Strides With Pony Boy
Hello From New Jersey!
Laurelhighland Gypsy and Majestic Winston are
continuing their training and progressing well. Gypsy
is now the primary pony for the Therapeutic Driving
Program at Special Strides (Monroe, New Jersey), and
we hope Winston will be useful there as well in the near
future. Winston and his "girl," Mary Kate Gallagher
(age 11), recently participated in a 3 day clinic with Pony Boy, and learned so much from this interesting and
talented horse whisperer. Our Gypsy was included as
well, but she is such a pro she did not need much coaching!
We are blessed to be able to share our incredible ponies
with such great children (and adults), and we always
love the time we spend reaching out to those with special needs.
We have included some great photos from our time with
Pony Boy.

Winston, Mary Kate, and GaWaNi Pony Boy

Hugs to all the ponies (and their owners)
The Gallagher Family
Patty, Meaghan (13), Mary Kate (11) and Grace (9)

Meaghan, Pony Boy, and Grace

Gypsy, Meaghan, and Pony Boy
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MRS. GWEN WILLIAMSON
AND THE
TARNBECK FELL PONIES
By Jenifer Morrissey

This article continues FPSNA’s “Breeder Profile” series about long-time UK breeders of Fell Ponies.

Tarnbeck Mayqueen with Gwen Williamson at the hill farm where the Tarnbeck Stud began. Photo © Tarnbeck Stud

Mrs. Gwen Williamson was named President of the Fell Pony Society in England in early
2008, recognizing her many years involvement
with the Fell Pony breed. From breeding to showing to judging and serving on council, Mrs. Williamson’s contributions over the years have been
far-ranging. Now nearing the end of her term as
President, Mrs. Williamson says that attending
council meetings and handing out trophies at
shows have been the highlights of her most recent
role. “My Fell Ponies started out as a hobby but
soon turned into an addition for myself and my
Volume 8, Number 2

family.” 1
Gwen began her involvement with the
breed when her husband Dennis gave her Flimby
Hall Helen as a gift in 1973. With Dennis and
her daughters, Gwen has bred the Tarnbeck ponies and produced many show champions over the
years, including Tarnbeck Sheba and Tarnbeck
Mayqueen. Sheba was a prolific show champion,
winning at the Royal Show at Stoneleigh as well
as the Fell Pony Society Breed Show. Mayqueen
was one of the first Fell Ponies to qualify for the
British In-Hand Championships. She produced
Page 7

exceptionally well, winning
in-hand and under saddle.” 2

Tarnbeck Sheba pictured at the Royal Show winning the Fell Pony championship with
Gwen’s daughter Judith. © Anthony Reynolds and used with permission of the Tarnbeck
Stud.

Showing Fell Ponies has
been the center of the Williamson family’s involvement with the breed. In addition to success with their
own ponies, they successfully showed Townend Septimus, including placing him
twice as Supreme Champion
and once as reserve at the
Fell Pony Society Breed
Show. Gwen’s daughter Judith owned Septimus and is
now enjoying success with
Townend Ruffle, winning
at the county show as well
as taking reserve champion
in an Olympia qualifier.

many foals for the
Tarnbeck Stud, two of
which went on to be Best
of Breed at the prestigious
Christmas-time show
Olympia: Tarnbeck Major
and Tarnbeck Maydew.
While there are currently
no Tarnbeck ponies in
North America, Tarnbeck
Lightning stood for a
short time as a stallion for
the Newfarm Stud in Florida in the 1990s. Lightning left three offspring:
Newfarm Valencia,
Newfarm Storm, and
Newfarm Thunder.
“Sadly, Lightning had to
Tarnbeck Secret winning the Mountain and Moorland 2 and 3 year old championship at the
be put to sleep after havNCPA Pony of the Year Show in 2006. Secret is a granddaughter of Tarnbeck Sheba and is
ing a hernia. We are lucky being shown by Helen's husband Ieuan Jones. © Real Time Images and used with permission
to have Lightning’s halfof the Tarnbeck Stud.
sister Tarnbeck Liberty.
In addition to showing Fell Ponies, the Williamson
She is the last foal out of Townend Lucy IV. My
family sponsors a number of competitions, donatdaughter Helen and Liberty have just finished
ing trophies and annual rosettes. They sponsor
their first season under saddle. They have done
Page 8
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the South Cumbria Show Supreme Championship as well as classes at the northern and southern Fell Pony Society shows and at other local
shows and events.
Mrs. Williamson’s greatest hope for the breed is
that it will continue to be bred on the fells of
Cumbria where her involvement with the breed
began. Her biggest concern is that young people
are not returning to the hill farms to steward the
breed. She advises overseas enthusiasts of the
breed to be sure that if they like a particular type
of pony, that they be sure it is true to the breed
standard.
Now that Dennis and Gwen are retired, they are
taking a more back-seat role in the everyday running of the Tarnbeck Stud. Daughters Judith
and Helen and Helen’s husband Ieuan are at the
forefront of the stud with a focus on producing
quality riding ponies. The family maintains a
very nice website, www.tarnbeckfellponies.co.uk .

Tarnbeck Maydew (daughter of Tarnbeck Mayqueen) with
Gwen’s daughter Helen and Lieutenant Colonel Sir John Miller GCVO DSO MC, the crown equerry, at the Southern Breed
Show winning Supreme Champion in 1994 and going on to win
Best of Breed at Olympia in December that year. © Anthony
Reynolds and used with permission of the Tarnbeck Stud.

Gwen has very much enjoyed being an honorary
member of the Fell Pony Society of North America during her capacity as President of FPS. She
sends her regards to the membership and looks
forward to receiving the next newsletter.
JM
1

Email dated 11/10/09 to Jenifer Morrissey

2

Email dated 11/10/09

Pony Points Winners 2009
More participants this year meant a competitive race to the finish as our members “flew the flag” for Fell Ponies across the country at events both traditional
and unique.
OUR WINNER: Once again, our first place participant is Sherry Bouris with
MustaHevonen Taisto, whom she calls “Royce”. The variety of events these
two participate in is exciting indeed, including branding cattle, a desensitizing
clinic, and the unveiling of a new bronze statue in the city center. There were
many other activities as well, bringing their total points to 16.
TIE for RUNNER-UP: Two of our participants were tied for points and share
the spotlight this year. Both Anita Castricone with Stonecreek Lily (also
our runner-up last year) and Ann Riveiro with LaurelHighland Pearl attended week-long shows which got Fells out in front of thousands in the states of
New York and Pennsylvania.
Susan Hulls and MidnightValley Sweet William also participated this year,
bringing their impressive driving turnout to multiple events across the Midwest.
Our thanks to all the participants for your dedication to Fell Ponies, and we
hope you enjoy your prizes!

Sherry & Royce at the bronze unveiling

FPSNA will again offer the Pony Points Program in 2010. Information will be sent via email to all members in late December.
Volume 8, Number 2
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Our First Combined
Driving Event
On July 18-19, 2009 Midnightvalley Sweet William competed
in his very first CDE at Hickory
Knoll in Fitchburg, Wisconsin. He did very well in Dressage
and Cones and absolutely loved
the marathon phase never hesitating in the hazards even the
water. William placed 4th in a
field of 11 in the single pony
training division. Next year we
hope to add a few more CDE's
and compete in the preliminary
division. Sweet William also
showed at the Fox Valley Pleasure Driving show in Hampshire,
IL in August and a Dressage
schooling show in May. At both
Susan and William
venues he received some very good
ribbons. Every place this pony has gone to he is stared at, asked what breed he is and told how beautiful he moves
and looks. William is certainly promoting the Fell! I've had many horses/ponies but never one with his personality. My husband and myself are in love with this pony.
Susan Hulls

News From the Rockies
Turkey Trot Sand Lily got to do some paying work for
our logging company this summer. She reprised the Fell
Pony breed’s historic role as a pack pony, carrying tack and
equipment into a work site where two of my non-Fell work
ponies skid logs and hauled brush. Lily seemed pleased to
participate in the project. I was pleased at how well she
did in her first professional job. The picture shows her
looking out over Big Creek Lake, high in the Colorado
Rockies, taking in the biggest expanse of water she’d ever
seen.. The project was on the shore of the lake.
Best wishes from all of us at Willowtrail Farm for a happy
holiday season and a Fell-filled new year!
Jenifer Morrissey
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Willowtrail Farm
Colorado
(Lily is pictured at right)
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New Arrivals!

Moonlit Anna Belle
s. Guards Apollo
d. Lunesdale Silver Belle

Dreamhayven
Double Agent

Dreamhayven
Daphne Jane

s. Littletree Bodini

s. Littletree Bodini

d. Hiske v.h. Westerkwartier

d. Moespot Hazel

Scafell Pike
Back in Black

Laurelhighland
Treasure

Laurelhighland
Lily of the Valley

s. Littletree Sirius Black

s. Waverhead Robbie

s. Waverhead Robbie

d. Linnel Peaches

d. Hades Hill Freya

d. Lunesdale Rock Rose

Scafell Pike Southern Comfort
s. Littletree Highwayman
d. Littletree Tia Maria

2000 filly,
Mustahevonen
Deco,
is the original
“stork foal”

Whew! Last
ones for the
year! Now
I’m taking
the winter
off!

Kentucky News
Scafell Pike Fell Pony Stud had two foals (pictured above) in the Fall of 2009. Our lovely mare, Littletree Tia
Maria, gave us a colt by Littletree Highwayman. Scafell Pike Southern Comfort (aka Sam) is growing up to
be a very nice young lad. Not showing the usual signs
of turning grey, we decided to have him DNA color
gene tested and the results showed that he was negative for the grey gene.
We also were lucky enough to have a filly foal out of
our mare Linnel Peaches with the sire being our recently gelded stallion, Littletree Sirius Black. Scafell Pike Back In Black (aka Bess) will be the only
foal by Littletree Sirius Black and we intend to retain
her as a possible future broodmare.
All the best to everyone and their ponies!
Heather Kyle
Owensboro, Kentucky
Volume 8, Number 2

Tia Maria and “Sam”
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Lettie’s Pony Tale
Hi! My name is Lettie! Well, actually, my name
is Laurelhighland Frivolity, but I like Lettie better.
Most of you know my trainer, Keri Erickson, and my
“Mom” Lisa Lindholm, and quite a few of you know my
brother Laurelhighland Victor. Ok, he’s not really my
brother, but Mom got us both from the same farm in
Pennsylvania. For those of you who don’t know Victor or
me, we are Fell Ponies. Anyway, you wouldn’t believe
what we just did! Well, we weren’t asked if we wanted to
go, but Mom and Keri loaded us up on July 29th and
drove us to Wilmington, Ohio for the National Dressage
Pony Cup.
Now, Victor has been to Dressage at Devon, and
a big show in Colorado, so he is used to this traveling
stuff. I’ve only been to Iron River and Chisholm…OH! I
forgot! We have both been to the Madison Expo, and
here we go again…Victor was there three more times
than me…darn! but I am getting off track here. Anyway,
the trip was long but Victor assured me that we would
Lettie and Keri
get let out of the trailer eventually. Thank goodness we
had a fan in our limo!! Once we got to Ohio on Thursday
(Mom and Keri drove 17 hours!) we got settled into lovely stalls and got to meet the other three Fell Ponies participating at the show, 2 stallions and one other mare. Besides being the National Dressage Pony Cup (USDF-rated
of course), there was also a separate rated show going on, the Cincinnati Dressage Traditions I & II. So besides
the Fell Ponies, there were a bunch of other ponies…Halflingers, Norwegian Fjords, Gypsy Vanners, Connemaras,
etc. Plus, there were a bunch of those lovely warmbloods that Mom and Keri were drooling over. Personally, I don’t
see what the big deal is, but, WHATEVER!
I (me — Lettie) participated in TWO pony dressage classes at Intro A & B. Victor, who has much more experience than I, was in two pony classes and two open classes. He rode in Training 2 and 4 each day. One thing is
for sure, Mom, our Dad, Paul, and Keri were very happy with our scores and our performances. My Dad (Paul) flew
down to watch us, and that was very special. After, the show was over on Sunday, at 3:00 pm there was an awards
ceremony, for the National Dressage Pony Cup. I wasn’t in the running since I was at Intro Level, but that’s ok!
Keri and Mom said I grew up a lot at this show and my future looks bright! (I gotta’ wear shades!!) So, we were are
all in the barns, waiting to hear who’s names would be called and low and behold guess what?? Keri’s name was
announced for her and Victor to attend the award ceremony!
We all hoped Victor would win the FPSNA High Point
Award and yup! He won it! We thought he might have a
chance for the Mountain and Moorland Division High Point, as
well, and he did it — he won that with nine ponies in the division! I get so excited! He also won the National Dressage Pony
Cup Performance Ridden Fell Pony! I wanna say I couldn’t
believe it, but actually I can, he’s my big brother, that handsome, talented little devil! So, let’s see, OH! He got three pretty neck sashes and an embroidered show cooler (gee I hope he
shares with me!) and he had his picture taken with Keri, the
main “S” judge Robin Brueckmann, mom and a few other
folks!

Victor and Keri
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Gosh, it was super fun! Then we were told we had to
get back in the trailer (limo) for the long ride home. So, when
we got home, Keri gave us both the whole week off to just
lounge around in the pasture. I thought Victor would wear his
sashes all week, I WOULD HAVE IF I WON THEM!
The Fell Pony Express (FPSNA, Inc.) - Fall-Winter 2009

Pictured L-R: Volunteer with National Dressage Pony Cup Banner, Laurelhighland Victor, trainer Keri Erickson,
“S” judge Robin Brueckmann, NDPC volunteer with show cooler, Melissa Kreuzer FPSNA Promotions Director,
and Lisa Lindholm holding the NPS America banner, sponsors of the Mountain and Moorland Division.
Well, if any of you other equines out there who are 14.2 & under think you’d like to do something like this,
talk to Mom and Keri. They’ll tell you all about it!
Lettie Lu signing out!
Lettie (On behalf of Lisa Lindholm, Minnesota)

(Photos by Phelps Photos, courtesy of Lisa Lindholm)

Roberts Arena
Wilmington, OH
July 31- August 2, 2009
www.dressageponycup.com

Fell Pony Championship
Awards Sponsored by
FPSNA, Inc.:

(L. to R.) Bodini with Melissa, Heather with George, Keri with Lettie (Frivolity), Lisa with
Victor, and Jessica with Hinter at the Pony Cup (Photo: Phelps Photos)

Fell Pony High Point Breed Award (for Ridden Dressage Classes for Ponies ages 4 years and up), and Fell Pony
Individual Breed Class Awards for In-Hand Ponies of all ages.
There were over 35 ponies competing, including five Fell Ponies — Littletree Bodini and Lunesdale White
Heather (owned by Melissa Kruezer), Hinter (owned by Ann Tarsagian), as well as Laurelhighland Victor and
Laurelhighland Frivolity (owned by Lisa Lindholm). All 5 Fell ponies competed under saddle, and 3 (Hinter,
Bodini, and Heather) also competed in-hand. Heather participated in an exhibition leadline class, too.
RESULTS
Laurelhighland Victor (gelding): Winner (Ridden by Keri Erickson): Training Level Test 2 (Open—Pony)
66.429%, Fourth Place; Training Level Test 4 (Open) 63.600%, Third Place; Training Level Test 2(Open) 66.429%,
2nd Place, Training Level Test 4 (Open—Pony) 65.600%, 3rd Place; FPSNA High Point Ridden Fell Pony Champion (Score 68%) , NPS America High Point Ridden M&M Champion and National Dressage Pony Cup Performance Ridden Fell Pony Champion
Volume 8, Number 2
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Hinter (stallion):
Winner (In-hand): Fell Breed Class In-Hand 67.400%, 1rst Place/Champion; 4
yr & older Stallions (Pony) 64.450%, 4th Place
Winner (Ridden by Jessica Viveiros): Training Level Test 2 (Amateur/Junior):
68.571%, 1rst Place; Training Level Test 4 (Junior): 65.600%, 1rst Place; Training
Level Test 4 (Junior-Pony): 61.200%, 2nd Place; Training Test 2 (Junior—Pony):
67.5%, 1rst Place; First Level Test 2 (Junior—Pony): 61.667%, 1rst Place; First Level
Test 4 (Amateur/Junior): 59.211%, 4th Place; First Level Test 4 (Junior-Pony):
57.105%, 1rst Place; National Dressage Pony Cup 1rst Level Junior Champion
(score 59.3%) and Training Level Junior Reserve Champion (score 64.3%)
Laurelhighland Frivolity (mare):
Winner (Ridden by Keri Erickson): Intro A (Pony): 63.00%, 5th Place; and Intro B
(Pony): 69.500%, 2nd Place
Littletree Bodini (stallion):
Winner (In-Hand): 4 yr & older Stallions (Open) 67.65%, 5th Place; 4 yr & older Stallions (Open) 64.50%, 5th Place; 4 yr & older Stallions (Pony): 64.65% 3rd Place; Fell
Breed Class (In-Hand): 65.40%, 3rd Place

9 y.o. Greta Kreuzer (and
Heather) proudly displaying
their leadline rosette at the Pony
Cup!

Winner (Ridden by Melissa Kreuzer): Training Level Test 2 (Amateur/Junior): 53.929%, 4th Place; Training Level
Test 4 (Amateur—Pony): 48%, 3rd Place
Lunesdale White Heather (mare):
Winner (In-hand): 4 yr & older Yeld Mares (Pony) 66.10% 1rst Place; All Pony Mares: 2nd Place/Reserve Champion; Fell Breed Class (In-hand) 65.90%, 2nd Place/Reserve Champion
Winner (Ridden by Melissa Kreuzer): Training Level Test 2 (Amateur/Junior): 52.143%, 6th Place; Training Level
Test 2 (Amateur/Pony): 48.571%, 3rd Place
Winner (Leadline Ridden by Greta Kreuzer): Exhibition- “First Place” (two classes)

A big congratulations to all the winners!!

Gusty Wind, Rain, 1000
Lightning Strikes:
The Fells Loved the Show
at Brookside 2009!
Brookside was small this year, only 13
ponies, compared with 30 ponies last
year. The economy did take its toll
with four classes canceled due to low
attendance. We had a very unusual
cold front come in on Saturday, (after
Friday being 105 degrees), and brought
with it cool temps, gusty wind, rain,
and 1000 lightning strikes. It would
rain, then the wind would blow dust all
over the wet ponies. That was our big
challenge, keeping the ponies clean
until their classes began. Kerry Wainright, Skellorn Stud, Adlington, Cheshire, UK, was judging true to breed type
and had her rain gear on. Breeds represented were 4 Fells, 3 Connemaras, 3
Dales, 2 Dartmoors, and one Shetland.
The show was well run and was over at
3pm.
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Braeberry Anne and Nicole
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The fell ponies participated in four of the eight classes that were offered this year due to the low attendance. The
Fell Results are:
2nd Place-Mountain & Moorland, 4/over,
Braeberry Anne (Qualifies for Championship M & M Class), Shown by Nicole
Vaillancourt, Owned by Fell Legend
Farm, René Bender.
5th Place-Mountain & Moorland, 4/over,
Laurelhighland Rose Petal, Shown by
Tomas Herrera, Owned by Fell Legend
Farm, René Bender.
2nd Place-Mountain & Moorland, 3/
under, Braeberry Whimsical Legend,
(Qualifies for Championship M & M
Class), Shown by Christel Grignard,
Owned by Fell Legend Farm, René Bender.
Reserve Supreme Champion- Overall
Mountain & Moorland Pony, Braeberry Anne, Fell Legend Farm
FPSNA Sponsored the Best of Breed
Awards

Laurelhighland Rose Petal and Tomas

Champion, Best of Breed, Fell, Braeberry Anne, Fell Legend Farm.
Reserve Champion, Best of Breed, Fell, Laurelhighland Rose Petal, Fell Legend Farm.
2nd Place- Mountain & Moorland Ridden Novice Class, Laurelhighland Rose Petal, Ridden by René Bender, Owned by Fell Legend Farm.
4th Place- Mountain & Moorland Ridden Novice Class, Stonecreek Spencer, Ridden by Elaine Dunson,
Owned by Elaine Dunson.
This was Petal's first show under saddle and the first time Spencer was shown under saddle at Brookside. Both
ponies did well and we look forward to
moving up to the canter classes next
year.
My family and friends attended in the
largest supporting fan group ever! We
were surrounded with lots of love and
support this year. The highlight for me
was having a well-known local trainer,
share these comments to me about my
ponies: Petal showing wonderful movement and balance; how well behaved my
ponies were; and what a fine breeding
program I had started with these three
lovely mares/filly. I was beaming, all
the way home!
René Bender
Fell Legend Farm
California
Rene’ with Laurelhighland Rose Petal (left) and
Elaine with Stonecreek Spencer (right)
Volume 8, Number 2
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Pearl Shines in Competition
Hello,
In August Laurelhighland Pearl and I won a first
place in the Walk, Trot Pleasure class at the Harford fair
Harford, PA. Pearl also got a first place in the pony halter class. We were there for a week and had a great time.
Pearl had a lot of visitors at her stall who were very interested in what type of horse she was. She was so well
behaved even with all of the noise and activity at the
fair. She is now back at her trainers in New Jersey and
will again be entered in more jumping shows. This picture was taken by Linda MacNew.

in

Ann Riveiro
Springville, Pennsylvania

Pearl and Ann

News from Rhode Island
Our Fell stallion, Hinter, attended his first hunter pace with
Jessica ( I went along on one of our Friesians, Varinette). He
was great and we sure did have a lot of fun and laughs. It was
great to have the Fell and the Friesian together to show they
are different breeds. Hinter and Stonecreek Lily attended
the Massachusetts Equine Affaire and performed in a breed
demo and were presented in the breed stall for the entire five
days! Both ponies did a great job under saddle. Lily was under
saddle for just 60 days! What an accomplishment!
Hinter attained the USDF All-Breeds Training Level Championship for Fell Ponies in Dressage. He also went to the National Dressage Pony Cup in Ohio and showed in Training level
and First level as well as in the Breed show. He attained the
Fell breed championship In-hand that weekend.

Hinter and Jessica at the NEDA Fall Festival 2009

In addition, he attended NEDA Fall Festival which was amazing. There were so many barns and horses it was like nothing
we have ever seen. It was the region 8 Championships. Hinter
qualified for the championship in Training Level (Junior Division) with the following scores: Open Training test 2: 65.714;
Open Training test 2: 65.536; Open Training test 4: 62.400, and
Open Training test 4: 68.000.
Hinter also was awarded the Third Place in Training Level in
Region 8 (Junior division) with a 67.500 average and Jessica
Viveiros as rider.
As you can see we are very delighted and all of the hard work
has definitely paid off. Thank you for all of the support. We
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Laurelhighland Blossom is also in training with
Jessica Viveiros in Rhode Island
(Photo courtesy of owner, Maureen Walsh)
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are truly enjoying being Fell pony ambassadors.
Ann Tarsagian
Glen Ridge Farm, Rhode Island

Stonecreek Lily & 7- yr-old Gracie Ruzzo doing the Youth
Pavillion Demo Equine Affaire 2009

Stonecreek Lily under saddle for the first time being ridden
by Shanna Mahar in the Fell Pony Demo at Equine Affaire 2009.
(Lily is owned by Anita Castricone in New York.)

USDF All-Breeds Awards for Registered Fell Ponies
FPSNA has sponsored the USDF (United States Dressage Federation) AllBreeds Award Program for Fell ponies since 2008. The first year we had no
Fell Ponies qualify for awards. This year, we are happy to announce, three
Fell Ponies qualified! To receive an award in the All-Breeds Program, certain criteria must be met. To understand the program and criteria to qualify, you can read all about it on our website at http://www.fpsna.org/
awards.htm.
The following ponies are the All-Breeds Award recipients for 2009!
Hinter: A 6-year old stallion was Training Level Champion with a score of
65.657%. Ridden by Jessica Viveiros and owned by Ann Tarsagian.
Laurehighland Victor: A 5-year gelding was Training Level Reserve
Champion with a score of 64.974%. Ridden by Keri Erickson and owned by
Lisa Lindholm.
Littletree Bodini: A 7-year old
stallion was Dressage Sport Horse
Breeding (In-Hand) Mature Horse
Champion with a score of 66.375%.

Keri, Lisa, and Paul
at the USDF Awards Banquet
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Keri Erickson receiving a Reserve Champion award for Fell Ponies from USDF
Executive Director Stephen Heinzsch

This is the first time Fell Ponies have ever received an award from the
USDF! This year, the 2009 USDF Annual Convention and Awards Banquet
& Gala was held in Austin, Texas. Because of the honor of this prestigious
award, Trainer Keri Erickson and owners Paul and Lisa Lindholm attended the banquet to receive Laurehighland Victor’s award. Congratulations to
all the winners!
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Ask A Vet
Q: Every fall, I see bot flies terrorizing my ponies. I have tried to find a way to get rid of them or to even cut their numbers down, but I have not been successful. I have cows in the next pasture, and someone told me cows attract bot flies. Is
this true?
A: Bots are an inevitable aspect of equine ownership, but they are probably more bothersome to you than to your horse.
Bots are the equine representatives of a specialized family of flies (Oestridae) that employs a common strategy of spending the cold winter months within the body of a mammalian host. "Bots" (Gasterophilus spp.) winter in the stomach of
horses, and "grubs" or "warbles" live in various tissues or under the skin of cattle (Hypoderma spp.) or rodents (Cuterebra
spp.).
Adult female bot flies glue their eggs to the hair shafts of specific body parts of the horse. The eggs on the hair coat are
stimulated to hatch by a combination of warmth, moisture, and carbon dioxide. All of these are supplied whenever a
horse nuzzles its lower legs or grooms the coat of a herd mate. Small, spiny larvae emerge rapidly from the eggs and attach to the lips or tongue of the horse, and they embed themselves within fissures in the tongue. After a molt to the second larval stage, the juveniles are found within pockets between the gums and cheek teeth. Ultimately, the second-stage
larvae are swallowed and carried to the stomach and intestine. When warm weather returns in the spring, bot larvae
detach from the gastrointestinal tract and pass into the environment with the horse's manure. Although bot larvae attach firmly to the gut wall by means of large, anterior (situated near the head) hooks, tissue damage from this stage is
inconsequential. The egg-laying activities of adult female flies might be the most aggravating aspect of bot infestation.
The only dewormers that are effective against larval bots are those that contain ivermectin or moxidectin. Bot treatments
should be scheduled between late autumn and early spring. An ideal application would be scheduled after the adult flies
have stopped laying eggs for the year (usually after the first hard frost). Some horse owners also attempt to decrease bot
infestations by removing eggs from the hair coat before they can hatch. Eggs can be removed with fine combs, razors,
rough bot-removal blocks, or sandpaper, and some people report success after scrubbing with warm water or coating the
eggs with petroleum jelly. All of these practices are labor- intensive, must be repeated frequently, and are not likely to be
entirely successful. Preventive products that might discourage female flies from depositing eggs on the hair coat have not
been developed.
Regardless of how conscientious your bot control efforts, the level of control achieved is only as good as that of all the
farms within several miles of yours. Because adult flies migrate actively by flight, or are carried passively by the wind,
they can emigrate from other premises and attack your horses anew each season.
Although cattle have problems with their own species of Oestrid
flies, grazing cows near horses does not particularly attract equine bot flies.
by: Craig R. Reinemeyer, DVM, PhD
(© The Horse Magazine, 2006)
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“Ask A Vet!”
Do you have a Fell-related (and non-urgent!)
question for a veterinarian?
Send to newsletter@fpsna.org and we will try to
get an answer for you!

The Fell Pony Express (FPSNA, Inc.) - Fall-Winter 2009

Fell and Friesian Pas De Deux: Hinter, a Fell pony stallion ridden by Alley Hahn and Fridse 423, a Friesian stallion ridden by Julio Mendoza in a musical freestyle exhibition at the
Caroline Muldoon Pas De Deux Challenge Cup.
The
competition was held at Morven Park, Leesburg, Virginia, August 2008.
(Photo (c) 2008, Richard A. Lipski / The Washington Post .)

Fells or Friesians . . .

What’s the Difference?
Many times in the past (i.e., too numerous to
count!) I have been asked “What is the difference between a Fell pony and a Friesian?” and “Are they related?” More than likely, any of you that have ever exhibited a Fell pony here in North America will agree that
these are the most frequently asked questions at these
events, and most breeders in North America are probably inundated with similar questions. My usual short
answers are “Fells are better!” and “Fells have been
Volume 8, Number 2

By Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
around a lot longer than Friesians!” But since these
may not satisfy everyone, let us take a closer look at
what exactly is the difference, as well as how they are
(and aren’t) related, since the latter helps to account
for their similarities and differences.
Some of you may recall years ago when the
“foreign” Fell ponies were first introduced to the public
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here in North America, the already-popular Friesian
became an easy and familiar frame of reference, focusing on the breeds’ similarities rather than differences
(rather like “A carpenter always sees nails.” ) Literature at the time (mostly from the UK) also described
the origin of Fell ponies in Roman times as being derived by “crossing Friesian stallions with native ponies
at Hadrian’s Wall”. Thus, many people described Fells
as resembling small Friesians. But superficial resemblances aside, the Fell pony should not be regarded as
a “little” anything. If one truly examines the differences between these two breeds, one will find that it is
the Friesian that may not measure up!
But first, let us look briefly at the origins of the
two breeds, which accounts for a few resemblances.
First of all, the latter widely-publicized theory of their
origin is a myth. It is beyond the scope of this article
to discuss this in detail, but suffice it to say that the
modern Friesian we know today did not exist in Roman
times, and yet there is ample evidence that something
very much like the Fell pony did exist. Fossil evidence
at Hadrian’s Wall in northern England has revealed
remains of the “Forest” type horse of Fell size, and the
bits recovered there were also for horses in the 13-14
hh range. This Forest pony is a likely remote common
ancestor not only of Fells and Friesians, but also other
roughly similar (i.e., predominantly black or brown,
strong and hairy) breeds like the Dales, the Dole of
Norway, and the Merens of France. Indeed, recent genetic studies (2007) have shown that Fells and Dales
are genetically-related to Friesians. This should not be
unexpected given that, over the centuries, there
were many times historically when horses and
ponies of various regions likely crossed paths,
and thus may have reciprocally influenced the
development of each other (and their genomes).
Despite this, the Fell pony remains the most
similar in size and substance to its ancient predecessor, so despite any possible outside influences, it does not appear to have been greatly
altered in type. Through natural selection, the
Fell pony’s native fell habitat, where these ponies thrive, undoubtedly has strongly selected
for this same type. Similarly, its use for perhaps thousands of years as a pack pony, as well
as a ride and drive pony, further reinforced
those breed characteristics we still know today.
The Friesian, on the other hand, has
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changed significantly over time, and even in recent
years has been undergoing further evolution. As the
only native horse of the Netherlands, the Friesian of
Roman times was described by Caesar as being “bad
and ugly”. Obviously such a description would never
be applied to the beautiful, good-natured Friesian
horse we know today, so clearly the breed is not at all
the same as it was in Roman times. Fossil remains in
what is now Friesland show a horse of mixed (Foresttype and (Roman-nosed) Steppe-type) derivation, and a
similar type is also depicted on Roman-era Friesian
tombstones found in England. During the Crusades
and later, during the Eighty Years’ War (the Dutch
War of Independence from Spain), the Friesian was
believed to be improved by Andalusian and Arabian
blood, and it was this influence that brought the Friesian into its more modern form. In the 16th Century,
Blundeville described the Friesian, in reference to its
suitability for dressage: “The Frizeland horse is no verie great Horse, but rather of a mean [average] stature,
being therewith strong and well compact together, and
hath verie good legs. And Vegetius saith that the
Frizeland Horses be verie swift in running, and able to
maintaine a long course. And indeed I have seene of
them myself, that would make a good cariere and
menage verie well, and also do the curvet so trulie as an
jennet of Spain.” He also added, “. . . the disposition of
this horse is so devilish that he requires extreme care in
breaking and handling. The pace of this horse is a
good comely trot.” There is much about this description, other than the temperament issue, that sounds
more like a Fell pony than a modern Friesian. Compact, strong, fast, very good legs, great stamina. . .Is it

A Friesian stallion, as depicted around the beginning of
the Eighty Years’ War (by Jan van der Straat,1568)
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any coincidence that Northern Horsemen (from England), who once made up half of the King’s Light Cavalry, also served as mercenaries in the Low Countries
for some time before this description was recorded?
That is, could it be that ancestors of the Fell pony were
also responsible for “improving” the native Friesian
during that era? We will probably never know. A reciprocal influence may have also occurred at various
times historically, including indirectly via the Norfolk
Roadster (or Trotter) which is found remotely in Fell
pedigrees. (Many of the trotting breeds, like the Norfolk Roadster, were believed to have been influenced by
the Friesian horse.) Subsequently, toward the end of
the 19th Century, Friesian farmers crossed the Friesian with heavier breeds for draft work. The Friesian
thus became bigger, heavier and less suitable for riding, and it also nearly went extinct. Early in the 20th
Century, colors other than black, which were previously found in the breed, were excluded. Throughout much
of the 20th Century, the Friesian was used primarily
as a carriage horse, and this is reflected in its conformation. However, over the last few decades, the trend
has been to select for a more versatile, rideable Friesian. Although the Friesian population worldwide is
far more numerous than the Fell, its genetic base is
much narrower and it will thus be difficult if not impossible to breed out highly prevalent traits. Today,
two distinct types of Friesians can be found, with one
being more baroque (heavier, often hairier, and more
compact) and the other sportier (taller, lighter, and
often more rideable), or a combination of these types.
Thus, with a likely remote common ancestor,
and with Fells and Friesians crossing paths at one
time or another historically, it is easy to see why the
Fell pony may share a few traits (and some genetics)
with the Friesian. Likewise, the origins of the Fell pony, and the continuing evolution of the Friesian, may
illustrate why they are also quite different today. So
let us finally get past all that hair (which Fell ponies
typically have more of by the way) and take a look at
differences in breed type and conformation. It is these
differences that make the Fell pony in many ways better-suited as an all-purpose horse. To keep this simple
will require some generalizations, mostly based on the
breed standard which defines each breed, and also
what is most commonly seen in “real life”. (Remember
that a breed standard reflects the ideal or perfect horse
or pony, neither of which exists in real life!) So take
these generalizations with a grain of salt, since there
are individual exceptions (amongst both Fells and Friesians) to every rule. The Fell breed standard is from
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A 5-year-old, 16.2 hand, Friesian stallion, Romeo, illustrating
a combination of modern Friesian types but tending more
toward “baroque”.

the Fell Pony Society (FPS) and the Friesian breed
standard is from the (Dutch) KFPS (Koninklijke
Vereniging "Het Friesch Paarden-Stamboek".)
Height: Fells may be up to 14.0 hands, with the average being 13.2 hands, and often weigh about 1000
pounds. Friesians may be from 14.3 hands on up, depending on gender. The ideal height is said to be 15.3
hands, although horses over 16 hands are routinely
seen today, weighing about 1300 pounds or more.
Color/Markings: Fells may be black, bay, brown or
grey, with black being the predominant (85%) color. A
star or white at or below the hind fetlocks are permissible and are not uncommon. Friesians may only be
black, and a small white star is the only allowed marking. Chestnut Friesians cannot be used for breeding.
Head: Fells have a small head, well-set on, with broad
forehead, small ears, large eyes, large nostrils, and
usually a straight profile. Friesians share all of these
characteristics in their breed standard, with a dished
profile being preferred. Most Friesians, however, tend
to have (disproportionately) longer, narrower faces
compared to Fells.
Neck: (This is a big difference between the breed
standards!) Fells have a well-proportioned, well-seton neck giving good length of rein, and are not too
heavy. Stallions typically have a moderate crest. Friesians typically have a “very erect” high-set neck. Both
the neck and poll are long and arched.
Shoulders: Fells should have a well laid back and
sloping shoulder blade with a well-developed withers,
Page 21

not too fine nor loaded at the points. Friesians (ideally)
are supposed to have long and sloping shoulder blades
as well, however many have a very upright conformation in front, particularly those bred for the carriage.
Body: Fells have a strong back, well-coupled with
muscular loins, deep girths, and hindquarters that are
square and strong. Tail is well set on. In mature ponies, the withers should be at the same level as the
croup. Friesians have similar characteristics in their
breed standard, although some Friesians have much
heavier bodies than others. An “uphill” conformation is
preferred, allowing weight to be better distributed with
the hindquarters, but a downhill conformation (elbow
lower than stifle) is common (especially in the more
heavily-built) and can make the horse too heavy on the
forehand. (A downhill “butt-high” conformation is also
commonly seen developmentally in young horses and
ponies, before development is complete.)
Limbs: Fells have good-size round feet with sloping
A 6-week old Friesian colt, Friso, showing the high-set,
pasterns (not too long); well-placed, straight forelegs
upright neck, long cannons and pasterns, small ears,
with muscular forearms; big, well-formed knees; short
broad
but rather long face (compared to a Fell) and large
cannons, and great bone. The hindlimbs have very
eyes that are typical of the breed.
muscular thighs and second thighs; and well-let-down,
clean hocks with great bone. They should not be cow–
The angle of the pastern tends to match that of the
or sickle-hocked. Friesians also have good size feet and
shoulder blade. Friesians with a more upright conforsimilar hocks but have long cannons and pasterns.
mation in front (again common in
those bred for the carriage) tend to
have their forelimbs positioned behind
the vertical underneath broad chests
(a throwback to those bred for agricultural use). Also, pound for pound
most Friesians have less bone than a
typical Fell. Thus, while Fells may be
smaller in overall stature, they have
relatively greater substance than
most Friesians.
Mane, Tail and Feather: Fells have
plenty of fine hair at heels, or
“feather”, and long manes and tails,
with coarse or curly hair being objectionable. Friesians also have feather
and long manes and tails, but curly or
coarse hair is quite common and permitted. On average, Fells tend to
have a lot more hair (with longer manes especially and also more feather)
A 4-year-old, 13.2 hand Fell pony stallion, Brackenbank Romany’s Prince, showing than Friesians.
off his efficient— “ground-covering”— extended trot.
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Action: Fells have a walk that is
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smart and true. Trot is well-balanced with good knee
and hock action, going well from the shoulder and flexing the hocks. They should show great pace and endurance, bringing the hind legs under the body well
when going. Friesians should also have well-balanced
knee and hock action which is usually more exaggerated, while many Friesians (particularly those with upright conformation) may have more lofty/extravagant
knee action but often lack the matching hock action.
Instead they may flex at the stifles with the hocks
trailing behind, and often do not canter well either. As
with Fells, the hocks should flex well underneath the
body at the trot. Furthermore, if Fells have a “big”
trot, then the Friesian trot is “huge” with a longer moment of suspension. Indeed, riding a Friesian may be
likened to riding a wave at Maui— you go up and then
come “crashing” down after a tremendous moment of
suspension. Thus, on some Friesians, particularly
those with upright conformation and/or unbalanced
action, sitting the trot can be very difficult to nearly
impossible! (It should also be noted that some Fell
ponies may also have poor movement due to faults
such as upright shoulders, steep croups, etc., and
breeders need to be careful to avoid such faults in
breeding stock.)

sians that put their heart into what you want them to
do, simply don’t have the natural stamina to keep it
up. Thus, Friesians typically need regular conditioning
to try to keep up the same level of fitness that a Fell
has naturally.
Aptitude for Sports: In their breeding objectives,
KFPS notes that to improve the position of Friesian
horses in sports, high criteria are set for the following
characteristics which, together, determine an aptitude
for sports: Movement, Exterior (conformation); Endurance; Character (willing to work and manners/reliability); Long active life; and Health. Using
these criteria, the Fell pony surpasses the typical Friesian on every measure, and thus exhibits a higher
overall aptitude for sports. As better movement and
conformation are selected for, those criteria will improve amongst Friesians but further inbreeding may
exacerbate some of the others such as endurance,
health and longevity. As already noted, the Friesian
breed already has a narrow genetic base as a result of
inbreeding, and this has resulted in problems such as
subfertility and other health problems. Many Friesian
enthusiasts also prefer the more baroque “traditional”
type so it unlikely this can or will be bred out. Furthermore, while the more modern, “sporthorse” Friesians are often better-suited to riding than the older
type, they still tend to be not as comfortable to ride as
the average Fell. There are certainly exceptions, with
some Friesians competing successfully in higher level
dressage, with their intelligence and strong desire to
please helping to overcome some physical limitations.
But generally even trail riding can be a challenge on a

General Character: Fells should be constitutionally
as hard as iron and show good pony characteristics
with the unmistakable appearance of hardiness peculiar to mountain ponies and, at the same time, have a
lively and alert appearance and great bone. Friesians
have an elegant appearance with a proud bearing due
to their typical front; thick mane, tail, and fetlock hair;
black color; and extended, lofty
(knee action) gaits. Like the
Fell pony, the Friesian is known
for having a good temperament.
On average, the Fell pony tends
to be a little quieter than the
average Friesian, particularly
before the horse has fully matured. Both breeds are very intelligent, sensitive animals.
However, endurance is another
huge difference between the
breeds, with Fells usually having at least good (if not great)
natural stamina. For most
Friesians, however, lack of
natural stamina is one of
Compared to the Friesian, Fells —with natural stamina as well as speed— are generally bettheir biggest faults. This deter suited for sports requiring endurance, like combined driving and endurance riding.
fect is often mistakenly referred
(Photo: John Skivington and 9-year-old Fell mare, Laurelhighland English Rose)
to as laziness, but even FrieVolume
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Friesian with their (typically bouncy) gaits. And endurance riding
with a Friesian? Forget it. In addition, Friesians are also not bred
to be jumpers, although some of them can do it, but they pale in
comparison to the Fell which often make great working hunter ponies. It is by far much easier for most Friesians to excel as luxurious carriage horses than anything else, since that is what they were
bred for over a very long period of time.
While the aristocratic Friesian is often referred to as the
“Cadillac of horses”, the Fell may be considered more like an ATV
(All-Terrain Vehicle) or “Quad Bike”. This is probably not a totally
fair comparison, as it suggests that the Fell pony is versatile but
lacks elegance. After all, wasn’t the goal of the first Fell stud book
with the Polo Pony Society to “produce high-class riding ponies”?
Furthermore, a Fell (or two) in harness can be quite elegant, and
more than once in this country Fells have outshined all (including
Friesians) in the coveted “Concours d’Elegance”. Thus, perhaps it
might be better to suggest that the highly versatile Fell pony can
double either as an ATV, or some fancy, fuel-efficient hybrid
sports car. Remember, “you cannot put a Fell to the wrong job!”
MJG

A pair of Fell stallions in harness:
Waverhead Robbie and Waverhead Model IV
(Photo: My Star Photography)

(All text/photos © MJ Gould-Earley 1998-2010 unless otherwise noted. No
part of this article may be reproduced or transmitted in any form without written permission from the author.

Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD, owner of Laurel Highland Farm, is a member of the Fell Pony Society (UK) Judge’s Panel, and
has raised Friesians and Fell Ponies since the 1990’s.

News from Washington
We had a fantastic summer with the ponies in the great
Northwest. Mustahevonen Zorro started his training in
Parelli Natural Horsemanship, and got to participate in the
summer kids horse camp. He was a real hit! We also did
another
Parelli clinic
later in the
summer
with Terry
Wilson,
which just
added to his
success.

Mustahevonen Zorro

In September, I was able to make a visit to a fellow Fell Pony
breeder, Jenifer Morrissey, of Willow Trail Farm. I had a wonderful visit, and was able to share and gather a lot of great Fell Pony
stories. One of the highlights was getting to visit the sire
(Guards Apollo) of two of my foals. Jenifer was able to put a halter on Apollo, and jump right on for a picture. Now, how many
stallions can you do that with? This trip really helped to remind
me why I love Fell Ponies so much.
Jenifer (left) and Elise (right) with
Willowtrail Fell ponies in Colorado
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Best wishes,
Elise Miller, Moonlit Fell Pony Farm, Washington
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Foal Immunodeficiency Syndrome Update
By Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
After years of anticipation, scientists after finally discovered a marker for Foal Immunodeficiency Syndrome (FIS), formerly known as the Fell Foal Syndrome. The disease was renamed to reflect the fact that it has
been confirmed in other breeds, including the Dales Pony. This announcement was made on November 27, 2009 at
Liverpool University by the research team led by the Dr. June Swinburne and Laura Fox-Clipsham, whose work on
a PhD thesis led to the discovery of the marker at the Animal Health Trust. The research was done in collaboration with Professor Stuart Carter of the University of Liverpool as well. One would be remiss not to also credit the
work of Paul May, a veterinarian in Cumbria who first described this condition in 1993, as well as pathologists at
the Veterinary Laboratory Agency (VLA), both of whom provided many of the affected foal samples that were essential for this research. In addition, Fell and Dales pony breeder cooperation was also necessary for this success.
The results have not yet been published, but researchers have said the test will be available from the Animal
Health Trust beginning February 1, 2010. The sample can either be hair or blood. There is no indication as yet as
to the cost of the test.
Although a marker for the condition has been identified (purportedly on chromosome 26), the actual gene
responsible for the syndrome has not (i.e., they still don't know the identity of the gene causing the disease.) The
marker is the basis for the upcoming available test. Dr. Swinburne has stated that although the defective gene
itself has not been identified, they think they know what it is, so hopefully it won't be long before they can confirm
it. One may recall from a prior article in the Fell Pony Express (Fall/Winter 2008) the difference between a “genetic
marker” and a “genetic defect” or “faulty gene”, since these are not necessarily the same things. A genetic marker
is a gene or DNA sequence with a known location on a chromosome that is associated with a particular abnormal
gene or trait. Because pieces of DNA that lie near each other on a chromosome tend to be inherited together, a
“marker” can be used to determine the precise inheritance pattern of the associated defective gene and predict carrier status, even if the defective gene itself may not be known. That is, a genetic marker can be valuable for understanding inheritance patterns, even if the precise identity of the associated genetic defect - the particular abnormal
gene causing disease - is unknown. However, identification of the genetic defect itself is the ultimate goal of research because it identifies the actual cause of the disease at the molecular level.
Based on the marker research, scientists have stated that the inheritance pattern is a simple recessive. This is very good news, as this simple recessive pattern of inheritance will be easiest to manage. Recall (from
the previous FP Express article above) that in this simple recessive pattern of inheritance, the disease is 100%
lethal if a foal is homozygous recessive, thus having 2 copies of the faulty gene (i.e., one from each parent). Note
that an animal is homozygous for a particular gene if both alleles, or alternate forms of a gene, are identical, and
heterozygous for that gene if the alleles are different. The expressed allele in a heterozygous pair is known as the
dominant allele, the unexpressed one as the recessive allele. A recessive allele is “hidden” (or not expressed in the
“phenotype” or outward appearance) if the corresponding dominant allele is also present, and thus the animal may
be considered a hidden “carrier” for that trait. As an example, let us assume that “N” refers to a “normal” allele,
and “s” refers to an alternate abnormal allele for the same gene which in this case can cause the Syndrome. The
projected possible outcomes for breeding 2 heterozygous carriers (Ns) with a simple inheritance pattern are shown
at right in a Punnett square. The genotype of each parent is shown in the top row and left column in non-shaded
boxes. The shaded boxes show the possible combinations of these genes in the offParent A
spring. In this type of pattern, if 2 carrier ponies (each Ns) are bred to each other,
N
s
there is a 25% (1 in 4) chance of producing a homozygous recessive, affected foal (ss),
a 50% chance of producing a heterozygous unaffected carrier foal (Ns), and a 25%
ParN
NN
Ns
chance of producing a homozygous dominant, unaffected, non-carrier foal (NN). Noent
s
Ns
ss
tice that, in this situation, there is thus a 75% chance of producing an unaffected foal
B
(NN or Ns) if 2 carriers are bred, and just as much chance (25%) of producing an affected (Syndrome) foal (ss) as a perfectly normal, unaffected, non-carrier foal (NN) .
On the other hand, if a carrier (Ns) is bred to a non-carrier NN), one will produce 50% non-carrier foals
(NN), 50% carrier foals (Ns), and 0% affected foals (NN or Ns), as depicted at below. Note also that there is no
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chance of producing the syndrome unless both parents are carriers. The marker test is

Parent A
N

N

Parent

N

NN

NN

B

s

Ns

Ns

thus a huge breakthrough in this research and should be very helpful to Fell and Dales breeders around the world. Preliminary data with regard to prevalence of the marker has shown
that that there were 39% carriers out of 215 Fell samples tested at AHT, which may not be
representative of the entire Fell population. They also found 18% carriers in the Dales ponies
out of 96 samples tested.

According to Dr. Swinburne, for the time being the test will be performed at the Animal Health Trust in
Suffolk. It will be performed on hair samples which should be straightforward to send in the mail, even from overseas. Foal samples will be “fast-tracked”, with results will be available 3 working days after sample receipt. Dr.
Swinburne has requested that samples be submitted via the Fell Pony Society (UK) wherever possible. She also
stated that once information regarding the test is published it will be public domain, and will not be patented.
Thus, once the test is published, the testing can probably be performed here in North America by Dr. Cothran at
Texas A&M. Dr. Cothran has archived DNA samples from ponies that were submitted to him over the years for
DNA testing. According to Dr. Cothran, he should be able to run the test on archived samples, once the test becomes available.
What do we do with the test? There will be a special Fell Pony Society meeting on January 19, 2010 for
breeders to discuss this very issue. It is critical that this test be used wisely. In my opinion, the ultimate goal
should not be to eliminate the gene, because it is far too prevalent in the population. With the estimate of at least
1/3 to 1/2 being carriers, the gene cannot be eliminated without destroying the Fell population, and any abrupt attempts to do so may be disastrous to the breed. On the other hand, the disease can be more easily eliminated,
simply by never breeding a carrier to a carrier, and that is
where this test can be very useful. It will not do the breed
any good to breed lesser quality ponies simply because they
are noncarriers. Likewise, overusing a poor quality stallion,
simply because he is a noncarrier, will do the breed great
harm in the long run. Furthermore, it is no secret that most
of the Supreme Champion Fell stallions from the last 15
years are known to have produced syndrome foals, and therefore are carriers. What would the breed be without its best
stallions? At the end of the day, it is (or should be) the breeders’ choice on what breeding stock they use, but those choices
made now are critical for the future of the Fell breed as we
know it. Some individual herds may be saturated with carriers, including all its stallions. What does a breeder do then, if
there is no suitable, noncarrier stallion to breed to? Some
breeders may choose to take a chance at breeding a carrier to
a carrier, and that is (or should be) their prerogative. Remember there is just as much chance of producing a syndrome foal as an unaffected, noncarrier foal if carriers are
Laurelhighland Crackerjack and Laurelhighland Robbie (2006)
bred to each other. The goal in the long-term, and the
short-term when possible, should be to eliminate the disease, with a concomitant goal of trying to produce a top
quality, non-carrier son out of a carrier stallion to eventually replace him, or if that is not possible then perhaps a
daughter to continue his line. This approach will not restrict the gene pool further since it avoids eliminating a
carrier stallion line, while at the same time replacing him with a noncarrier. It may take more than one generation to accomplish this, depending on luck of the draw! Over time, this approach will gradually reduce the prevalence of the gene. Another benefit of the carrier test is that it can be used as a tool in this setting to determine if a
colt is a carrier at an early age, rather than having to just “wait and hold your breath” for years, to see if he sires a
syndrome foal! The goal of breeding (regardless of the syndrome) should always be to produce something better
than either parent, and if one can produce a son by a good quality carrier that is not only even better than his sire
but also a noncarrier as well, the breed will be better off in the long run, with the prevalence of the gene being very
gradually (and safely) diminished. Remember that this gene did not become this prevalent overnight but gradually, probably over the last 60-70 years or so, and it may take just as long to safely reduce the prevalence, too.
MJG
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“The Fell Pony”
DVD
Now Also Available in
NTSC (US) Format from FPS!
Price: £15 plus £3 postage (or $36 for
FPSNA members if purchased through
FPSNA)

Laurelhighland Crown Jewel and Linda Corlett
Yosemite National Park
Autumn 2009

Fleur Hallam captures the ‘spirit’ of the countryside and equine life in her photographic
illustrations. Fleur’s first book The Spirit of the Fell Pony – published by Halsgrove – was
released last summer and has enjoyed great success. This book celebrates these endearing and popular animals through superb photography, capturing the ponies in their
native region of Cumbria. It will be a treasured memento for all those who have a passion for ponies. For further information, services offered, and to view a selection of
Fleur’s works please see her website: www.sugarflower.info

A Humbling
Experience
This book chronicles the author’s
first seven years learning about
and experiencing the Fell Pony.
Through more than forty stories
and over one hundred full color
photographs, Morrissey touches
on breed history and conservation, natural horsemanship, sustainable agriculture, and
draft power. Stunning photography from the mountains of
Colorado and the fells of Cumbria portray the many ponies
that have crossed the author’s path so far. Available from the
author at workponies@frii.com or at www.amazon.com .
Volume
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Natural
Health
Products
Natural health products for Fell Ponies
(and other critters, too!). Seven years of
success in the tough climate of the Colorado Rockies.
Visit: www.willowtrailfarm.com/naturalhealth.htm for testimonials and more information. Jenifer Morrissey, distributor for Dynamite Specialty Products. Peace of mind from a
program that makes sense. (970) 723-4316
workponies@frii.com
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Welsh of Wisconsin (WOW) Mountain & Moorland Shows
WOW Showtime Summer Shows
FPSNA sponsored a brand new M&M opportunity for the Midwest area this year, at the Welsh of Wisconsin Showtime Summer Shows. The event was held on August 8th and 9th, in Deerfield, WI, which is close to Madison. Many different M&M classes were offered, including M&M 3 & under, M&M 4 and over, M&M Championship, M&M under Saddle, and even an M&M Driving class.
We arrived on Friday evening in the dark, in pouring rain, but there were still others about who were quite
helpful so we were able to find our stalls and get situated before turning in for an early start the next morning. Saturday arrived with some of the most hot and humid weather WI had all season, but fortunately events
were held indoors which gave some relief from the blazing sun. We brought our stallion, Littletree Bodini, our
three yr old filly DreamHayven Aurora, and our grey mare Lunesdale White Heather. Although there were
no other Fells present at the show, there was a lot of support from the Welsh and the in-hand classes had a lot of
competition.
Saturday in-hand classes were double judged, by Patricia Cochran of Banks, OR, and Jackie Leubke-Puetz
of Kiel, WI. First in was DH
Aurora and we were super
pleased to be judged unanimous
in 1st place for the M&M 3 &
under In-Hand. Next was the
4& over, and Bodini won this
class unanimously as well. This
meant each of our entries made
it in the championship, which
was great! Bodini won grand
championship. It was a highly
decorated class, as the Welsh of
Wisconsin gave huge rosettes,
and it was also dually sponsored
by NPS America as their Midwestern Region In-Hand Championship, and they sent ahead
lovely rosettes as well. Altogether we were quite excited to
show our Fells, as both Aurora
and Bo were placed above the
Supreme Welsh Champion mare
that had won Welsh classes all
morning!
Bo and George

Heather went into the
M&M Under Saddle class, which unfortunately had no other entries, but nevertheless she went thru her paces and
put on a nice show to collect her ribbon, despite the sweltering heat inside the building by that time.
Sunday was either not quite so hot, or we were getting used to it. The judge that day was Joan Harms of
Sterling, IL. We entered Bo in the M&M at Halter class, which he won, and also qualified him for the Open Halter
Championship, a class which brought back the winners from Open English Horse, Open English Pony, M&M, Open
Western Horse and Open Western Pony. We were thrilled to again win the class with Bodini, and were really most
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excited to get so many compliments from those watching the class. It really means a lot when you know its not
“their” breed, yet they take the time to let you know being there was something special.
Overall this show is extremely supportive of the addition
of M&M classes, and the organizers put a lot of time and thought
into including us in their show program. I hope that maybe next
year more Fells might be able to make the trip to Madison area
and participate.
WOW Bit of Wales Show
Hosted again by the Welsh of Wisconsin, the Bit of Wales
show took place in the far north of Wisconsin in Ladysmith, at the
quaint and convenient Rusk County Fairgrounds on June 7th ,
2009. Judges were Susan Stepney and Bridget Saint ClarkeStrash. FPSNA sponsored the M&M In-Hand and Ridden classes.
Classes have continued to gain in popularity, with 5 entries in the In-Hand division this year. This was a double-judged
class, meaning that two cards were turned in, and Littletree
Bodini was chosen for unanimous first place and FPSNA Champion (handler George Wendt). Lunesdale White Heather was
also in the class, placing fourth behind the second and third place
Welsh pony stallions, but securing the FPSNA Reserve as there
were no other Fells in attendance (handler Melissa Kreuzer). Fifth in the class
was a Welsh gelding
entry.

Bo and Melissa

The ridden class was solely populated by us Fell folks, and as
such the judges took the opportunity the use the class in an educational manner, asking for first the ridden rail work, and then an impromptu pattern was explained to and executed by each of us. Finally, each
pony was stripped of tack and evaluated for conformation. Winner and
Champion was Lunesdale White Heather ridden by German exchange
student Louisa Schwich, with Bo in reserve ridden by Melissa.
The organizers of this show always give us first rate treatment,
making sure our stalls are in order and that we are all settled in for
the night before we turn in for the big day Sunday morning. Many new
friends and fans of the Fell pony are made, as this primarily Welsh
breed show and its exhibitors do not typically get to see Fells up close
and personal.
Melissa Kreuzer
Dream Hayven Farm, LLC
Wisconsin
Louisa and Heather

Volume 8, Number 2

Page 29

New Beginnings
This year was another busy one at Laurel Highland Farm. We
decided a few years ago that Waverhead Robbie would be
gelded when it was time for his much-earned retirement, so he
could enjoy the rest of his years here without the fuss of being a
stallion. Robbie has been the premier ambassador for this
breed since we acquired him over 10 years ago. So last year we
bred him to a number of mares, hoping to get a great son out of
him to be our future stud. With all the mares well in foal, we
gelded him last February. I had hoped to start doing some endurance riding with Robbie, but that has not worked out as I
had hoped just yet because of health problems (mine, not his!)
Maybe next year, when I’d like to get back to driving him, too. .
. In the meantime Robbie has enjoyed hanging out with his
daughter, Laurelhighland Sapphire, who is my daughter
Lauren’s riding pony, and we’re looking forward to trail riding
them together next spring. And yes, Robbie did produce the
son we always wanted! His name is Laurelhighland Union
Jack (out of Laurelhighland Athena). He is also grandson of
one of our other stallions, Waverhead Model IV, so he is the
“union” of two great stallion lines, as well as that of one of our
top mares, Brackenbank Poppy (his maternal grandmother).
Jack has his father’s stunning face and both his parents’ terrific
movement. We’re looking forward to see how he matures, but
so far, so good!

Robbie

As some of you know, I served as a Probationer Judge for FPS in the UK this
year, participating in one show last spring and another five late this past
summer in Cumbria (after the treatments for vasculitis were done!) It was a
very enjoyable and educational thing to do, and I’m excited to say that I have
since been accepted onto the FPS Judges Panel. Our last trip to Cumbria was
particularly enjoyable
with my family coming
along, and while we
were there we all managed to go on a short
pony trekking adventure! It was the first
time all four of us had
ridden together like
that, and it was amazing! The youngest, 7year-old Janelle, had
no trouble keeping
up—in fact she wanted
Union Jack
to go faster than the
rest of us! We’re all looking forward to doing this again
soon!
Lauren and Sapphire
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My girls and I also had a real treat in September when we went to watch a driving
show in New York and saw not one but two
Laurel Highland Fell ponies competing
there!
Laurelhighland Duke, an 8-year-old
gelding from North Carolina, driven by Nicole Cable, was Champion at virtually every show he competed in this summer, including Walnut Hill where he won his division. (Duke is by Robbie and is a real chip
off the old block!) At this show where I
watched him he won EVERYTHING - the
cones and marathon (fastest time of the day
in both!), dressage, and Concours d'Elegance as well. I think Duke is the only other Fell pony I know of (in North America
anyway) to win the Concours d’Elegance,
other than our Waverhead Model IV.

Janelle Earley getting a lesson from John Skivington and Chloe
after the competition

Laurelhighland English Rose (aka “Chloe”), a 9 yearold mare from New York, and her owner John Skivington
both came out of their retirements to enjoy a fun day at
the show, too! I believe she came in 2nd in the cones – I’m
not sure how she ended up placing in the other events. . .
but she looked lovely with a beautiful turnout! And
Janelle was thrilled to get a driving lesson from John after
Chloe was finished competing, too. John also owns Laurelhighland Crackerjack, a 3 yo bay Fell pony, and I
hope to see them next year at a show when Crackerjack
makes his big driving debut!
Wishing you and your ponies all the best in 2010! Stay
well!
Mary Jean Gould-Earley

Duke and Nicole Cable in the dressage class

Bonnie Schneider and Midnightvalley Poppy in Arizona
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FPSNA
Breeders

www.fpsna.org
Chanhassen Farm
Megan Elisha Tong
P.O. Box 44.
Van Alstyne, Texas, 75495
Phone: 972-658-7537
www.chanhassenfarm.com
Email: offbeatparadigm@gmail.com
Black Pony Farm
John Rutledge
P.O. Box 26771
Prescott Valley, Arizona 86312
Phone: 951-662-4143
Email: john@blackponyfarm.com
www.blackponyfarm.com

Braeberry Farm
Cheryl Dutton
732 N. S-Low Road
Seal Rock, Oregon 97376
Phone: 541-563-6353
www.braeberry.com
Email: info@braeberry.com
Dream Hayven Farm Fell Ponies LLC
Melissa Kreuzer
N1101 County Road HH
Kewaskum, Wisconsin 53040
Cell: 262-355-6322
www.dreamhayven.com
Email: info@dreamhayven.com
Fell Connection
Robert and Arlene De Boer
2839 144th Avenue
Dorr, Michigan, 49323
Phone: 616-896-8357
www.friesianconnection.com
Email: deboer@friesianconnection.com
Fell Legend Farm
Rene Bender - Trainer/Owner
Tom Bender - Owner
P.O. Box 31
Lincoln, California 95648
Phone: 916-205-7103
www.felllegendfarm.com
Email: felllegendfarm@yahoo.com
Garrighyll Fell Pony Stud
Alison Emslie-Smith

Bellwood Farm LLC
P.O. Box 122
Oronoco, Minnesota, 55960
Phone: 507-367-2365
Cell: 507- 250-1873
www.raresteeds.com/garrighyll
Email: mnfellponies@gmail.com
Glen Ridge Farm
Kevin and Ann Tarsagian
290 Frank Coelho Drive
Portsmouth, RI, 02908
Phone: 401-683-1545
E-mail: glenridgfarm@me.com
KimberLake Farm
Kimber Bishop
329 County Road 459
New Franklin, Missouri 65274
Phone: 660-537-4020
www.kimberlake.com
Email: kimberlakefarm@hotmail.com
Laurel Highland Farm & Equine Services LLC
Edward T. Earley, DVM
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD
546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
www.laurelhighland.com
Email: info@laurelhighland.com
Majestic Stables
Dan Shanahan
2687 St. Rt. 274
Huntsville, Ohio 43324
Phone: 937-686-5202
www.majesticstables.net
Email: dan@majesticstables.net
Moonlit Fell Pony Farm
Elise Miller
21412 107th ST SE
Snohomish, Washington 98290
Phone: 360-863-2710
www.moonlitfellponies.com
Email: elisemiller2001@hotmail.com

Musta Hevonen Farm
Larry & Wendy Ihlang
PO Box 1185
Rainier, Washington 98576
Phone: 360-446-0142
www.fellponies.com
Email: info@fellponies.com
Red Willow Fell Ponies
Elizabeth K. Dawson
PO Box 549
El Prado, New Mexico 87529
Phone: 575-779-1520
www.redwillowfellponies.com

Only FPSNA members residing in North America may advertise in the FPSNA Breeders & Stallions lists.
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FPSNA Breeders - continued
Email: redwillowfells@yahoo.com
Scafell Pike Fell Pony Stud
Heather Kyle
22912 Highway 811
Owensboro, Kentucky 42301
Phone: 270-231-2852
www.scafellpikefellponies.com
Email: KingsOakStables@aol.com
Stonecreek Farm
Shannon Albert and
Karen Sorensen
1183 Oak Ridge Road
Denison, Texas 75021
Phone: 903-337-0255
www.thefellpony.com
Email: stonecreek.farm@thefellpony.com
Stirling Ridge Farm
Jennifer Costa
Bend, Oregon, 75021
Phone: 541-617-3888
www.fellponyfarm.com
Email: info@fellponyfarm.com
Summerfield Stud
Roger & Maryanne Spencer
11155 S.E. Sunset Harbor Rd.
Summerfield, Florida 34401
Phone: 352-288-8993
Cell: 352-267-2402
www.magicalsteeds.com
Email: info@magicalsteeds.com
Toadstool Farm
Jacqueline Collen-Tarrolly
13547 Ventura Blvd. #443
Sherman Oaks, California 91423
www.toadstoolfarm.com
Email: jacqueline@toadstoolfarm.com
Willowtrail Farm
Jenifer Morrissey
PO Box 1034
Walden, Colorado 80480
Phone: 970-723-4316
www.willowtrailfarm.com
Email: workponies@frii.com

FPSNA MERCHANDISE
Order online at www.fpsna.org
High quality sweatshirts with FPSNA logo embr oider ed in black.
These sweatshirts are heavyweight. crews in ash (light gray color).
Sizes available: M, L, and XL. Price: $30 (includes shipping in U.S.)
High quality tees with FPSNA logo embr oider ed in black. These
tees are Hanes Beefy T 100% cotton in stonewashed blue. Sizes
available: M, L. Price: $20 (includes shipping in U.S.)
Native Ponies of the British Isles poster:
15x20 poster professionally printed at
high-resolution on semi-gloss paper, suitable for framing (or laminating for exhibition displays).
All ponies shown are North American
representatives of their breeds, with the
exception of the Eriskay which does not
yet exist here.
Price: $15 (includes shipping in U.S.)
Please contact info@fpsna.org first
for all current item availability:
Make checks payable to: FPSNA, Inc. and mail
FPSNA, Inc., c/o Mary Jean Gould-Earley,
546 Lehman Drive Cogan Station, PA 17728

to:

Or order online with Pay Pal at www.fpsna.org

All proceeds go to FPSNA to help defray business costs. Thank you!

Fell Pony Express
2008 Classified Ad Prices
For FPSNA Members Only
1/8 page: $15
1/2 page - $50

1/4 page: $30
Full page - $75

All ads include a free classified ad on the website for the
calendar year, including one photo with contact information, which will also be distributed at FPSNAsanctioned promotional events during the year. All ads
are full-color and will be displayed for the current calendar year in The Fell Pony Express.

Submit ads to newsletter@fpsna.org
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FPSNA
Licensed Stallions

Email: elisemiller2001@hotmail.com

www.fpsna.org

*Guards Apollo
FP70295C*; License No.
FP387, Black; Foaled 2003

Willowtrail Farm
PO Box 1034
Walden, Colorado 80480
Phone: 970-723-4316
www.willowtrailfarm.com
Email: workponies@frii.com

*Brackenbank Romany’s Prince
FP70597C*, License No. FP446, Black, Foaled 2005
Laurel Highland Farm &
Equine Services LLC
546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania
17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
www.laurelhighland.com
Email: info@laurelhighland.com

*Hunter Van Veldicht
FP200300245; License No.
FP455; &NL0615; Black;
Foaled 2003
Fell Connection

Broughhill Hadrian’s Wall

FP50964C*, License No. FP296R,
Black, Foaled 1999
Fell Legend Farm
P.O. Box 31
Lincoln, California 95648
Phone: 916-205-7103
www.felllegendfarm.com
Email: felllegendfarm@yahoo.com

Robert DeBoer
2839 144th Ave.
Dorr, MI 49323
Phone:616-896-8357
Email:
deboer@friesianconnection.com
Stallion Manager: Amy Kroll
Cell:616-893-2964
Laurelhighland Rambler
FP70144C*, License No. FP450,
Black, Foaled 2003
Fauxson Fells
3833 Brady Hill Road
Binghamton, New York, 13903
www.fauxonfells.com
Email: ponies@fauxsonfells.com

*Copperbeach Casper
FP70844C*; License No. FP490, Bay;
Foaled 2006

Jennifer Costa
Stirling Ridge Farm
Bend, Oregon
541-617-3888
www.fellponyfarm.com
Email: info@fellponyfarm.com
OR (co-owner) Cheryl Dutton
Braeberry Farm
732 N. S-Low Road
Seal Rock, Oregon 97376
Phone: 541-563-6353
www.braeberry.com
Email: info@braeberry.com

Foaled 2004

*Geordans Prince Baloo
FP70481C*; License No. FP414, Bay;
Foaled 2004

Musta Hevonen Farm
PO Box 1185
Rainier, Washington 98576
Phone: 360-446-0142
www.fellponies.com
Email: info@fellponies.com

Moonlit Fell Pony Farm
Elise Miller

21412 107th ST SE
Snohomish, Washington 98290
Phone: 360-863-2710
www.moonlitfellponies.com

Laurelhighland Romany Boy
FP7043C*; License No. FP415, Black;

*Linse van het Westerkwartier
200600505*; License No. FP512, Black,
Foaled 2006

Only FPSNA members residing in North America may advertise in the FPSNA Breeders & Stallions lists.
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FPSNA Licensed Stallions - continued
Monika Becker
Oakdale, California, 95361
Phone: 209-605-9468
Email: info@monika@morningstarranchssh.com

Email: offbeatparadigm@gmail.com
Mustahevonen Rheged’s Pippin
FP70241*; License No. FP410, Black; Foaled 2003

Black Pony Farm
P.O. Box 26771
Prescott Valley, Arizona 86312
Phone: 951-662-4143
Email: john@blackponyfarm.com
www.blackponyfarm.com

Foaled 2002

*Littletree Bodini
FP51308C*; License No. FP338, Brown,

Dreamhayven Farm Fell Ponies LLC
Melissa Kreuzer
N1101 County Road HH
Kewaskum, Wisconsin 53040
Cell: 262-355-6322
www.dreamhayven.com
Email: info@dreamhayven.com

*Llancloudy Abraham (a.k.a.
“Tuck”)
FP70054C*, License No. FP388, Grey; Foaled 2002

Toadstool Farm
13547 Ventura Blvd. #443
Sherman Oaks, California 91423
www.toadstoolfarm.com
Email: jacqueline@toadstoolfarm.com

*Llancloudy Highwayman
FP70365C*, License No. FP435,
Black; Foaled 2004

Red Willow Fell Ponies
PO Box 549
El Prado, New Mexico 87529
Phone: 575-779-1520
www.redwillowfellponies.com
Email: redwillowfells@yahoo.com

*Llancloudy Magic Diamond
FP51140C*; License No. FP366, Grey;
Foaled 2000

Summerfield Stud
11155 S.E. Sunset Harbor Rd.
Summerfield, Florida 34401
Phone: 352-288-8993
Cell: 352-267-2402
www.magicalsteeds.com
Email: info@magicalsteeds.com

Stonecreek Magic Minstrel
FP70210C*; License No. FP393, Black, Foaled 2003

KimberLake Farm
329 County Road 459
New Franklin, Missouri 65274
Phone: 660-537-4020
www.kimberlake.com
Email: kimberlakefarm@hotmail.com

*Waverhead Model IV
FP51000C*; License No. FP289R, Black; Foaled 1999
Laurel Highland Farm &
Equine Services LLC
546 Lehman Drive
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254
www.laurelhighland.com
Email: info@laurelhighland.com

2008 Black Colt: Willowtrail Jonty. By Guards Apollo
out of Turkey Trot Sand Lily. Jonty is a joy to watch in motion, especially at the trot.
2008 Solid Black Colt: Willowtrail Black Robin. By
Guards Apollo out of Restar Mountain Shelley III. Robin has
an incredible temperament, correct conformation, and beautiful action.

See www.willowtrailfarm.com for more photos!
Private Treaty. Jenifer Morrissey, 970-723-4316,
workponies@frii.com

*Lunesdale Mercury
FP50926C*; License No. FP306R,
Grey; Foaled 1999

Chanhassen Farm
P.O. Box 44
Van Alstyne, Texas, 75495
Phone: 972-658-7537
www.chanhassenfarm.com
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We’re on the web!
www.fpsna.org

Published twice a year,
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Next newsletter
deadline:
May 1, 2010
newsletter@fpsna.org

(Our yawning Fell model
is Doobie
(Mustahevonen Debut),
courtesy of Roxanne Dimyan)

The Fell Pony Society of North America,
Inc. (FPSNA), was the first Registered
Overseas Branch of the Fell Pony Society
(FPS) (UK) anywhere in the world.
FPSNA is also the oldest and largest Fell
pony organization in North America and
was established in 2001 with the support of
the majority of Fell owners and breeders in
North America. We were legally incorporated in January 2002 as a federallyrecognized public charity under Section
501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code..

Our mission is to promote and preserve
the Fell pony breed in North America
in ways that are consistent with the
rules and regulations of FPS.
All FPSNA breeders are members-in-goodstanding with our registry, FPS, through
which all of our foals are registered and
stallions are licensed for breeding.

All contents and photographs in
The Fell Pony Express
are © FPSNA, Inc. 2009,
unless otherwise specified herein.

Fell Pony Trotting Races at Crosby-Ravensworth Show, Cumbria, August 2009 (© MJ Gould-Earley)

